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'Everything will be alright':

Amit Shah meets Ladakh leaders, includ-
ing Sonam Wangchuk, ahead of talks

Srinagar, Agency:
Environmentalist and Leh
Apex Body (LAB) member
Sonam Wangchuk met
Union home minister Amit
Shah in Leh along with a
clutch of other leaders
from the Union territory
late Thursday, with the
interaction largely focused
on Buddha and spirituali-

Shah was on a two-day
Ladakh visit to attend an
international exposition of
Buddha's holy relics. He
urged the leaders "to keep

faith in Lord Buddha" and
said "everything will be
alright". "The meeting was
called by the home minis-
ter. During the interaction,

he said Ladakh-related
issues would be discussed
on May 22 in a (MHA) sub-
committee meeting. He
said his current visit is

Applications for OCI
cards can be now

made online

New Delhi, Agency: The
Union home ministry on Thurs-
day notified an amendment to
the Citizenship Act allowing
online application for Overseas
Citizen of India (OCI) cards.
The digital application will be
for both inclusion and renunci-
ation. All applications will be
submitted electronically
through the portal https://ocis-
ervices.gov.in. The amended
rule also provides for inclusion
of minors as OCI but "the
minor cannot at any time hold
passport of any other country
while also holding Indian pass-
port". "An application for regis-
tration as an OCI cardholder
under section 7A shall be made
in Form XXVIII electronically
on the designated online por-
tal," according to a gazette noti-
fication. There will not be any
requirement to provide dupli-
cate certificates as in the past.

Those registered as OCI shall
be issued OCI card in physical
form or an electronic e-OCI
registration containing details.
The authority will maintain a
record of persons registered as
OCI in electronic form.

Two workers die as
under-construction bridge

collapses in Jammu

Jammu,
Agency:

Two workers LI
died after a V i
portion of an

under-con-

struction bridge in the Bantal-
ab-Thathar area on the out-
skirts of Jammu collapsed Fri-
day, prompting a massive res-
cue operation by multiple agen-
cies, including Army, NDRF
and SDRF.

A 55-year-old  worker,
Tarsem Lal, was rescued and
admitted to Govt Medical Col-
lege and Hospital in Jammu
with injuries, while two bodies
were pulled out from under the
rubble by rescuers and at least
one person was still feared
trapped underneath. One of the
deceased was identified as
Panchu Sethi, 50, while the
identity of the other was yet to
be established. Sources said the
structure caved in all of sudden,
not giving the workers any time
to run for safety.
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PM Modi set to embark
on Europe, Africa Vls1ts

purely spiritual and that he
is here to pay obeisance to
Buddha relics," former
Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council
(LAHDC) chief executive
Gyalson told Media. He
was among those who met
Shah. The others were LAB
co-chairman Tsering Dorje
Lakrook and Ladakh MP
Mohmad Haneefa.

Gyalson said Shah asked
them to approach the May
22 meeting with "an open
mind" and a willingness to
find a middle path.

India continues to be on US
priority watch list on IPR

New Delhi, Agency: USTR has retained
India on its Special 301 priority watch list, along
with five other countries including China, and
said it will engage with New Delhi, including
through Bilateral Trade Agreement negotiations.
The annual report said India remained "incon-
sistent in its progress" on protection and
enforcement of intellectual property (IP). Viet-

nam was identified as a Priority Foreign Country, marking the first time in 13
years that a country is listed in that category. Over the next 30 days, USTR
will decide whether to initiate an investigation under Section 301 of the Trade
Act of 1974 against Vietnam based on the grounds identified in the report.

New Delhi, Agency: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
expected to embark on an inten-
sive series of foreign visits
beginning mid-May, with a
strong focus on Europe, Africa
and key multilateral engage-
ments, reflecting New Delhi's
renewed push to consolidate
strategic and economic partner-
ships across regions, official
sources said here on Friday.

According to multiple reports
and diplomatic indications,
Modi is likely to begin a multi-
country Europe tour around
May 18, which could include vis-
its to Norway, the Netherlands
and Italy, alongside participa-
tion in the India-Nordic Sum-
mit. The European leg is aimed
at deepening trade, technology
and security cooperation, partic-
ularly following the momentum
generated by the India-EU trade
agreement earlier this year.

A notable highlight of the
tour could be a stop in Vatican
City, where Modi is expected to
meet Pope Francis -- a symbolic
outreach that wunderscores
India's engagement with global
religious leadership and soft
diplomacy.

Beyond Europe, the Prime
Minister is also expected to trav-
el to Kenya to attend the Africa
Forward Summit in Nairobi, sig-
nalling India's continued
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emphasis on the Global South
and its expanding footprint in
Africa.

Sources indicate that a visit to
the UAE, rather a brief stopover,
is also on the cards during May,
reflecting the strategic impor-
tance of West Asia in India's for-
eign policy calculus, particularly
in energy security and diaspora
engagement. The flurry of diplo-
matic activity is expected to con-
tinue into June, when Modi is
likely to attend the G7 Summit
in Evian-les-Bains, marking
India's continued engagement
with major advanced economies
despite not being a member of
the grouping.

Further ahead, tentative plans
include visits to New Zealand
and Australia in July, as well as
participation in key multilateral
platforms such as the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit and the East Asia
Summit later in the year.

