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Shah slams TMC for neglecting
Gorkhas' long- pendlng demands

New Delhi, Agency:
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah on  Wednesday
launched a sharp attack on
the ruling Trinamool

Congress (TMC), accusing
it of neglecting the welfare
of the Gorkha community
and engaging in political
vendetta.

Addressing a series of
public meetings, Shah said
a future BJP government in
the state would address
long-pending grievances
and withdraw what he
termed "false cases" regis-
tered during the TMC and
earlier Communist regimes.

He urged voters to sup-
port the BJP, appealing to

Electronic
Machines. Shah added that
after the elections, action
would be taken against

Voting

those responsible for
alleged political intimida-

commitment to the Gorkha
community, he said the BJP
would ensure justice for
those facing what he
described as unjustified
legal cases. He claimed sev-

ple cases and promised
their withdrawal under a
BJP-led government.

Shah also criticised West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, alleging
a lack of cooperation in
resolving the Gorkha issue.
He said the BJP would pur-
sue a constitutional path to
address the concerns if
voted to power.

Outlining his vision for
the Darjeeling region, Shah
proposed developing it into
an "adventure heritage
hub" to boost tourism and
economic activity. He also
flagged concerns in the tea
plantation sector, stating
that workers continued to

A year on & 3 months after FIR, UP cleric
held in fake nikah, halala gang-rape case

New Delhi, Agency:
A cleric has been arrested
in the Amroha triple talaq
and halala case nearly
three months after the
matter first came into
focus, with the survivor
alleging that he facilitated a
Feb 2025 nikah using a
fake document that led to
her gang rape under the
pretext of halala. The
woman, who said she was
forced into marriage at 15
and given instant triple
talaq twice, alleged that the
arrangement formed part
of a wider pattern of sexual
exploitation.

Media reported on Jan
23 that the case began as a
complaint under the
Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on

expanding into an investi-
gation involving Pocso Act,
child marriage, coercion,
rape and criminal conspir-
acy. The case now names
eight accused, and the sur-
vivor has alleged that the
arrangements for halala
were planned in advance.
The accused, Maulana
Nadeem, was arrested
shortly after midnight on
April 9, around 1am, and
the survivor alleged he had
used a "farzi", or fake, piece
of paper to convince her
that the marriage was valid.
She said this was done to

halala, a practice under
which  remarriage is
claimed to be permitted
only after a woman marries
another man, the marriage
is consummated, and it
ends through a natural
divorce.

She said she was forced
into marriage at 15, given
instant triple talaq twice,
and compelled to undergo
multiple such arrange-
ments. In her account,
Nadeem played a key role
in one such episode by
helping create the appear-
ance of a lawful nikah that
later enabled what she
described as "gang rape
under the false pretext of
halala". "Maulana Nadeem
was arrested around 1 am
from the Nagli police sta-

them to press the party's
"lotus" symbol on

tion in the region.
Reiterating the party's

eral Gorkha leaders had
been burdened with multi-

face low wages and lack of
land ownership rights.

Marriage) Act, 2019, or the
triple talaq law, before

facilitate

Vladimir Putin likely to take part 33 years after ignominious exit,
SC orders honourable farewell

for former IAF pllot

in Brics summlt 1n India

New Delhi, Agency:
Russian President Vladimir
Putin is likely to participate in
the Brics summit being held in
India in Sept, reported Russia's
TASS news agency on
Wednesday. The report quoted
a Kremlin spokesperson as say-
ing that while the dates for the
summit have not been
announced yet, the president
would definitely attend the
event. If it happens, it would be
Putin's second visit to India in
nine months. He had last visited
India in Dec for the annual
India-Russia summit. PM
Narendra Modi is also likely to
visit Moscow this year for the
2026 annual summit. Govt is
also expecting participation by
Chinese President Xi Jinping in
the Brics summit.

India holds the presidency
for Brics this year and will host
the grouping's foreign minis-
ters' meeting on May 14-15.
India has been working to forge
a consensus among the mem-
ber-states for a joint statement

on the war in the West Asia
region. Iranian leaders, includ-

ing President Masoud
Pezeshkian, have pressed India
to get Brics to express solidarity
with Tehran. However, the
presence of both Iran and the
UAE in the group has prevented
Brics from speaking in one
voice over the ongoing conflict.

Russian foreign minister

30

Sergey Lavrov will participate in
the meeting. Chinese foreign
minister Wang Yi is also expect-
ed to visit India for the meeting.
As the relationship with China
continues to improve steadily,
Beijing has pledged support for
India's
President Xi Jinping is also
expected to visit India for the
Brics summit.

