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Vijay set to become TN Chief
Minister, swearing in on Sunday

Chennai: Actor-turned-politician
and Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
chief C. Joseph Vijay was on Saturday
formally invited by Governor-in-charge
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar to form
the next government in Tamil Nadu
after proving majority support in the
Assembly.

The development followed a high-
level meeting between Vijay and the
Governor at Lok Bhavan in Chennai,
where the TVK leader submitted docu-
ments confirming the support of several
opposition parties backing his claim to
power.

Soon after the meeting, Raj Bhavan
issued an official press release announc-
ing that Vijay had been appointed Chief
Minister-designate of Tamil Nadu. The
statement also confirmed that he had
been asked to seek a floor test in the

lllegal CCTV cameras found
at railway gate of Sarai sta-
tion in Bihar

Patna, Agency: A case of illegal installa-
tion of CCTV cameras at Sampar gate No. 43 at
Sarai railway station in Vaishali district under
Samastipur railway division of Bihar has come
to light. The incident has caused panic in the
railway administration and the RPF (Railway
Protection Force).

According to the application filed by the sta-
tion superintendent, Station Superintendent
Manoj Kumar Singh, posted at Sarai railway
station, said that Santosh Kumar, gateman on
duty at Sampar gate No. 43 SPL at around 2 pm
on May 7, informed that two unidentified per-
sons installed a CCTV camera.

On receiving the information, the station
superintendent informed RPF Principal
Constable Avdhesh Ram, who was on camping
duty at Sarai. The two then arrived at the scene,
where they observed a solar plate and small
camera mounted at a height of approximately
10 feet on the west pole of the height gauge.

Considering the seriousness of the matter,
Sub-Inspector Bipin Kumar of RPF OP
Bhagwanpur conducted an inquiry from the
concerned departments. Investigation con-
firmed that the camera was installed illegally
without the permission of the railway.

Thereafter, on May 08 at about 12:15 p.m.,
the said device was seized in the presence of
witnesses. The seized items included a solar
stand camera, which was equipped with Active
Pixel ID, IMEI number, Jio SIM and 32 GB
micro SD card. Also recovered was a small
solar panel approximately 10x6 inches.

On the whole matter, Railway SP Veena
Kumari told Hindustan Samachar that an inves-
tigation is being conducted on the basis of the
application received.

Assembly on or before May 13.

The Governor further announced that
the swearing-in ceremony of the new
government would take place at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium in
Chennai at 10 a.m. on Sunday.

With the backing of alliance partners,
Vijay comfortably crossed the majority
mark of 118 in the 234-member Tamil
Nadu Assembly. The TVK-led formation
now has the support of 120 MLAs,
including 107 from TVK, five from the
Congress, and two each from CPI,

CPI(M), VCK, and IUML.

Tamil Nadu went to the polls on April
23 in a single-phase election that wit-
nessed a fierce four-cornered contest
involving the DMK, AIADMK alliance,
Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK), and Vijay’s
TVK.

The results, declared on May 4, saw
TVK emerge as the single-largest party
with 108 seats. However, after Vijay
chose to retain only one of the two con-
stituencies he had won, the party’s effec-
tive strength came down to 107.

Following the election verdict, intense
political activity unfolded in Chennai,
with TVK holding discussions with sev-
eral parties to secure support for govern-
ment formation. Celebrations broke out
among TVK workers across the state
after the Governor’s announcement con-
firming Vijay’s appointment as Chief
Minister-designate.

Social security schemes have brought confidence
and dignity to the hves of mllhons' M0d1

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
said that the central government's social security
schemes, including the Atal Pension Yojana, have played
an important role in ensuring dignity, trust and financial
security in the lives of millions of people.

The Prime Minister said on social media platform X

on Saturday that 11 years ago, on this day, the National | '

Democratic Alliance (NDA) government launched
major social security and pension schemes. These
schemes reflect the government's commitment to bring
dignity, assurance and economic security to the lives of
the countrymen.

“This series shows that the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima

Yojana have had a positive impact on the ground,”

the Prime Minister said.

He said that the Atal Pension Scheme has proved to be extremely beneficial for many people and has

helped them to live a more secure life in old age.

