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[1C Quarterly issue on syncretic traditions explores
India's pluralism amid global polarisation

New Delhi, Agency:
Titled "Syncretic Traditions of
the Indian Subcontinent:
Varied Voices", the special
issue was released on Tuesday
evening at the Kamaladevi
Complex of the India
International Centre in the
presence of historians, aca-
demics, diplomats and public
intellectuals.

The volume was released by
Karan Singh, Chairman, IIC
Editorial Board, and former
Jammu and Kashmir
Governor, who described the
theme as "extremely impor-
tant in this day and age",
pointing to what he called the
"fracturing and fragmenting of
consciousness" across soci-
eties worldwide.

Drawing from the shared
cultural histories of India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh,
Singh said the subcontinent's

T
—

diversity had historically pro-
duced traditions where reli-
gions and cultures not only co-
existed but deeply interacted
with one another.

"Every state has a different
language, cuisine, music and
style of living. In this extraor-
dinary diversity, it is impor-
tant to preserve the syncretic
traditions  that  evolved
through centuries of interac-

tion," he said.

Recalling examples from his
home region of Kashmir,
Singh spoke of the influence of
the Rishi and Sufi traditions
and described a cultural
atmosphere where people vis-
ited shrines and places of wor-
ship across faiths with equal
reverence. "We have once seen
what division on the basis of
religion has done to the sub-

continent. We simply cannot
afford it again," he said, warn-
ing against the growing divi-
sions among communities.

Singh also linked the dis-
cussion to contemporary glob-
al conflicts, referring to wars
across different regions and
expressing concern over what
he described as the "drying up
of wells of sympathy" in public
consciousness. Referring to
the humanitarian crisis in
Palestine, he said voices advo-
cating healing and reconcilia-
tion appeared increasingly
absent in today's world.

The thematic issue was con-
ceptualised nearly a year ago
by the IIC editorial board.
Speaking at the event, Shyam
Saran, president of the IIC,
said the theme had been pro-
posed by Singh in view of
growing societal turmoil and
polarisation globally.

MCD removes mandatory inspection for regu-
larisation of buildings up to 105 sqm in Delhi

New Delhi, Agency:
Property owners in Delhi
with buildings up to 105
square metres will no "'—c?
longer have to undergo B T
mandatory physical inspec-
tion by MCD engineers for ¥
regularisation, with the |&/8Efll
civic body shifting the |
entire process online in a
move aimed at reducing
delays and simplifying
approvals.

The decision is expected
to benefit thousands of res-
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idents who often faced pro- Y s B

cedural hurdles and long [z -

waits in getting smaller res- g
idential buildings regu-
larised.

According to mayor Pravesh Wahi,
the move will help clear pending
cases faster while making the system
more transparent and citizen-friend-
ly. He explained that to remove
obstacles in the regularisation
process for buildings up to 105
square metres (127 square yards), the

Govt renames
Britannia chowk, sev-

eral metro stations

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi govt has
approved renaming several metro stations,
public landmarks and institutions across
the capital to honour prominent personali-
ties and strengthen local identity.

The decisions were cleared by the State
Names Authority (SNA), chaired by chief
minister Rekha Gupta, with senior officials
from the urban development department,
DMRC and DDA present.

Britannia Chowk in Shakurpur will be
renamed 'Ashwini Chopra (Minna) Chowk'
after the noted journalist, while an under-
construction hospital in Jwalapuri will be
named 'Baba Ramdevji Maharaj Hospital'
after the 14th-century spiritual guru.

Among metro stations, Rohini West will
be renamed 'Dr Baba Saheb Ambedkar
Hospital Metro Station', Rohini East will
become 'Rohini Metro Station' for clearer
identification, and Dwarka Metro Station
will be renamed 'Dwarka-Kakrola'.

The SNA also approved naming the new
sports complex in Begampur, Rohini
Sector-33, as 'Atal Khel Parisar’, with a
statue of former prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee to be installed there.

Officials said the move aims to strength-
en public memory and connect citizens,
especially younger generations, with
notable figures and places.

"Honouring those who contributed to
public life remains a priority, helping pre-
serve our history and heritage," the CM
said, adding the govt is committed to both
infrastructural and cultural development.

Delhi notifies sweeping overhaul
of Capital's fire safety framework

New Delhi, Agency:
The Delhi Government has
formally notified a sweep-
ing overhaul of the capi-
tal's fire safety framework,
introducing third-party
fire safety auditors, auto-
mated compliance moni-
toring systems and stricter
accountability measures
for building owners and
occupiers.

