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Parliament on verge of history, says PM
Modi, as it readies to take up women's bills

New delhi, Agency
: Parliament is on the
verge of making history,
PM Narendra Modi said
on Monday ahead of the
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha taking up his
govt's bills to implement
women's reservation in
legislatures from 2029,
as he expressed confidence
amid demurring voices from
Congress and its allies that
the opposition will back the
measures to ensure a unani-
mous support.

While several opposition
parties have slammed the
govt for "rushing" through
the bills in the middle of
state elections and ques-
tioned the delimitation pro-
posal, Modi refrained from

-

X

joining the issue at an event
and instead spoke of the
cross-party support the pro-
posal has long enjoyed.

Credit for passage of
women's quota bill will
belong to every political
party: PM Modi

PM Narendra Modi spoke
of the cross-party support
the proposal on women's
quota has long enjoyed,
including in 2023 when the

original law was enact-

ed, and asserted that

the credit for its pas-

sage will belong to
every political party.

Addressing an audi-

ence of women achiev-

ers from different sec-

tors at Nari Shakti

Vandan programme,

also attended by former Lok

Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar

of Congress, the PM said

India is going to take one of

the most important deci-

sions of 21st century and the

decades-old wait for reserva-

tion for women in one-third

of seats in Lok Sabha and

assemblies will end during

Parliament's three-day sit-

ting from Apr 16. "Our coun-

try's Parliament is on the

brink of creating history," he
said, while emphasising his
commitment to women's
empowerment since his days
as Gujarat CM by launching
numerous schemes target-
ing different sectors for their
welfare. He evoked all-
round smiles and clapping
as he noted how his meas-
ures to financially empower
women, including by getting
houses built with govt assis-
tance registered in their
name, has given them a say
in their family's decision-
making. Modi said when
the law was enacted in
2023, everybody wanted its
quick implementation, with
opposition MPs especially
vocal about its enforcement
from 2029.

15 Indian vessels stuck in Hormuz
working on safe return, says govt

New delhi, Agency :
The Centre on Monday said
at least 15 Indian-flagged
vessels were stranded in
the Strait of Hormuz and
efforts were underway to

bring them back.
Addressing an inter-
ministerial briefing on

recent developments in
West Asia here, Mukesh

Mangal, Additional
Secretary in the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and

Waterways, said, "We are
coordinating with the
Ministry of External Affairs
and putting in our efforts to
bring back our vessels.
Arrangements are being
made so that as soon as
conditions are suitable, the
ships can sail back to
Indian ports."

He said the Indian-
flagged LPG vessel "Jag
Vikram" crossed the Strait

of Hormuz on April 11. It
was carrying around
20,400 metric tonnes of
LPG and had 24 seafarers
on board. It was expected
to reach Kandla on April 14.

The official said the min-
istry was actively monitor-
ing the evolving situation in
the Persian Gulf, adding
that "at present, all Indian
seafarers in the region are
safe. No incident involving
Indian-flagged vessels has
been reported in the past
24 hours." He said the
Directorate General of
Shipping had facilitated the
safe repatriation of over

2,177 Indian seafarers so
far, including 93 in the past
24 hours from various loca-
tions across the Gulf
region. Meanwhile, India
has also taken a significant
step towards strengthening
its electric mobility ecosys-
tem. In a move aimed at
accelerating the adoption
of electric vehicles (EVs)
and supporting domestic
manufacturing, the govern-
ment has announced exten-
sions and relaxations under
key policy frameworks,
responding to both market
needs and global supply
chain disruptions.

Digital push for primary care: Centre rolls out
CHO app, sharpens emergency response

New delhi, Agency :
In a move aimed at
strengthening last-mile
healthcare and improv-
ing response during med-
ical emergencies, the
Centre on Monday
launched a mobile appli-
cation for Community
Health Officers (CHOs),
enabling real-time

patient management and

faster referrals at Ayushman
Bharat Health and Wellness

Centres.

The app, introduced by the

Union health ministry,

cies, enabling

referrals to higher facilities.
This is expected to be critical in

situations such as cardiac
events, stroke, maternal com-
plications and severe infections,

is where timely intervention can
designed to digitise clinical
workflows at the primary care
level. It will allow CHOs to reg-
ister patients, access medical
histories and update treatment
records in real time, replacing
largely manual processes that
often slow down care delivery.
Officials said the platform
will also aid early identification
of high-risk cases and emergen-
frontline
providers to initiate quicker

significantly improve outcomes.

Public health experts noted
that delays in documentation
and communication at the pri-
mary care level can impact both
routine care and emergency
response. With instant access to
patient data and standardised
digital records, the app could
help CHOs track chronic
patients more effectively,
ensure continuity of care and
flag complications early.

