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46 years after going missing, soldier presumed dead

by AFT; widow to get pension, ai

New Delhi, Agency :
About 46 years after a sol-
dier went missing with no
clues about his where-
abouts and was later
declared a deserter, the
Armed Forces Tribunal
(AFT) has ruled that he
should be presumed dead
and his widow would be
entitled to pension and
arrears from 1993, when
she first approached the
authorities for benefits.

The soldier, Om Prakash
Pradeshi from Himachal
Pradesh, was enrolled in
the Corps of Military Police
(CMP) in September 1969.
When he went missing in
November 1980, and in

December 1983, after the
stipulated three-year peri-
od, the Army declared him
a deserter and dismissed
him from service. Conse-
quently, he or his next of
kin were not granted pen-
sion.

46 years after going
missing, soldier presumed
dead by AFT; widow to get
pension, arrears from 1993

The soldier, Om Prakash
Pradeshi from Himachal
Pradesh, was enrolled in
the Corps of Military Police
(CMP) in September 1969

About 46 years after a
soldier went missing with
no clues about his where-
abouts and was later

declared a deserter, the
Armed Forces Tribunal
(AFT) has ruled that he
should be presumed dead
and his widow would be
entitled to pension and
arrears from 1993, when
she first approached the
authorities for benefits.
The soldier, Om Prakash
Pradeshi from Himachal
Pradesh, was enrolled in
the Corps of Military Police
(CMP) in September 1969.
When he went missing in
November 1980, and in
December 1983, after the
stipulated three-year peri-
od, the Army declared him
a deserter and dismissed
him from service. Conse-

rrears from 1993

quently, he or his next of
kin were not granted pen-
sion.

The Tribunal’s Chandi-
garh Bench comprising
Justice Umesh Chandra
Sharma and Lt Gen Ranbir
Singh held that there is no
evidence that the Army or,
on their directions, the
civil authorities ever tried
to search the individual as
to whether he is alive or
not and whether he was
seen by anyone just before
his disappearance. There is
also no evidence that the
individual is alive and is
living or working some-
where else or he voluntari-
ly abandoned his service.

4 cops die during
op to dispose of

Maoist ammo

New Delhi, Agency: Four
police personnel were killed in
an explosion while trying to
dispose of a gunpowder dump
of Maoists in Chhattisgarh's
Kanker district on Saturday.
This was the first explosion
incident linked to Naxalites in
the state since it was declared
free from armed Maoism on
March 31. It was also the first
instance this year in which
security personnel engaged in
anti-Naxal operations lost their
lives. The police earlier said an
improvised explosive device
(IED) went off while being neu-
tralised, but later a senior offi-
cial stated that it was a gun-
powder dump, hidden by
Maoists when they were active
in the area. The tragic incident
took place at 11.30 am in a for-
est area of Aadnar village under
the Chhotebethiya police sta-
tion limits, near the Narayan-
pur district border, when a joint
team of security personnel was
conducting a demining opera-
tion to locate and defuse IEDs
planted earlier by Naxalites,
Inspector General of Police
(Bastar Range) Sundarraj Pat-
tilingam said.

'T'm 41, get me married":
Prayagraj woman seeks
police help, claims family

trying to avoid expenses

New Delhi, Agency: A 41-
year-old woman in Sarai Inayat
area of Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh, has appealed to the
police for help, levelling serious
allegations against her family.
She alleged that her family is
deliberately preventing her
from getting married and has
been harassing her for years.

According to media reports,
Madhuri Patel, a resident of
Manapur village, said in her
police complaint that she wants
to get married, but her brother
and sister-in-law reject every
proposal. She claims the family
is doing this to avoid wedding
expenses. The woman also
alleged that her brother had
transferred the family land to
his name, but was not taking
any responsibility for her mar-
riage. She named her father,
mother, brother, sister-in-law
and sister in the complaint.

‘Free press under attack’: Congress slams Centre

over India’s 157 rank in press freedom index

New Delhi, Agency: The Congress on
Sunday launched a sharp attack over the state
of press freedom in India, citing the country's
rank of 157 in the World Press Freedom Index
2026, which places it in the "very serious"
category. On World Press Freedom Day, the
Congress said that a free press is the voice of
democracy, but alleged that it is under attack.
In a post on X, it expressed solidarity with
journalists and voices that "speak truth to
power" and strive to protect democratic values. "A free press is the voice of
democracy, but today that voice is under attack. India ranks 157 in the World
Press Freedom Index 2026, falling into the "very serious" category.

Indian firms mobilise against U
push to curb offshore call centres

New Delhi, Agency: Indi-
an IT majors and industry bod-

India's island territories pro-
vide military deterrence against
expansionist China

New Delhi, Agency:
Even though the tri-service
Andamans and Nicobar
Command was set-up by the
Vajpayee government quar-
ter of century ago, India's
military doctrine has been
land centric with primacy to
the Indian Army with other
two services unfortunately
being seen as force multipli-
ers.

While India's main adver-
sary China changed its mili-
tary doctrine from land to
sea-centric in early 2000s,
New Delhi started seriously
looking at its maritime security
post-2014 with PLA Navy sur-
veillance ships, ballistic missile
trackers, warships and sub-
marines making forays into
Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
with logistics facilities in Cam-
bodia, Sri Lanka, Maldives,
Iran and the eastern seaboard
of Africa. Today, an average of
six-to-seven PLA ships are in
the IOR each month with air-
craft carrier based task forces
entering the region within this
decade.

