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'No order without hearing us': Hindu party

BNM@MISGELLANEQUS

files caveat 1n SC after HC BhOJshala verdict

New Delhi, Agency:
Two caveat pleas were
moved in the Supreme
Court on Friday, hours
after the Madhya Pradesh
high court declared the dis-
puted Bhojshala-Kamal
Maula complex in Dhar as
a temple of Goddess
Vagdevi (Saraswati). The
plea was filed anticipating a
possible challenge to the
verdict by the Muslim side.

A caveat plea is generally
filed as a precautionary
legal notice by anyone who
anticipates that someone
else may move court
against them. It acts as a
legal safeguard, ensuring

BJP: Smallest fuel hike

among major economies

since Iran war

New Delhi, Agency: BJP
on Friday pushed back at criti-

that the court hears the
caveator before passing any
order or granting relief in
the matter.

The first caveat petition
was filed by Hindu-side lit-

igant Jitendra Singh
Vishen, who is also a peti-
tioner before the Madhya
Pradesh high court in the
Bhojshala dispute. The plea
sought a direction that no

order be passed by the apex
court without hearing him
if the verdict is challenged.
Subsequently, another
caveat plea was filed by the
main Hindu-side petitioner
through advocate Vishnu
Shankar Jain, seeking sim-
ilar protection before any
proceedings are undertak-
en in the Supreme Court.
The caveat petitions
came shortly after the
Indore bench of the
Madhya Pradesh high court
held that the religious char-
acter of the disputed monu-
ment was that of Bhojshala,
a temple dedicated to
Goddess Saraswati.

Covid-19 death toll nearly three times
higher than official count: WHO

New Delhi, Agency: The Covid-19 pandemic .
caused an estimated 22.1 million excess deaths
globally between 2020 and 2023, nearly three =3
times higher than the seven million Covid deaths
officially reported worldwide, according to the
World Health Statistics 2026 report released by the
World Health Organization (WHO).WHO said the
pandemic wiped out nearly a decade of gains in global life expectancy and

healthy life expectancy by 2021, describing it as a "setback of historic pro-
portions" for global health systems. According to the report, global life

expectancy fell by 1.8 years between 2019 and 2021, while healthy life
expectancy dropped by 1.5 years during the same period, marking the

US to drop Gautam Adani bribery
case; Opposition accuses PM Modi
of bargaining rehef deal

New Delhi, Agency:
Billionaire Gautam Adani is
nearing a sweeping resolution of
multiple US legal investigations,
with  the Securities and
Exchange Commission settling
its civil case and the Department
of Justice and Treasury
Department expected to con-
clude parallel investigations in
the coming days, according to
people familiar with the matter.

The SEC on Thursday settled
civil allegations against Adani
and his nephew Sagar Adani
tied to disclosures made to
investors in connection with
solar energy projects in India.
Court filings showed Gautam
Adani agreed to pay USD 6 mil-
lion and Sagar Adani USD 12
million, without admitting or
denying wrongdoing.

The developments drew criti-
cism from the Opposition in
India as Congress leader Rahul
Gandbhi on Friday accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of sign-
ing a trade deal with the US only
to secure the 'release" of
Gautam Adani. "Compromised
PM did not strike a trade deal,
but a bargain for Adani's
release," Rahul said in a post in
Hindi on X, after reports that
the US had agreed to settle the
lawsuit that accused Adani of
hiding alleged bribery. The

Adani Group has consistently
denied wrongdoing and main-
tained that it follows strong gov-
ernance and compliance stan-
dards.

The proposed settlements
mark a dramatic turn in a case
that had threatened to disrupt
the global expansion plans of the
Adani Group. The SEC and DOJ
cases, filed in late 2024, alleged
the Adanis orchestrated a USD
265 million bribery scheme
involving Indian officials to
secure solar power contracts and
concealed the arrangement from
US investors and lenders while
raising capital. People familiar
with the matter said the DOJ is
preparing to dismiss criminal
charges against the two men
after months of engagement
between prosecutors and an
expanded legal team led by
Robert J Giuffra Jr, a senior
partner at Sullivan & Cromwell
and one of US President Donald
Trump's personal lawyers.

cism over rise in fuel prices,
saying India had effected the
smallest increase among major
economies and managed to
shield consumers from global
volatility since the West Asia
conflict broke out before rolling
out a calibrated hike.

"This matters because fuel
prices do not remain confined
to petrol pumps. They affect
transport costs, food inflation,
manufacturing, logistics and
household budgets. Containing
fuel volatility is also about con-
taining inflation," BJP said,
suggesting that the relatively
small increase will not seriously
impact inflation.

The 3.2% increase in petrol
price and 3.4% rise in diesel
rate came even as major
economies saw jump in fuel
prices, BJP's Amit Malviya said.
The rise in petrol price was
44.5%, 9.7% and 19.2% in the
US, Japan and the UK respec-
tively, he said, listing the higher
rise in other nations as well.

BJP stages protest outside Omar's residence
for llquor pr0h1b1t10n in Kashmir

Omar Abdullah's resi-
dence, demanding pro-
hibition of liquor in
Kashmir Valley.

The party said it
would launch protests
from Qazigund town in *
south  Kashmir to
Karnah area on Line of
Control in  north
Kashmir in the second phase
of protests in near future if
the National Conference
govt failed to act.

