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Iran opens Strait of Hormuz, but
Trump blockade stays until ﬁnal truce

New Delhi, Agency:
Iran on Friday announced
that the crucial Strait of
Hormuz will remain open
to commercial ships for the
remainder of the ceasefire,
easing pressure on global
energy markets and sig-
nalling a tentative de-esca-
lation in the West Asia cri-
sis. The US, however, said
its blockade targeting Iran
would remain in place until
the ongoing negotiations
were fully concluded.

Iran's Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi said
the passage for all commer-
cial vessels had been
declared "completely open"
for the duration of the
ceasefire, with shipping to
follow coordinated routes
designated by Iran's Ports

High-level review on India-Nepal border held in Raxaul

By Sagar Suraj
RAXAUL (East

Champaran): In
comprehensive push to

tighten security and accelerate
development along the India-
Nepal border, a high-level

and Maritime Organisation.

The announcement
effectively ends weeks of
disruption in one of the
world's most critical energy
chokepoints, through which
nearly a fifth of global oil
and liquefied natural gas
supplies transit. The Strait
had been shut since late

Bihar chief secretary and DGP lead high-level review in Raxaul,
focus on border security, encroachments, smuggling, and
development push along India-Nepal frontier

place. A Field Survey Team
(FST) meeting had earlier

scale of cross-border crime
between 2022 and 2026. In

February following US and
Israeli strikes on Iran,
choking supply lines, spik-
ing crude prices and rat-
tling global trade.

Within hours of Tehran's
declaration, Brent crude
prices plunged to around
$88 per barrel from above
$98 earlier in the day,

extending a sharp retreat
from peaks exceeding $119
in March. Global equity
markets responded with
equal vigour: US indices
surged, with the S&P 500
rising 0.8 per cent and
both the Nasdaq and Dow
Jones gaining over 1 per
cent, while major
European indices posted
gains of up to 2 per cent.
Seizing the moment,
Trump issued a series of
triumphant statements,
asserting that Iran had
agreed to never again
weaponise the strait. "A
great and brilliant day for
the world," he declared,
while crediting regional
partners, including
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
the UAE and Qatar, for

'Black day for sisters':

Shivraj Chouhan slams Opposition as
women's quota bill fails in Lok Sabha

New Delhi, Agency:
Moments after the
Women's Reservation Bill
was defeated in Parliament,
Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Chouhan on Friday
said April 17 will be seen as
a "black day" for the coun-
try's sisters and for democ-
racy.

He said the Congress
and INDIA bloc have once
again betrayed the coun-
try's sisters and cheated its
daughters.

In a series of posts on X,
the minister said, "The
honourable Prime Minister
and Home Minister had
proven every apprehension
of the Opposition baseless.
They had clearly stated that
no injustice or harm would
be done to any state. But

the anti-woman Opposition
did not believe them."
"Today, it wasn't just one
bill that fell. Today, an axe
was struck at the hopes of
sisters. The anti-women
Congress and INDIA bloc
crushed the efforts to
empower sisters. They
shattered the dreams of sis-
ters. They trampled their

aspirations. They extin-
guished the possibilities
within them and hurt the
sentiments of sisters, who
are  embodiments  of
power," he added.

Chouhan also accused
the Congress and INDIA
bloc of inculcating "anti-
women" mindset.

"The mindset of the
Congress and INDIA bloc is
- Woman, you are only
helpless," he said.

He added that in the
'Amrit Kaal' of independ-
ence, when the immense
potential of women should
have been harnessed in
building a developed
India, the Opposition has
committed the sin of
crushing and destroying
that very power.

Father, son stabbed to death
in south Delhi's Alaknanda
over old enmity

New Delhi, Agency: A 62-year-old

review meeting chaired jointly

been conducted on March 24

east

Champaran

authorities

by Bihar

and Director General of Superintendent of police smuggling, 779 cases of arms
Police was held at the SSB (SP) of FEast Champaran trafficking leading to 1,179
headquarters in Raxaul on district Swarn Prabhat arrests, and 448 narcotics
Saturday. The meeting brought informed that encroachment cases with 663 arrests. Fake
together district magistrates, removal emerged as a currency  seizures  worth
superintendents of police, key focus area. Of 121 54.64 lakh were reported in
sub-divisional officers, identified encroachments 10 cases. Notably, 41 cases
land  acquisition officials, along the pillars, 117 have of illegal foreign infiltration
and senior SSB personnel. been cleared, with action were detected, with 25 foreign

Officials reviewed the status
of the 114.54-km international

Chief Secretary

at the SSB headquarters.

