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From Russia to Iran: Who's arriving in New
Delhi for the high-stakes BRICS meet?

New Delhi, Agency:
Foreign ministers and
senior diplomats from
BRICS nations began
assembling in New Delhi
for the two-day BRICS
Foreign Ministers'
Meeting, being hosted
under India's 2026 chair-
ship, on Thursday.

External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar

L0

BRICS FOREICH MIMIS '!EI?S-' MEETING

will chair the meeting,
which has drawn partici-
pation from nearly all
member countries of the
expanded BRICS group-
amid heightened
geopolitical tensions in
Russian

ing

West  Asia.

Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov, Iranian Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi, Brazilian
Foreign Minister Mauro
Vieira, and Egyptian
Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty are among the

crosses Hormuz, one

more on Way
New Delhi, Agency:
Another India-bound LPG

tanker crossed the Strait of

key leaders attending the

meeting. China is being
represented by its
Ambassador to India, Xu

Feihong, as Foreign
Minister Wang Yi is
unable to attend due to
prior commitments.

DB Reporter

While official confirma-
tions from some capitals
are still awaited, delega-
tions from South Africa,
Ethiopia, Indonesia, and
the United Arab Emirates
have also arrived for the
ministerial engagement.

Among partner coun-
tries invited for outreach
sessions, Kazakhstan is
being represented by First
Deputy Foreign Minister
Yerzhan Ashikbayev,
while Nigeria has sent
Permanent Secretary at
its Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Dunoma Umar
Ahmed.

ECL Wins Calcutta High Court Case
on HRA Rules for Coal Workers

Sanctoria: Eastern Coalfields Limited (ECL) has secured a major legal vic-
tory after the Calcutta High Court set aside an earlier labour tribunal award
related to House Rent Allowance (HRA) for employees working within the
Asansol Municipal Corporation area. The judgment was delivered on May
11, 2026, in the case titled Eastern Coalfields Ltd. vs Union of India &
Another (WPA 8870 of 2024). The court overturned the April 26, 2023
order passed by the Central Government Industrial Tribunal-cum-Labour
Court, Asansol. The High Court ruled that HRA provisions for coal industry
employees ar governed strictly by the National Coal Wage Agreements
(NCWA) and implementation instructions framed under the Joint Bipartite
Committee for Coal Industry (JBCCI).

Spend wisely, PM Modi asks col-
leagues, downsizes convoy

New Delhi, Agency: After
calling upon citizens to save fuel
and undertake steps to cut the
import bill, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
reduced the strength of his own
official convoy to two vehicles
and asked Cabinet colleagues
also to spend wisely.

After the PM, Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and other senior
ministers opted for leaner con-
voys, while Chief Ministers of
BJP-ruled states announced
measures to ensure optimum
utilisation of available
resources, including fuel. Top
government sources, mean-
while, said PM's appeal was not
about austerity. "Prime Minister
Modi's recent appeal to conserve
fuel, adopt work-from-home
where possible and reduce
avoidable foreign-exchange out-
flows are not austerity meas-
ures. That phrase is misleading
as the government is not imple-
menting austerity measures
which has negative economic
connotations," said a top official.
The officials said the word "aus-
terity" usually suggests budget
cuts, reduced government
spending, lower subsidies and
fiscal tightening. "The govern-
ment is not cutting capital
expenditure, welfare spending,
or subsidies,” sources clarified.
As for the PM's convoy, it was
reduced during his recent visits
to Gujarat and Assam - states he
visited after making the public
appeal to citizens in Hyderabad.

The PM has also instructed
inclusion of electric vehicles,
where possible, in his entourage
within the available purchase
structure. New purchases have

been barred, officials said.
Several BJP and NDA-ruled
states announces fuel cut meas-
ures. These included UP,
Maharashtra, Assam, Madhya
Pradesh, Delhi, Maharashtra,
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh
CM Yogi Adityanath has direct-
ed an immediate 50 per cent
reduction in the fleet of official
vehicles meant for the CM and
ministers. Yogi has also asked
large institutions to implement
two days a week work from
home. Fifty per cent of official
meetings in the state will be con-
ducted virtually and emphasis
will be placed on car pools and
public transport, as advised by
the PM.

Hormuz on Wednesday evening,
taking the total number to 12
while one more was crossing the
conflict-hit strait, officials said.
The ship that has crossed the
Strait has been identified as
Symi, a Marshall Islands-flagged
vessel, carrying LPG. This is the
11th LPG tanker to transit the
Strait and the remaining one was
a crude oil tanker. Media has
learnt that Vietnam-flagged NV
Sunshine, which was crossing
the Strait on Wednesday night, is
also carrying LPG. Officials said
the vessel is likely to exit the con-
flict-hit strait early Thursday
morning. Marinetraffic shows
New Mangaluru Port as the des-
tinatoon of this ship loaded with
around 46,000 tonnes cooking
gas. It has 24 crew members, all
Vietnamese. These are part of
the list of 41 vessels that the ship-
ping ministry had prepared for
priority evacuation from the
Persian Gulf. People aware of the
movement of these ships said
that the vessels are receiving
comprehensive support from
multiple agencies, including the

Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari retains Bhabanipur, the
seat where he defeated Mamata, over Nandigram

New Delhi, Agency:
West Bengal chief minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari on
Wednesday decided to
retain the Bhabanipur
seat and vacate
Nandigram after win-
ning from both con-
stituencies in the recent-
ly concluded West
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Bengal assembly elec-
tions. Suvendu had contest-

leave

Bhabanipur. I will have to

the  Nandigram

today. The new Speaker
will be elected tomorrow,"
he added. Suvendu
secured a high-profile vic-
tory from Bhabanipur, a
seat closely associated
with Trinamool Congress
supremo Mamata. The
giantslayer had earlier
defeated Mamata
Banerjee in Nandigram in

the 2021 assembly election

ed from his stronghold
Nandigram as well as
Bhabanipur, the constituen-
cy long considered a bastion
of former chief minister
Mamata Banerjee.

