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Suvendu govt ends religion-based schem
-es In Bengal, scraps state OBC List

New Delhi, Agency
The  chief
Suvendu
West

gorisation, effectively end-

ing the religion-based

said that it was well settled
that the Executive can

i, : mentation of the new OBC

i minister ( e 2 list that had a total of 140

Adhikari-led 2 sub-groups under OBC-A

Bengal cabinet and OBC-B categories,

Monday scrapped the : including 80 belonging to
assistance to the groups the Muslim community.

based on religious cate- The Supreme Court had

schemes run during the
Mamata Banerjee-led TMC
government.

The BJP government has
also done away with the
exisiting state OBC list in
accordance  with  the

bility. A few days ago, the
Suvendu goverment report-
edly withdrew petition filed
by Mamata government
against the high court stay
on state OBC list roll out.
Last year on July 28, the
CJI-led bench of the

notify such a list without
passing legislation. The ear-
lier list, which was struck
down by the high court , had
113 OBC sub-groups with 77
from the Muslim communi-
ty and 36 from others. "The

Calcutta high court judge-
ment and would set up a
panel to decide quota eligi-

Bengal cabinet decided to

on religious categorisation
from June. The government
also scrapped the existing
state OBC list in accordance
with the Calcutta High
Court judgment and will set
up a panel to decide quota
eligibility," said minister
Agnimitra Paul.

She said schemes being
implemented under reli-
gious categorisation by the
departments of Information
and Cultural Affairs and the
Minority ~ Affairs and
Madrasa Education would
continue till the end of this

Motihari Police Cracks
ATM Heist Mystery

By Sagar Suraj
Motihari: In a
significant ~ breakthrough,

East Champaran Police
have solved a blind ATM
theft case that initially had
no visible clues, tracing
the crime to a notorious
interstate gang operating
from the Nuh-Mevat region
of Haryana and Rajasthan.

Six-Day Hunt in Nuh-Mevat Leads
Motihari Police to Interstate ATM Theft
Gang Bl!lllllll Bihar’s EI[IIItlI SIII}II |:I'IIIII!

The operation, driven largely =

by technical surveillance and

sustained field investigation,
culminated in the arrest of =
accused persons after an
intensive six-day pursuit
outside Bihar.

According to  police
sources, the case had posed
a major challenge for

to the Nuh-Mevat belt,
a region long associated
with organized cyber and

methods and quick escape
routes.
Officials further indicated

investigators as the criminals

Supreme Court had vacated
high court's stay on imple-

Ex-bureaucrat

Tuteja gets bail
in DMF case

New Delhi, Agency:
Accused of involvement in multi-
ple scams, former Chhattisgarh
bureaucrat Anil Tuteja will come
out of jail more than two years
after his arrest in April 2024 as
Supreme Court granted him bail
in the Rs 600 crore DMF scam
case on Monday. However, SC
banished him from the state.

Appearing for Tuteja, advocate
Shoeb Alam told a bench of CJI
Surya Kant and justice Joymalya
Bagchi that despite his client
being given bail in all other cases
in which he was arrested, he had
been in custody since his first
arrest on April 21, 2024. "The
moment the state govt finds that
Tuteja is about to get bail in one
case, they get him arrested in
another case to keep him in cus-
tody. This evergreening of arrest
must not be permitted by the judi-
ciary," Alam said. For
Chhattisgarh, additional advocate
general Ravi Sharma told the
bench that the offence is grave in
nature, as the accused had
attempted to siphon funds meant
for the welfare of tribals.

CDSCO review weakens May 20
chemists' bandh as states opt out

New Delhi, Agency: The proposed nationwide

discontinue
assistance to groups based

government

bandh called by the All India Organisation of Chemists B

and Druggists (AIOCD) on May 20 over e-pharmacy
regulations appeared to lose momentum on Monday
after several state-level retail pharmacy associations
decided to stay away following assurances from the
Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO) that their concerns are under active review.
However, AIOCD general secretary Rajiv Singhal
said the strlke would continue "until unless G.S.R. 220(E) and G S.R. 817(E)
are withdrawn" and demanded corrective measures to stop "deep discount- The

Central Drugs

ing by corporates through online platforms."

month and would be
stopped from June.

had executed the theft with
precision, leaving behind
minimal physical evidence.
Investigators described
it as a ‘“completely blind
case” in which neither local
intelligence nor immediate
forensic leads offered any
direction in the early stages.
Despite  the  absence
of  direct clues, the
Motihari Police launched
a  coordinated technical
investigation ~ with  the
sincere guidlines of Motihari
SP Swarn Prabhat involving
digital tracking, call detail
analysis and interstate
intelligence gathering.
breakthrough
eventually led investigators

financial crimes.

Senior officers, including
the Sadar DSP and Areraj
DSP, reportedly camped in
the region for six consecutive
days to monitor movements
of suspects and coordinate
local raids.

Their efforts resulted
in the capture of members
linked to the ATM theft gang
allegedly responsible for
multiple similar incidents.

Police officials said the
arrested criminals belonged
to a well-organised gang
that had carried out at least
eight ATM theft incidents in
Bihar. Investigators believe
the syndicate  operated
across state borders with
carefully planned execution

that raids are continuing
to nab other members of
the network. The district
police are also preparing
to announce rewards for
information leading to the
arrest of absconding accused
persons.

