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Sainik School Nalanda Cadet Wins
National Honour at VVM Camp

DB Reporter

Nalanda : Cadet
Abhinav Raj of Class VIII
at Sainik School Nalanda
has made Bihar proud by
securing third position in
the Central Zone during
the National Camp of
Vidyarthi Vigyan Manthan
National Camp held at
Indian  Institute  of
Technology Gandhinagar
from May 17 to 18, 2026.

The prestigious science
camp was organised by
Vijnana Bharati in collabo-
ration with National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
and National Council of

Museums to

Science
encourage scientific think-
ing and competitive excel-

lence among students
across the country.
Two cadets from Sainik

o S

School Nalanda — Anurag
Kumar of Class XI and
Abhinav Raj of Class VIII
— represented the Central

Zone comprising Bihar
and Jharkhand.

Abhinav Raj delivered
an outstanding perform-
ance in his category and
earned a Certificate of
Excellence, a trophy, and a
cash prize for his achieve-
ment.

As part of the recogni-
tion, the young cadet will
also receive the prestigious
Bhaskaracharya
Scholarship for the current
academic session and get
an opportunity to visit
some of India’s leading
scientific laboratories.

School Principal Colonel
Bhupender Kumar con-
gratulated the cadet and
his parents for the remark-
able success.

'Fit lag raha hoon na?' MS Dhoni's fun banter
with NSG commandos in Chennai goes viral
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Deeply concerned:
India on drone strike

near UAE's Barakah

nuclear plant

New Delhi, Agency: India
on Monday voiced deep con-
cern over a drone attack target-
ing the Barakah nuclear facility
in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) as it marked a dangerous
escalation in the West Asia con-
flict. New Delhi's reaction came
a day after a drone struck a gen-
erator near the Gulf nation's
sole nuclear power plant,
sparking a fire on the complex's
perimeter.

No one has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack. The UAE's
Ministry of Defence said it is
working to determine the
source of the drone strike. The
incident triggered fears of a
sharp escalation in tensions
across West Asia. "India is
deeply concerned at the attack
targeting the Barakah nuclear
facility in the UAE," the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said. "Such actions are
unacceptable and represent a
dangerous escalation.

New Delhi,Agency: Former Indian cricket
captain and Chennai Super Kings superstar MS
Dhoni is making waves on social media. A recent
video of him hanging out with National Security
Guards (NSG) commandos at their Chennai
facility has gone viral. In the clip, Dhoni - who is
wearing a casual black T-shirt and jeans - is seen
showcasing his fitness. During a fun banter, he
points to himself and asks, "Fit lag raha hoon
na?" (Do I look fit?). Dhoni was awarded the

honorary rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Territorial Army back in 2011,
and has even participated in training activities and spent time with soldiers.

Indian among dead in mass
Ukrainian drone strike in Russia;
Zelenskyy calls attack 'justified';

New Delhi, Agency: An
Indian worker died and three
were injured in a massive
drone strike by Ukraine in
Moscow region on Sunday,
embassy informed.

"One Indian worker has lost
his life and three others have
been injured in a drone attack
in Moscow region earlier
today. Embassy officials have
visited the location and met
the injured workers in the
hospital. The Embassy con-
doles the loss of life and is
working with the company
management and  local
authorities to provide neces-
sary assistance to the work-
ers," it said in a post on X.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Kyiv's strike on Russia was
"entirely justified", coming
just days after a large-scale
Russian drone and missile
attack on the Ukrainian capi-
tal left at least 24 people
dead."Our responses to
Russia's prolongation of the
war and its attacks on our

cities and communities are
entirely justified. This time,
Ukrainian long-range sanc-
tions reached the Moscow
region, and we are clearly
telling the Russians: their
state must end its war," he
said.

Russian authorities said
nearly 600 Ukrainian drones
targeted the country
overnight, leaving four people
dead, in what Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky described as "entire-
ly justified" retaliation for
Russia's continued attacks on
Ukraine.Russia's defence
ministry said air defence sys-
tems destroyed 556 drones
overnight, while another 30
were intercepted after day-
break, making it one of the
largest Ukrainian drone
offensives of the war so far.

The ministry said the inter-
ceptions occurred across 14
Russian regions, as well as
over Crimea, annexed by
Russia from Ukraine, and the
Black and Azov seas.

WHO declares Ebola outbreak
global health emergency

New Delhi, Agency:
As the World Health
Organization on Sunday
declared the Ebola out-
break in Congo and
Uganda a Public Health
Emergency of
International ~ Concern
(PHEIC), Indian health
experts said there is no rea-
son for panic as Ebola does
not spread like Covid-19,
though vigilance and early
detection remain crucial.

Health ministry officials
said no Ebola case has ever
been reported in India
except one international
traveller who was tested
positive in 2014. the
National Centre for Disease

=

ing the situation.
Former AIIMS director
Dr Randeep Guleria said

Ebola spreads through
direct contact with infected
body fluids, blood, vomit,
secretions or contaminated
material, unlike Covid-19
which spreads through rou-
tine droplet transmis-
sion."There is no need to
panic," Guleria said, adding
that Ebola requires close
physical contact for trans-

Control is closely monitor-

Tagore's legacy bridges India-
Sweden ties: PM Modi, Kristersson
exchange unique gifts

New Delhi, Agency: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his Swedish counterpart Ulf
Kristersson on Sunday
exhchanged special commemo-
rative gifts to celebrate the lega-
cy of Rabindranath Tagore.

