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Uninterrupted Supply of Domestic LPG
Gontinues Across the Gountry: Gentre

New Delhi. Amidst the evolving
situation in West Asia, the
government stated on Wednesday
that the supply of domestic cooking
gas (LPG) is continuing smoothly
and without interruption across the
entire country. The government
noted that no reports of any
shortages have been received from
LPG distributors.  Furthermore,
online bookings have reached an
all-time high. Addressing an inter-
ministerial press conference held
in New Delhi, Sujata Sharma,
Joint Secretary at the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas, stated
that no reports of stock depletion
have been received from any LPG
distributor anywhere in the country.
She remarked, “While LPG imports
have been impacted due to the
crisis in West Asia, our domestic
LPG supply continues without
any interruption.” Sujata Sharma

I
reiterated that no reports indicating
any form of shortage have been
received from LPG distributors. She
added that online LPG bookings,
as well as domestic cooking gas
deliveries based on authentication
codes, have also reached their highest
levels to date. Sharma informed
reporters that the Government of
India has doubled the supply of
5-kilogram cylinders. In the month
of February, approximately 21 lakh
(2.1 million ) 5-kilogram cylinders

|~

were sold. She noted that, so far
in April, approximately 21.05
lakh (2.105 million) 5-kilogram
cylinders have already been sold.
The Joint Secretary of the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas
stated that, to date, Public Sector
Undertaking (PSU) oil marketing
companies have organized
approximately 9,550 awareness
camps, through which around
1.5 lakh (150,000) 5-kilogram
cylinders have been sold. Sujata
Sharma concluded by saying, “Retail
outlets are functioning normally,
and adequate stock is available. The
stock of crude oil is also sufficient.”
“Refineries are operating at their
full capacity.” He stated that
8,900 tonnes of propylene and
950 tonnes of butyl acrylate have
been sold by refineries located in
Mumbai, Kochi, Visakhapatnam,
Chennai, Mathura, and Gujarat.

actions have also
continued. Meanwhile, Mukesh
Mangal, Additional Secretary at
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, informed that Shipmin
India has been closely monitoring
the situation—in coordination with
the Ministry itself, as well as the
Ministries of Petroleum and Natural
Gas and Fertilizers—up until April
28. He added that the DG Shipping
Control Room has handled over
8,000 calls and 17,000 emails to
date, including 114 calls and 276
emails received within the last 24
hours. Mukesh Mangal further
noted that the Directorate General
of Shipping has ensured the safety
of 2,829 Indian seafarers, a figure
that includes 29 seafarers assisted
within the last 24 hours. All ports
are functioning normally, and there
are no reports of congestion at any
location.

Enforcement

Existing Laws on Hate Speech: No
Legisiative Vacuum: Supreme GCourt

New Delhi : The Supreme Court has
declined to intervene further in petitions
filed regarding hate speech. The Court
observed that laws concerning hate speech
already exist and that there is no legislative
vacuum in this matter. The Court made these
observations while disposing of all contempt
petitions. The Court stated that the enactment
of laws falls entirely within the domain of the
Legislature. Issues related to hate speech and
the dissemination of rumors directly impact
fraternity and the constitutional order. The
Court noted that the Central Government
may consider enacting further legislation on
this subject, should it deem it appropriate.
The Court observed that constitutional
courts may interpret laws, but they cannot
compel the Legislature to enact them. The
Court reiterated that the manner in which
laws are framed remains exclusively within
the Legislature’s jurisdiction. The field of
hate speech is not unlegislated; rather, the
problems stem not from the absence of
laws, but from their implementation. The
supervisory jurisdiction of a Magistrate also
exists, and the Magistrate is vested with
extensive powers. The Court clarified that

the requirement for sanction for prosecution
applies at the stage of taking cognizance, not
at the preceding stages. An order directing
an investigation under Section 156(3) of
the Code of Criminal Procedure does not
constitute an order taking cognizance of the
offense. The Court concluded by stating, “We
decline to issue any directives regarding hate
speech.” Tt reiterated that issues concerning
hate speech and the propagation of rumors
directly impinge upon fraternity and the
constitutional order. It remains open to the
Central Government to consider, in light
of societal changes, whether any legislative
amendments are required.