Brics  presidency.

New Delhl, Agency:
Noting that it is the honour
which is the most impor-
tant thing for a defence
personnel, Supreme Court
on Wednesday directed
that a septuagenarian for-
mer Indian Air Force pilot,
who had to face an igno-
minious exit from the serv-
ice 33 years back, be now
given a farewell with honour
as his dismissal was arbitrary
and in violation of law.

After fighting a protracted
legal battle over 33 years, the
officer got his honour
restored with SC holding his
termination illegal and
directed the Centre to grant
him 50% of salary and
allowances from 1993 till the
date of his retirement from
service and all promotional
and pensionary benefits.

"Justice demands that the
ignominy with which the
appellant had to survive more

j I\

I

than three decades is obliter-
ated, the wrongful termina-
tion of his service be revoked
and his honour restored...
The order of dismissal dated
Sept 22, 1993 stands set
aside.

Appellant having since
crossed the age of superannu-
ation, he cannot be reinstated
in service. In law, however, he
is entitled to claim all conse-
quential service benefits
which would have accrued to
him, had he not been fastened
with such illegal order of dis-
missal,” a bench of Justices
Dipankar Datta and K V
Viswanathan said.

DiStI’iCt With most SIR deletions 'Respect for women is respect for nation':
PM Modi on women's reservation bill

to see max CAPF deployment

Kolkata , Agency:
Murshidabad, the district
which recorded the highest
number of deletions from
the voters' list in Bengal dur-
ing the special intensive
revision (SIR) of the elec-
toral roll, will also have the
largest contingent of central
forces deployed ahead of the
first phase of the assembly
elections on April 23. Close to 7.4
lakh names were deleted from
the roll in the Muslim-majority
Murshidabad district. Around
316 companies of Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) will be
deployed there, Election
Commission sources said.

In all, 2,407 companies of
CAPF, which means at least 1.73
lakh personnel, will be taking
positions in 152 constituencies,
spread across 16 districts, that
vote on April 23. The deployment
for Bengal will be the highest ever
in the state. During the 2024 Lok

Sabha polls, held in seven phases
in Bengal, 900 companies of
CAPF had arrived in the state. In
the 2021 state polls, split into
eight phases, EC had sent around
725 companies. According to the
deployment plan, the
Murshidabad and Jangipur
police districts of Murshidabad
will get 240 and 76 companies of
central forces, respectively.

East Midnapore will see the
second-highest CAPF deploy-
ment (273 companies) among the
districts going to the polls in the
first phase, followed by West
Midnapore (271 companies).

Delimitation bill in Parliament:

What's different thls tlme and why it's kicking up a row

New Delhi, Agency: Govt
will move a Constitutional
(Amendment) Bill and
Delimitation Bill in Parliament
Thursday. The delimitation
exercise is being closely watched
as govt is keen to reserve 33%
seats for women in Lok Sabha
and state assemblies from 2029
general elections, without
changing the proportion of seats
that a state has. For this the
overall size of the lower House of
Parliament is sought to be
enhanced by 50%. Media looks
at how delimitation works.

What is delimitation? It's
an exercise to redraw con-
stituencies for LS and assem-
blies, which is done on the basis
of population. Based on the pop-
ulation in the last census, each
state is assigned seats in House
of People and the state assem-

bly. So, constituencies can be
different in geographical size,
but roughly equal in the density
of population. Article 82 of the
Constitution mandates that this
exercise be undertaken after
each census. While three delimi-
tation exercises were undertak-
en in every decade starting 1952,

in 1976 the 42nd constitutional
amendment suspended the revi-
sion until after the 2001 census
and froze the number of seats in
LS at 543. In 2001, the 84th con-
stitutional amendment extend-
ed the freeze on the number of
seats until 2026.

In 2008, a delimitation exer-

ahead of spec1al Parhament session

New Delhi, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday wrote
about women's empower-
ment on social media
ahead of the special ses-
sion of Parliament.

In a post on X, the
Prime Minister said the
country is set to take a
"historic step" in empower-
ing women as lawmakers
prepare to discuss an impor-
tant bill regarding the
women's reservation frame-
work. "Starting today, in the
special session of Parliament,
our country is about to take a
historic step towards
women's empowerment. The
respect for our mothers and
sisters is the respect for the
nation," he wrote.

The post also included a
Sanskrit verse which high-

lights the role of women in
dispelling ignorance and illu-
minating society with knowl-
edge.

