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PM Modi conferred Food and Agricultural Organisation's highest | NIA arrests Kolkata resi-
honour, Agricola Medal, for contribution to global food security

Delhi,
Agency: Prime
Minister =~ Narendra
Modi on Wednesday
was conferred the FAO
Agricola Medal, the
highest honour of the
Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the
United Nations, in
recognition of his contri-
bution to food security,
sustainable  agriculture
and rural development.
The award was present-
ed at the FAO headquar-
ters in Rome by Director-
General Dr Qu Dongyu
during a ceremony in the
historic Plenary Hall. PM
Modi, who is on the final
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Landslide blocks
Kedarnath road;

10,000 stranded pil-

grims rescued

New Delhi, Agency: More
than 10,000 pilgrims were
stranded on the Kedarnath yatra
route late Tuesday after a land-
slide blocked the Sonprayag-
Gaurikund highway in
Uttarakhand's Rudraprayag amid
continuous rain.

The landslide hit the key Char
Dham route during peak pilgrim-
age season as erratic weather con-
tinues to affect pilgrimage routes
in Uttarakhand, report Gaurav
Talwar & Kautilya Singh. The
landslide struck near Munkatiya
around 9 pm. Pilgrims were
stranded on the two sides of the
route. Falling debris and bad
weather slowed rescue efforts.

Around 10,450 pilgrims were
rescued and moved across the
affected stretch, SDRF comman-
dant Arpan Yadhuvanshi said."A
minor landslide occurred ahead
of Gaurikund, on Tuesday night.
Earth movers were deployed and
most of the debris was cleared by
last evening itself.
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leg of his five-nation tour,
arrived in Italy on Tuesday

night.
recognition as a collective
honour, he said it belonged
to those engaged in India's
farm sector.

"This is an honour to
India's millions of farmers,
livestock

farmers, agricultural scien-
tists,

also an honour to India's
unwavering commitment,
at the centre of which lies
human welfare, food secu-
rity, and Sustainable
Development," he said.
The Prime Minister also
highlighted India's broad-
er agricultural approach,
stressing the balance
between productivity and
sustainability. He said the
country was shifting focus
towards "Producing
Better" rather than only
"Producing More", with
emphasis on biodiversity
and reduced dependence
on chemical fertilisers.
Highlighting the role of
innovation, PM Modi said

Describing the

rearers, fish

and workers. This is

modern tools such as Al-
based advisory systems,
drones, remote sensing
and digital public infra-
structure were transform-
ing farming practices and
improving incomes. He
also noted that India has
developed around 3,000
climate-resilient crop vari-
eties in the past decade.

He reiterated that food
security is not merely a
policy objective but a
responsibility ~ towards
humanity, adding that
India's experience shows
scale and sustainability
can go together when tech-
nology and inclusion are
combined.

NEET-UG aspirants deserve compensation,
reforms after cancellation: AIIMS faculty body

New Delhi, Agency: Calling the cancella-
tion of NEET-UG 2026 deeply distressing for
lakhs of medical aspirants, the Faculty
Association of AIIMS (FAIMS) has demanded
compensation for affected students, a fast-track
probe into the alleged paper leak and sweeping
reforms in the country's examination system.

In a representation sent to the ministries of
education and health and the AIIMS director,

|
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the faculty body said repeated paper leaks had "severely shaken" public faith
in national examinations and caused "unprecedented mental trauma, uncer-
tainty and economic burden" on students and families.

No beauty injection can be sold as cosmetic, says
government amid rise in aesthetlc procedures

dures offered by beauty
clinics and cosmetic cen-

New Delhi, Agency:
Amid the booming mar-

dent for spying for 'Pak’
on espionage charges
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New Delhi, Agency: As part
of an anti-India espionage net-
work, the National Investigation
Agency (NTA) on Wednesday
arrested a Kolkata-based man
for allegedly passing confiden-
tial security-related information
to Pakistan Intelligence Officers
(PIOs).

Sharing details of the arrest
on X, the official NIA India
account said, "A Pak-backed
spy, Zafar Riaz @ Rizvi of
Kolkata, has been arrested in an
espionage racket, in which he
was engaged in clandestinely
passing confidential security-
related information to Pakistan
Intelligence Officers (PIOs) as
part of an anti-India terror con-
spiracy."

A Pak-backed spy, Zafar Riaz
@ Rizvi of Kolkata, has been
arrested in an espionage racket,
in which he was engaged in clan-
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destinely passing confidential
security-related information to
Pakistan Intelligence Officers
(PIOs) as part of an anti-India

terror conspiracy.
pic.twitter.com/VNYuoyfFoD

According to the agency, the
accused has been booked under
various sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the
Official Secrets Act, and the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act [UA(P)A]."A Look Out
Circular was issued against him
and proceedings were also
under way to declare him a
Proclaimed Offender (PO) when
he was taken into custody," the
NIA said in its press release. The
agency further revealed during
its investigation that the accused
was married to a Pakistani
national and had been travelling
frequently between India and
Pakistan since 2005.

