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Team Raghav Chadha to get audience with
President Murmu ahead of Bhagwant Mann

Chandigarh, Agency:
A political face-off in Punjab
heads to Rashtrapati Bha-
van as rival camps led by
Rajya Sabha MP Raghav
Chadha and CM Bhagwant
Mann seek to meet the Pres-
ident within hours of each
other Monday, amid a row
over defections and alleged
police action.

Chadha, among seven

AAP MPs who switched to
BJP on April 24, is sched-
uled to meet President

expected to accompany
Chadha, who plans to raise
alleged "political vendetta".

Droupadi Murmu at
10.40am, ahead of Mann at
noon seeking "recall" of the
defectors. Some MPs are

Rape-murder of 3-
year-old: Kin seek
death, protest shuts

down Pune district

Pune, Agency: A shutdown
brought western Maharashtra's
Bhor-Rajgad belt in Pune dis-
trict to a halt Sunday as outrage
mounted over the rape and mur-
der of a three-year-old girl, with
her family refusing to meet
politicians until the 65-year-old
accused is sentenced to death.

Shops remained closed after
residents called a bandh to
protest the crime in Nasrapur
village of Bhor taluka. The
accused, a labourer from the vil-
lage and a father of seven, has
been arrested and is alleged to
be a repeat offender in child
abuse cases.

The girl went missing Friday
afternoon. Frantic search led
family to neighbour's CCTV that
showed the accused leading the
child to a cattle shed about
700m away, where her body was
found under a heap of cow dung.

Tension spread across the dis-
trict. Protesters tried to block
traffic at Khed Shivapur toll
plaza before police stepped in.
The previous night, demonstra-
tors and the victim's family
blocked = Mumbai-Bengaluru
highway near Wadgaon bridge
for more than four hours,
demanding firm assurances
from the state govt.

In a video message, the child's
father said his family will not
meet any politicians until the
accused is awarded death penal-
ty. Several politicians visited the
family earlier in the day, while
minister Madhuri Misal and
Maratha quota activist Manoj
Jarange cancelled their plans
following the family's appeal.

Chief minister Devendra Fad-
navis said public anger was
understandable but cautioned
against attempts to exploit the
situation. He said he had spoken
to the victim's father and given a
written assurance that govt
would pursue the death penalty.
"The case will be tried in a fast-
track court and procedures will
be expedited," he said, adding
demands for public execution
cannot be met. "While everyone
wants the accused to be hanged
publicly, such things cannot be
done in a democratic system as
it functions according to the
law," Fadnavis added.

The confrontation intensi-
fied after reports of two
FIRs with non-bailable
charges against Rajya Sabha

MP Sandeep Pathak. Pathak
said he had no information
on the cases but suggested
"misuse of govt machinery",
adding he would respond
after seeing FIR copies. AAP
spokesperson Kuldeep

Singh Dhaliwal said he had
no information. Punjab
police have issued no confir-
mation for a second day,
with officers describing
"radio silence".

A senior lawyer said an
accused could still seek
anticipatory bail. DGP Gau-
rav Yadav did not respond.
BJP functionaries met gov-
ernor Gulab Chand Kataria,
alleging FIRs after AAP
MPs' switch were political
retaliation, and sought an
impartial probe, citing
action against Trident
Group owner and MP
Rajinder Gupta.

Abandoned in forest, 2-year-old
walks for 20 hours, surv1ves

Bhopal, Agency: A two-year-old boy,
unclothed waist down, walked barefoot alone for
nearly 20 hours through a forest full of wild ani-
mals after his father allegedly killed his mother
and abandoned him in a remote patch of Mad-
hya Pradesh.

The stunning survival story ended with cops
finding the weak and dehydrated toddler early
Sunday in a remote patch along the Vidisha-
Raisen border after arresting his father. So hun-
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gry and thirsty was the baby that he grabbed food and water the cops offered
him before he was rushed to hospital and stabilised.

Bengal SIR a 'threat' to our
jobs: Professionals, govern-
ment staff move court

Kolkata, Agency: A senior
central government officer in a
PSU, an assistant teacher in a
govt school, a medical profes-
sional preparing for a national
entrance exam and an insur-
ance agent whose licence
hinges on his voter status - all
moved Calcutta high court last
week over their livelihoods
being on the line after their
names were deleted from Ben-
gal's electoral rolls during SIR.

Justice Krishna Rao told
their lawyers that the petitions
would be heard at a later date,
offering no relief before the
election or, in the doctor's case,
before his exam. SIR deletions
have stripped 27 lakh people in
the state of voting rights. The
four pending petitions now
highlight a dimension that goes
beyond disenfranchisement.

