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Smart border project with Paklstan, Bangladesh to ensure | Centre turns on West Bengal funds tap
demography change attempt is defeated: Amit Shah

New Delhi, Agency:
Declaring the Centre's
resolve to put an end to
infiltration from across
the eastern border, which
it sees as a design to
introduce unnatural
demographic changes,
Union home minister
Amit Shah on Friday
asked BSF to take up the
responsibility of identify-
ing infiltrators and their
routes by engaging with
the local administration
and police, so that a struc-
tured mechanism could be
put in place to prevent ille-
gal border crossings and

%"T-.:-‘f”fr
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?(-d;.‘. .\

Bangladesh and
Pakistan into 'smart bor-
der'. Smart border will
deploy tech solutions
like drones, radars,
smart cameras etc to
detect and counter infil-
tration, narcotics smug-
gling, cattle smuggling,

already infiltrated.
Delivering the Rustomji
memorial lecture organ-
ised by the BSF here, Shah
said the force's border
guarding abilities were in
for a technology boost in
the coming year - it being
the force's 60oth anniver-
sary - with transformation

fake Indian currency cir-
culation and drones ferry-
ing arms and drugs.

Stating that BJP was in
office in the border states
of Tripura, Assam and
West Bengal, Shah said the
party believed in expelling
each and every infiltrator
from the country. He

its duties to border guard-
ing but also keep the chan-
nels of communication
open with the village pat-
wari, police, district collec-
tor, block development
officer and superintendent
of police to gather details
on freshly infiltrated indi-
viduals, routes of entry and
smuggling networks, so
that these routes were sys-
tematically shut down.
The minister told BSF
officials that the high-
power demography mis-
sion announced by PM
Narendra Modi would
start working soon and its

after Suvendu Adhikari's Delhi visit

Kolkata, Agency:
Opening its purse strings
for Bengal following chief
minister Suvendu
Adhikari's maiden visit to
New Delhi after assuming
office on May 9, the Centre
on Friday agreed to release
Rs 39,000 crore for
schemes under the Union
water resources ministry.
PM Narendra Modi, during
his meeting with Adhikari,
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also assured of support in
implementing central projects,
many of which were stalled
under the previous Trinamool
Congress govt led by Mamata
Banerjee.

"The Prime Minister assured
utmost cooperation and sup-

kick-off of VB G-RAM G, assur-
ing 125 days of wage employ-
ment per rural household, from
July 1.

On Saturday, Union health
minister J P Nadda will hold a
virtual meeting with key offi-

expel those who have f

—

L

R

India conducts success-
ful test-launch of Agni-1

ballistic missile

New Delhi, Agency: India
on Friday successfully test-fired
short-range ballistic missile
'Agni-1' from the Integrated Test
Range at Chandipur, Odisha, on
Friday. The launch validated all
operational and technical
parameters. The test was carried
out under the aegis of the
Strategic Forces Command, a
statement from the defence min-
istry said. The missile, with a
range of 700km to 1200km, is
capable of carrying both conven-
tional and nuclear warheads and
is designed for quick deployment
and high mobility.

Developed after the 1999
Kargil war, Agni-1 was created to
precisely fill the tactical gap
between the 250-km range
Prithvi-II and the longer-range
Agni-II missile. It is designed to
be road-mobile via specialised
transporter erector launchers
and can also be launched from
rail-based platforms.

the

border with

Gurugram hit by major power outage after
transformer blaze disrupts supply

New Delhi, Agency: A major power outage
hit Gurugram on Thursday after a fire broke out
in the main transformer at the 220 KVA power
station in Sector-72, disrupting electricity supply
across several parts of the city.

"A power outage occurred in Gurugram after a
fire broke out in the main transformer at the 220
KVA power station in Sector-72, causing electric- **
ity disruption in multiple areas of the city," said Sandeep Chugh, PRO of
Dakshin Haryana Bijli Vitran Nigam (DHBVN), Gurugram. According to offi-
cials, seven power substations were affected, leading to outages in sectors 15,

directed BSF not to limit

charter spelt out.

Modi.

38, 44, 46, 52, 56 and the Maruti 66 KVA power house.

'No access to any of our platforms': Cockroach
Janta Party Instagram page hacked

New Delhi, Agency:
Cockroach Janata Party
founder Abhijeet Dipke on
Saturday claimed that his
Instagram account and
party page were hacked,

paign he launched went
viral and attracted massive
online engagement.

Dipke said the alleged
hacking was part of a wider
'crackdown’ on his online
presence as  multiple
accounts linked to him were
affected.

In a post on X, Dipke
wrote: "Crackdown on
Cockroach Janta Party.
Instagram page hacked. My
personal Instagram hacked.

Twitter account withheld

alals

days after the satirical cam- —
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Back up account also
taken down." He also said
that the party do not have
access to any of the social
media platforms and any
post shouldn't be considered
an official statement from
CJP.

"Please note that we cur-
rently do not have access to
any of our platforms. Any
post made after this should
not be considered an official

pot

— Aam

statement from the
Cockroach Janta Party,"
he wrote.