Women's reservation
bill in focus: The special
session, scheduled from April
16 to 18, is expected to take
up an amendment to imple-
ment the women's reserva-
tion law, aiming to ensure
one-third representation for
women in the Lok Sabha and
state assemblies from the
2029 general elections. The

cise was undertaken, but it, in
deference to southern states'
sensitivities, relied on the 1971
census and demarcated fresh
boundaries of LS constituencies
without changing the respective
shares of states in LS.

How is
done?
empowers Parliament to decide
on delimitation and govt is mov-
ing a bill to set up a Delimitation
Commission. The commission is
proposed to be headed by a for-
mer Supreme Court judge with
the chief election commissioner,
or his nominee as a member.

How will next delimita-
tion exercise be different?
The exercise for LS is likely to be
delinked from 2011 census, with
govt, in view of the resistance
from southern states, keen that
the proportion of seats for each

delimitation

The  Constitution

L ol

Centre is seeking broad
political support for the
move. Earlier, PM
Modi had urged oppo-
sition parties to back
the amendment, saying
it reflects the aspira-
tions of "every sister
and daughter of this
country".

Alongside the reservation
bill, the government is also
set to introduce key legisla-
tions, including the
Constitution (One Hundred
and Thirty-First
Amendment) Bill, 2026, and
the Delimitation Bill, 2026.

While opposition parties
have expressed support for
early implementation of
women's reservation, they
have raised concerns over the
proposed delimitation exer-
cise tied to the reforms.

state remain unchanged in LS,
while ensuring that 33% reser-
vation is provided to women.
This means that each state will
see the number of seats increase
by 50% - UP, for instance, will
have 120 seats in the expanded
LS, instead of 80 - which will
also equal the 33% of the seats
reserved for women (40 seats).
So, the exercise will be similar to
the last one in the sense that
boundaries of constituencies
will be redrawn, but with a high-
er number of seats.

The bill circulated to law-
makers is seen to have made
some other changes. "Currently,
Article 82 requires that delimi-
tation of constituencies and
readjustment of seats among
states be undertaken after com-
pletion of every census, using
population data of that census.

exploitation in the name of

sexual tion jurisdiction,"

Sahrawat told Media .

Omar refuses to cut
'"Tricolour' ribbon, BJP
says well done

Srinagar, Agency: Jammu and
Kashmir CM Omar Abdullah on
Wednesday refused to cut the ribbon at
an event in Srinagar as it bore colours
of the national flag. "Yeh nahin kaat
sakte (We cannot cut this)," he said,
turning to deputy CM Surinder
Choudhary, who agreed.

Omar was inaugurating the handi-
craft department's 'Know Your
Artisans' event at Kashmir Haat. When
he saw the Tricolour on the ribbon, he
suggested it could be untied instead.

The CM and the deputy CM handed
the ribbon back to the organisers after
untying it and asked them to keep it
respectfully. The BJP appreciated
Omar's refusal to cut the ribbon. The
party's J&K spokesperson Altaf Thakur
has sought an inquiry into the incident
and strict action against those responsi-
ble. He said, "Using the national flag as
a ribbon to be cut during an inaugura-
tion reflects a serious lack of under-
standing and respect for its sanctity.”
He added, "This is not a minor oversight
but a grave lapse. The officers who
allowed or designed such an act must be
identified and suspended.

Delhi court summons
Robert Vadra in money
laundering case

New Delhi, Agency: A Delhi court
on Wednesday took cognisance of a
chargesheet filed by the Enforcement
Directorate against businessman
Robert Vadra in a money laundering
case linked to a land transaction in
Haryana's Shikohpur area.

Special Judge Sushant Changotra
directed Vadra and the other accused to
appear before the court on May 16.

The probe agency had filed a prose-
cution complaint in July last year,
marking the first instance of any inves-
tigative agency initiating criminal pro-
ceedings against Vadra, who is married
to Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra. In April 2025, the agency had
questioned him for three consecutive
days as part of the investigation.

The case arises from a land transac-
tion in the Manesar-Shikohpur belt,
now Sector 83 in Gurugram. In
February 2008, Skylight Hospitality
Pvt Ltd, a company in which Vadra had
earlier served as a director, purchased a
3.5-acre land parcel from Onkareshwar
Properties for Rs 7.5 crore. At the time,
Haryana was governed by a Congress
administration led by Bhupinder Singh
Hooda. Four years later, in September
2012, the land was sold to real estate
firm DLF for Rs 58 crore. The deal
came under scrutiny in October 2012
when IAS officer Ashok Khemka, then
Director General of Land Consolidation
and Land Records-cum-Inspector
General of Registration, cancelled the
mutation, stating that the transaction
violated provisions of the state consoli-
dation law and related procedures.
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