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Evening news wrap: PM Modi personally
monitoring NEET reforms after paper leak

Sensex crashes over 1,000 points & more

New Delhi, Agency:
The Centre told the
Supreme Court that PM
Modi is personally oversee-
ing NEET reforms after the
paper leak row.

Sensex plunged over
1,000 points amid weak
monsoon fears, FII selling
and US-Iran uncertainty.

The NIA raided 12 loca-
tions in a Pakistan-linked
drone terror conspiracy

controversy. The National
Testing Agency informed
the court that sweeping
security measures have
been introduced for upcom-
ing exams.

Sensex crashes over
1,000 points as weak mon-
soon forecast, global wor-
ries hit markets . Indian
equity markets plunged
sharply, with the BSE
Sensex falling more than

involving arms and IEDs.
Rishabh Pant stepped
down as Lucknow Super
Giants captain after two
disappointing IPL seasons.
Nato condemned Russia
after a drone crashed into a
residential building in

Romania near the Ukraine
border.

Here are the top sto-
ries of the day: PM Modi
personally monitoring
NEET reforms after paper
leak, Centre tells SC. The

Centre told the Supreme
Court of India that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
personally supervising
reforms in the NEET-UG
examination process fol-
lowing the 2026 paper leak

1,000 points and nearly Rs
5 lakh crore wiped off
investor wealth amid con-
cerns over a weak monsoon
forecast, continued foreign
investor selling and uncer-
tainty around a US-Iran
peace deal.

Al giants make aggressive India pitches

Mumbai, Agency: The India heads
of AI world's arch-rivals Anthropic and

'She made country proud': Supreme
Court allows Vinesh Phogat to com-
pete in Asian Games trlals

New Delhi, Agency:
The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to interfere
with the Delhi high court
order allowing Olympian
wrestler Vinesh Phogat to
participate in the selection
trials for the 2026 Asian
Games, observing that the
athlete had brought laurels
to the country through her
achievements in wrestling.

"If anybody else, it would
have been on a different footing.
She's made the country proud"”,
the apex court said.

The top court's order came on
a plea filed by the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) chal-
lenging the high court direction
permitting Phogat to compete in
the trials, scheduled for May 30
and 31. To ensure fairness, the
court ordered video recording of
the process and asked that inde-
pendent observers nominated by
the Sports Authority of India
and the Indian Olympic
Association oversee the trials.

The HC had noted that
Phogat had informed the

from the trials. It prima facie
held that the policy unfairly lim-
ited participation to medal win-
ners from specific events, there-
by excluding wrestlers such as
Phogat. The court also criticised
remarks made in the WFI's
show-cause notice relating to the
Paris Olympics weigh-in contro-
versy. Calling references to the
episode as a 'national embar-
rassment' deplorable, the court
said the comments appeared
vindictive, especially since the
Court of Arbitration for Sport
had found no wrongdoing on
Phogat's part.

The SC, however, flagged
concerns with the manner in
which the HC examined the
matter but decided not to inter-

India's new health

challenge: Obesity and
diabetes surge despite
nutrition gains

New Delhi, Agency: India is
making steady progress in reduc-
ing child malnutrition and
improving maternal and child
health, but rising obesity and dia-
betes are emerging as a major new
public health challenge, according
to the National Family Health
Survey  (NFHS-6) 2023-24
released on Friday.

The survey found that the pro-
portion of women aged 15-49 who
were overweight or obese increased
sharply from 24% in NFHS-5
(2019-21) to 30.7% in NFHS-6,
while the figure for men rose from
22.9% to 27.3%. The share of
women with elevated blood sugar
levels or taking medication to con-
trol diabetes increased from 13.5%
to 17.8%, while among men it rose
from 15.6% to 20.9%. The trend
was visible across several states.
Andhra Pradesh reported one of
the highest obesity burdens, with
47.9% of women aged 15-49 classi-
fied as overweight or obese and
21.8% having elevated blood sugar
levels or taking medication for dia-
betes. Goa also reported strikingly
high levels, with 45.1% of women
and 43.6% of men overweight or
obese, while more than a quarter of
women (27.5%) and nearly a third
of men (32.1%) had elevated blood
sugar levels or were taking medica-
tion to control diabetes.