Dipke, a student at
Boston University and a
former associate of the
Aadmi  Party,
launched the satirical dig-
ital campaign barely a
week ago. Since then, the
platform has gained signifi-
cant traction online, with its
Instagram account reported-
ly crossing 19 million follow-
ers. The 'Cockroach Janta
Party' trend emerged follow-
ing controversy around
remarks allegedly made by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant during a hearing on a
plea seeking senior designa-
tion for a lawyer.

port on behalf of the central
govt in the economic develop-
ment, industry development,
employment creation and push
for West Bengal," Adhikari
posted on his social media
account after his meeting with
He said the PM had
informed him that Bengal's

The new phase of Centre-
state cooperation, centered on
welfare
paved the way for faster imple-
mentation of health and well-
ness centres under Ayushman
Bharat, mohalla clinics, and

Ministries ranked on delays,
grievance redressal in first-
ever performance review

New Delhi, Agency: For the
first time, government has car-
ried out a performance assess-
ment of ministries on various

administrative parameters,
including delays in clearing of
files, grievance redressal and
responses to Cabinet proposals.
Cabinet secretary T V
Somanathan, on Thursday, pre-
sented the ranking of ministries
and departments on each of
these parameters at the meeting
of the Council of Ministers.
Media has learnt that the score

cards of ministries and
departments were prepared
by the Cabinet Secretariat
and their sharing was intend-
ed to usher a sense of compe-
tition to end any delay in
clearing of files and address-
ing people's issues quickly.
"However, there was no over-
all ranking of ministries on
all the parameters put
together. The PM instructed
all ministers and officers to fast-
track decision making for public
good and there is room for any
delay or lethargy in taking quick
action," said an official.

On Friday, PM Narendra Modi
on X said, "Had a fruitful meet-
ing of the Council of Ministers
yesterday. We exchanged per-
spectives and best practices
relating to boosting 'Ease of
Living, Ease of Doing Business'
and how to further reforms in
order to realise our shared
dream of a Viksit Bharat."

and development,

cials of the state health depart-
ment to set up Ayushman
Arogya Mandir (health and
wellness
Ayushman Bharat).

Adhikari reached Delhi on
Thursday night and headed
straight for a meeting with
home minister Amit Shah at his

centres under

development and progress residence. The CM had a
remained one of the Centre's detailed discussion on security
top priorities. parameters along the

Bangladesh border and Shah
provided him with 'guidelines'
to curb infiltration, sources
said.
President Droupadi Murmu
and defence minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday.

Adhikari also met

Centre sets up panel to
unclog port bottlenecks

New Delhi, Agency:
Govt has stepped in to
unclog piling up of con-
tainers at India's busiest
container port,
Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Authority (JNPA)
(Mumbai), and has set
up a panel of top officials
to remove bottlenecks at
all the 12 major ports.

It will meet every week
or fortnight to address
concerns faced by busi-
nesses.The issue of around
35,000-40,000 inbound
containers piled up at the
JNPA was taken up at a
review meeting chaired by
commerce minister Piyush
Goyal and shipping minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal.
All India Liquid Bulk

Importers and Exporters

Association representa-
tives attended the meeting.

Media has learnt pile up
was due to the inadequate
number of lorry drivers
available for handing this
cargo. In an official state-
ment, shipping ministry
said that West Asia bound
containers have been
rerouted to JNPA, placing
additional pressure on
port and logistics infra-
structure.

Rajya Sabha polls for 24 seats on June 18; Mallikarjun
Kharge, HD Deve Gowda set to retire

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress is set to go
unrepresented from
Gujarat in Rajya Sabha for
the first time as Election
Commission announced
polls for 24 seats in the
House on June 18. BJP's
two minority faces in govt
and  Congress  chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and
former PM H D Deve
Gowda figure among those
retiring from  Upper
House. Going by current
strength of state assem-
blies, where RS elections
will be held on June 18,
Congress may gain at least
one seat and governing
NDA will sweep all four
seats in Andhra Pradesh
amid possibility of an
intriguing contest in at
least two states, Jharkhand
and Madhya Pradesh, if
BJP chooses to do so.

The 24 seats are spread
across Andhra Pradesh (4),
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Gujarat (4), Karnataka (4),

Madhya Pradesh (3),
Rajasthan (3), Jharkhand
(2) and one vacancy each
in four northeast states of
Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya and
Mizoram.

With Shaktisinh Gohil,
the lone Congress MP in
RS from Gujarat, retiring
and his party lacking num-
bers to retain the seat, the
BJP bastion will no longer
have any member from the
rival party in RS.

Against the 12 outgoing

seats, BJP is all but certain
to retain 11 and can bag
even more if an ally like
TDP backs its nominee or
if a few members of rival
parties support its nomi-
nees, a political manoeu-
vring it has often pulled off
in the past. Union minis-
ters Ravneet Singh 'Bittu'
and George Kurian, BJP's
Sikh and Christian faces
from Punjab and Kerala
respectively, will retire
from RS next month. Bittu
was elected from
Rajasthan and Kurian

from MP as BJP lacked
requisite  strength in
assemblies of their home
states. JD(S) leader Deve
Gowda, who is 93, has
indicated that he will not
be coming back to RS and
the numbers in Karnataka
assembly anyway suggest
that BJP-JD(S) alliance
can win only one seat
against the three it cur-
rently has. Kharge (83),
too, is among the retiring
members from the state.

While YSR Congress has
three outgoing MPs, its
rout in the 2024 assembly
polls means that it cannot
win any seat.

In Jharkhand, NDA is
four short of 28 MLAs
needed to win one seat.

In MP where former CM
Digvijaya Singh is among
the three retiring MPs,
Congress has 64 MLAs
against the 58 needed to
win one seat.



