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Show us a single project not opposed hy envi-
eme Court

New Delhi, Agency:

ronmentalists, green lobby Supr

Refusing to entertain a
plea against expansion of
Pipavav port in Gujarat
faulting the
environmentYou want to
stall everything in the
name of environment'

A bench of CJI Surya
Kant and Justice Joymlaya
Bagchi said the
Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) report
had found the apprehen-
sions baseless and the
National Green Tribunal
also has since given a con-
sidered opinion green
lighting the port expan-

sion.

When Shenoy continued
to emphasise that the NGT
did not consider a series of
deficiencies in the EIA
report, the bench said port
development activities are

required for the develop-
ment of the country. "You
want to stall everything in
the name of the environ-
ment. How can the country
develop without infra-
structure? No doubt pre-

cautionary measures are
essential. But tell us where
else the depth of the sea
permits big ports as in
Gujarat," it asked.

"Where else can such
ports be set up? Do you
want the port related eco-
nomic activities to go to
other countries," the bench
asked. While refusing to
entertain the appeal
against NGT order, it per-
mitted the environmental-
ist to approach western
zone NGT at Pune again
pointing out the non-con-
sideration of his objections
to the project.

'Whenever India faced war

or..."s PM Modi urges citi-

zens to fulfil responsibility
amid Middle East crisis

New Delhi, Agency: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday once again called for
collective national efforts to
reduce dependence on imports
and strengthen India's position
in global supply chains, while
urging citizens to avoid unnec-
essary spending of foreign cur-
rency during a period of global
uncertainty.

Speaking in Vadodara amid
concerns over disruptions
caused by the ongoing conflict
in the Middle East and volatility
in global energy markets, the
Prime Minister said India was
continuously working to emerge
as a major participant in inter-
national supply chains.

"We are continuously work-
ing to make India a major par-
ticipant in global supply
chains," PM Modi said, stress-
ing that the country must use
the present challenges as an
opportunity to strengthen self-
reliance and domestic manufac-
turing capabilities.

Himachal to make chitta test
must for all govt jobs

New Delhi, Agency: Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said on
Monday that as part of its crackdown against
the drug menace, the state government would
make it mandatory for every candidate to
undergo a drug test before recruitment in any
government job. >

Addressing a press conference here after '
chairing a meeting of the Narco-Coordination
Centre (NCORD), Sukhu said the state government would make the drug test
mandatory not just for recruitment in all government departments but also for
students seeking admission to professional colleges.

Venugopal, Satheesan or Chennithala? Congress high
command steps in as Kerala CM race hlts deadlock

New Delhi, Agency:
Over a week after the
Congress-led United

FIR filed against SP MP Ajendra
Singh Lodhi over derogatory
remarks against PM Modi

New Delhi, Agency: %
An FIR has been registered
against Samajwadi Party
MP Ajendra Singh Lodhi at
Kotwali Nagar police sta-
tion in Uttar Pradesh's
Mahoba  district  on
Tuesday, over derogatory
remarks against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

According to news agency
PTI, the case was filed on the
complaint of BJP leader
Satyendra Pratap Gupta follow-
ing controversial comments
made by the MP during a protest
in Mahoba. Lodhi had partici-
pated in a demonstration led by
Samajwadi Party leaders to sub-
mit a memorandum to the gov-
ernor over issues including
power cuts, installation of smart
metres and rising inflation.

Video of remarks sparks
political row: A purported
video of the incident, which sur-
faced on social media, showed
Lodhi using objectionable lan-
guage against the prime minis-
ter while responding to ques-
tions about PM Modi's recent
appeal urging people to reduce
fuel consumption and limit pur-
chases of gold and other
imports.

As per PTI, the Hamirpur-
Mahoba MP used an expletive
against PM Modi and called him

a "desh-virodhi (anti-national)"
prime minister. He also ques-
tioned the prime minister's for-
eign visits and said the country
had never seen such a leader
before.

During the interaction with
reporters after submitting the
memorandum, Lodhi warned
that the government would have
to "face consequences" if the
protesters' demands were not
met.

BJP leaders condemn
comments: The remarks trig-
gered strong reactions from BJP
leaders, including Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath,
who termed the comments an
"insult" to democratic values.
"The unparliamentary remark
made by an MP against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is not
only objectionable and unforgiv-
able, but also a serious blow to
democratic decorum,”
Adityanath said in a post on X.

Congress calls ex-chiefs of Kerala
unit to brainstorm on next CM

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress Monday enlarged
the consultation process to

Democratic Front (UDF)
secured a clear mandate in
Kerala, the alliance is still
unable to finalise its chief
ministerial face, amid an
ongoing tussle between sen-
ior leaders over the top post.

