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Adani Foundation Extends Aid
to Bereaved Family In Plrpalntl

DB Reporter
Bhagalpur: Demonstrating
corporate social responsibility,
Adani Foundation extended
humanitarian assistance to a
bereaved tribal family in
Pahariya Tola, near the under-
construction power plant site in
Pirpainti block.Following a
recent death in the family, the
foundation, in coordination with
Adani Power, provided essential
relief materials, including food
grains and daily-use ration
items, to support the family dur-
ing their difficult time.The initia-
tive aimed to offer immediate
relief and ensure that the affect-
ed family does not face hardship
in meeting basic needs. The
effort was appreciated as a com-
passionate step toward commu-
nity support and welfare.Several

distribution, including Ranjit

—
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local representatives and offi-
cials were present during the

Paswan, ward councillor Riju
Pahariya, village head Varun

from Adani Foundation and
Adani Power.The initiative high-

-
v,

assistance
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Goswami, and representatives lights the importance of timely

Patna, Agency: Janata
Dal (United) supremo
Nitish Kumar on Tuesday
tendered his resignation as
the chief minister of Bihar,
setting the state towards a
new era of politics. BJP's
Samrat Choudhary is all set
to take the oath as the next
CM. With Lalu Yadav out of
active politics and Nitish
Kumar now in Rajya Sabha,
this also marks the end of
the long-running political
lineage that revolved around
the ideals of Jay Prakash
Narayan, Karpoori Thakur,
and Lohia after over three
decades.

Now, Bharatiya Janata
Party - which for long
played the role of second
fiddle to Nitish's JD(U) - is
set to take the centre stage
with Samrat Chaudhary as
their new CM pick.

during the Emergency, the
socialist ideology seeped
deep into the state. JP took
many youth leaders under
his wings, many of whom
later became the bigwigs of
Bihar. Additionally, this was
also an era of Karpoori
Thakur, during which a new
grammar of power emerged,
where caste was not hidden
beneath euphemisms but
spoken of as politics of rep-
resentation.

The fine-tuning of these
ideologies led to the rise of
two of the tallest leaders of
the state - Lalu and Nitish -
who cemented the vision of

Nitish Kumar exits centre stage; BJP era begins

rests. Lalu, the popular
leader known for jests, ruled
for over 15 years. After his
decline, Nitish, known as
Sushasan Babu, ruled the
next 21 years, which came to
an end on Tuesday.

Rise of BJP in Bihar:
Choudhary's elevation
marks a landmark political
transition in Bihar as he
will be the first BJP leader
to assume the top post in
the state by replacing
Nitish. However, Nitish's
exit plan seems to have
been made long ago. After
the National Democratic
Alliance's overwhelming
victory in last year's assem-
bly elections and the BJP's
extraordinary  perform-
ance, rumours began to
swirl that Nitish might step
down from the top job,
making way for the BJP in

engagement in times of crisis.

and community

End of an era: After the
Sampoorn Kranti movement

Bihar's

Curbs on nicotine gums, lozenges may CBI files 22 new FIRs against
make quitting harder, say expertsl

New Delhi, Agency:
Access to quitting aids like
nicotine gums and lozenges
may soon tighten, raising
concerns among experts i
that it could make it harder
for smokers to quit.The trig-
ger is a recommendation by
India's top drug advisory
body to restrict over-the-

I
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counter access to most nico-
tine replacement products. The
proposal allows exemption only
for unflavoured 2 mg nicotine
gum, excludes nicotine lozenges
(2 mg), and keeps all other nico-
tine replacement products out-
side the exemption.

Currently, some of these
products are available without a
licence, making them easier to
access. The proposed changes
could mean fewer options and
more hurdles for those trying to
quit, even as tobacco products
remain widely available.

Experts say the concern
stems from how addiction
works. Nicotine-not the act of
smoking-is the addictive sub-
stance, and withdrawal symp-

toms like low mood and poor
concentration often push users
back to cigarettes.

Nicotine replacement thera-
pies-gums, lozenges and patch-
es-help manage these symp-
toms by delivering nicotine
without the thousands of harm-
ful chemicals in tobacco smoke
that cause cancer, COPD and
heart disease. But they are not a
guaranteed solution. "Many
users continue smoking along
with nicotine patches or gums,
which defeats the purpose and
may even increase overall nico-
tine intake," said Prof (Dr) GC
Khilnani, chairman PSRI insti-
tute of Pulmonary and former
head of pulmonary, AIIMS,

Delhi.
While nicotine is less
harmful than tobacco

smoke, it is not risk-free and
can have cardiovascular
effects, making medical
supervision advisable, he
said.

India, with over 1.35 mil-
lion tobacco-related deaths
annually, depends heavily

on accessible quitting support.
Experts warn that even small
barriers-like
requirements or limited avail-
ability-can discourage
attempts.