The successful detection
of the case has been

viewed  within  policing
circles as a notable example
of technology-driven

investigation overcoming the
limitations of conventional
evidence. Senior officers
credited
teamwork, interstate
coordination and technical
analysis for cracking what
had initially appeared to be

an unsolvable crime.

sustained

Himanta's wife passport row: Congress MP Randeep

Surjewala summoned by Assam po

New Delhi, Agency:
The Assam crime branch
has summoned Congress
MP and senior party leader
Randeep Singh Surjewala
to appear before investiga-
tors in Guwahati on
Saturday, May 23 in con-
nection with the passport
controversy involving
Assam  chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma's
wife, Riniki Bhuyan Sarma.

The summons is part of an
ongoing probe by Assam
police into allegations made
by Congress leaders against
Riniki Bhuyan Sarma, where
Khera had publicly ques-
tioned alleged discrepancies
linked to her passport
records and citizenship sta-

tus. The development comes
as the investigation widens
following the questioning of

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera earlier this
month. The summons to
Surjewala was issued after
statements made by Khera
during nearly eight hours of
interrogation by the crime
branch in Guwahati.

ice on Saturday

The case relates to allega-

tions made by Khera
regarding Riniki Bhuyan
Sarma, after which criminal
complaints were lodged
against him at the
Guwahati Crime Branch
under provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanbhita.
Khera has since challenged
an April 24 order of the
Gauhati high court that
denied him anticipatory bail.
After appearing before the
Crime Branch earlier this
month, Khera avoided com-
menting in detail on the
investigation but asserted
that the Congress would con-
tinue its political fight
against the BJP-led govern-
ment in Assam.

HC raps civic body for

razing neta's home

New Delhl, Agency:
Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar: Bombay
high court on Monday criti-
cised Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar municipal
corporation for demolishing
properties linked to AIMIM
corporator Mateen Patel
and resident Hanif Khan,
calling the action arbitrary
and a violation of Supreme

Court and hlgh court gulde—
lines,reports Mohammed
Akhef. "Constructing a
house is not an easy task.
Everybody cannot afford to
build a house like you and
me. Don't allow bulldozer
culture to enter
Maharashtra. This is not UP
or Bihar," observed a divi-
sion bench led by Justice
Siddheshwar Thombre.

Haryana land deal: Vadra withdrawsplea Twisha death case: CCTV shows her heading to
terrace; husband, others attempt CPR later

will appear before trial court

related to a land deal in
Shikohpur in Gurgaon on
grounds that the deal was
during 2008-2012, but the
offences forming the basis
of the ED case were only
included in 2013.

ED had, however, coun-
tered these claims and
said the petitioner was

New Delhi, Agency:
Businessman Robert Vadra
Monday unconditionally with-
drew his plea before the Delhi
HC challenging the trial court
order that had issued summons
to him on a chargesheet filed by
Enforcement Directorate last
July. ED had earlier countered
Vadra's plea - which had argued
that the agency's case is not
based on a scheduled offence -
saying it lacked merit and was
based on a false legal submis-
sion.

Vadra, husband of Congress
MP Priyanka Gandhi, had ques-
tioned the merit of ED's case

"misleading on a false
legal submission".

Now that Vadra has with-
drawn the challenge, he will have
to appear before the trial court to
participate in proceedings on the
charges to be framed against him
in the money laundering case
related to the land deal his firm,
Skylight Hospitality, had entered
into in 2008 for Rs 7.5 crore. The
land was sold to DLF for Rs 50
crore in a matter of a few
months. This is a new case being
investigated against Vadra with
investigation in two other money
laundering cases related to land
deals in Haryana and Rajasthan
underway.

New Delhi, Agency: A
CCTV video has surfaced
showing the final moments
before Twisha Sharma was
found dead at her marital
home in Bhopal.

The footage, shared by
news agency PTI, captured
the Noida woman climbing
the staircase towards the
terrace at 7.20 am.

The video shows Twisha,
33, walking alone towards
the terrace of the house in
the Katara Hills area on
May 12.

Nearly an hour later,
three men, reportedly her
husband Samarth Singh, a
neighbour and a house-
help, are seen attempting
to administer CPR to her
on the staircase landing.

Meanwhile, her mother-
in-law Giribala Singh is
seen going to a room. Few
seconds later, she comes

L ol

out of the room and goes
downstairs.
Meanwhile the

CPR
attempts appear unsuc-
cessful, following which
the men are seen carrying
her downstairs to a lower

floor.
Samarth  Singh, a
lawyer, is  currently

absconding and police
have announced Rs 10,000
reward for any informa-
tion.

The couple had met
through a dating app in

2024 and got married in
December 2025.

The case took a dramatic
turn on Monday after
Twisha's mother-in-law, a
retired judge, publicly
rejected the family's alle-
gations of dowry harass-
ment and murder, and
instead claimed that
Twisha had a history of
psychiatric treatment and
substance abuse.Giribala
Singh alleged that Twisha
had been undergoing psy-
chiatric counselling and

had been prescribed medi-
cines "given to a schizo-
phrenic patient". She fur-
ther claimed that Twisha
had confessed to consum-
ing "large quantities of
marijuana during preg-
nancy".She also accused
Twisha's parents of push-
ing her into the glamour
industry at a young age
and later disowning her,
while asserting that the
family had tried to save her
after she was found hang-
ing.Police said the allega-
tions regarding Twisha's
alleged drug use were
mentioned in husband's
bail petition, but the SIT
was investigating the case
strictly under the sections
invoked in the FIR, includ-
ing dowry harassment and
abetment to suicide, ACP
Rajneesh Kashyap told
Media.