In 1st major outreach, Balen accepts
PM Modi's invite to visit India

New delhi, B
Agency : Nepal PM
Balendra "Balen" Shah
accepted Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's invitation to

visit India even as he
initiated a sweeping

campuses

younger children.
Foreign minister

-

and radical 100-point gover-
nance agenda at home targeting
VIP culture, political influence in
and bureaucracy,
delays in public service, free
healthcare access for the poor,
safer public transport for women
and stress-free schooling for

Shishir
Khanal said, "The Nepal govt has
accepted the invitation, and the
foreign ministries of both coun-
tries are now making prepara-
tions for the visit." He indicated
that the trip to New Delhi will be
Shah's first major diplomatic out-
reach since taking office. The last
official visit by a Nepali PM to
India was made by Pushpa Kamal

- Dahal "Prachanda"
in June 2023.

Meanwhile,
introducing a raft
of changes, the new
govt in Kathmandu
has proposed cut-
ting the number of
federal ministries, banning polit-
ical affiliations for sections of the
state machinery and replacing
party-linked student bodies with
non-partisan platforms.

The reform plan takes direct
aim at political influence in edu-
cation and the civil service.
Under the new mandate, party-
affiliated student organisations
in schools and universities are to
be dismantled within 9o days
and replaced with non-partisan
student councils or "Voice of stu-
dents" platforms. Announcing
the move, Shah said, "Schools
and colleges will no longer serve
as arenas for political activity but
will function solely as centres of
learning."

S i
e -

£

The rollout is part
of the government's
broader digital health
push  under the
Ayushman's Bharat
Digital Mission which
aims to build an inte-
grated health data
ecosystem across the
country. By digitally
linking primary care
providers with higher

centres, the initiative is expect-
ed to streamline referrals and
improve coordination across
different levels of care.

Officials added that the
application will also strengthen
supervisory oversight, allowing
administrators to monitor serv-
ice delivery patterns, identify
gaps and assess response time-
lines, including in emergency
situations. India currently has
over 1.6 lakh Ayushman Bharat
Health and Wellness Centres
serving as the first point of con-
tact for a large section of the
population, particularly in rural
and underserved areas.

Telangana doctor found |

using flip number plates

New Delhi, Agency: A
30-year-old doctor, who
was caught here for alleged-
ly driving his high-end
BMW car in an "inebriated"
state, was found using two
different registration num-
bers through a flip number
plate system installed on the
vehicle, the police said on
Monday.

The matter came to light
on April 10 after the man was
found driving "drunk" during
a check in Jubilee Hills and
the car, which was seized, was
driven to a police station
when a constable inadver-
tently pressed a button near
the driver's seat.

After the button was
pressed, the police noticed
the number plate on the car
flip, displaying two different
registration numbers-- one
registered with Delhi and the
other with Telangana.

The doctor had purchased
the high-end car in Delhi, but
had not changed its registra-

tion, an official at Jubilee
Hills Police Station said. The
police added that the accused
doctor bought the flip num-
ber plate system that could
change the car's number

plates online and had
installed it on his car around
two years ago through a tech-
nician in the city.

During further investiga-
tion, it was revealed that a
similar car model and make
was registered with the
Telangana registration num-
ber, which belonged to a rela-
tive of the doctor. He was
allegedly using both the Delhi
and Telangana registration
numbers through the flip
number plate system on his
vehicle, the police said.

Packet food, daily damage: global heart
body flags diet risk as India's crisis grows

New delhl, Agency :
That evening snack, that
quick packet meal, that sug-
ary drink you don't think
twice about - doctors say
they are quietly building
your next health crisis.

The American Heart
Association (AHA) has
issued a stark warning that
everyday eating habits, espe-
cially the growing reliance on
ultra-processed foods, are
fuelling heart disease, dia-
betes and early death.

The warning, published as
a 2026 scientific statement,
comes at a time when India's
disease burden is already ris-
ing. Cardiovascular diseases
account for nearly 28% of all
deaths, while more than 100
million people are living with
diabetes, with millions more
at risk. "One in five deaths in
India is directly attributed to
poor diet,” said Dr Ambuj

ples can be adapted locally.
He pointed to the
Mediterranean diet as a
proven model for reducing
heart risk, adding that simi-
lar anti-inflammatory Indian
diets can be built using local-
ly available ingredients such
as mustard oil, peanut oil,

S

seasonal fruits, vegetables,
millets, legumes, nuts and
traditional spices.
"Minimising ready-to-eat
packaged food, biscuits and
savouries can reduce heart
disease risk by up to 30%,"
he said.

At the same time, the AHA
calls for limiting ultra-
processed foods, added sug-
ars, excess salt and saturated
fats. Packaged snacks, sugary
drinks, refined flour items
and processed meats are
major contributors to rising
obesity, diabetes and cardio-
vascular disease.

Roy, professor of cardiology
at AIIMS, Delhi.In its latest
guidance, the AHA shifts the
conversation away from diet
trends and quick fixes to
what people actually eat
every day. It calls for meals
built around vegetables,
fruits and whole grains,
along with healthier protein
sources such as dals, beans,
nuts and fish. It also recom-
mends replacing butter and
animal fats with plant-based
oils and choosing foods that
are minimally processed.

Dr Roy said such princi-

West Asia Conflict: India faces 2.5 million poverty risk, UN warns

New delhi, Agency : The
conflict and military escalation
in West Asia threatens to push
2.5 million people in India into
poverty and the country is pro-
jected to experience some loss
in its human development
according to esti-
mates and projections by the

progress,

United Nations.
The United

report titled

noted that the -conflict

"widening human development
pressures across Asia and the

Pacific.