underway in the remaining
cases. Within a 15-km belt

recorded 22,500 cases of liquor

nationals apprehended in 2025
alone,

including individuals

border in East Champaran,

where 1,237 boundary pillars encroachments have been and Abu Dhabi.
have been installed. Of these, flagged. Four unauthorised subdivision,

931 are in good condition, religious  structures  have

while 73 have been found also been identified in the

damaged. Authorities said no-man’s  land.  Sources

joint inspections and regular
monitoring mechanisms are in

of Raxaul and Sikrahana, 34

said that Data presented at
the meeting highlighted the

from Bangladesh, Sri Lanka

seized from 1,918 accused.
Police also rescued 574 victims
of human trafficking, including
minors, and identified several
suspicious companies involved

In Raxaul of
narcotics were

acquisition progress for the

proposed Raxaul airport and

GST collections in Motihari

Border Issues discussed at Raxaul

in trafficking under the guise

and Raxaul zones, reflecting

employment. Proposals directed officials to expedite improved economic activity.
have been initiated to attach the process. Development Officials stressed stronger
properties worth over 53 crore initiatives under the Vibrant coordination among agencies,
linked to illegal trade and 12 Village Programme across continued joint patrolling,
crore tied to land mafias. The 12 border villages were and timely execution of
meeting also reviewed land assessed, alongside a rise in development schemes in

border areas.

Rahul talks of April 16, BJP Raghav Chadha's sw1pe in RS again exposes AAP rift

reminds him of Aprll 17 h1st0ry

New Delhi,
Agency: After Rahul
Gandhi concluded his
speech in Lok Sabha
on Friday 'posing a
puzzle' for MPs to
consider "what hap-
pened on April 16",
BJP's Nishikant
Dubey got up to

counter the Congress neta saying

it is April 17 that is significant.

Gandhi had already left the
Parliament by then despite for-
mer Cabinet minister Anurag
Thakur raising a House rule that
binds a speaker, after he con-
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shoved him out of the party's

Akbar

Road headquarters?”
Dubey asked. He referred to an
instance involving SP MP Yashvir
Singh being "beaten by Sonia
Gandhi" in this House in the well
while opposing SC/ST quota bill.

Delhi,
Agency. Aam Aadmi
Party ¥ MP  Raghav

Chadha on Friday made
a pointed intervention in
the Rajya Sabha, taking
an indirect dig at his own
party leadership amid an
ongoing internal rift that
has played out in public
over the past
fortnight.Speaking dur-
ing the House proceed-
ings to felicitate
Harivansh Narayan
Singh on his unopposed
re-election as Deputy
Chairman for a third
term, Chadha remarked

speaking time
ahead.

Chadha also praised the
functioning of the House
under the current presid-
ing officer, Vice-President
and Rajya Sabha
Chairman Ccp
Radhakrishnan, and said
more members were now
being given opportunities
to speak compared to ear-
lier sessions. He observed
that participation during
Zero Hour had expanded
significantly, allowing a
larger number of MPs to
raise issues.

going

said he himself,

recently

cludes, to be present and listen to
the next speaker.

"It was on this day that Rajiv
Gandhi was accused in the Bofors
(bribery) scandal," Dubey began,
reminding Congress of its "dark
history". "On April 17, 1998, who
pulled down the dhoti of Sitaram
Kesri ji, the Congress president
from the backward class? Who

"Congress has always insulted
women, backward classes, and
Dalits; today it opposed women's
reservation bill - parties support-
ing Congress should learn from
Cong's history.

In India, all people have pro-
gressed through hard work, but
Congress wants to progress by
dividing the nation," he added.

that key leaders from his
party were missing from the
chamber. He noted that the
party's leader in the House,
widely understood to be
Sanjay Singh, was not pres-
ent, and neither was the
newly appointed deputy
leader Ashok Kumar Mittal
In a pointed line, Chadha

removed from the deputy
leader's post, was present
and grateful for the opportu-
nity to speak, drawing laugh-
ter in the House. He said, in a
lighter tone, that he hoped
his future interactions with
the Chair would be more
"cordial" and that he might
be allowed a little extra

The remarks come
against the backdrop of a
widening internal discord
within the AAP. Earlier this
month, the party formally
replaced Chadha as its
deputy leader in the Upper
House, naming Mittal in his
place through a communica-
tion to the Rajya Sabha
Secretariat.

MDB heads pledge deeper collaboration to navigate global economic uncertainty

New Delhi, Agency:
Multilateral Development
Bank (MDB) leaders have
pledged to deepen their collab-
oration to support member
countries facing heightened
global uncertainty. Meeting in
Washington DC on the side-
lines of the World Bank Group-
International Monetary Fund
Spring Meetings, the heads of
the world's major development
institutions underscored the
importance of close coopera-
tion to maintain stability and

safeguard development
progress.

