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Bengal, withits polarised minority vote, makes
Hindutva & securlty g00d poll planks, feels BJP

New Delhi, Agency:
Seeking to mobilise the elec-
torate around its Hindutva
agenda and a promised
crackdown on infiltrators,
while countering TMC's
alleged appeasement of
Muslim votes, BJP's Bengal
manifesto sharpens its cul-
tural nationalism plank and
pairs it with its tried-and-
tested welfare pitch, espe-
cially targeting women and
youth, as it looks to take on
CM Mamata Banerjee and
end her 15-year rule.

Though the party has run
a relatively low-key cam-
paign, it has raised the pitch
by stepping up its Hindutva
outreach. The manifesto
promises implementation of
a Uniform Civil Code, a law
to ensure freedom of reli-

gious practices - an issue on
which it has often accused
TMC of discriminating
against Hindu traditions
such as religious processions
- and the establishment of a
Vande Mataram museum.
While this strategy carries
risks, given Muslims account
for about 27% of the popula-
tion and may consolidate
further behind the CM, BJP

appears to be banking on a
stronger consolidation of
Hindu votes.

Released by home minis-
ter Amit Shah in Kolkata, the
manifesto stresses national
security, echoing commit-
ments made in Assam,
another state bordering
Bangladesh. BJP has prom-
ised to provide land for com-
pleting fencing of India-

Bangladesh border, alleging
that gaps were deliberately
left by previous Left and
TMC govts to allow infiltra-
tion.

The party has long tapped
into anxieties over alleged
infiltration of Bangladeshis
in Assam, where the Muslim
population is higher, and has
made a crackdown on illegal
immigration a central part of
its political and governance
agenda over the past decade.
It has similarly promised to
end cattle smuggling and
curb syndicates and the cul-
ture of "cut money" in Bengal
- issues aimed at addressing
concerns over women's safe-
ty, law and order, and what it
describes as a nexus of local
strongmen and cross-border
criminal networks.

Weight-loss injections deliver in real life
4 in 10 Indians shed 10% body weight

New Delhi, Agency:
The new generation of
weight-loss injections -
already popular globally - is
now showing strong results
in Indian patients too. A
fresh study from a Delhi
hospital finds that more
than 4 in 10 people lost at
least 10% of their body
weight, a level doctors say
can significantly improve
overall health.

The research, conducted
by doctors at Max Super
Speciality Hospital, Saket,
led by endocrinologist Dr
Ambrish Mithal and pub-
lished in the Indian
Journal of Endocrinology
and Metabolism, tracked
150 overweight and obese
adults on these therapies in
routine clinical practice.

On average, patients lost
about 8% of their body
weight in six months -
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roughly 6 to 10 kilos for
many. Nearly three-fourths
lost at least 5%, considered
the minimum for health
benefits such as better
sugar control and reduced
heart risk. Experts said the
findings are based on
short-term follow-up of
about six months. "This is
not the final weight loss.
With longer follow-up,
especially at one year, the
reduction is likely to be sig-
nificantly greater," said Dr
Ambrish Mithal.But the
results were not the same
for everyone.

People without diabetes

responded far better, losing
almost double the weight
compared to those with
diabetes. The study sug-
gests this could be because
of deeper metabolic
changes and insulin resist-
ance in diabetic patients.
The type of drug also

mattered. Patients on
tirzepatide - a newer dual-
action injection - saw

greater and faster weight
loss than those on semaglu-
tide. Many reached the 10%
mark within 9 to 10
months, though doctors
caution that the process is
gradual, not instant.

The study also offers a
reality check. Younger
patients and those trying
these drugs for the first
time saw quicker results,
while those who had used
similar medications earlier
lost weight more slowly.

India-UAE comprehensive strategic part- Shah rules out ties with
nership: Jaishankar arrlves in Abu Dhabi

New Delhi,
Agency: EAM S
Jaishankar arrived in
the United Arab
Emirates on Saturday,
where he is set to hold
high-level meetings with
the country's leadership
as part of his official
visit. The minister will
be in the UAE from
April 11 to 12, where he
will review close cooper-
ation and work to fur-
ther strengthen the
Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership
between the two countries.

The visit marks the second

leg of his ongoing tour, follow- al : 1
in India's role in supporting the

ing his engagements

Mauritius. EAM Jaishankar was
in Mauritius to
attend the 9th Indian Ocean
Conference, where he also held
discussions centred on bilateral
ties. He is scheduled to deliver
the keynote address at the con-
ference and engage with coun-

previously

terparts from other participat-
ing nations on its sidelines.
Jaishankar also highlighted

island nation's energy needs,
stating that discussions are
underway to finalise an agree-
ment for the supply of oil and
gas. He noted that the ongoing
crisis in the Middle East has
reinforced the need for depend-
able strategic partnerships, par-

'Mahatma Gandhi mein
aag lag rahi hai bhai'

New Delhi, Agency:
"Mahatma Gandhi mein
aag lag rahi hai bhai"
(Mahatma Gandhi is catch-
ing fire) - the frantic excla-
mation of a fireman, cap-
tured on video, became the

focal point of a probe into

the fire that broke out at the offi-
Justice
Yashwant Varma in the capital

cial bungalow of

last year.