Allahabad HC: No unilateral right over ED case count up, but

20-year conviction rate

public land for religious gatherings

New Delhi, Agency: The
Allahabad High Court ruled

that public land cannot be

claimed for exclusive religious
use by any individual or group,
holding that such activities,
including offering Namaz,
must remain subject to public
order and the rights of others.

The observation was made
by a Division Bench of Justice
Saral Srivastava and Justice
Garima Prasad while dismissing
a petition filed by Asin, a resi-
dent of Tkauna under Gunnaur
Tehsil in Sambhal district, who
had sought relief in connection
with the use of land for offering
Namaz.

The Court clarified that "pub-
lic land cannot be unilaterally
used by any single party for reli-

gious purposes,' addlng that all
individuals have equal rights
over such property and its exclu-
sive use is not legally permissi-
ble, reported Media.

Reiterating the broader legal
position, the Bench stated that
the "right to practice religion is
subject to public order" and can-
not be exercised in a way that
infringes upon the rights of oth-
ers. It further noted that reli-

gious freedom is not absolute
and remains subject to the
rights of others.

Referring to earlier rulings,
including the Munazir Khan
, vs State of Uttar Pradesh and
Others case, the Court noted
that while bona fide religious
. practices within private
premises are protected and
cannot be subjected to arbi-
trary interference, such protec-
tion does not amount to
"absolute carte blanche" for
organised or regular collective
religious activities. The Court
further observed that when such
activities extend beyond private
boundaries and begin impacting
the public domain, regulatory
intervention by the State
becomes permissible.

a dismal 2.33%

New Delhi,
Agency: The Direc-
torate of Enforce-
ment (ED) has
secured just 56 con-
victions out of 2,396
chargesheets filed
over the past 20
years - from 2005-
06 to 2025-26 -
translating into a
conviction rate of
2.33 per cent,
according to its
2025-26 annual
report released on
Friday to mark its
7oth year of incep-
tion.

However, at the
same time, the num-

l (,%)
‘hrh, _Ji'

ber of cases recorded
by the agency rose
sharply by 39 per
cent between 2024-
25 and 2025-26.
While 775 cases were
recorded in 2024-25,
the figure increased
to 1,080 ECIRs in
the just-concluded
fiscal, according to
ED's own data.

Ecologists flag violations in Great Nicobar project

New Delhi, Agency:
The proposed Great Nicobar
infrastructure project has
come under scrutiny after
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi described it as
"destruction dressed in
development's language" in
a video from the project site.
Great Nicobar Island, the
largest in the Nicobar archi-
pelago, is a UNESCO-recog-
nised biosphere reserve
known for its rich biodiver-
sity and indigenous commu-
nities such as the Nico-
barese and Shompen.

A key point of contention
is the scale of deforestation.
While the government has
stated that up to 7.11 lakh
trees may be felled within
49.86 sq km of forestland,
independent assessments
suggest significantly higher
figures. A researcher, speak-
ing on anonymity, pointed
to inconsistencies in official
data over time, indicating
uncertainty in the actual
number of trees to be cut.

"In August 2024, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands Inte-
grated Development Corpo-
ration Limited (ANIIDCO)
invited expressions of inter-
est for 'enumeration, felling,
logging and transportation
of these trees'. This indicat-
ed, first and foremost that
the project proponent did
not actually know the num-
ber of trees to be cut. How
could the government then
estimated that over 8 lakh
trees will be axed?" a
researcher requesting
anonymity told The Tri-
bune.

Environmentalists have
also flagged concerns about
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the island's fragile ecosys-
tem. A study published by
Cambridge University Press
in 1994 warned that
expanding population and
land-use changes in the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands could adversely
affect their flora, fauna and
overall ecological balance.
Questions have also been
raised about the project's
long-term  sustainability.
Researchers note that the
current population of the
islands, estimated at around
five lakh, could increase sig-
nificantly due to the project,
placing additional pressure
on resources such as fresh-

water. The region's classifi-
cation under Seismic Zone V
- the highest earthquake
risk category - has further
added to concerns about
infrastructure safety.

"If there is a tectonic shift
the transshipment port will
not exist. The safety of the
people is at risk. Where has
this aspect been incorporat-
ed into the project propos-
al," the researcher said.

In February, the National
Green Tribunal declined to
interfere with the environ-
mental clearance granted to
the project. The tribunal
noted submissions that no
part of the project fell with-
in the ecologically sensitive
Coastal Regulation Zone-1A
after ground verification by
a high-powered committee.

However, critics dispute
this finding, citing the pres-
ence of nesting sites of
endangered marine species
in areas classified under
CRZ-1A, where construction
activities are restricted.

They have also alleged pro-
cedural lapses in the granti-
ng of forest clearances.

The financial outlay of the
project has also increased,
with estimates rising to Rs
90,000-95,000 crore now
from the initial Rs 72,000
crore. Scientists studying
endemic species in the
region, including the Nico-
bar megapode, have warned
that large-scale habitat dis-
ruption could have irre-
versible consequences. The
government, however, has
defended the project, stat-
ing that only 1.82% of the
total forest cover of the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands will be diverted. It
has also emphasised that
65.99 sq. km will be pre-
served as green zones with
no tree felling.

On compensatory meas-
ures, the Centre has said
afforestation would be
undertaken in Haryana, as
the high forest cover in the
islands limits local options.