Through higher fuel, freight,
and input costs, the shock is
diminishing household pur-
chasing power, raising food
straining public
budgets, and weakening liveli-
preliminary

insecurity,

hoods."
I .

The

Nations
Development Programme, in a
'Military
Escalation In The Middle East:
Human Development Impacts

Across Asia And The Pacific' A .
is estimates that globally 8.8 mil-

assessment, issued Tuesday,
lion people are at risk of falling
into poverty and the West Asia
military escalation could cost
Asia-Pacific up to USD 299 bil-
lion. In India, poverty is expect-
ed to rise from around 400,000
to 2.5 million, the report said. It
added that the number of peo-
ple pushed into poverty in the
world as a result of the conflict

rises from approximately 1.9
million to nearly 8.8 million
across scenarios, with South
Asia accounting for the largest
share, ranging from about 1.7
million to over 8 million,
reflecting both the subregion's
population size and its higher
exposure to income and price
shocks.

China is estimated to experi-
ence a more moderate increase

in the number of people at risk
of falling into poverty, from
around
620,000, reflecting small pro-
portional changes applied to a
very large population base.
Highlighting the estimated
poverty impact of the military
escalation (28-day conflict,
most severe scenario with 8-
month adjustment), the report
said that India's poverty rate is
estimated to rise to 24.2 per
cent post-crisis from 23.9 per
cent, pushing 2,464,698 people
into poverty. An estimated
354,033,698 people are pro-
jected to live in poverty in the
country post-crisis as com-
pared to 351,569,000 pre-cri-
sis. The UNDP simulation esti-
mates the impact of the conflict
on the Human Development
Index (HDI) for -countries
across the region. It indicates
that Iran's HDI could decline
by an amount equivalent to

roughly one to one and a half
years of human development
progress.

"India is projected to experi-
ence a loss of approximately
0.03% o0.12 years of HDI
progress, followed by Nepal at
around 0.02% 0.09 years and
Viet Nam at 0.02% 0.07 years,
while for China, the estimated
effects on HDI remain limited
in magnltude, ranglng roughly
0.014 "0.05 years," it said.

The report notes that among
the region's larger importers,
India meets over 90 per cent of
its oil needs through imports,
sourcing more than 40 per cent
of crude imports and 90 per
cent of LPG imports from West
Asia. Further, West Asian coun-
tries supply over 45 per cent of
India's fertiliser imports, while
85 per cent of the country's
domestic urea production
depends on imported regasified
liquefied natural gas.

115,000 to over
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'Sexual harassment' at TCS
anguishing: Tata Group chief

New  Delhi, Agency: N
Chandrasekaran, chairman of the Tata
Group, on Monday called the allega-
tions of sexual harassment at TCS,
Nashik, "gravely concerning and
anguishing". "The complaints and alle-
gations emerging from the Nashik
branch of Tata Consultancy Services
have been gravely concerning and
anguishing," he said. He announced
that TCS chief operating officer Arathi
Subramanian was conducting an in-
depth probe to find out the facts and
identify those accountable for the inci-
dent. Eight women employees of TCS,
Nashik, had accused seniors of forced
religious conversion and sexual harass-
ment. "This incident is being treated
with utmost seriousness. Action has
already been initiated against the
accused employees and the company is
extending its full cooperation to the
ongoing investigations," said
Chandrasekaran.

Last week, a special investigation
team probed the complaints filed by
eight employees, who claimed that sen-
ior colleagues mentally and sexually
harassed them and the human

resources department turned a deaf ear
to their complaints. The police have
arrested seven people, including the
woman HR manager.

In Hungary, Ambedkar
inspires oppressed Roma

New delhi, Agency : Ambedkar is
a gypsy icon in Hungary," says Tibor
Derdak over the phone from Miskolc, a
city two hours from Budapest.

It was here 20 years ago that Derdak
co-founded a school named after B R
Ambedkar, who never visited Hungary.
Today, an Ambedkar statue stands near
the building of Dr Ambedkar School.
"Ambedkar's life story is a fairytale for
the Roma community,"” says Derdak,
referring to the long-oppressed ethnic
group the school serves.

The story of a man denied school
admission who goes abroad, becomes a
barrister, fights caste oppression and
helps shape his nation's constitutional
framework has taken root in this
unlikely landscape.

It began in 2005, when Derdak, a
sociologist and former Hungarian MP,
and Janos Orsos, a Roma activist, trav-
elled to Dhamma retreats in
Maharashtra with the Triratna
Buddhist Organisation. What they
encountered changed everything.
"Similar complexion, similar stories of
being othered," Derdak recalls. "Yet, we
saw people from oppressed communi-
ties reach important positions in socie-
ty. We thought we can."

The connection is not only ideologi-
cal. The Roma emigrated from north
India nearly 1,000 years ago. In
Maharashtra, the shock of recognition
was visceral and inspiration practical.
Derdak returned and began translating
Ambedkar's texts into Hungarian,
including stories like Prakriti's from
Chandalika and the entire Pune Pact.