There are also concerns
about balance. While quitting
aids face tighter scrutiny, tobac-
co products continue to be
widely sold.

The panel has proposed safe-
guards, including a ban on sale
to minors, monitoring of online
sales, post-marketing surveil-
lance, and possible restrictions
on tobacco industry involve-
ment in marketing these prod-
ucts due to conflict of interest
concerns.

prescription

quit

builders, raids 77 locations
across 8 states

New Delhi, Agency:
CBI filed 22 fresh FIRs and
raided 77 locations across
8 states and UTs on
Tuesday in compliance
with Supreme Court's
order to investigate an
"unholy nexus" between
builders and bank officials
cheating innocent home-
buyers. "These coordinated
search operations are part of
a nationwide crackdown.
Officials seized incriminating
documents, digital devices,
and other materials," said a
CBI spokesperson.

The raids aimed at gather-
ing crucial evidence to unrav-
el the larger conspiracy
involving alleged diversion of
funds, financial irregularities,
and fraudulent practices in
the housing real estate sector,
an official said.

CBI had earlier filed 28
cases against various
builders. "Those cases are
under final stages of investi-

gation," the agency said.

Early last year, SC had
directed CBI to file seven
cases against builders in NCR
following petitions from over
1000 homebuyers. Later, the
court asked the agency to reg-
ister six more FIRs to investi-
gate real estate projects in
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata,
Mohali, and Prayagraj.

Most of the cases pertain to
NCR projects duping home-
buyers through "subvention
schemes". The petitioners
have alleged that bank officials
disbursed loans to builders
under the scheme without due
diligence as the projects
remained on paper only.

Zoji La tunnel to Ladakh on Why Kamal Haasan's missed bigger

brink of breakthrough

Srinagar , Agency Zoji La
tunnel, an upcoming strategic
corridor that will provide all-
weather connectivity between
Kashmir and Ladakh, is nearing a
defining moment, with engineers
inching towards a "break-
through" final blast expected
around May 30.

Work is progressing at about
four meters per day from both
ends -- Sonamarg (Baltal) in
Kashmir and Minamarg in
Ladakh -- wusing controlled
drilling and blasting. Only 300
meters of the 13.155km tunnel is
left to excavate, Harpal Singh,
chief operating officer (COO) of
Megha Engineering and
Infrastructure Ltd (MEIL), told
Media. The Hyderabad-based
company is executing the project.

"The final blast will bring the
excavation phase to a close, com-
pleting the tunnel's core struc-
ture," Singh said, adding the blast
will signal the physical connec-

tion between Kashmir
Ladakh.

According to Singh, this his-
toric milestone will be achieved
by reducing tunnel excavation to
zero within 30 to 35 days.

"Breakthrough will ensure
speedy construction of the
remaining works, including con-
crete lining, permanent tunnel
drainage, installation of surveil-
lance equipment, control build-
ings, underground transformers
and (traffic) smoke control sys-
tems," Singh explained. The tun-
nel is still another two-and-a-half
years from completion.

role in multi-starrer TN politics

New Delhi, Agency:
last month, when Kamal
Haasan drove into Anna
Arivalayam, the DMK
headquarters in Chennai,
to accept the Rajya Sabha
nomination from CM M
K Stalin, it marked the
end of the road for the
Makkal Needhi Maiam

(MNM) founder's promise to
provide an alternative to the
two Dravidian parties in

Tamil Nadu.

Haasan launched MNM in

Feb 2018, seeking to distil
the anger against the estab-
lishment. MNM's first politi-
cal promo ahead of 2019 Lok
Sabha elections showed the
actor breaking a TV set that's
beaming a speech, ostensibly
by Stalin. Cut to 2026 and,
having accepted a Rajya

Sabha nomination, Haasan
surren-
dered the three assembly

"magnanimously"

~

smacked of political
ambivalence.

In the poll arena,
MNM met with succes-
sive electoral setbacks.
In 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
it contested 37 seats and
drew a blank, with a vote

seats DMK had offered to
MNM as an alliance offering.

Why did Haasan, who
redefined success in movies,
fail to live up to his promise
as a politician? The mistakes,

} ] share of 3.7%. In 2021

assembly elections, it
fielded candidates in 154
seats, won nothing, and saw
its vote share dip to 2.5%. In
neighbouring Puducherry, it
got just 1.8% votes. Ahead of

samajik nyay on which
identity politics

a state that was under its
control yet out of reach.

probably, started early.
MNM, true to its name
('Maiam' means centre),

sought to be a centrist force,
representing diverse sections
of society. That positioning
itself was seen as lacking
credibility, since Haasan was
known for his leftist views

the 2024 general elections,
MNM joined the DMK-led
alliance.

Following the demise of

influential leaders such as
Jayalalithaa and M
Karunanidhi, many saw a
new political space in Tamil
Nadu, which film personali-

much before his political
entry. Being at the centre of
the political discourse also

ties like Haasan and
Rajinikanth could poten-
tially fill.

