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‘Democracies need outlets for dissent’: Shashi Tharoor
backs Cockroach lanta Partv aIter K account withheld

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor came out in sup-
port of the satirical
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP), questioning the
withholding of its X
account and calling it
"disastrous and deeply
unwise."

"T'm incredibly
intrigued by the rise of
#CockroachJantaParty,
which has already reached
more than 15 million (now
over 19 million) followers
on Instagram in just five
days," Tharoor posted on
X.

The CJP's X account,
which had over two lakh
followers, was withheld in
India following a legal
demand on Wednesday.

Political banter finds

Founder Abhijeet Dipke
confirmed the suspen-
sion, writing: "As expect-
ed Cockroach Janta
Party's account has been
withheld in India." Within
hours, the group launched
a new account titled
"Cockroach is Back," post-
ing: "You thought you
could get rid of us?
Lol."Tharoor said he
understood the frustra-
tions of the youth and saw
why they were resonating
with the satirical move-
ment.

"This is precisely why
the account being with-
held on X is disastrous
and deeply unwise - there
should be an outlet for the
youth to express their
feelings and so, let CJP's

-

|

s

account function instead
of shutting it down!" he
wrote.

"Democracies need out-
lets for dissent, humour,
satire and even frustra-
tion," he added.

While Tharoor said he
was uncertain about the

'l, Vadasseri Damodara Menon Satheesan': Why Kerala

future of the movement,
he hoped that the young-
sters behind it would find
a way to bring their ener-
gy into mainstream poli-
tics.

"This is an opportunity
that the Opposition must
seize," the Congress MP

wrote, suggesting that
political parties take note
of the viral trend and
work on bringing the
youth towards them.

Congress leader
Deepender Singh Hooda
also called the withhold-
ing of the CJP's X account
a "cockroach ban," saying
it was "completely inap-
propriate in a democra-
cy." He added that the
movement reflects the
deep-seated anger among
the youth against a
"flawed system" created
by the BJP.

The CJP emerged earli-
er this month after Chief
Justice of India Surya
Kant's controversial
remarks during a court
hearing, in which he

reportedly compared
some unemployed youth
to "cockroaches" and
"parasites." The CJI later
issued a clarification, say-
ing his comments were
aimed at people using
"fake and bogus degrees"
and that reports claiming
he insulted India's youth
were "totally baseless."

But by then, the
Cockroach Janta Party
had already turned the
controversy into an inter-
net movement, garnering
over 19.5 million follow-
ers on Instagram.

The satirical outfit
describes itself as "a polit-
ical party for the lazy, the
unemployed, and the
chronically correct," with
its headquarters "wherev-
er the wifi works.

'Vande Mataram' from top of the world: BSF's

its way into legal
arguments in SC;

New Delhi, Agency: When
many senior advocates have
political leanings and some of
them represent political parties
as members of Parliament, politi-
cal viewpoints seamlessly sneak
in as banter even during the pro-
ceedings before the Supreme
Court.During the hearing on
appeals filed by civil servants who
were dismissed by Assam govt on
discovery of a pervasive cash-for-
job scam in Assam Public Service
Commission, senior advocate
Menaka Guruswamy, who is also
TMC MP in Rajya Sabha, on
Thursday told a bench of Justices
Ahsanuddin Amanullah and R
Mahadevan that the court had an
unusually heavy cause list of 83
cases. When Justice Amanullah
said the daily case list often
exceeds 100, Guruswamy took
the opportunity to take a political
dig at the NDA govt and
remarked that the cause list
matches the rising petrol and
diesel prices and the depreciation
of value of rupee against dollar,
both hovering around the figure
of 100 at present and which is a
go to issue for opposition to criti-
cise the Centre.

Congress leaders are not happy with their own CM

New Delhi, Agency: In four days of securing Kerala
chief minister post, Congress leader VD Satheesan has
found himself at the centre of a political storm that is not
over policy or governance, but over his name.Congress ~¥ =
leaders have now criticised its own CM for the name he e
chose to publicly use while taking his constitutional \
oaths.

The row erupted after Satheesan used his full legal '
name, 'Vadasseri Damodara Menon Satheesan', while
taking oath as chief minister on May 18 and again while
taking oath as an MLA of the 16th Kerala legislative assembly on Thursday.

What's in the name?

The controversy stems largely from the contrast with Satheesan's earlier pub-
lic political identity.When he took oath as an MLA in 2021, he had identified
himself simply as 'VD Satheesan'. This time, however, he chose to use the
expanded version of his name at two high-profile constitutional ceremonies.
'Menon' surname belongs to the upper caste Nair community in Kerala.

first all-women team conguers Everest

New Delhi, Agency: An all-
women Border Security Force
(BSF) mountaineering team on
Thursday created a record by
scaling Mount Everest, marking
the feat by singing "Vande
Mataram" from the world's high-
est peak, a spokesperson of the
border-guarding force said.