It was around 11.35pm on
March 14 that police and fire per-
sonnel had rushed to 30 Tughlak
Crescent (Varma's residence) in

central Delhi.

Two fire tenders were sent to
the spot, and these, along with
doused the
flames in a storeroom within 15
minutes. It was supposed to be
emergency
response, but as first responders
walked through a thin veil of
smoke, they were left startled -
lying in the storeroom, among

police personnel,

the end of an

other things, were
. wads of partially burnt
‘ 4 ' high-denomination
= "L Indian currency notes.
— The remark caught
" ' on video - a direct ref-
erence to the image of
Gandhi on burnt Rs
500 notes - turned what was just
an emergency call into a scandal
that reached the highest levels of
the judiciary, besides putting on a
young officer - who swiftly sensed
the gravity of what his men had
chanced upon and alerted his
seniors - the label of a "whistle-
blower" just because of the pres-
ence of mind he showed.

By March 15 noon, as Justice
Varma was returning to the capi-
tal, cutting short his trip to the
Satpura Tiger Reserve in Madhya
Pradesh, Delhi police commis-
sioner Sanjay Arora was already
briefing Delhi high court Chief
Justice DK Upadhaya about the
incident.

il
ed over the final batch of e-

buses to Mauritius,
aimed at strengthening sustain-
able public transport while
reducing carbon emissions. The
ongoing visit, which includes
engagements in both Mauritius
and the UAE, reflects India's
Neighbourhood First policy, its
Vision MAHASAGAR, and its
broader commitment to the
Global South.

ticularly in the energy
domain.

He also pointed to
expanding cooperation
in clean energy, men-
tioning that an Indian
public sector enterprise
is involved in developing
Mauritius' first floating
solar power project.
According to him, the
partnership between the
two countries continues
to grow in the field of
environment-friendly
solutions.

- Jaishankar also hand-

a step

Humayun Kabir

New Delhi, Agency:
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday dismissed the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
allegation of the BJP's alleged
links with Humayun Kabir,
declaring that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) would
rather remain in opposition
for another two decades than
share political space with the
Aam Janata Unnayan Party
(AJUP) leader.

On April 9, the TMC
accused Humayun Kabir of
maintaining links with senior

BJP leaders.

The allegation followed the
emergence of a purported
video of Kabir. The party
claimed that the BJP was
orchestrating a massive Rs
1,000-crore scam to manipu-
late the elections, with Kabir

allegedly  receiving an
advance of Rs 200 crore as
part of the scheme.

Responding sharply to the
TMC, Shah added that West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee
was "capable of making 2,000
such videos."

CJI Surya Kant emphasises need to
regulate use of Al in arbitration

New Delhi, Agency:
Noting that the use of artifi-
cial intelligence in arbitra-
tion should not be shunned
due to concerns of confiden-
tiality and independent deci-
sion-making, Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant has said
that instead, its use should
be regulated through a prop-
er procedural framework.

Addressing the inaugural
session of the Indian Council
of Arbitration's two-day
international conference on
'Arbitration in the Era of
Globalization: Legal
Technology, Economic
Development & Cross Border
Disputes' here on Friday
evening, the CJI emphasised
that protocols on cyber secu-
rity and confidentiality
should keep pace with tech-
nological changes to ensure
that technology becomes
arbitration's powerful ally in

i
ol
a fast-paced world.

He said courts should
remain "passive" in arbitral
proceedings unless it's mani-
festly abusive and that an
anti-arbitration injunction
should be exceptional.

CJI Kant said that techno-
logical development has
improved accessibility in
arbitration and reduced

New Delhi, Agency:

Justice Varma was consid-

logistical delays, especially in
cases with serious geographi-
cal constraints, but it has also
brought "new responsibili-
ties". "The increasing use of
artificial intelligence in deci-
sion support tools raises a
legitimate concern relating to
confidentiality and the
preservation of independent
judgement.

His decision to challenge the

Varma goes down protestlng 'Asked to answer the unanswerable'

Justice Yashwant Varma of
Allahabad high court may have
submitted his resignation to
President Droupadi Murmu on
Friday, but he went down cry- |
ing foul. In a letter simultane- '
ously addressed to Supreme
Court Justice Aravind Kumar,
who is head of the judges' |
inquiry committee, the contro-
versial HC judge faulted the
committee's procedure to test
veracity of the charges related
to the discovery of a huge
amount unaccounted burnt
cash from his official resi-
dence.

Questioning the committee's
decision to proceed without
any cogent evidence against
him, Justice Varma said that
such a procedure has left him
with no option but to with-
draw, as his further participa-
tion would legitimise a process

that "calls upon me to answer
the unanswerable - where did
the money come from".