"I cannot take oath as an
MLA from two assembly

Assembly constituency," the
West Bengal chief minister
said. "With the blessings of
the people and under the
leadership of PM Modi, we
have entered inside the leg-
islative assembly. The budg-

after quitting the TMC and
joining the Bharatiya Janata
Party.

This time, Suvendu direct-
ly challenged Mamata once
again by contesting from
Bhabanipur, turning the
constituency into one of the

Indian Navy.

constituencies. I have taken
oath as the MLA from

Motihari Police Bust Cross-
Border Arms network

- \; M &

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI : In a
significant breakthrough
along the sensitive Indo-
Nepal border belt, the
Bihar Police has uncovered
an alleged interstate arms
smuggling module operating
in East Champaran
district. Acting on specific
intelligence inputs, a joint
team led by the Dhaka
police carried out a raid that
resulted in the seizure of
two pistols, a country-made
firearm, two magazines
and five live -cartridges,
according to an official
statement issued by the
office of the Superintendent

of Police, Motihari. Two
women were arrested during
the operation, while efforts
are underway to trace and
apprehend other members
of the network believed to
have links across the border
region. The  operation
assumes significance given
the strategic and security
sensitivity of the Indo-
Nepal frontier, where illegal
movement of arms and
contraband has remained
a recurring concern for
enforcement
Officials
sustained

agencies.
indicated  that

surveillance
and coordinated field
intelligence played a
crucial role in the success

of the raid. Police sources
attributed the swift action
to the active monitoring

of Sikrahana DSP and
the close operational
coordination maintained

under the leadership of East
Champaran Superintendent
of Police Swarna Prabhat.
The involvement of STF
personnel alongside local

police units reflected a
multi-agency approach
aimed at dismantling
organised criminal

networks in the border
districts. Investigators are
now examining possible
interstate and cross-border
connections linked to the
recovered weapons.

et will be presented here. 143
MLAs will take oath here

biggest
grounds of the election.

political battle-

Seaplane trials between Kochi
Lakshadweep held successfully

New Delhi, Agency:
Trial seaplane operations
connecting Lakshadweep
with Kochi began on
Wednesday, marking a
major push towards faster
island connectivity,
tourism expansion and
emergency transport serv-
ices in the union territory.
The operations were car-
ried out by Cochin
International Airport
Limited (CIAL) using a
DHC6-400 Twin Otter sea-
plane aircraft as part of an
ongoing operational
assessment programme
across the Lakshadweep
islands.

According to CIAL,
three trial operations were
successfully  completed
during the day. The sched-
ule included a Kochi-

A

Agatti flight, a local train-
ing sortie at the Agatti
water aerodrome and a
return flight from Agatti to
Kochi. The first flight
departed Kochi at 9.30 am
and landed at Agatti at
11.30 am.

Won't revisit 'Hinduism a way of life'
ruling, SC says in Sabarimala case

New Delhi, Agency:
Dealing with the sensitive
issue of 'faith vs fundamen-
tal rights' emanating from
quashing of a Sabarimala
Ayyappa temple custom
barring the entry of women
in the 10-50 age group, a
nine-judge SC bench on
Wednesday said it would
not revisit SC's three-
decade-old ruling of
"Hinduism is a way of life".
As counsel after counsel
questioned various reli-
gious practices in several
denominations under the
umbrella of Hinduism and
favoured identification of
its essential religious prac-
tices that alone could get

protection under the
Constitution, the bench of
CJI Surya Kant and

Justices B V Nagarathna, M
M Sundresh, Ahsanuddin
Amanullah, Aravind
Kumar, A G Masih, P B
Varale, R Mahadevan and J
Bagchi said the court
should not be the forum to
determine what is an ideal
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religious practice. Justice
Nagarathna said, "As far as
Hinduism is concerned, the
court had long back settled
that it is a way of life. We
need not reiterate it nor
revisit it."

This remark came when
senior advocate G Mohan
Gopal said the court was
interpreting the interplay of
Article 25, which gave indi-
viduals the right of freedom
of conscience and right to
freedom of religion, and

Article 26, which conferred
the right to religion on a
denomination.

Gopal said the court
should carve out space for
dissenters  within the
denominations to enable
reforms in the practices,
which is stifled at present.
The bench disagreed with
him and Justice
Nagarathna said, "Whether
a person goes to a temple or
not for worship is neither a
qualification of disqualifi-

cation in Hinduism."

CJI Kant said,
"Hindusim is flexible and
accommodates myriad

ways of worship without
forcing anyone to go to a
temple. A person who
goes to a temple is as
much a Hindu as the per-
son who quietly lights a

% lamp in his small hut
9 with a silent prayer." He
Ls

said SC is not a super-

spiritual leader to inter-

pret religious practices,

reform of which is prima-

rily in the hand of the leg-
islature.

The "Hinduism is a way
of life" ruling by a three-
judge bench came on a
petition challenging a
Bombay HC judgment that
had quashed the election
of Shiv Sena candidate
Ramesh Yeshwant
Prabhoo on the ground
that party supremo Bal
Thackeray, while cam-
paigning for the candidate,
had appealed for votes in
the name of religion.