Kolkata Police Unfollow Mamata, Abhishek Banerjee
on X After Suvendu Adhikari Takes Oath as CM

Kolkata: The official X account of
Kolkata Police on Saturday unfollowed
former Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and Abhishek Banerjee short-
ly after Suvendu Adhikari was sworn in
as the Chief Minister of West Bengal.

At the same time, the list of accounts
followed by Kolkata Police included
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari, the Prime

Congress defers Kerala CM decision ,

to take final call

high command

Thiruvananthapuram Agency:
The Congress leadership on
Saturday concluded a crucial
round of discussions in New Delhi
to decide the next Chief Minister
of Kerala following the United
Democratic Front’s emphatic vic-
tory in the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions. However, no final decision
was announced after the meeting,
with party leaders indicating that
the Congress high command
would take the final call after fur-
ther consultations.

The high-level meeting was
held at the residence of Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge and
lasted for several hours. Senior
leaders Rahul Gandhi, V.D.
Satheesan, K.C.  Venugopal,
Ramesh Chennithala, and Kerala
Pradesh Congress Committee
(KPCC) president Sunny Joseph
attended the discussions. AICC
observers Mukul Wasnik and Ajay
Maken, who had earlier submitted
their assessment report on the
post-election situation in Kerala,
were also part of the deliberations.

The meeting comes six days

after the UDF secured a sweeping
mandate in the Kerala Assembly
elections, ending the Left
Democratic Front’s decade-long
rule in the state. Since the declara-
tion of results, intense speculation
has been underway over who
would lead the new government,
with the names of V.D. Satheesan,
Ramesh Chennithala, and K.C.
Venugopal being widely discussed
in political circles.

Addressing the media after the
meeting, senior Congress leaders
appealed to party workers and sup-
porters to maintain discipline and
avoid any public displays of fac-
tional rivalry. They specifically
urged cadres not to organise
demonstrations, celebratory
marches, or put up flex boards
backing individual leaders for the
Chief Minister’s post.

The  Congress leadership
stressed that the party remains
united and that the interests of the
UDF government and the people
of Kerala would be the top priority
while selecting the next Chief
Minister.

New  Delhi:  Union
Minister Jitendra Singh on
Saturday reviewed in detail
the preparations for the
“Clean Sea, Safe Sea” 2026
campaign and the upcoming
India International Science
Festival. The meeting decided
that the “Clean Sea, Safe Sea”
2026 campaign will be con-

The big clean-
11,000 km of coastline for ”Clean Sea,

up drive will run along

Minister’s  Office, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and his office.

The development came days after
the results of the West Bengal Assembly
elections were declared on May 4, in
which the Bharatiya Janata Party
secured 207 seats to form the govern-
ment in the state for the first time.

Suvendu Adhikari, who won from
the Nandigram and Bhabanipur
Assembly constituencies, took oath as
the ninth Chief Minister of West Bengal
at a grand ceremony held at the Brigade
Parade Ground.

The swearing-in ceremony was
attended by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Amit Shah, Defence Minister

chief ministers of BJP-ruled states and
BJP national president Nitin Nabin.

Amid the political transition, the
social media activity of Kolkata Police
drew attention. As of Saturday after-
noon, the official X account of Kolkata
Police was following 42 accounts,
excluding those of Mamata Banerjee
and Abhishek Banerjee.

Meanwhile, Mamata Banerjee’s X
handle and Facebook page reportedly
identified her as the Chief Minister of
West Bengal till around noon on

Saturday. However, following
Adhikari’s swearing-in ceremony, the
designation was removed and changed
to only “Mamata Banerjee”.

Along with Suvendu Adhikari, five
ministers also took oath as part of the
first BJP cabinet in West Bengal. Their
portfolios are expected to be announced
later. After the swearing-in ceremony,
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari visit-
ed Jorasanko Thakur Bari to pay tribute
to Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore
on his birth anniversary.

ducted across the country
from September 12 to 19 and will
conclude on the occasion of
International Coastal Cleanliness Day.
The expedition will cover India's
11,098 km long coastline.

The Ministry of Science and
Technology informed that ministries
of central and state governments as
well as scientific institutes, district
administrations, Indian Coast Guard,
NCC, NSS, NGOs and local commu-
nities will jointly participate in the
campaign. The government plans to
push it forward as a “people’s move-
ment”.

