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PM Modi, France's Macron call for Hormuz
access as West Asia crisis teeters on edge

are underway for a fresh
round of face-to-face nego-

New Delhi, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday held a
telephonic  conversation
with French President
Emmanuel Macron, stress-
ing the "urgent need" to
restore safety and freedom
of navigation in the Strait of
Hormuz, as the fast-evolv-
ing West Asia crisis threat-
ens global energy and secu-
rity stability.

"Received a phone call
from my dear friend,
President Emmanuel
Macron. We discussed the
situation in West Asia and
agreed on the need to
urgently restore safety and
freedom of navigation in
the Strait of Hormuz," Modi
said, signalling India's
deepening concern over the

of

prolonged disruption in one

transit chokepoints.

The high-level exchange
comes at a time when ten-
sions between the United
States and Iran remain pre-
cariously poised between
diplomacy and escalation.

the world's busiest oil

Even
engagements continue, the
situation on the ground
remains volatile, with the
Strait effectively restricted
and global oil markets
under pressure.

According to the latest
developments, discussions

tiations

alive.

as  backchannel bility

nuclear

Divya Jyoti, Bageshwar Dham get
approval for forelgn fundlng

New Delhi, Agency:
Religious guru Ashutosh
Maharaj's Divya Jyoti
Jagrati Sansthan,
Bageshwar Dham, cricketer
Shikhar Dhawan's founda-
tion and Radha Soami

Satsang of Agra are some of i‘" B

the key NGOs that have
received registration under
the Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA) by
the Union Home Ministry,
allowing them to receive for-
eign donations.

Divya Jyoti  Jagrati

.r‘.
i
-

Sansthan and Bageshwar
Dham have been granted FCRA
registration under the religious
(Hindu), cultural and social cat-
egories. However, Bageshwar
Dham has also received the sta-
tus under the additional educa-
tional and economic categories.
Radha Soami Satsang of Agra
has received it under the reli-
gious (Hindu) and social cate-
gories, while Shikhar Dhawan
Foundation has got it under the

HP influencer questions Army men's

social category.

Bageshwar Dham is headed
by Dhirendra Krishna Shastri,
provocative
speeches and proximity to vari-
ous political leaders. His NGO
is based in Madhya Pradesh's
Chhatarpur district, while Divya
Jyoti Jagrati Sansthan is based
out of the national capital.
Shikhar
Dhawan's foundation is also

known for his

Former cricketer

loyalty to spouses, faces i 1nqu1ry,

New Delhi, Agency:
Enraged over controversial
comments against Army
personnel by social media
influencer Ishita Pundir,
complaints by several indi-
viduals, besides a Congress

general secretary, have
flooded the Sirmaur police,
seeking action against

her.Many have termed her
remarks malicious. "The
Army personnel are our pride
and we all respect them," com-
mented Mamta Bhardwaj.

In a Facebook video post,
Ishita severely criticised Army
personnel. She said, "Army men
are not loyal to their girlfriends
or their wives. They are definitely
loyal to their nation, but they can
never be loyal to their girlfriends
or their wives. I've heard of many
such cases and girls will agree
with me, as 90 per cent of them
are not loyal. I am not talking
about all of them. Though I have
not had any such experience,

when they come on leave they

have four or five girlfriends."

Her controversial remarks
drew the ire of social media
users. One of them, Manmohan
Singh, said her malicious post
had hurt the dignity and respect
of Army personnel and he would

file an FIR against her.

Another person, Bhupinder
Singh, in his complaint to the
Dadahu police in the Renuka Ji
Assembly segment, demanded
the registration of a defamation
case against Ishita for damaging
the image of the Army. He
termed her post mischievous.

based out of Delhi.

NGOs can receive foreign
donations under social, reli-
gious, educational, economic
and cultural activities. These
NGOs are among the 38 that
have received the FCRA regis-
tration in 2026 to date.
Ramakrishna Missions at
Bolpur in West Bengal and
Purnea in Bihar have also
received it this year.

Washington and Tehran,
though no dates have been
finalised yet. Pakistan con-
firmed that the first round
yielded neither a break-
through nor a breakdown,
keeping diplomatic options
Reports indicate
that negotiators from both
sides have made limited
progress, with talks now
shifting towards the possi-
of
arrangement rather than a
comprehensive deal. This
includes proposals around
temporary curbs on Iran's
programme
exchange for partial sanc-
tions relief and easing mar-
itime restrictions.
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Kolkata, Agency:
Calcutta HC j udge, Justice
Krishna Rao, on Thursday

Commission for not pro-
ducing notifications indi-
cating if assistant profes-
sors could be appointed as
presiding polling officers
in assembly elections. "You
(EC) can appoint judges

Representation
People Act) as polling offi-
I am ready to go," he
said, giving the poll panel
another opportunity to get
the facts supporting its

A group of assistant pro-
challenged EC's
order directing them to join
as presiding officers for the
elections.
argued EC, in a previous
order, had said, "Group A-

'Why only professors, put judges
too on election duty HC slams EC

the Election

Section 26 (of
of

specific

DEO..."