The reforms, brought
through the Delhi Fire
Service (Amendment)
Rules, 2025, mark one of
the most significant
changes to Delhi's fire
safety regime in recent
years. The notification was
issued by Lieutenant
Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu under the Delhi
Fire Service Act, 2007.
Most provisions have come
into force immediately,
while major changes relat-
ing to fire safety certifica-
tion, auditors and auto-
mated monitoring systems
will become operational

after 9o days.

ance

procedures.

notified rules.

The Tribune had first
reported on May 20 that
the Delhi Government was
considering a comprehen-
sive restructuring of the
fire safety system, includ-
ing third-party auditors,
technology-driven compli-
mechanisms
changes in -certification
Several of
those proposals have now
been incorporated into the

A key feature of the

mandatory physical inspection by an

engineer has now been abolished.
"Under the new system, the entire
process will now be completed
online. The building owner will only
need to submit an undertaking certi-
fied by an authorised architect and
deposit
Thereafter, MCD will complete the
regularisation process within the
stipulated timeframe,"” Wahi added.

the prescribed fee.

Explained: The TCAS technology that makes planes 'talk to each other' - and why Air India flight had to turn back

New Delhi, Agency: An
Air India flight bound for San
Francisco was forced to
return to  Delhi on
Wednesday after flying for
nearly nine hours because of
a snag in a critical airborne
safety system that helps air-
craft avoid mid-air collisions.

The problem was linked to
the aircraft's Traffic Collision
Avoidance System (TCAS) - a
technology that allows planes
to electronically "talk to each
other" in the sky when they
come dangerously close.

Al 173, a Boeing 777 carry-
ing around 250 passengers
and crew, had taken off from
Delhi at 3.09 am and was
overflying China when the
issue was detected.

Since a fully functional

—

aircraft are projected to
come too close, the system
automatically issues coordi-
nated warnings - instructing
one aircraft to climb and the
other to descend - thereby
preventing a possible colli-
sion.

"Globally, a functional
TCAS is mandatory for air-
craft flying above 29,000
feet. Some regions have
even stricter rules and do

TCAS is mandatory for flights
crossing the North Atlantic
oceanic region en route to the
US west coast, Air India decid-
ed to turn the aircraft back to
Delhi as a precautionary
measure. The aircraft landed
safely at IGI Airport shortly
after noon and was sent for

technical checks. Senior pilots
explained that TCAS is one of
aviation's most important
safety layers. Installed on
commercial aircraft world-
wide, the system continuously
exchanges signals with nearby
planes to assess their altitude,
speed and direction. If two

2 suspected Ebola cases from Ahmedabad, Bengaluru trigger air-
port surveillance, quarantine measures across the country

New Delhi, Agency:
Health authorities have inten-
sified airport surveillance,
traveller monitoring and quar-
antine measures after suspect-
ed Ebola cases surfaced in
Bengaluru and  Gujarat,
though no Ebola infection has
been confirmed in India so far.

A 28-year-old Ugandan
woman who had been isolated
in Bengaluru over suspected
Ebola infection has tested neg-
ative for the virus, bringing
relief amid heightened global
concern over fresh outbreaks
reported in parts of Africa.

Officials said Airport
Health Organisation (APHO)
teams are directly contacting
travellers arriving from affect-
ed countries and isolating
even mildly symptomatic indi-
viduals as a precaution-
arymeasure. "Even if someone
reports a slight headache, we
do not want to take any

amended framework is the
introduction of empan-
elled fire safety auditors,
who will be authorised to
inspect buildings and issue
certificates
(FSCs). The auditors may
be individuals, firms or
companies empanelled by
the Director of Delhi Fire
Service (DFS). Until now,
FSCs were issued directly

fire safety

and

by the DFS.

Under the new system,
building owners or occu-
piers can appoint an audi-

o I°

chances and are keeping such
persons in isolation," an offi-
cial said, adding that samples
are being sent to the National
Institute of Virology (NIV) for
testing.

Officials said the sample of
a suspected Gujarat case has
been sent to the National
Institute of Virology (NIV),
Pune for tests and results are
expected in 24 to 48 hours.