CISF, Army join hands to counter
drone threats at India's airports

OpenAl took to the stage at the annual
Tech Week here, pitching their suite of
products to a room full of developers and

founders.

"What makes India really important in
OpenAl's journey is the opportunity cen-
adoption and
said Pragya Misra, OpenAl's

tred around access,
agency,"

head of strategy and global affairs in

India, adding that the firm will build on its capabilities here while lowering
costs of usage to drive adoption. Anthropic, after its recent $65 billion funding,
overtook OpenAl to become the most valuable Al startup. "We are creating
things from India, for India...reaching last mile and making a test case for the

rest of the world," India MD Irina Ghose said.

India, Russia review defence, maritime coop-
eration as Doval meets Patrushev in Moscow enters Day 7; searches con-

New Delhi, Agency:
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval met with Russian offi-
cials in Moscow on Friday,
reviewing progress on key
bilateral initiatives in mar-
itime connectivity, shipbuild-
ing, defence collaboration,
and training of sailors for
polar operations.

Doval held talks with
Nikolai Patrushev, Aide to the
President and Chairman of
the Maritime Board of Russia,

assessing proposals discussed
during Patrushev's visit to
New Delhi in November
2025. The two sides also
exchanged views on regional
and global developments, the
Embassy of India in Russia
said.

Earlier in the day, Doval
met First Deputy Prime
Minister Denis Manturov,
reviewing bilateral coopera-
tion in defence, energy, space

and other fields. The Russian
side organised a visit to their
National Space Centre and
the Roscosmos Joint Industry
Information Centre.

Doval also met his coun-
terpart  Sergei  Shoigu,
Secretary of the Security
Council of Russia, on the side-
lines of the first International
Security Forum, reviewing
ongoing cooperation in
defence, security, energy and

economic ties. The two sides
also discussed the upcoming
BRICS NSA meeting in New
Delhi, the embassy said.

In his speech at the forum,
Doval called for special atten-
tion to the situation in West
Asia, emphasising the need to
ensure safe and uninterrupt-
ed flow of trade through inter-
national waterways, including
the Strait of Hormuz and the
Red Sea.

International Testing Agency in
December 2024 that she was
stepping away from competition
due to pregnancy, with plans to
return later. After giving birth in
July 2025, she resumed train-
ing, and the agency subsequent-
ly cleared her to compete from
2026. The court observed that
her absence during pregnancy
prevented her from participat-
ing in the qualifying tourna-
ments required under the WFI
policy, leading to her exclusion

fere with their order. "These are
not medical college admissions
but national and international
sports. It can't be like courts will
interfere in this manner and dis-
rupt
Justice PS Narasimha remarked
during the hearing. Phogat has
been asked to respond to the
plea filed by WFI against the
Delhi HC order permitting her
to appear in the Asian Games
selection trials. The matter will
now be heard on June 1.

the entire schedule",

Operation Sheruwali

tinue in J&K's Rajourl

Jammu, Agency: A
joint team of the Army, J&K
Police and CRPF continued
hunting two to three terror-
ists believed to be holed up
in the dense forests of
Dorimal-Gambhir Mughlan
belt in Manjakote sector of

Rajouri district as
Operation Sheruwali
entered its seventh day
Friday.

Helicopters, drones and
sniffer dogs were assisting
the troops on the ground,
officials said. Additional
reinforcements were also
rushed in to plug possible
escape routes and assist the
forces in the ongoing anti-
terror operation, which was
launched on May 23 after a
brief fire exchange between
ultras and security person-
nel. On Thursday, heavy fir-
ing and shelling took place

|
) 3¢

in Dorimal as the search
party continued to tighten
the cordon. Earlier, security
forces busted a terrorist
hideout containing some
essential commodities on
May 25, the third day of the
operation. The spot was
later destroyed.

Several top officers,
including the Northern
Army Commander Lt Gen
Pratik Sharma and IG
CRPF (Jammu) Amol V
Homkar, visited Rajouri in
the past week for opera-
tional review and situation-
al assessment.