"I have, in parallel,
addressed a communication to
Her Excellency, the Hon'ble
President of India," he said.

Videos recorded by first
responders - firemen and
police - of the fire incident at
his residence in central Delhi
on March 14-15 night last year,

and later uploaded on the

Supreme Court website,
proved the undoing of Justice
Varma. If their evidence before
the committee was damning, it
got sharper during their cross-
examination by  Justice
Varma's lawyers, as they
graphically narrated the dis-
covery of cash and conduct of
the people present in the
judge's house on that night.

ered very close to Justice D Y
Chandrachud, who had a two-
year tenure as CJI from Nov
2022 till Nov 2024. An SC
bench headed by him had, in
March 2024, quashed a CBI
FIR and an ECIR by the
Enforcement Directorate
against Justice Varma, who as
a lawyer and prior to appoint-
ment as an HC judge, had fig-
ured in it as a non-executive
director of Simbhaoli Sugar
Ltd in an alleged bank loan
fraud case.

One of his main grouses was
that the committee had shifted
the onus of proving innocence
on him based on evidence
gathered by the inquiry com-
mittee constituted by then CJI
Sanjiv Khanna. The inquiry
report could not have served as
evidence or relevant for any
future proceedings, he said.

L ol

inquiry proceedings, its report
and the recommendation of
then CJI Khanna for the initia-
tion of removal motion was
dismissed by an SC bench of
Justices Dipankar Datta and A
G Masih on Aug 7 last year.
Justice Varma said the
storeroom, from where the
burnt cash was allegedly found
and where video was recorded,
was never seized by police.
Moreover, since the room was
accessible to all, it cannot be
the judge's responsibility to
keep track of who keeps what
in the sprawling premises of an
official bungalow that includes
the residential quarters for
house helps. Justice Varma
said he leaves it to posterity to
judge "whether such an obliga-
tion can ever be discharged or
be justifiably placed upon
occupants of such premises".

Kargil hero Sonam
Wangchuk dead; Rajnath
hails 'son of Ladakh'

New Delhi, Agency: Kargil war
hero and Army veteran Col Sonam
Wangchuk (retd), who received a
Maha Vir Chakra for his gallantry in
the 1999 war, passed away on Friday.

Hailing him as a "proud son of
Ladakh" for his heroics during
Operation Vijay, defence minister
Rajnath Singh posted on X: "A proud
son of Ladakh, he exemplified the spir-
it of the region - resilient, steadfast and
deeply rooted in service to the nation,
while standing as a symbol of India's
unity in diversity. His courageous
actions of leading by personal example
during Operation Vijay inspired his
men under the most demanding condi-
tions in high-altitude."

The Army, in a post on X, remem-
bered him as a brave soldier, a com-
mitted leader and a son of Ladakh
whose life "embodied courage, service
and unity"” and asserted that his legacy
will continue to inspire generations.

Leh-based Fire and Fury Corps, in a
post on X, said, "GOC Fire and Fury
Corps and all ranks express profound
grief on the untimely demise of
Colonel Sonam Wangchuk, Maha Vir
Chakra (retd) and extend heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved family."

Highest-ever women
voter turnout in Kerala,
Assam and Puducherry

New Delhi, Agency: Women aced
voter turnout in Assam, Kerala and
Puducherry on Thursday, not only
recording their highest-ever polling
percentage but also surpassing the
male voter turnout in the two states
and the Union territory.

A whopping 91.4% of the female
electorate in Puducherry, 86.5% in
Assam and 81.2% in Kerala voted. In
comparison, the male voter turnout
was 88.1% in Puducherry, 85.3% in
Assam and 75.1% in Kerala. The gen-
der turnout gap was the widest in
Kerala, at nearly 6 percentage points,
as against 3.2 percentage points in
Puducherry and just 1.1 percentage
points in Assam. The enthusiastic par-
ticipation by women electors pushed
up the overall polling percentage
across the three states/UT. Most polit-
ical parties have been targeting women
electors in their manifesto promises.
In Kerala, LDF has promised to raise
women's participation in the work-
force to 50%, while UDF has offered
women free travel in state buses.

Share burden of war
cost: Govt to India Inc

New Delhi, Agency: "You pocket
all the profits when the going is good
but instantly pass on costs when things
turn adverse. A little sharing of burden
may not be bad for you" - the purport-
ed remark by a senior govt functionary
has sent ripples across govt circles.

The functionary is said to have
made the observation during a recent
interaction with some industry repre-
sentatives, who told him about rising
costs of raw materials due to the con-
flict in West Asia. While being empa-
thetic to them and assuring them of all
possible support from govt, the func-
tionary suggested that the industry
could absorb some of the increase in
costs of materials instead of passing on
all of that to consumers. Ministries and
departments - after getting inputs
from industries on short supply or
non-availability of key materials - have
been taking up matters with agencies
concerned and also with "higher lev-
els" for finding solutions.