Daylight Robhery of 70 Lakhs in
Inderpuri Solved; Four Arrested

New Delhi. The

police have solved

a daylight robbery
milay e =mu

involving 70 lakhs
in the Inderpuri area
of West Delhi and
have arrested four .‘ DE““ PﬂIIEE
L N SHA
accused individuals.
From their possession, the police have recovered 53.40
lakhs in cash and the motorcycle used in the crime. The
investigation revealed that the robbery was masterminded
by an employee of the very company involved, who had
tipped off his accomplices regarding the movement of
the cash. According to the police, on March 31, 2026, at
approximately 3:30 PM, two employees were transporting
70 lakhs in cash near Krishi Kunj. At that moment, three
miscreants riding a motorcycle intercepted them, snatched
the bag containing the cash, and fled the scene. Upon
receiving the complaint, the Inderpuri Police Station
registered a case and initiated an investigation. During
the preliminary inquiry, the police found the incident
suspicious, as the accused possessed precise information
regarding the movement of the cash and the timing of the
transfer. Subsequently, the police scoured CCTV footage
and launched a technical investigation. The investigation
revealed that the complainant's employee, Vikas, had
conspired to commit the robbery in collusion with his
accomplices—Mohammad Kaif, Rishi, and Saurabh (alias
Bachcha). According to the Deputy Commissioner of
Police, the arrested individuals have been identified as
Mohammad Kaif (25), Rishi Yadav (22 ), Saurabh (alias
Bachcha) (23), and Vikas (22 ). Police sources indicate
that Vikas was employed in the private sector and possessed
complete knowledge regarding the movement of cash. He
provided this information to his accomplices, thereby
facilitating the execution of the crime. Furthermore, police
records indicate that criminal cases have previously been
registered against two of the accused—Rishi Yadav and
Saurabh. A case has been registered against Rishi at the
Ranhola police station under various sections, including
the POCSO Act, while a case under the Arms Act has been
registered against Saurabh.

IndiGo Rirlines to Resume Flights to Doha
from May 1

New Delhi.
The country's

budget airline,
IndiGo,  will

resume its
flights to Doha
starting  May

1, following
a  suspension
of services due to tensions in West Asia. In a statement
issued on Wednesday, IndiGo announced that all its
flights connecting various Indian cities to Doha would
resume from May 1, following the reopening of airspace
in certain parts of the Middle East amidst the West Asia
crisis. Flights to the Middle East—including Qatar—had
been temporarily suspended due to airspace closures
resulting from geopolitical developments in the region.
The airline stated that it would now reinstate its regular
schedule of over 60 weekly flights to Doha. In compliance
with current airspace conditions and guidelines issued
by relevant authorities, IndiGo is resuming its regular
schedule of more than 60 weekly flights to Doha from
seven domestic cities: Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Kannur, Kochi, and Mumbai. IndiGo noted
that this move underscores its commitment to providing
reliable and seamless travel experiences, while prioritizing
the safety and security of passengers, crew, and aircraft.
This is particularly significant as Doha serves as a key
global transit hub, connecting India to major international
markets. The airline added that IndiGo’s resumed
operations would offer affordable and convenient travel
options to customers traveling to this city. Customers
traveling from Qatar will also be able to connect to
numerous cities across India and beyond through the
airline’s extensive network. The company stated that
customers can plan and book their travel via IndiGo’s
official website (www.goIndiGo.in ), its mobile app, or
through authorized travel partners.

JP Nadda Meets Ecuador's International AI'IIIS 8vnd|cate Busted; Nine Arrested
Foreign Minister

N

New  Delhi.  Union
Minister of Health and Family
Welfare, Jagat Prakash
Nadda, met with Ecuador’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Maria Gabriela Sommerfeld
Rosero, at Kartavya Bhawan
on Wednesday. Sharing
photographs of the meeting

Cost of Medical Treatment Declines in

¢

on ‘X', the Ministry of
Health stated that: The
Union Minister held
deliberations regarding the
strong partnership between
India and Ecuador and
discussed enhancing bilateral
health cooperation between
the two nations.

