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PM Modi, Meloni in Rome: Car ride, din-
ner and Colosseum visit ahead of talks

New Delhi, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met his Italian
counterpart Giorgia
Meloni after arriving in
Rome on Tuesday for the
final leg of his five-nation
tour, before the two lead-
ers took a late-evening
walk through the iconic
Colosseum.

Sharing pictures from the
evening on X, PM Modi
wrote, "Upon landing in
Rome, had the opportunity
to meet Prime Minister
Meloni over dinner followed
by a visit to the iconic

perspectives on a wide
range of subjects. Looking
forward to our talks today,
where we will continue the
conversation on how to
boost the India-Italy friend-
ship," the PM added.

The two leaders were
seen sharing a ride through
the streets of Rome, offering

a glimpse of informal "car
diplomacy". Earlier,

. Meloni also hosted PM

Modi for dinner during his
visit to the Italian capital.
Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni also warm-
ly welcomed PM Modi on
social media, sharing a
photograph with him on X
and writing, "Welcome to
Rome, my friend!"

In one image shared by
PM Modi, the two leaders
stand side by side inside the
Colosseum at night. Against
the softly lit backdrop of the
ancient Roman amphithe-

seen engaged in an extend-
ed conversation while over-
looking the historic monu-
ment.

The videos circulating
online showed PM Modi
dressed in a dark navy blue
bandhgala suit paired with
white churidar trousers and
black shoes, while Meloni
wears a light pink embroi-
dered top with white
trousers.

Another candid moment
captures PM Modi and
Meloni lean against a railing
overlooking Rome's skyline
during sunset, appearing

Twisha Sharma 'dowry' death case:
Family moves court to seek second post-
mortem, alleges pre- death 1nJur1es

New Delhi, Agency:
The family of Twisha
Sharma, a 33-year-old
woman from Noida who
died under suspicious cir-
cumstances in Bhopal last
week, has sought a fresh

postmortem examination

through a local court,
according to their lawyer
on Tuesday. "We have
moved an application for a
second postmortem of
Twisha before the con-
cerned  magistrate in
Bhopal," the family's lawyer
Anurag Shrivastava said, as
quoted by PTI. Her relatives
have claimed that there
were visible injury marks on

all these WhatsApp mes-
sages and allegations, which
have no real basis, acted in
haste. Their allegations are
completely baseless. Why
would we demand a dowry
of two lakh rupees when we
ourselves gave them seven-
and-a-half lakh rupees? It
simply makes no

Colosseum." We exchanged

[taly & India: A
Strategic Partnership
For The Indo-

Mediterranean;

New Delhi, Agency: The
relationship between India and
Italy has now reached a decisive
stage. In recent years, our ties
have expanded with unprece-
dented momentum, evolving
from a cordial friendship into a
special strategic partnership
grounded in the values of free-
dom and democracy, and a com-
mon vision for the future.

At a time when the interna-
tional system is undergoing a
profound change, the partner-
ship between Italy and India is
guided by regular exchanges at
higher political and institutional
levels, and is gaining a new and
higher dimension that combines
our economic dynamism, socie-
tal creativity, and millennia-old
civilisational wisdom. Our coop-
eration mirrors our shared
awareness that prosperity and
security in the 21st century will
be shaped by the ability of
nations to innovate, manage
energy transitions, and strength-
en strategic sovereignty.

CBI arrests fifth accused in Bengal (M After ousting Didi

India rejects claims of human rights v101at10ns

New Delhi, Agency: Faced with questions from
Norwegian media about human rights in India, govt
strongly rejected allegations of violations, highlighting
the country's constitutional values of justice, liberty
and freedom of expression. This was the second time
MEA rejected such allegations during PM Modi's
ongoing Europe tour, responding earlier to queries in
the Netherlands about Dutch PM Rob Jetten's

atre, the two leaders were

deep in discussion.

remarks on press freedom and minority rights in India.

"India is a civilisational country which offered something unique to the world
and it continues to offer (it)," said MEA secretary (west) Sibi George. He said
the Constitution guarantees sovereign, socialist, secular democratic republic,
and ensures justice, liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship as
well as equality of opportunity through fundamental rights and principles.

Farmers, women, youth 'at core'
of governance, FM slams Rahul

New Delhi, Agency:
Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday hit
out at leader of the opposi-
tion, Rahul Gandhi, and dis-
missed charges of 'crony
capitalism'. On X, she listed
out  multiple  welfare
schemes and policies of the
Modi govt and underlined
that farmers, the poor,
women, youth, and MSMEs

are "at the core" of the gover-
nance structure.

"We are focused on the
welfare of common people,”
she said in a social media
post. She asserted that since
2014, Modi govt has served
every sector and every section
of society through its "policies
and initiatives". Earlier in the

day, Rahul had said an eco-
nomic storm is coming and
"Ambani-Adani structure that
govt built will come crum-
bling down". "It's sad that
common people will have to

suffer," he alleged.
Countering the charge,
Sitharaman said: "If Congress
and its netas cannot con-

Suvendu Adhikari aide's murder case

the night of May 6, barely 170
metres from his residence.
His driver, Buddhadeb Bera,
sustained critical injuries in
the attack and continues to
remain under treatment.
Earlier, a Special
Investigation Team (SIT)

New Delhi, Agency: The
Central Bureau of Investigation
has arrested Vinay Rai, the fifth
accused in the murder case of
Chandranath Rath, personal
assistant to West Bengal chief
minister Suvendu Adhikari.

Rai was arrested from
Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh as the
probe into the high-profile
killing widened across multiple
states. Investigators are examin-
ing the role of hired shooters and
the wider conspiracy behind the
murder.