New Delhi, Agency Wlth
drones emerging as a prime
source of low-altitude threats at
sensitive airports, particularly in
J&K and Punjab, the CISF, which
guards 72 airports across the
country, has tied up with the
Indian Army to equip its person-
nel with advanced capabilities to
detect, track and neutralise hos-
tile unmanned aerial systems
(UAVs). Simultaneously, 659 per-
sonnel from its specialised avia-
tion security group have under-
gone rigorous 'military-grade bat-
tle inoculation training' to pre-
pare for quick response teams
(QRTs) to be deployed at all CISF-
protected airports by the year-
end. The progress of the counter-
drone training programme and

the battle inoculation
training for airport QRTs
was reviewed at an opera-
tional review for the
CISF's north sector and
airport sector, chaired by
CISF DG Praveer Ranjan
in Chandigarh on Friday.

reduce delays in the judicial system.

Invoking its special powers under Article 142 of the
Constitution, a bench led by Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant said reserved judgments must be pronounced with-
in three months. The top court also laid down strict time-
lines for bail matters. It directed high courts to pronounce

Supreme Court invokes Article 142, issues directions

to high courts to prevent delays in judgments

New Delhi, Agency: The Supreme Court on Friday
issued a set of binding directions to all high courts across
the country to ensure faster delivery of judgements and

bail orders on the same day after hearing the case or by
the next day if the order is reserved. The court further
said that once regular bail is granted, the order must be

immediately communicated to the trial court. It added

that undertrial prisoners granted bail should be released
on the same day after completing the required formali-
ties. To improve transparency, the Supreme Court
ordered that all judgments must be uploaded on high
court websites within 24 hours of pronouncement.

The meeting took stock of
the progression of key
technological and opera-
tional upgrades across the
commercial airports
under CISF protection.
Discussions centred on reinforc-
ing perimeter security at airports,
upgrading surveillance networks
and adopting next-generation
screening tools, including full

body scanners, to maintain
world-class aviation security
standards.

Senior officers and command-
ers of various CISF units partici-
pated in the meeting, which saw
detailed discussions on strength-
ening security preparedness,
enhancing response capabilities
through better inter-agency coor-
dination, and the adoption of
advanced technologies for the
protection of critical infrastruc-
ture and civil aviation installa-
tions.

Schools, colleges to get tobacco-free compliance appL

New Delhi, Agency:
The Centre on Thursday
launched a digital platform
to monitor compliance
with tobacco-free norms in

schools and colleges and [T

unveiled a new standard [

operating procedure for
collection and testing of
tobacco product samples,
strengthening efforts to curb
tobacco and nicotine addic-
tion among young people.
The pilot version of the
Tobacco-Free Educational
Institutions (ToFEI)
Application was launched by
Union Health Secretary
Punya Salila Srivastava dur-
ing a national event organ-
ised under the National

L ol

Tobacco Control Programme
in the run-up to World No

Tobacco Day, observed
annually on May 31. The dig-
ital platform has been
designed to facilitate self-
assessment and reporting by
educational institutions,
monitor compliance with
tobacco-free campus guide-
lines and support implemen-
tation of mandatory tobacco-

W Sigy control signages.

The pilot phase will be
implemented in
| Rajasthan, Maharashtra

and Meghalaya to assess
operational feasibility and
strengthen reporting sys-
tems before a wider roll-
out across the country.
It will also help enforce
the prohibition on sale of
tobacco products within 100
yards of educational institu-
tions and promote aware-
ness and sensitisation activi-
ties among students and
teachers. Officials said the
application is expected to
strengthen accountability
and create healthier, tobac-
co-free environments for

children and adolescents
through standardised moni-
toring, reporting and compli-
ance assessment mecha-
nisms. On the occasion, the
health ministry also released
a  Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) for Sample
Collection of Tobacco
Products, aimed at strength-
ening surveillance, regulato-
ry compliance and quality
assurance related to tobacco
products. The SOP lays down
standardised procedures for
collection, handling, storage,
transportation and docu-
mentation of tobacco prod-
uct samples to ensure consis-
tency and reliability in test-
ing processes.