"BJP is against all kinds of
drugs and alcohol consump-
tion. The NC govt wants to
push J&K's youth toward
alcohol consumption," BJP's

Altaf Thakur told reporters
outside the CM's residence.
"The way NC functionaries
are making statements in
support of liquor sale and
consumption is not accept-
able. Kashmir is the land of
sages and we will not allow
liquor shops in this land," he
said. BJP's general secretary

Anwar Khan, who also
participated in the protest,
said if the CM and NC
president Farooq
Abdullah were concerned
about revenue generated
through liquor sales, BJP
workers would "sit outside
mosques and beg for
money" for the ruling
party, but would not allow
anyone to "play with the
future of the youth".
Many BJP workers also
questioned LG  Manoj
Sinha's 100-day drive
against drugs, wondering
why liquor sale is not includ-
ed in it. The police, however,
swiftly acted against protest-
ers and pushed them away
from the CM's residence.

ED arrests 'masterminds' in
Mahesh Yogi lnd fraud case

New Delhi, Agency:
The Enforecement
Directorate (ED) on Friday
arrested two alleged master-
minds for fraudulently sell-
ing properties associated
with trusts linked to late
spiritual guru Mahesh Yogi
in a multi-crore land grab
case. The accused, G Ram
Chandra Mohan and Akash
Malviya, had forged land
deeds of Spiritual
Regeneration Movement
Foundation (SRMF) and
sold them fraudulently. The
arrests were made following
extensive searches conduct-
ed on May 14 and 15 in MP,
UP and Chhattisgarh. The
ED has also issued a freezing
order against the bank

accounts and movable
assets of Singhvahini Infra
Projects Pvt Ltd and its
directors for their alleged
complicity in the fraud.

"Investigation has
revealed that the accused
purporting to be authorised
office bearers of the original
SRMF, used forged powers
of attorney, fabricated board
resolutions, and counterfeit-
ed authorisation letters to
unlawfully sell prime trust
properties valued at hun-
dreds of crores of rupees,"
ED said.

SC quashes Sengar's bail Rajnath, CM Naidu lay stone for AMCA project in Andhra, minister calls it
asks HC for fresh hearing 'history chapter in defence history'; § cos to set p 'Drone City' in Kurnool

vivor to be over 18 years to
repudiate the prosecution's
claim that she was a minor.
Solicitor ~ general Tushar
Mehta, appearing for CBI
which has appealed against
grant of bail by high court, said
the MLA was a public servant

Delhi,
Supreme Court on Friday set
aside Delhi high court order
which suspended the jail sen-
tence and granted bail to former
BJP MLA Kuldip Singh Sengar,
convicted of raping an alleged

New Agency:

minor in Unnao in Uttar
Pradesh, and asked HC to hear
the politician's bail plea afresh
during pendency of his appeal
against conviction.

Sengar's counsel, senior advo-
cate N Hariharan, told a bench of
CJI Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi that his client
had already spent 10 years
behind bars and that multiple
medical reports had estimated
the age of the alleged rape sur-

and was in a "dominant posi-
tion" to be rightly convicted by
the trial court for aggravated
form of sexual assault under
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act.

He said since the sentence was
till the end of his biological life,
HC could not have suspended the
sentence. The bench said since
both Hariharan and Mehta were
arguing that HC did not consider
certain aspects of the case against
Sengar prior to suspending the
sentence, it would be better if HC
heard arguments afresh from the
accused and the prosecution
before taking a decision on the
plea for suspension of sentence
during pendency of his appeal
against conviction.

New Delhi, Agency: In
a big boost for the country's
stealth aircraft programme,
defence minister Rajnath
Singh and Andhra Pradesh
CM N Chandrababu Naidu
on Friday laid the founda-
tion stone for the core inte-
gration and flight testing
centre at Puttaparthi in Sri
Sathya Sai district of the
state to fast-track the devel-
opment of sth-generation
Advanced Medium Combat
Aircraft (AMCA) and other
future indigenous plat-
forms.

While the total outlay for
the AMCA project is around
Rs 15,000 crore, the facility
is being established at a
cost of Rs 2,000 crore.
"Puttaparthi is set to join
the exclusive league of glob-
al destinations from which
a fifth-generation aircraft
will take to the skies. It will
become the birthplace of an
aircraft capable of annihi-

L ol

lating the enemy in the
blink of an eye," Rajnath
said, calling the stone-lay-
ing ceremony as the "his-
toric chapter in India's
defence history".

In another big develop-
ment, a consortium of eight
drone companies have
joined forces to establish a
Drone City in Kurnool. The
defence minister said this
region will soon be recog-
nised as the 'Drone Hub' of
the country.Rajnath and
Naidu also laid the founda-

tion stone for the naval sys-
tems manufacturing facili-
ty, a Rs 480-crore project of
Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL), at T Sirasapalli vil-
lage in Anakapalli district to
cater to the requirements of
advanced underwater
weapon and naval combat
systems. A defence energet-
ics facility of Agneyastra
Energetics Ltd, a subsidiary
of Bharat Forge, is also
being set up with an invest-
ment of Rs 1,500 crore, the
defence ministry said.

Various companies also
exchanged MoUs with the
Andhra govt to establish
defence units in the state.
An ammunition and elec-
tric fuse plant of HFCL
Limited is also being estab-
lished with an investment
of around Rs 1,200 crore.

Addressing a gathering
at the event, Rajnath
described the commence-
ment of the projects as
"truly historic", asserting
that Aatmanirbharta in
defence manufacturing is a
critical imperative to safe-
guard national interests in
the current era of global
turbulence. "These projects
will cater to all the branch-
es of the defence forces.
Our objective is crystal
clear: We are advancing
with the resolute goal of
achieving self-reliance in
the defence sector, ensur-
ing that the three services
are future-ready.