The Heads of MDBs Group
includes the African
Development Bank Group,
Asian Development Bank,
Asian Infrastructure

Investment Bank, Council of
Europe Development Bank,
European Bank for
Reconstruction and

Development, European
Investment Bank, Inter-
American Development Bank
Group, Islamic Development
Bank, New Development Bank,
and the World Bank Group.
The International Monetary
Fund also participates in the
Heads discussions.

The leaders noted that the

situation in the

evolving
Middle East and shifting finan-
cial conditions are contributing
to mounting pressures across

their member economies.
According to a Joint News
Release, these global develop-
ments are already manifesting
through higher energy costs,
supply chain disruptions, and

tighter financial conditions.
The heads emphasized their
readiness to deploy timely sup-
port to help clients manage
risks and protect vulnerable
populations.

"MDBs are working more
closely than ever to support
our members and clients
through a complex and evolv-
ing global environment," said
Masato Kanda, President of the
Asian Development Bank and
current Chair of the MDB
Heads Group.

"By combining our financial
strength, knowledge, and part-
nerships, we are helping coun-
tries manage immediate pres-
sures while building resilience
for the future," Kanda added.

The heads of these institu-
tions reaffirmed their commit-
ment to delivering impact at
scale, with a specific focus on
private sector development,

L ol

job creation, and long-term
sustainable growth. A key pri-
ority identified was the mobi-
lization of private finance. The
leaders agreed to establish a
working group to advance
"originate-to-distribute”
approaches, which are intend-
ed to create bankable opportu-
nities and attract private capi-
tal at scale.

To mitigate exchange rate
risks, the group plans to scale
up local currency financing and
develop domestic financial
markets. They also recognized
the need for increased trans-
parency regarding credit risks
in emerging markets through
the Global Emerging Markets
(GEMS) consortium.
Furthermore, the banks agreed
on a common approach to
measure how their operations
impact job creation and pover-
ty reduction.

man and his son were stabbed to death,
while a relative was injured, in a shock-
ing double murder at Tara Apartments
in south Delhi's Alaknanda area on
Friday evening, police said.

The deceased have been identified as
Rakesh Sood (62) and his son Karan
Sood (27). Their relative Rahul sus-
tained injuries and is currently under-
going treatment, they added.

The accused, identified as Asad, a
resident of the same apartment com-
plex, has been detained by the police.

According to officials, the incident
took place around 6:15 pm when the
accused allegedly called the victims
outside their residence. Police said the
Sood family had been living in the
apartment complex for nearly 15 years
and were involved in the property busi-
ness. Preliminary investigation sug-
gests that the accused and the victims
had an ongoing dispute for nearly a
year over financial and parking issues.

On Friday evening, a fresh argument
broke out between the two sides, which
soon escalated into violence. Asad
allegedly attacked the victims with a
sharp weapon, stabbing them multiple
times outside the O-Block premises, an
official said. All three injured persons
were rushed to a private hospital in
Saket, where doctors declared Rakesh
Sood and Karan Sood brought dead.
Rahul is reported to be stable, the cop
added. Deputy Commissioner of Police
(South) Anant Mittal said a PCR call
was received regarding a dispute
between residents. Investigation
revealed that the attack stemmed from
a long-standing enmity.

Govt strengthens DGFT
Norms Committees to
speed up export authori-

sations, cut delays

New Delhi, Agency: The Ministry
of Commerce and Industry has intro-
duced a set of reforms to improve the
functioning of Norms Committees
under the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT), aimed at faster
disposal of Advance Authorisation
applications and easing process for
exporters. In an official statement, the
ministry stated that the move comes as
part of the government's broader push
to enhance ease of doing business and
reduce delays in approvals under
export-linked schemes.

The Ministry noted that "DGFT
administers the Advance Authorisation
(AA) Scheme and the Duty-Free Import
Authorisation (DFIA) Scheme under
the Foreign Trade Policy. These
schemes allow duty-free import of
inputs that are physically incorporated
in export products.”

At present, seven such committees
operate across sectors, comprising
technical experts and officials from var-
ious ministries. However, their func-
tioning had been impacted by capacity
constraints, leading to a rise in pending
applications.

To address this, the government has
introduced process and capacity-relat-
ed reforms. These include fixed sched-
uling of meetings on a fortnightly basis,
prioritisation of long-pending cases,
and time-bound finalisation of meeting
minutes. Monitoring mechanisms for
pendency and case ageing have also
been strengthened.