After Bihar poll drubbing,
Prashant Kishor opts for
ashram life till next polls

ket for skin-enhancing
and anti-ageing proce-
dures, the Centre has said
cosmetic products cannot
be injected into the body
or promoted as treat-
ment, drawing a clear line
between beauty products
and medical interven-
tions. In a public notice
issued on May 18, the
Central Drugs Standard
Control  Organisation
(CDSCO) said products sup-
plied in injectable form do
not qualify as cosmetics
under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940. "No
cosmetic is permitted to be
used as injection by con-

thetic clinics,"
issued by Drugs Controller
General of India Dr Rajeev
Singh Raghuvanshi, stated.
The move comes amid the
growing
injectable aesthetic proce-

sumer/professionals/aes-

popularity

| tres, including products
marketed for skin

New Delhi, Agency:
Jan Suraaj founder

the notice,

of

Dr Kabir

pital

scientifically

injections.

used off-label.

brightening, anti-ageing
and facial enhancement.

from the dermatology
department of RMI hos-
said
injectable cosmetic pro-
cedures use chemicals
whose benefits are not

especially for conditions
that often do not require
Referring
mesotherapy and injections
promoted for melasma, he
said most are not approved
by the US FDA and are being

Prashant

Sardana

many

proven,

to

Wednesday said that he .
had moved to an ashram . &
on the outskirts of Patna
till the next assembly
polls in Bihar. While talk-
ing to reporters in Bihar's
Darbhanga, PK said, "Last
night, I shifted out of the
place in Patna where I had
been living. The Bihar
Navnirman Ashram, situat-
ed close to IIT-Patna, shall
be my abode till the next
assembly polls when the
Jan Suraaj Party will, hope-
fully, make an impact."
This comes months after
the poll strategist-turned-

Kishor on

been
'Sheikhpura
sprawling bungalow near
Patna airport owned by the
family of party national
president and former BJP
MP Uday Singh.

politician launched his
party before the Bihar
assembly polls, but failed to
win a single seat.

Kishor had until now

operating  from
House', a

SC issues notice to states and UTs 'Bombs its own people'; India slams Pakistan at

objects to misleading labelling

New Delhi, Agency The
Supreme Court on Wednesday
acknowledged the problems
caused by sale of alcohol in tetra
packs, deceptively labelled as
'‘ereen apple vodka' or 'Chelly
Mango Vodka', and agreed to
examine an anti-drunken driving
NGO's plea for standardization
of excise policy for packaging
and bottling of liquor across
states. Appearing for petitioner
NGO 'campaign against drunken
driving' (CADD), advocate Vipin
Nair told a bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M
Pancholi that such deceptive sale
of liquor in tetra packs, portable

bottles and sachets increase
the risk of under-age drink-
ing and drunken driving. The
CJI-led bench said the prob-
lem is the 'very deceptive'
packaging which may create
a misconception that these
packs contained fruit juice.

»¥ Nair said that the excise

departments across India
must follow a uniform policy and
standardize the packaging of
liquor. The bench responses of
all states and UTs to the PIL.

"These packages pose various
risks, including consumption by
juveniles, drinking in a moving
vehicle, health risks, increased
ease of smuggling, ease of public
consumption, and environmen-
tal risks.

Moreover, the tetra packs have
attractive packaging with vivid
colours but do not have promi-
nent health warnings like in the
case of cigarettes, which would
dissuade people from drunken
driving and responsible drink-
ing," the NGO said.

UNSC, flags 'long-tainted record of genocidal acts'

NEW DELHI,
Agency: India has
strongly criticised
Pakistan at the
United Nations
Security ~ Council

(UNSC), accusing it
of a long record of
violence against
civilians and citing
recent incidents in
Afghanistan linked
to Pakistani military
action.

Speaking at the
Annual UNSC Open
Debate on
'"Protection of civil-
ians in armed con-
flict', India's
Permanent
Representative  to
the UN, Harish
Parvathaneni,
referred to findings
by the  United
Nations Assistance

Mission in
Afghanistan
(UNAMA) regarding
civilian casualties
caused by cross-bor-
der violence.

"It is ironic that
Pakistan, with its
long-tainted record
of genocidal acts, has
chosen to refer to
issues that are strict-
ly internal to India.
The United Nations
Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan has
reported that in the
first three months of
2026, 750 civilian
deaths and injuries
were documented in
Afghanistan as a
result of cross-bor-
der armed violence
perpetrated by
Pakistani military
forces, most of which

occurred due to air
strikes," he said.
Parvathaneni fur-
ther alleged that
Pakistan carried out
an airstrike on the
Omid Addiction
Treatment Hospital
in Kabul during the
month of Ramadan.
"The UNAMA doc-
umentation attrib-
uted 94 of 95 inci-

dents of civilian
causalities to
Pakistani  Security

forces. The world has
not forgotten that it
was during the holy
month of Ramadan
in March this year, at
a time of peace,
reflection, and
mercy, that Pakistan
conducted a barbaric

airstrike on the
Omid Addiction
-

Treatment Hospital
in Kabul. Again,
according to
UNAMA, this cow-
ardly and uncon-
scionable act of vio-
lence claimed the
lives of 269 civilians
and injured a further
122 in a facility
which can by no
means be justified as
a military target," he
said.The Indian
envoy accused
Pakistan of ignoring
international
humanitarian obli-
gations and targeting
civilians. "It is hypo-
critical to espouse high
principles of interna-
tional law while tar-
geting innocent civil-
ians in the dark. The
air strikes by Pakistan
occurred at the con-

clusion of tarawih
evening prayers, when
numerous patients
were leaving the
masjid, as  per
UNAMA," he said.
Referring to
remarks made earlier
by the UN Secretary-
General on protecting
civilians,
Parvathaneni said
Pakistan had failed to
follow those
appeals."It bears
emphasis that the UN
Secretary ~ General
called on member
states to uphold their
international obliga-
tions in relation to
protection of civilians,
including the principle
of non-refoulement in
the  context  of
Afghanistan.



