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'Will continue to work with
Tamil Nadu government'

PM Modi congratulates Vijay on taking oath as chief minister

New DElhi, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday congrat-
ulated Vijay on taking
oath as the chief minister
of Tamil Nadu, and said
the Centre would contin-
ue working with the state

Legislature Party, was
sworn in as the chief
minister of Tamil
Nadu on Sunday in a
colourful ceremony at
the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium. Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar

government for the wel-
fare of the people.
"Congratulations to
Thiru C. Joseph Vijay on
taking oath as Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister. Best wishes
for his tenure ahead. The
Central Government will

NO SHOKING

i 7 "

d 1A

|

{1

keep working with the
Tamil Nadu Government to
improve the lives of peo-
ple," PM Modi said through
a post on X.

C Joseph Vijay, chief of
TVK and leader of its

administered the oath
of office and secrecy to
Vijay during the event.
Apart from Vijay, nine
other leaders from TVK, N
Anand, Aadhav Arjuna, KA
Sengottaiyan, K G Arunraj,
P Venkataramanan, R

registered against Reliance ADA Group companies,
Reliance Telecom Limited, Reliance Commercial
Finance Limited and Reliance Home Finance Limited
and their directors. According to CBI, the searches
were carried out at the residential premises of directors
of the companies and offices of intermediary firms
allegedly used for diversion of bank funds. The search-
es were conducted on the basis of warrants issued on May 8 by a special CBI

Nirmalkumar, Rajmohan,
T K Prabhu, and S
Keerthana, were sworn in
as ministers in the party's
first Cabinet. Ahead of the
ceremony, Vijay welcomed
Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar at the
venue and introduced him
to the ministers-designate.

The 2026 Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections marked
a major political shift in the
state, with TVK winning
108 of the 234 seats in its
electoral debut.

CBI searches at 17 sites in cases linked to ADAG

New Delhi, Agency: Central Bureau of s
Investigation (CBI) on Saturday conducted searches at ol |
17 locations in Mumbai in connection with three cases &4

court in Mumbai. CBI said incriminating documents were seized during the

searches. Investigators also found that multiple intermediary companies

20,000 Indian sea-
farers caught in Gulf
turmoil: Mariners'
body flags alarm

New Delhi, Agency: Over
20,000 Indian seafarers are
staring at a humanitarian night-
mare in the Gulf and Strait of
Hormuz amid escalating ten-
sions, with fears of conflict
spillover trapping vessels and
leaving crews stranded without
food, medicine or escape routes,
said National Union of
Seafarers of India (NUSI), one
of the country's oldest maritime
unions. The body has urged the
govt to treat the crisis as a
"national priority and activate
urgent evacuation protocols".
The 20,000-plus Indian seafar-
ers-drawn from the massive
scale of Indian manpower in the
region-remains fluid, as crews
rotate daily based on vessel
schedules, port curbs, flag
states, and security alerts.

were allegedly operating from the same address.

Mother's Day: After losing 2 sons,
army jawan's wife donates part of
her liver to save 8-year-old son

New Delhi, Agency:
After losing her two elder
sons to a rare genetic disor-
der, the wife of an Army
personnel from Jammu
and Kashmir donated a
part of her liver to save her
youngest child, an eight-
year-old boy suffering from
severe liver failure due to
Wilson's disease. The story
of the mother's sacrifice was
shared by doctors ahead of
Mother's Day.

Badal Choudhary, a Class 4
student, was suffering from
Wilson's disease, a rare inherit-
ed disorder in which excessive
copper builds up in the body,
severely damaging organs such
as the liver and brain if left
untreated. Doctors at Marengo
Asia Hospitals, Faridabad, said
the child was brought to the
hospital in critical condition
after treatment elsewhere failed
to improve his health. His jaun-
dice had become extremely
severe and his abdomen was
filled with infected fluid.

Dr Punit Singla, program
clinical director and head of
liver transplant and HPB
Surgery at the hospital, said the
child's jaundice had become
extremely severe and blood
tests showed his liver was fail-
ing, making an immediate liver

transplant necessary. "The fam-
ily had already lost two sons to
the same disease and was dev-
astated seeing their third child
battling for life," he said.

With no time to lose, the
child's 4o0-year-old mother,
Renu Choudhary, volunteered
to donate a portion of her liver
after being found medically fit
for transplant.

Doctors performed the com-
plex liver transplant surgery in
December 2025, a procedure
that lasted nearly 12 to 13 hours.
A small portion of the mother's
liver was transplanted into the
child. Both mother and son
recovered successfully after the
surgery and the child was dis-
charged three weeks later.
Doctors said Badal is now
healthy and living a normal life.
Wilson's disease is considered
rare and is often difficult to diag-
nose in the early stages because
symptoms can mimic other liver
and neurological disorders.

Another lost trekking season in Kashmir

Srinagar, Agency: For
nearly two decades, adven-
ture tourism transformed
Kashmir's mountains into a
magnet for high-end domes-
tic tourists and foreign visi-
tors. Trekkers crossed alpine

meadows, glacier-fed valleys &

e

and mountaineers climbed £ &

Kolahoi peak, turning the 4
into one of the &=

sector
Valley's  fastest-growing
tourism industries. Much of
that activity has now fallen
silent. After last year's
Pahalgam terror attack and
Operation  Sindoor, all
trekking routes across
Kashmir have been closed,
bringing the Valley's once-
booming adventure tourism
industry to a near standstill.