Given that the PLA is making
one ship every seven days,
India has no options but to
develop long range capabilities
in its island territories of Lak-
shadweep and Andamans and
Nicobar Island. It is only then

that India can enforce sea-
denial, sea-access deterrence as
well as build leverages in the
IOR against any potential rival.
Apart from maritime security,
India's island territories hold
huge economic potential for
the country with world class
transshipment hubs on the
eastern as well as western
seaboard of the country. It was
India's first Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) Gen Bipin Rawat
who along with national securi-
ty planners, who envisioned
turning Campbell Bay in Great
Nicobar into a transshipment
hub as well as a military base
for India in order to provide
first strike capability against
any rival as well as protect the
hinterland away from home.

S Just Like That: Are
gyms creating health
or causing harm?

ies are growing increasingly
worried about a proposed rule
by the US Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) that
would restrict the use of off-
shore call centres by certain
American companies - a move
that could reshape one of the
most significant sources of out-
sourcing revenue for compa-
nies that have made India the
world's back office for American
consumer businesses.

The FCC proposed the rule on
March 26, releasing it the follow-
ing day, with a public comment
period opening after its publica-
tion in the Federal Register.
Comments are due by May 26,
with reply comments due by

June 22. The rule, framed by the
FCC as a consumer protection
and national security measure,
floats three broad interventions:
capping the share of customer
service calls that US providers
may route to foreign call centres;
requiring workers at those cen-
tres to demonstrate proficiency
in spoken and written American

to transfer it to a US-based
representative on request. The
FCC has floated 30% as one
benchmark for the call volume
cap, but has left the figure
open for comment; the pro-
posed rule text carries a place-
holder rather than a fixed per-
centage. The agency has also
proposed that calls involving
sensitive information - pass-
words, social security numbers,
bank account or credit card
details - be handled exclusively
by US-based representatives,
regardless of any cap applied to
general call volumes.

Standard English; and man- New Delhi
dating that providers inform Agency: 1 have z; ; Ll
customers at the start of each erviceai)l e ovm at Al
call whether it is being han- 1 7. withgy basic T ¥
dled outside the US - and offer - 37 .o o quip-

ment, and weights.
But more important-
ly, I have Jai Rathee,
a good trainer who is
able to discern the
difference between
required exercise and
undesirable excess.
To have this
trained balance is
necessary, especially
when, across India's
metropolitan  sky-
lines-and increasing-
ly in smaller towns
too-glittering gyms

rise where once there
were modest parks,

Priyanka Chopra
stepped out last night
for a special advance
screening of the new
season of Citadel at
AGBO Studios in Los
Angeles, California.
Stanley Tucci, who
stars in the recently
released The Devil
Wears Prada 2, and
Ashleigh Cummings
were also present at
the occasion.

Tamil Nadu: Over a lakh security per-
sonnel to guard 62 counting centres

New Delhi, Agency:
As votes for the Tamil Nadu
assembly elections will be
counted on Monday, the
Election Commission (EC)
said on Saturday that a
three-tier security system
will be in place at counting
centres, with around
100,000 security personnel
deployed for election secu-
rity duties. In Chennai
alone, police said nearly
20,000 security staff have
been deployed.

Chief electoral officer
(CEO) Archana Patnaik,
said that the first tier secu-
rity perimeter extending
100 metres around each
counting centre has been
established. "Entry within
this zone will be strictly
restricted to authorised per-
sonnel. Adequate police
personnel will be deployed

at entry points," she added.

The second tier, comprising
the entry gates of the count-
ing premises will be secured
by the State Armed Police
Personnel, who would regu-
late access and prevent
unauthorised movement
within the premises. "Use of
mobile phones and other
communication devices will
be permitted only in desig-
nated areas," she said.

The third-tier, the inner-

L ol

most security layer in the
counting halls and the elec-
tronic voting machine
(EVM) strong rooms will be
managed by the Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF)
personnel. The EC, as a
first-time initiative intro-
duced a QR code-based
photo identity card system
through its mobile applica-
tion ECINET to prevent any
unauthorised entry into the
counting centres.

"The counting of votes
recorded in all 75,064
polling stations and postal
ballots received will be con-
ducted at 62 designated
counting centres," she said.
Counting will start at 8am
with the postal ballots, fol-
lowed by EVM counting in
234 halls at 8.30am, and
3,324 counting tables will
be used.

"A total of 10,545 person-
nel have been deployed for
counting duty, supported by
4,624 micro-observers to
ensure transparency and
integrity of the process," she
said. Round-wise results of
all assembly constituencies
will be announced by the
concerned returning officer
(RO), using the public
address system at the
respective centre, and the
same will be reflected in the

ECINET app.

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) which
leads the Secular Progres-
sive Alliance comprising
Congress and Left parties,
is seeking to retain power,
while the AIADMK-led
National Democratic
Alliance is aiming to return
to power with its allies,
including the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK), and
Amma Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK) among
others.  Actor-politician
Vijay 's Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam has made its poll
debut in this election.

A committee blames for-
mer TTD executive officer
AV Dharma Reddy for
major procurement lapses,
allowing adulterated ghee
in sacred laddu prasadam.