The meeting was informed that the
campaign will focus on cleaning up
marine debris, protecting coastal areas

and strengthening marine ecosystems.
For this, scientific monitoring as well
as public participation will be
increased.

A review of previous years’
progress showed that more than 150
tonnes of marine litter had been docu-
mented during the 2025 campaign.
Digital platforms such as the “Sea
App” are being used to enhance citi-
zen participation, making it easier to
monitor and report waste in coastal
areas.

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh
said that the campaign is playing an
important role in advancing the blue
economy vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Rajnath Singh, several Union ministers,

Four more ‘wild buffaloes’ released in Kanha Tiger Reserve in
Madhya Pradesh brlnglng the number to eight

Bhopal, May 09 (IANS) After nearly a centu-
ry, the return of the ‘wild buffalo’ to Madhya
Pradesh’s Kanha Tiger Reserve has added a new
chapter in the history of wildlife conservation.
The number of 'wild buffaloes' in Kanha has now
risen to eight after four more 'wild buffaloes'
brought from Kaziranga were released in the

* Second phase of
'Wild Buffalo' reha-
bilitation program
successfully conduct-
ed, four more 'Wild
Buffalo' brought
from Kaziranga

Supakhar area.

Public Relations Officer K.K. Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) Samita Rajora
and Additional Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife) L.K. Krishnamurthy success-
fully released 4 more wild buffaloes in a special-
ly constructed enclosure. Director Kanha Tiger
Reserve Ravindra Mani Tripathi, Deputy
Director (Core) Prakash Verma, Deputy Director

(Buffer) Amitha KB,
Zonal Officers and local forest staff were present
on the occasion.

In fact, the state chief minister, Dr. Under the
guidance of Mohan Yadav, the Forest Department
is conducting special campaigns for biodiversity
conservation and rehabilitation of endangered
species. Under this,
famous Kaziranga Tiger Reserve in Assam are
being rehabilitated in the Supakhar area of
??7Kanha. Supakhar is the area where historically
there has been evidence of the presence of wild
buffalo.

In the first phase of the project, 4 ‘wild buf-

all Assistant Directors,

'wild buffaloes' from the

faloes’ (1 male and 3 females) will be distributed
on 28 April Yadav had freed them in a special
enclosure at Supakhar. With the arrival of four
more wild buffaloes in the second phase, their
number in Kanha has increased to eight. The
project will be further expanded in future phases.
This will develop a sustainable and healthy pop-
ulation of wild buffaloes in the state.

He said that a long distance of about 2,220 km
from Kaziranga Tiger Reserve to Kanha Tiger
Reserve was covered by special wildlife trans-
port vehicles. A team of two specialist wildlife
doctors conducted constant health checks and
monitoring during the trip. The Assistant

-

Director and Circuit Officer led the entire opera-
tion. The operation lasted about 72 hours.

Notably, the ‘wild buffalo’ is an important
part of the Indian wildlife heritage, as well as
playing a vital role in the balance of the forest
ecosystem. The return of the ‘wild buffalo’ will
further enrich the biodiversity of the Kanha
region and enable the project to establish itself as
a successful model of wildlife rehabilitation in
the country. Madhya Pradesh has made a name
for itself for campaigns like tiger, cheetah and
vulture conservation. The ‘Wild Buffalo’ restora-
tion campaign leads to another historic achieve-
ment in the field of wildlife conservation.

Punjab Boxing Player
Dies of Drug Overdose
in Mansa

Chandigarh, Agency: A 20-year-old boxing
player died due to a suspected drug overdose in
Punjab’s Mansa district, raising fresh concerns
over the growing drug menace in the state. The
incident comes even as the Punjab government
continues its anti-drug campaign, “Yudh Nashian
Virudh” (War Against Drugs).

According to reports, the deceased, Navdeep
Singh, had represented the state and participated
in several national-level boxing competitions,
winning multiple medals. His sudden death has
left his family and local residents in shock.
Navdeep’s father, Jaspal Singh, said his son was
the only brother of two sisters. He shared that he
worked as a labourer to support Navdeep’s box-
ing career, hoping that his son would one day
become successful and support the family.