New Delhi. The Special Cell of the
Delhi Police has arrested nine individuals
while busting a major
arms smuggling network active across
North India. The police claim that this
syndicate used to procure foreign-made
weapons from Pakistan—routed through
the Nepal border—and supply them
to criminals in Delhi-NCR and Uttar
Pradesh. Shahbaz is a ‘parole jumper’
(an offender who has jumped parole ) in
a case being investigated by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), while
Rehan Ansari has already been declared
a ‘proclaimed offender’ in a separate
case registered by the Special Cell. Based
on technical surveillance and intelligence
inputs, a series of raids were conducted
across Delhi and Uttar Pradesh, which
gradually unraveled the various layers of
this criminal network.

How the Network's Secrets Were
Uncovered: On April 14, an accused
named Fardeen was apprehended in
Usmanpur; a semi-automatic pistol and
nine cartridges were recovered from

international

his possession. As the investigation
progressed, it came to light that Waseem
Malik—currently lodged in Rohini Jail—
was also playing an active role within
this network. He was formally arrested
and subjected to interrogation. From his
custody, authorities recovered 12 semi-
automatic pistols, 39 cartridges, and
tools used for the repair and modification

of weapons.
Links Supplying Foreign Pistols
Also Arrested: The investigation

revealed that Rahil and Imran—relatives
of Shahbaz Ansari—were responsible for
managing the supply of foreign-made

Three
were

weapons across Delhi-NCR.
foreign semi-automatic pistols
recovered from his possession.
Consignments Arrived
Pakistan via the Nepal Border:
According to the Special Cell, this
syndicate smuggled consignments of
foreign-made weapons from Pakistan
into India via the Nepal border. These
weapons were then distributed through

from

various channels to criminal gangs
operating in Delhi, Western Uttar
Pradesh, and the Purvanchal region.

The accused maintained contact using
encrypted messaging applications to
evade police surveillance. Among those
arrested are several individuals who
already have dozens of cases registered
against them involving charges such as
murder, robbery, violations under the
Gangster Act and Arms Act, and other
serious offenses. According to the police,
the network's primary handler, Shahbaz
Ansari, is currently absconding; raids are
being conducted across multiple states in
an effort to locate and apprehend him.

Vande Bharat's Reach to Extend to Jammu Tawi;

the Country; NSO SIIWIW HBIIIII’I neleased

New Delhi. The country’s healthcare
system has witnessed rapid improvement,
and the financial burden of medical
expenses on people’s pockets has also eased.
This fact was revealed in the report of the
80th round of the survey conducted by the
National Statistical Office (NSO ), released
on Wednesday. According to the report,
people’s access to healthcare services in
India has improved significantly compared
to the past, and the cost of medical
treatment has also decreased. According
to the report, the expenditure incurred
by patients in government hospitals has
dropped considerably. In more than half of
the cases involving hospitalization, patients
had to spend, on average, only 1,100 from
their own pockets. Meanwhile, Outpatient
Department (OPD) services at government
health centers are being provided completely
free of cost in many places, offering
significant relief to the common people.
According to the report, the percentage of
people reporting illness has risen from 6.8%
to 12.2% in rural areas, while in urban areas,
this figure has climbed from 9.1% to 14.9%.
The utilization of government healthcare

How government health
initiatives & schemes are
Reducing Out-of-Pocket
Expenditure?
facilities has also increased in rural India.
The use of government hospitals for OPD
services has risen from 28% in 2014 to

35% in 2025. Furthermore, the coverage of
government health insurance schemes has
expanded rapidly. Coverage in rural areas
has increased from 12.9% to 45.5%, while
in urban areas, it has risen from 8.9% to
31.8%. The report also notes that the cost
of medical treatment for the poorer sections
of society has decreased, making it evident
that the impact of government schemes is
being felt at the grassroots level. Significant
progress has also been recorded in the field
of maternal health. Institutional deliveries
have now reached 95.6% in rural areas and
97.8% in urban areas.