According to PTI sources,
Congress top leadership
Rahul Gandhi and
Mallikarjun Kharge are
expected to take the final
decision on the Kerala chief
minister. The party high
command will on Tuesday
seek the views of former
KPCC presidents and work-
ing presidents before arriving
at a conclusion. Senior lead-

=W g

ers who have been called to
Delhi include former KPCC
presidents V M Sudheeran,
Mullappally Ramachandran,
K  Muraleedharan, K
Sudhakaran and M M
Hassan.

The party has also asked
senior MLA Thiruvanchoor

Radhakrishnan, along with
working presidents P C
Vishnunath, Shafi Parambil
and A P Anil Kumar, to par-
ticipate in the discussions.

Talks will be held on
Tuesday, and a final decision
is expected soon, party
sources said.

finalise the new chief min-
ister of Kerala, amid grow-
ing suspense in the wake of
a tussle for the top job
between AICC general sec-
retary K C Venugopal and
leader of opposition V D
Satheesan.The party has
called former state presi-
dents - K Sudhakaran, K
Muraleedharan, V M
Sudheeran, M M Hassan -
and some other state lead-
ers for discussions with
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Rahul Gandhi Tuesday.
The top brass will speak
to another former state

chief Mullapally
Ramachandran over the
phone as he is unable to
come to Delhi. It is
assumed that Wayanad MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has
also given her views on the
subject, as also veteran AK
Antony.

The heightened anticipa-
tion is accompanied by
speculations that
Venugopal is likely to get
the Kerala assignment.

Suvendu govt appoints Bengal INICET asplrants flag portal crash far-off exam centres
top poll officer Manoj Kumar

Agarwal as chief secretary

]rl

New Delhi, Agency: West
Bengal government on Monday
appointed chief electoral officer
(CEO) Manoj Kumar Agarwal,
who was top official in a the state
responsible for overseeing and
conducting elections, chief secre-
atary of the Suvendu-led dispen-
sation. The chief secretary is the
top bureaucrat of a state govern-
ment and the senior-most IAS
officer, responsible for coordinat-
ing all departments and advising
the chief minister.

Forty-eight hours after he was
relieved by the election commis-
sion as the special observer on

— - May 7, Gupta was already

appointed adviser to chief min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari on
Saturday. The appointment
order came within hours after
Adhikari took oath as CM at a
ceremony at Brigade Parade
Grounds. The state also
appointed IAS officer Shantanu
Bala as the CM's private secre-
tary. Bala, a 2017-batch IAS offi-
cer, earlier served as additional
district magistrate of South 24
Parganas.

The notification on appointing
Gupta, issued from Nabanna,
stated that the appointment was
made "in the interest of public
service" and will remain effective
until further orders. On Gupta's
appointment, CM Adhikari said,
"In the earlier govt, efficient and
impartial officers were not given
any work and had to leave the
state (for central deputation). We
want to give these efficient officers
a chance to work for people.

New Delhi, Agency:
Thousands of postgraduate
medical aspirants appear-
ing for the May 2026
Institute of National
Importance  Combined
Entrance Test (INI-CET)
have flagged delayed admit
card access and allotment
of exam centres hundreds
of kilometres away, barely
a week before the May 16
examination.

The AIIMS Delhi-con-
ducted exam released
admit cards around 3 pm
on May 9, but candidates
alleged the website slowed
down or crashed soon
after, preventing many
from downloading hall
tickets for nearly 9-10
hours. Several students
said they could access the
portal only after midnight,
triggering a flood of com-
plaints on social media.

"You charge ?4,000 for
the application form and
the website still crashed

for hours," tweeted Dr
Aman Kumar (@man-
-

ish___aman).

According to AIIMS offi-
cials, heavy traffic from
simultaneous logins tem-
porarily slowed the portal.
"If one lakh people access
any website at the same
time, it can slow down or
crash. This happens with
many exams, including
NEET. The site is now
working fine and candi-
dates have been able to
download admit cards,"
officials said.

Candidates also flagged
allotment of distant exam
centres. Aspirants from
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large states such as Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan said they were
allotted centres 500-800
km away because INI-CET
collected only state-wise,
not city-wise, preferences
during registration.

An Agra-based candi-
date said she was allotted
Varanasi, around 650 km
away, while a Mumbai
aspirant claimed she
received Nanded as her
centre, increasing travel
costs and logistical diffi-
culties. Students said trav-
elling within states like UP

and Rajasthan itself can
take 12-24 hours, while the
seven-day gap between
admit card release and the
exam leaves little time for
confirmed train or flight
bookings.

"There are hundreds of
such cases," a candidate
said, urging AIIMS to
review the centre alloca-
tion process.

On complaints regard-
ing distant centres, AIIMS
officials said allotments
depend on seat availability
and preference patterns,
adding that candidates are
asked to fill state-wise
rather than city-wise pref-
erences to prevent possible
malpractice in centre allo-
cation. "The effort is
always to allot the closest
possible centre, but in
large states such as Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra, some candi-
dates may still get centres
500-800 km away if near-
by seats are already filled,"
officials said.