"Adventure tourism
picked up in Kashmir in a

major way over the past two
decades and became an
essential part of Kashmir
tourism. But for the past
year, it is dead," Rouf
Tramboo, president of the
winter games association
and well-known moun-
taineer of the Valley, said.
From his office overlook-
ing Dal Lake, Tramboo said
the govt promoted trekking
in a big way in the past six

Koli women chart new waters Bengal:
set up seafood company
[ G

New Delhi, Agency:
It's a Thursday morning,
and three directors and
several shareholders of a
seafood company are gath-
ered around a conference T
table, absorbed in a pres- :
entation on food packag-
ing. "Good packaging adds ~
value to a product; it can
even fetch a higher price,"
says the instructor at the
Indian  Institute  of
Packaging, in Marathi. As the
directors nod, the silver tinsel in
the pechak-che gajre in their hair
and the gold naths in their noses
gleam. The Koli women have
never attended a workshop. Nor
have they ever worked for a com-
pany - let alone run one. Yet they
are directors of Daryavardi
Producer Company Limited
(DPCL), Mumbai's first fish
farmer producer organisation: a
community-owned enterprise
led entirely by Koli women that
aims to transform their fish-
vending trade from a cottage

industry to a corporate venture.
They already have 1,000
shareholders from the commu-
nity. Besides delivering fish,
masalas and snacks, they are
diversifying into running live
food counters and selling online.
A community kitchen is up, a
cloud kitchen is in the works,
and exports are being explored.
April marked three years since
company's formation. "We didn't
realise packaging affects shelf
life; we always sold fish in poly-
thene bags," says Pratibha Patil,
a director from Juhu Koliwada.
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kolkata, Agency: PM
Modi touching the feet of a
nonagenarian BJP member
and then kneeling down in
gratitude to the surging
crowd at Brigade Ground,
an image of Goddess Durga
as the backdrop on the
dais, and CM Suvendu
Adhikari dressed in a gerua
(saffron) kurta - the oath-
taking of BJP's first govt in
West Bengal was marked
by a medley of symbolism.

If the Bengal assembly
polls wrote history, BJP
went to great lengths to
acknowledge the ingredi-
ents which went into the
making of this history as its
maiden govt was sworn in.
The emotional weight of
the moment showed. After
taking oath, Suvendu
bowed to Modi, who has a
dislike to people touching
his feet, and lingered in the
bent pose for a while as the
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years, encouraging local

entrepreneurs to invest
heavily in camping equip-
ment, trekking logistics and
mountaineering infrastruc-
ture. A tourism department
official said the govt
opened up more trekking
routes in the Valley after
Article 370's abrogation,
taking the number to 75.
Even forest huts were made
available for visitors.

Why hair loss despite

'normal’ tests

New Delhi, Agency:
Losing hair despite "nor-
mal" blood work is a com-
mon frustration for many
women. Doctors say the
answer may not lie in rou-
tine reports-but in what's
happening inside the
scalp. For female pattern
alopecia, patients are typi-
cally advised a battery of
tests-testosterone, free
androgen index, thyroid
function and nutritional
work-ups such as vitamin
levels. Yet, these often
come back normal, leaving
both patients and clini-
cians  without clear
answers. A study, pub-
lished in an international
journal of dermatology
now offers an explanation.

Researchers from Delhi's

Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital found that
women with female pat-
tern hair loss had signifi-
cantly higher levels of a
hormone marker called
3?-diol G-even when stan-
dard hormones like testos-
terone remained within
normal range.Female pat-
tern hair loss, which caus-
es gradual thinning over
the front and top of the
scalp, affects a large num-
ber of women and often
takes a toll on confidence.

Cultural symbolism marks

- iy B

PM clasped his folded
hands with one hand and
smilingly patted his back
with another. He then held
him tightly as the crowd
roared. Suvendu reserved a
similar gesture, though for
a briefer while amid the
row of dignitaries, for
home minister Amit Shah,
the lynchpin of BJP's win-
ning strategy. Since he quit

‘

e
TMC to join BJP in Shah's
presence in 2020, the
home minister backed him
for leading BJP's ground
resistance against the
Mamata Banerjee govt
despite the occasional
grumblings from the
organisation's old guard. A
faith that paid off.

But the milestone event
was also an occasion to

e moment in history
o Fa Ty

acknowledge the long toil
of veterans. Dilip Ghosh, a
former RSS pracharak and
ex-state BJP chief who at
times felt hard done by as a
new crop of netas emerged,
was the first minister to
take oath after Suvendu, a
nod to his decades-long
dedication to the saffron
cause. Modi also met fami-
ly members of a few of the
BJP members who were
killed in alleged political
violence over the decades.

BJP's choice of five min-
isters attested to the party's
diverse social and regional
support in the polls.

While Suvendu is a
Brahmin, Ghosh is an OBC,
Ashok Kirtania, Kshudiram
Tudu and Nishit Pramanik
come from Matua, tribal
and Rajbonshi communi-
ties. The lone woman
member, Agnimitra Paul, is
a Kayastha.