Rail Minister to Flag Off Service Tomorrow

New Delhi.
Vaishnaw  will

Rail Minister Ashwini
flag off the
Srinagar—Katra Vande Bharat Express from
Jammu Tawi Railway Station on Thursday.
This train, which previously operated
between Srinagar and Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Katra, will now run directly up to
Jammu Tawi. Consequently, the country’s
most modern train will now directly
connect to Jammu and Kashmir's largest
city and major railway hub. According to
the Ministry of Railways, in view of its
growing popularity and passenger demand,
the Vande Bharat train has been expanded
from an 8-coach formation to a 20-coach
formation, thereby more than doubling its
seating capacity. This move is expected
to alleviate pressure on waiting lists and
enhance passenger convenience. Following
the flag-off ceremony, the Rail Minister will
also inspect the Anji Bridge and the Chenab
Rail  Bridge—world-class  engineering
marvels constructed under the Udhampur—
Srinagar—Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL)
project. During the winter months, when the
Jammu—Srinagar National Highway often
remains closed due to heavy snowfall, this

extended

Vande Bharat train will serve as a reliable
and safe alternative. Equipped with state-
of-the-art technology, the train is capable
of operating smoothly even in temperatures
dropping as low as minus 20 degrees

Celsius. This project is also expected to
give a significant boost to tourism and trade
within Jammu and Kashmir. While the trade
of Kashmiri handicrafts, fruits, and other
local produce is set to accelerate, tourists
will also benefit from improved and faster
travel facilities. Notably, under the USBRL
project, a 272-kilometer-long railway line,
36 tunnels, and 943 bridges have been
constructed—including the Chenab Rail
Bridge, which is the world’s highest railway
arch bridge. This expansion is being regarded
as another significant achievement towards
the modernization of railways in Jammu and
Kashmir.

New Delhi. The Delhi

Delhi Excise Scam: High CGourt Summons Entire
Record Regarding Acqulttal ol—' Kejriwal and Others

stated,

had been  characterized

High Court has summoned
the entire record from the
trial court while hearing
a petition challenging the
order acquitting former Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
22 other accused persons in
the Delhi Excise Scam case.
A bench comprising Justice
Swarana  Kanta  Sharma
directed that the complete
record be requisitioned from
the trial court through a
messenger. The next hearing
in the matter is scheduled for
May 4. During the hearing,
the Court noted that while
some of the accused persons
have filed their replies, others
have not. The Court granted
a final opportunity to those
accused persons who have

not yet filed their replies
to do so. Representing the
CBI during today’s hearing

were Solicitor General
(SG) Tushar Mehta, along
with  Additional  Solicitor
General (ASG) S.V. Raju
and D.P. Singh. In this
matter, Kejriwal, Manish

Sisodia, and Durgesh Pathak
have decided to boycott the
proceedings. All three have
stated that they will not
present any arguments—
neither personally nor
through any legal counsel.
The trio wrote a letter to the
High Court stating that they
lack confidence in Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma and,
therefore, intend to observe
a ‘Satyagraha’ (peaceful
protest). It is pertinent to

note that on April 20, Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma had

rejected  Kejriwal’s  plea
seeking her recusal from
hearing the CBI's petition
challenging the acquittal order
in the excise case. Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma had
observed, “T will deliver my
verdict uninfluenced by this
allegation, just as I have

always done throughout my
34-year judicial career.”
I have penned this order

without  being swayed
by any external factors.”
Justice Sharma had also

stated that she would issue
the order in Hindi, as the
arguments presented during
the proceedings were also
delivered in Hindi. The Court

“T am citing instances
where Kejriwal and leaders
of his party were granted
relief on the very first date of
hearing.” The Court referred
to an order in which an *ex
parte™ ruling was issued in
Kejriwal's favor. Notably,
Kejriwal had sought the
recusal of Justice Swarna
Kanta the hearing,
raising objections regarding
her bench. Requesting Justice
Swarna Kanta to recuse
herself from adjudicating the
matter, Kejriwal submitted
that, given the manner in
which the court proceedings
had unfolded thus far, he
no longer harbored any
hope of receiving impartial
justice. He contended that
the Sessions Court’s order

from

as erroneous without the
opposing side having been
heard. He further argued
that on March 9—when the
initial hearing took place
before the High Court—not a
single one of the 23 accused
individuals was  present.
Only the CBI was present in
court; yet, during that very
first hearing—and without
having heard the arguments
of the opposing side—Justice
Swarna Kanta remarked that,
*prima facie™, the Sessions
Court’s order appeared to
be flawed. He questioned
how the Court could have
arrived at such a conclusion
without having summoned
the case records or heard the
arguments.