The Gujarat case involves a
37-year-old man, Amuri
Lokula, who reportedly trav-
elled from the African conti-

tion by the department.

and misrepresentation.

and storage facilities.
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tor from a DFS-main-
tained panel. The auditor
will inspect premises, cer-
tify compliance and upload
reports online. Certificates
issued by auditors will
remain subject to verifica-

To strengthen oversight,
the rules mandate random
inspection of at least five
per cent of certificates
issued by auditors every
quarter. Action has also
been provided for false
declarations, deficiencies

The amendments signif-
icantly expand categories
of occupancies deemed
vulnerable to fire risks.
These include residential
buildings above 15 metres,
hotels above 12 metres,
educational and institu-
tional buildings above 9
metres, all assembly build-
ings, underground struc-
tures, hazardous occupan-
cies and large industrial

nent and Bangladesh before
arriving in Mumbai and later
Vadodara for business purpos-
es with two associates. He was
quarantined at Civil Hospital
in Ahmedabad on Wednesday.
According to health offi-
cials, the man developed fever,
cold and cough symptoms and
was initially admitted to a pri-
vate hospital in Vadodara
before being shifted to the
special Ebola ward set up at
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital,
after his travel history
emerged during screening.

not permit aircraft without
a working TCAS to enter
their airspace at any altitude,"
senior pilots said. Such
restrictions apply over areas
including the North Atlantic
corridor, Europe and parts of
West Asia. The malfunction
meant the Boeing 777 could
not legally continue on its

planned route to San
Francisco, prompting the
lengthy turnaround despite
the aircraft already being sev-
eral hours into the journey.

In a statement, Air India
said the flight returned "due to
a technical issue in accordance
with laid down procedures".

"The aircraft landed safely
and will undergo technical
inspection in line with Air
India's safety standards.

We regret the inconven-
ience caused to passengers
and are making alternative
arrangements to fly them to
their destination as soon as
possible," the airline said,
adding that passengers were
provided refreshments, hotel
accommodation and rebook-
ing options.

Rs 70K stolen from temple's
donation box in Gurugram

New Delhi,
Agency: Thieves
broke into a temple at
Shikohpur village in
Sector 78 and fled
after stealing over Rs
70,000 from the
donation box. The
entire incident was
captured on CCTV
cameras installed in
the temple.

According to the
police, the incident
took place late last
night at the Johar

Wala temple in the vil-
lage. On Wednesday
morning, when the
temple management and
attendants arrived, they

found the donation box bro-
ken and items scattered on
the temple premises. They
immediately informed the
police and cops reached the

spot.
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The police team found that
the CCTV footage showed the
thieves entering the temple
premises and breaking the
donation box with a cutter.
An FIR was registered and
cops began investigating the
matter.

June 30.

enumeration forms

Ashok Kumar, chief elec-
toral officer of Delhi, said on
Wednesday that prepara-
tions for the large-scale revi-
sion are on in full swing.
Training of BLOs, printing of
and
arranging logistics will be
undertaken between June 20
and June 29, while the
house-to-house visits by
BLOs will continue until July
29. EC has ordered the SIR
in Delhi under Article 324 of
the Constitution and provi-
sions of the Representation
of the People Act, 1950, say-
ing that the revision should
be started from June and
concluded by Oct 7. The

Delhi SIR to begin on June 30
final electoral rolls on Oct 7

New Delhi, Agency:
Over 42% of Delhi's 1.4 crore
electors have already been
digitally mapped ahead of
Election Commission's spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls under which
booth-level officers (BLOs)
in the city will begin door-to-
door voter verification from

AR
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exercise is aimed at remov-
ing duplicate and ineligible
entries while ensuring all eli-
gible voters are included in
the rolls. "EC has announced
the revision since many
changes have taken place in
the existing rolls due to fre-
quent migration since the
last SIR was conducted in
2002, resulting in many elec-
tors being registered in more
than one place. Also, dead
voters have to be removed
from the rolls," said an EC
official.

Over 62.4 lakh electors

have been mapped as on
May 26 as part of pre-revi-
sion activities before the
start of field verification, the
official said. The mapping
was done in the past few
months through special
camps organised across the
city and by BLOs who visited
households.

Delhi has around 13,000
polling booths and 13,000
BLOs. "There is one supervi-
sor for every 10 BLOs.

Apart from them, volun-
teers and additional man-
power will be used during
the SIR. Altogether, we esti-
mate 20,000 to 25,000 per-
sonnel will be deployed,”
said the official. During the
exercise, every existing elec-
tor whose name figures in
the rolls will receive two
copies of an enumeration
form from the BLOs. He will
have to fill in a copy and
return it during the verifica-
tion process. Voters will also
have the option to submit the
completed forms online.