They

not

Thousands hit streets in Manipur's
Imphal over children's killing
clash Wlth forces

New Delhi,
Agency: Thousands
of people defied pro-
hibitory orders in
Manipur's Imphal
West district and took
out a torch rally to
protest the recent
bomb attack in which
two children were
killed, triggering
clashes with security
forces, officials said.
Thousands carrying torches
began the rally around 7 pm
on Thursday at Singjamei,
demanding the immediate
arrest of those responsible for
the April 7 blast at Tronglaobi
in Bishnupur district that
claimed the lives of two chil-
dren. Officials said some pro-
testers raised slogans against
the security forces and ver-
bally abused personnel
deployed at the spot. After
covering nearly 2 km, the
rally reached Chingamathak,
a few km from the chief min-

ister's bungalow, police head-
quarters and Lok Bhavan.

Security personnel, who
were heavily outnumbered,
asked the protesters to turn
back as prohibitory orders
were in force, leading to a
confrontation, officials said.

As the situation turned
volatile, security forces fired
several rounds of tear gas
shells and resorted to baton
charges to disperse the
crowd. Several youths
allegedly pelted stones at the
forces, further escalating ten-
sions, they said.

ED questions TMC MLA in Kolkata land-grabbing case

I-Traids home, poll office ahead of Bengal vote

New Delhi, Agency:

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has inten-
sified its probe into

Trinamool Congress MLA
Debasish Kumar in an
alleged land-grabbing and
illegal construction case in
Kolkata, questioning him

il <

Officials are probing
whether businessman Amit
Gangopadhyay and his asso-
ciates obtained disputed
property records, created
forged documents for con-
tested land parcels and sold
them at inflated prices.

Some of the properties

multiple times while the
Income Tax Department
conducted raids at his resi-
dence and election office on
Friday.

Kumar, who is seeking re-
election from the Rashbehari
Assembly constituency in
south Kolkata, was sum-
moned by the ED on April 1, 3
and 9. He appeared before
investigators at the CGO
Complex in Salt Lake on all
three occasions.

Income Tax officials on
Friday searched Kumar's res-
idence on Manoharpukur
Road and his election office,
with simultaneous operations

beginning around 6 am.

The ED investigation is
linked to around 17 FIRs filed
against a real estate firm
accused of duping investors
by promising high returns.
Searches were earlier con-
ducted on March 28 at the
company's office and resi-
dences of its officials, during
which Kumar's name alleged-
ly surfaced. According to
agency sources, investigators
are examining allegations
that a construction group
encroached on land parcels
across south Kolkata with
alleged municipal assistance.

under scrutiny are reported-
ly linked to the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
(KMC), where Kumar serves
as Member-Mayor-in-
Council (MMIC).
Investigators have reportedly
seized phone chats in which
photographs and details of
disputed land were allegedly
shared with Kumar. The ED is
also examining whether any
money trail or financial trans-
actions connect him to the
deals. The agency is further
probing the possible involve-
ment of KMC employees and
how information related to
disputed properties was

How interplay of caste, geography demdes winners in Tamil Nadu

New Delhi, Agency: In
Tamil Nadu, elections are not
decided by party arithmetic
alone. Across its regions, dom-
inant caste blocs - vanniyars in
the north, gounders in the
west, thevars in the south, and
dalit and nadar communities in
key pockets - continue to shape
alliances, candidate selection
and, often, the final result.

Vanniyars are concentrated
in northern districts like
Viluppuram, Dharmapuri,

Krishnagiri, Salem, Cuddalore
and Vellore. The influential
OBC community rose to politi-
cal prominence after Vanniyar
Sangam, led by S Ramadoss,
spearheaded violent protests
that preceded the introduction
of 20% quota for Most
Backward Classes in 1989 by
the M Karunanidhi govt.

The community has since
then largely backed PMK,

founded by Ramadoss and now
under the disputed control of
his son, Anbumani Ramadoss.
Sizeable sections of vanniyars
have also aligned with DMK
and ADMK. This time,
Anbumani's PMK faction, an
NDA member, is contesting 18
seats, while Ramadoss senior
has fielded candidates in 35
seats, mostly in the northern

belt.

Shortly before the 2021
assembly polls, ADMK govt
introduced a 10.5% internal
quota for vanniyars, but
Supreme Court struck it down.
The incoming DMK govt took a
cautious line, maintaining that
only the Centre has the legal
authority to conduct a caste
census.