"Transformative step': Former President Pratibha Patil writes
to PM Modi expresmng support for women's reservation bill

New Delhi, Agency:
Former President Pratibha
Devisingh Patil wrote to Prime
Minister ~Narendra  Modi
expressing her strong support
for the implementation of the
women's quota bill, calling it a
"transformative step' for India's
democracy.

Patil, who served as the
country's first woman and 12th
President from 2007 to 2012,
said the 'landmark’ Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam constitu-
tional amendment would signif-
icantly strengthen women's rep-
resentation in legislative bodies
and deepen democratic partici-
pation.

"India has consistently wit-
nessed the extraordinary contri-
butions of women across every
sphere of national development,
often surmounting formidable

social and structural barriers,"
Patil said, adding that this legis-
lation formally recognises their
immense potential and institu-
tionalises pathways for their
leadership at the highest levels
of governance. "It marks a deci-
sive stride towards bridging his-
torical inequities and creating a
more just and equitable socie-

ty," she added. Her remarks
come ahead of a Special Session
of Parliament beginning April
16, where amendments to the
Act and a proposed delimitation
bill are expected to be taken up
to enable one-third reservation
for women in Parliament.

In her letter, Patil described
the legislation as "far more than

a legal provision," saying it
reflects a collective resolve to
advance gender equality and
promote inclusive governance.
"I am confident that this pro-
gressive initiative will ignite the
aspirations of countless women,
particularly from rural and
marginalised  communities,
encouraging them to pursue
leadership roles and contribute
meaningfully to nation-build-
ing," she said.

Highlighting the broader
impact, she noted that greater
representation of women in
Parliament and state legisla-
tures would enrich debates, lead
to more balanced policymaking,
and inspire future generations
to take part in public life.

"I commend the leaders and
all stakeholders who worked
tirelessly over the years to turn
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this long-cherished dream into
reality. This landmark reform
will undoubtedly play a pivotal
role in realising the vision of a
more equitable, empowered,
and inclusive India. With best
wishes for sustained efforts
towards women's empower-
ment and national progress,"”
Patil added.

Her endorsement comes
amid political differences, with
Sonia Gandhi criticising the
timing of the Bill and terming it
an "underhand tactic." Patil,
however, expressed confidence
that the reform would encour-
age women, especially from
rural and marginalised commu-
nities, to pursue leadership
roles and contribute to nation-
building, while signalling
India's commitment to gender
justice and inclusive democracy.

2,026 candidates in fray
for West Bengal poll

New Delhi, Agency: The Election
Commission of India (ECI) on Tuesday
announced that a total of 2,926 candi-
dates are contesting the West Bengal
Assembly elections, scheduled to be
held in two phases on April 23 and
April 29. The results will be declared on
May 4. According to the final list, 1,478
candidates will contest in the first
phase across 152 constituencies, while
1,448 candidates will compete in the
second phase, covering 142 constituen-
cies, the poll body confirmed.

The last date for filing nominations
for the second phase was 9 April.
Scrutiny of nominations took place on
10 April, and candidates were permit-
ted to withdraw their papers until 3 pm
on April 13. The Commission has
directed returning officers to publish
the final list of candidates in the official
gazette. They have also been instructed
to securely store all election-related
documents, including nomination
papers, in sealed envelopes.

Additionally, ballot papers for elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs) will
feature coloured photographs of candi-
dates along with key details such as
serial number and party symbol, mak-
ing it easier for voters to identify them.

West Bengal is set to witness a high-
stakes contest between the incumbent
Trinamool Congress (TMC), which is
seeking a fourth consecutive term, and
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), posi-
tioning itself as the principal chal-
lenger. The BJP had secured 77 seats in
the 2021 Assembly elections, a sharp
rise from just three seats in 2016.

Judiciary must inte-
grate into citizens'
daily lives: CJI Kant

New Delhi, Agency: Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant stated that the
Indian judiciary cannot remain con-
fined to imposing buildings or geo-
graphical limits. Instead, it must evolve
into an accessible, responsive service
seamlessly integrated into citizens'
daily lives. Delivering the 4th Ashok
Desai Memorial Lecture on
"Reimagining Justice: The Indian
Judiciary 50 Years Hence" in New
Delhi on Monday, the CJI said: "Indian
judiciary of the future cannot remain
confined within imposing buildings or
constrained by geography. It must
transform into a service that is accessi-
ble, responsive and seamlessly inte-
grated into the daily lives of citizens."

He added: "In such a vision, justice
is no longer something one must travel
to seek, but something that reaches
individuals efficiently, equitably and
with a sensitivity to the realities of a
changing society." The judiciary's goal
must be a system that, 50 years from
now, proves more accessible, respon-
sive, and closely woven into citizens'
lives, the CJI said. He noted that future
judges cannot limit themselves to being
legal specialists or jurists.