According to a statement,
Kristersson gifted a two replicas
of hand-written epigrams by
Tagore, accompanied by a small
explanatory text and a photo-
graph of Tagore taken in 1921
during his visit to Uppsala
University. "The originals,
recently discovered in the
Swedish National Archives, were
created by Tagore during his vis-
its to Sweden in 1921 and 1926,"
the statement read.

Meanwhile, PM Modi gifted
Kristersson a set of collected
works of Rabindranath Tagore,
along with a specially handcraft-
ed bag from Shantiniketan with
motifs that Gurudev chose to
empower local artisans.

"The bag symbolises Tagore's

philosophy that art is not meant
to be confined to galleries, but to
breathe life into everyday
objects, bridging the gap
between the intellectual and the
functional," the statement read.

Tagore, the first non-
European Nobel Laureate, was
unable to travel to Sweden in
1913 to receive the Nobel Prize.
He was later received by King
Gustav V during his visit to
Sweden in 1921. The exchange of
gifts also coincides with the cen-
tenary of Tagore's historic visit
to Sweden in 1926. PM Modi
arrived in Sweden on Sunday for
a two-day visit.

mission and is therefore
unlikely to trigger a pan-
demic like Covid-19.

Recalling India's pre-
paredness during the 2014
Ebola outbreak, Guleria
said authorities had con-
ducted workshops and
screening exercises across
the country. He also
referred to an Indian trav-
eller returning from Sierra
Leone who was isolated in
Delhi after recovering from
Ebola because body fluid
samples tested positive for
viral particles. The person
remained under isolation
for nearly three months as a
precautionary = measure,
though no transmission
occurred.

World Hypertension Day: Your grand-

New Delhi,
Agency: There is a
killer amongst us. It is
quiet, careful, and
almost undetectable
until it's too late.
Globally nearly 1.4
billion people have =
met this killer. It is
not a virus or a new pan-
demic. It is hypertension -
and in India, it has found
its youngest victims yet.
One in eight Indians aged
20 to 40 already has high
blood pressure. Most don't
know it.

Hypertension or HTN
has historically not been a
young people disease, but
over the past few years it
has started affecting a

father's disease? Not anymore

younger  demographic.
What is even more con-
cerning is that it goes
undetected in many young
adults, leading to extreme-
ly low rate of diagnosis and
treatment. Globally, only
54 per cent of people with
hypertension are diag-
nosed. Of those, 42 per
cent receive treatment,
and just 21 per cent have
their blood pressure under
control.

CBSE slashes paper re-evaluation fees

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Amid concerns among stu-
dents over possible loss of
marks due to the use of
On-Screen Marking (OSM)
for evaluating Class XII
board examinations, the
Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) has on Sunday
sharply reduced the fees
for obtaining answer
sheets, verification and re-
evaluation, while defend-
ing the digital evaluation
system as a globally
accepted and transparent
method of assessment.
Under the revised struc-
ture, the fee for obtaining a
scanned copy of an evalu-
ated answer sheet has been
reduced from Rs 700 to Rs
100 per subject. The verifi-
cation fee has also been cut
from Rs 500 to Rs 100,
while the re-evaluation fee
per question has been
reduced from Rs 100 to Rs
25.The changes come after
some students and teach-
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ers raised concerns over
the use of OSM, a digital
evaluation method in
which teachers assess
scanned copies of answer
sheets on screen. The over-
all Class XII pass percent-
age this year declined from
88% to 85%, leading to
questions from some stu-
dents over whether the
evaluation process had
affected scores.

Officials said CBSE had
first experimented with
On-Screen Marking as a
pilot project in 2014, but
the system was not
expanded then because of
limitations in scanning
infrastructure, bandwidth
and digital evaluation
capacity across regions.
According to the ministry
of education, the board has
now revived the system
following improvements in
digital infrastructure and
large-scale examiner train-
ing, while also citing the
need for greater standardi-

sation, reduction in
totalling errors and tighter
security in the evaluation
process. Officials main-
tained that the marking
scheme and moderation
policy remained
unchanged despite the
shift in the mode of assess-
ment.

School education secre-
tary Sanjay Kumar said
there was "no direct corre-
lation" between OSM and
the decline in marks or
pass percentage. "There
has been no change in the
marking scheme. Board
examination results vary
every year," he said.

Kumar said around 98.6
lakh answer sheets were
scanned and evaluated dig-
itally this year, while
13,853 copies had to be
checked manually because
the handwriting or ink
used by students could not
be read clearly after scan-
ning."No matter how many
times we scanned them,

there was illegibility
because  very light-
coloured ink had been
used," he said, adding that
such copies were separated
and evaluated manually to
avoid any disadvantage to
students.

CBSE chairperson Rahul
Singh clarified that artifi-
cial intelligence was not
used in the evaluation
process. "Only the mode of
marking has changed.
Earlier, evaluation was
done on physical answer
sheets, while this year it
was done on screen,” he
said. Officials said the
board would continue with
the re-evaluation process
and examine all applica-
tions. Students can apply
for scanned copies of
answer sheets between
May 19 and May 22, while
verification and re-evalua-
tion applications can be
submitted between May 26
and May 29.