The team comprised constable
Kouser Fatima from Ladakh,
constable Munmun Ghosh from
West Bengal, constable Rabeka
Singh from Uttarakhand and
constable Tsering Chorol from
Kargil. They successfully sum-
mited the 8,848.86-metre peak

at 8 am (IST) on Thursday

The mountaineers also sang
the national song from the sum-
mit, the BSF spokesperson said,
adding that the expedition was a
tribute to the 150th anniversary
of "Vande Mataram" in 2026.

Anil Agarwal Advocates Bihar IPL Norationing of fuel, bulk consumers
Team to B001cket Talent

DB Reporter

Patna : Anil Agarwal,
Chairman of the Vedanta
Group, has strongly advocated
the creation of an Indian
Premier League (IPL) fran-
chise for Bihar, saying the
state possesses exceptional
cricketing talent and deserves
a stronger presence on the
national sporting
stage.Speaking about Bihar’s
rich contribution to Indian
cricket, Agarwal said that just
as teams like Chennai Super
Kings, Mumbai Indians and
Kolkata Knight Riders have
become symbols of regional
pride, Bihar too should have a
competitive and respected
team representing the state in
the IPL.He highlighted several
cricketers from Bihar who

have made a mark at the
national level. Among them is
Ishan Kishan from Patna, who
created history with one of the
fastest double centuries in
One Day International cricket.
Agarwal also praised Vaibhav
Suryavanshi of Samastipur,
one of the youngest players to
debut in the IPL, and Saqib
Hussain from Gopalganj,
whose bowling performances
have drawn attention from
cricket followers across the
country.Despite producing

talented players, Bihar has not
yet received the recognition,
infrastructure and opportuni-
ties commensurate with its
cricketing potential, he said.
Agarwal stressed the need for
world-class training facilities,
advanced coaching systems
and a robust support network
within the state to nurture
emerging talent.Expressing
confidence in Bihar’s youth,
he said that with the right
guidance, resources and
motivation, a Bihar-based
team could become one of the
most competitive and inspir-
ing sides in Indian cricket.
Reaffirming his commitment,
Agarwal pledged uncondi-
tional support for initiatives
aimed at developing cricket in
the state.

leading to long queues: Govt

NEW DELHI:
Dismissing reports of
any shortage, govt on

Thursday asserted that '

there was no rationing of

petrol and diesel any- j

where in the country and

attributed long queues
at fuel pumps in some
parts to bulk diesel con-
sumers, such as indus-
tries, shifting to retail out-
lets due to a price gap of
nearly Rs 42 a litre. Sujata
Sharma, joint secretary in
petroleum and natural gas
ministry, said sales at
retail pumps had risen
with the onset of the kharif
sowing season, while con-
sumers buying from pri-
vate outlets had shifted to
PSU-owned pumps

because of price differ-
ences in auto fuel. She said
a 20-30% increase in sales
had been observed at
retail pumps in certain
parts of the country."The
ministry has done an

analysis...oil marketing
companies are monitoring
the situation. We have suf-
ficient supplies of fuel,
and all steps are being
taken to maintain them,"
Sharma said, while urging
the public to avoid panic
buying.

Govt plans childhood cancer registry as India battles 75,000 new €ases a year

New Delhi, Agency: The
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare is working
with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) on
a nationwide system for early
detection and reporting of
childhood cancer, including a
possible registry and making
the disease notifiable, amid
concern over delayed diagno-
sis and low survival rates
among children in
India."One of the key priori-
ties in childhood cancer care
is early detection. Setting up
a registry for childhood can-

cer and declaring it a notifi-
able disease is an issue. We
are still working with ICMR
on this. The aim is not to miss
any patient," said
Leimapokpam Swasticharan,
Deputy Director General,
Directorate General of Health
Services  (DGHS), on
Thursday.The move comes as
India records an estimated
75,000 new childhood cancer
cases annually, while survival
rates remain below 60%,
according to experts and
studies cited at a national
workshop organised by the

Indian Childhood Cancer
Initiative (ICCI).Calling
childhood cancer a "low
hanging fruit" in improving
cancer survival outcomes, Dr
Swasticharan said the gov-
ernment's existing non-com-
municable disease (NCD)
programme already includes
a cancer component, but the
immediate focus is on identi-
fying children early and
ensuring treatment support
reaches them in time.

"The priority is that a
childhood cancer patient
should be detected early and

]

get financial support and
medical care," he said.He
also suggested adopting suc-
cessful district level models
from Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
including innovative financ-
ing mechanisms and commu-
nity participation through
self-help  groups.Former
NITI  Aayog  Member
(Health) Dr V.K. Paul said
India's biggest challenge is
enabling families and front-
line workers to recognise
symptoms early enough for
treatment to begin before the
disease advances.