Chandranath Rath, a close
aide to Adhikari, was shot dead
inside his car near Doharia
crossing in Madhyamgram in
North 24 Parganas district on

probing the murder had
arrested four accused before
expanding its investigation
beyond West Bengal. According
to investigators, the attackers
executed the operation with
"military-style precision" in less
than a minute.

Police suspect hired sharp-
shooters were brought in from
outside the state to carry out the
killing. Investigators said a sil-
ver-coloured hatchback inter-
cepted Rath's vehicle before
bike-borne assailants opened
fire at close range.

The SIT recovered two motor-
cycles allegedly used in the
crime, one from the airport area
and another near rail gates 11
and 12 in Barasat.

tribute positively to nation
building, they should stop
being obstructionists. A
responsible opposition does
not engage in fear monger-
ing." She said govt had helped
open 58 crore Jan Dhan
accounts and 57 crore Mudra
accounts.

"...Are PM Vishwakarma
Yojana, PM Internship
scheme for...? Are e-Shram
cards, G RAM G Act which
provides 125 days of employ-
ment without leaks,
Ayushman Bharat for...? Are
9 crore+ PM Kisan disburse-
ments for...?" she posted on
X. Sitharaman stressed that
govt continued to protect
farmers by not passing high
international fertiliser prices.

her body and alleged that
the wounds were caused
before her death.
Meanwhile, her mother-
in-law and retired judge
Giribala Singh rejected alle-
gations of dowry harass-
ment and claiming the vic-
tim had been undergoing
psychiatric treatment.
Speaking about the case,
Singh said, "Our lawyer will
explain everything. Where
have charges been framed?
The matter is still at the dis-
charge stage. I think the
police, under pressure from
these people and because of

sense."Demanded Fortuner
Car, Rs 50 Lakh: Family
Claims Noida Woman Was
Thrown Off Terrace Over
DowryShe further alleged
that Twisha had changed
after marriage and was not
interested in the family's
religious practices.

Twisha Sharma, a 33-
year-old
Noida, was found dead on
May 12 at her marital home
in Bhopal's Katara Hills
area, triggering allegations
of dowry harassment and
abetment by her husband's
family.

woman from

Standards for fuel blends
up to E30 notified

New Delhi, £
Agency: Govt
has notified a
new standard for
higher ethanol-
petrol blends - E22, E25, E27
and E30 fuels - paving the
way for blending of ethanol in
petrol beyond the current
20% level. The govt push to
increase ethanol blending
comes amid reports of avail-
ability of surplus ethanol and
to reduce crude imports due
to the conflict in West Asia,
which has impacted the ener-
gy supply chain. The new BIS
standard, published on May
15, has laid down specifica-
tions for fuel blends made by
mixing completely free-of-
water (anhydrous) ethanol
with motor gasoline for use in

"l“

posmve ignition
engine-powered
vehicles", or petrol-
powered vehicles.
The standard has
defined technical and quality
parameters, such as composi-
tion, blending requirements,
permissible impurity levels,
testing methods and safety
norms.Meanwhile, amid con-
cerns over the impact that use
of E25 (25% blending in
petrol) may have on existing
vehicles with regard to
mileage and engine life, the
petroleum ministry has
tasked the Automotive
Research Association of India
(ARAI) to carry out a detailed
study on vehicles that are cur-
rently compliant with E10
and E2o0.

s govt in Bengal

BJP ends 'Bhalpo tax on truckers

Jamtara, Agency:
Bhaipo (nephew) tax.
Danda tax. Bamboo bar-
ricades. Illegal nakas.
Highway  strongmen
from alleged "syndi-
cates" armed with sticks.
For decades, drivers of
commercial  vehicles
entering Bengal from
Jharkhand said those
words defined border
crossings more than
signboards or toll gates.
Trucks slowed. Cash
changed hands.

Arguments invited
threats, smashed rear-
view mirrors and punc-
tured tyres. Delays
wrecked delivery sched-
ules and ate into earn-
ings. That grind has
abruptly eased. Days
after BJP assumed office
in Bengal on May o, the
state govt issued a zero-
tolerance directive
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against "extortion
nakas". District magis-
trates were told to dis-
mantle illegal collection
points and prevent their
return. Truckers said the
result is visible already.
Key crossings along NH-
2 and adjoining state
roads that once choked
under bamboo barriers
and unauthorised toll
booths are now moving

freely.
Drivers transporting
goods between

Jharkhand, Bengal, the

NorthEast and
Bangladesh said harass-
ment has dropped

sharply over the past
fortnight. Nearly 50,000
trucks move through
Bengal every day, mak-
ing the state a critical
logistics hub connecting
eastern India, NE and
five transit points into
Bangladesh. "Two types
of unofficial levies were
common in Bengal -
Bhaipo tax and danda
tax," said Sajal Ghosh,
general secretary of the

Federation of Truck
Operators Association in
Bengal, referring to
TMC MP and former CM
Mamata Banerjee's
nephew Abhishek
Banerjee. "Bhaipo tax
has vanished. We want
danda tax wiped out

completely too." At
Rupnarayanpur near
Jharkhand's Mihijam

crossing, truckers said
traffic now moves with-
out roadside collection.
"It all shut down after
May 4," said e-rickshaw
driver Tapan Das.
Drivers described pay-
ments at multiple points
across Paschim
Bardhaman and Purulia
districts. "If you refused,
they stopped and
harassed you for hours
till you paid. That has
stopped," truck driver
Vishal Roy said.