The DMK govt has three

senior ministers from the com-
munity. "Both DMK and
ADMK allot more seats to van-
niyars, which shows the com-
munity's significance," says
Vanniyar Federation founder-
president C N Ramamurthy.
DMK also received a boost last
week when Guru
Viruthambigai, daughter of the
late PMK leader Guru, met CM
MK Stalin to offer support.

If vanniyars are central to
the north, gounders continue
to hold sway in western Tamil
Nadu, particularly in
Coimbatore, Erode and Salem
districts. Large sections contin-
ue to support leaders from the
community such as ADMK
general secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami and former min-
isters SP Velumani and P
Thangamani. KA Sengottaiyan,
another community veteran,

L ol

has crossed over to Vijay's
TVK. In the 2021 assembly
election, the western belt was
the only region that stayed with
the ADMK, which won 29 of 48
seats there. This time, Stalin
has assigned the region to for-
mer minister V Senthilbalaji.
"DMK candidates will win in
several constituencies in the
western region and we will
form the next govt,"
Senthilbalaji told Media .

In southern Tamil Nadu,
thevar influence remains
strong in districts such as
Ramanathapuram, Sivaganga,
Virudhunagar, Theni and
Madurai. The mukkulathor
grouping - comprising the
Kallar, Maravar and
Agamudaiyar communities -
has long been regarded as a key
support base of the ADMK,
especially during the tenures of
MGR and Jayalalithaa.

W

equivalent senior officers,
including teaching staff of
universities and colleges,
should not be drafted for
polling duties on polling
station premises without
reasons to be
recorded in writing by the

Section 26 states a DEO
can appoint a presiding
officer for each polling sta-
tion as necessary but will
appoint

ik
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employed by or is working
for a candidate. Justice
Rao, after hearing EC coun-
sel's arguments, said, "We
can also go to the polling
office... It is not a joke,
every time you are chang-
ing your notification."
Bikash Ranjan
Bhattacharya, representing
the assistant professors,
said their main demand
was not to be assigned the

anyone duty of a presiding officer.

US won't extend oil
waiver; India faces

energy squeeze

New Delhi, Agency: The US has
confirmed it will not renew the 30-day
sanctions waiver that had allowed
countries, including India, to import
limited quantities of Russian and
Iranian oil, signalling a return to
stricter enforcement and raising fresh
concerns over energy supplies and
costs. Announcing the decision, US
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said
the temporary licence - granted last
month to ease global supply disrup-
tions - had expired and would not be
extended. The waiver, issued on March
5, had permitted Indian refiners to pur-
chase Russian crude already loaded on
vessels and stranded at sea amid esca-
lating geopolitical tensions. Designed
as a short-term measure, it was aimed
at stabilising global oil markets hit by
the West Asia crisis and disruptions in
key shipping routes.

With its expiry earlier this month,
Washington has now drawn a firm line,
making it clear that no further exemp-
tions will be granted for purchases of
Russian or Iranian oil.

The move is expected to have direct
implications for India, one of the
largest buyers of discounted Russian
crude since western sanctions were
imposed on Moscow. Industry
observers say the end of the waiver
could affect supply chains, tighten
availability of cheaper oil and poten-
tially push up import costs.

Women not a bargaining
chip, say Left leaders on
quota-delimitation link

New Delhi, Agency: The Left, a
long-time proponent of the Women's
Reservation Bill, has expressed concern
over the BJP-led Centre's move to link
the legislation with the "political" exer-
cise of delimitation. In a strong state-
ment, party leaders said women must
not be treated as a bargaining chip or a
means to secure electoral gains.

Speaking to The Tribune, CPI(M)
leader Subhashini Ali accused the BJP
of exploiting women's aspirations for
political representation to advance its
own agenda.

"This Bill, in its current form, has
nothing to offer to women belonging to
the most disadvantaged sections of the
society. When the last census was con-
ducted in 2011, the number of seats for
SC/STs was also increased along with
the general ones. Today, the Modi gov-
ernment is silent on the OBCs, Dalits
and Adivasi women who are in the need
for greater representation,” she said.

Ali further remarked that the Bill
was being introduced in a
"Machiavellian" manner and did not
reflect the aspirations of the 21st-cen-
tury woman. CPI leader Annie Raja,
another vocal advocate of women's
reservation, claimed the government
had been compelled to act only after
judicial intervention.

"Till 2014, all Prime Ministers had
consulted women rights activists and
experts on the matter. But we have not
got an audience with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the regime contin-
ues to make laws without any debate
and deliberation. The Bill should have
been provided to parliamentarians
seven days in advance.