Petitioners flag citizen-

ship fears in electoral
purge: Petitioners argue that
for employees and licensed pro-
fessionals, removal from elec-
toral rolls brings their citizen-
ship into question, which could
lead to departmental action,
service termination and even
licence cancellation.

One of them, a 40-year-old
PSU assistant general manager
from Bhagabangola assembly
constituency of Murshidabad,
has been in service for more
than a decade.

His name appeared in draft
rolls published on Dec 16 last
year, but he was called for a
hearing over a "clerical dis-
crepancy” in his father's name
in the 2002 records. He sub-
mitted 11 documents but didn't
make it to the final rolls. His
appeal before the designated
tribunal came to nothing.

Govt to screen all children for diabetes Abetment case filed in

roll out free lifelong care under RBSK

New Delhi, Agency: In a
major policy shift, the Centre
will now screen all children
from birth to 18 years for dia-
betes and provide free, lifelong
treatment through the public
health system, expanding its
flagship ~ Rashtriya  Bal
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK)
to address a growing burden of
the disease in younger age
groups.

The guidance document,
released by the Union health
ministry at a national public
health summit, lays down a
structured national framework
for screening, diagnosis, treat-
ment and long-term manage-
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trict-level care, aiming to ensure
early detection and continuity of
treatment.

The rollout is part of the Cen-
tre's revamp of RBSK 2.0, which
adopts a lifecycle approach from
birth to 18 years and expands its
"4Ds" framework to include

conditions. The guidelines also
flag rising lifestyle risks-includ-
ing poor diet, reduced physical
activity and increased screen
exposure-and introduce digital
tracking and structured follow-
up systems to strengthen conti-
nuity of care.

Under the protocol, mobile
health teams will screen chil-
dren in schools and anganwadi
centres for symptoms such as
frequent urination, excessive
thirst, fatigue and weight loss-
the "4Ts" warning signs. Sus-
pected cases will undergo imme-
diate blood glucose testing and
be referred to district NCD clin-
ics for confirmation and treat-

Delhi judge's death

New Delhi,
Agency: A day after
a 30-year-old judge
allegedly died by sui-
cide at his residence
in south Delhi's
Green Park, police
registered a case of
abetment on Sunday
following a com-
plaint from his father
alleging harassment
by the in-laws. Police
were tight-lipped on
whether anyone was
named in the FIR.

The deceased,
Aman Sharma, was
secretary of District

Karkardooma courts.
Police said Sharma's

relative  contacted
police around
1.45pm on Saturday
to report that the
judge had locked
himself in the bath-
room. A case of abet-
ment and criminal
conspiracy  under
BNS sections has

ment of childhood diabetes. It
and
school-based screening with dis-

integrates community-

non-communicable

diseases
such as diabetes, along with
mental health and behavioural

ment. The move comes amid
growing concern over diabetes
in younger populations.

Legal Services been registered at
Authority, = North Safdarjung Enclave
East District, at police station.

Mamata Banerjee vs Suvendu Adhikari: TMC leading in Bhabanipur in trends

.New Delhi,
Agency: All eyes are on
the high-stakes battle
between West Bengal
chief minister Mamata

Banerjee and the
assembly's opposition
leader Suvendu

Adhikari as counting of
votes take place on
Monday.

All India Trinamool
Congress (TMC) chief
Banerjee re-contested
from Bhabanipur seat,
which went to polls in

the second phase on -

April 29. Meanwhile,
Adhikari campaigned
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by 25,301 votes, while

the BJP secured
26,299 votes.
In 2021, TMC

retained Bhabanipur,
with Sovandeb Chat-
topadhyay defeating
BJP's Rudranil Ghosh
l by 28,719 votes. BJP's

vote share rose to
35.2%, signalling a
growing presence.

Banerjee later
returned to contest
the Bhabanipur
bypoll, winning by
58,835 votes and
securing her third
term as CM.

as Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) candidate for
both Nandigram and Bha-
banipur. Candidates repre-
senting BJP, TMC, CONG,
CPM, SUCI(C), BNARP,
IND are contesting in Bha-
banipur. According to
trends, Mamata is leading
from Bhabanipur but it

stays a close contest
between her and Adhikari.
- .

In 2021, Banerjee had
contested against Adhikari
in his home turf, Nandi-
gram. She lost to the BJP
leader by 1,956 votes. Now,
Adhikari takes on Banerjee
in Bhabanipur - the CM's
home constituency.

Bhabanipur has long
been a stronghold for
Banerjee. She has repre-
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sented the seat as an MLA
since 2011 and has not lost
an election there. After
becoming CM in 2011, she
secured a decisive bypoll
victory from Bhabanipur by
54,213 votes.

In 2016, her margin nar-
rowed as she defeated Con-
gress candidate Deepa Das-
munshi, backed by the Left,

The electorate in
Bhabanipur has also under-
gone changes, with 41,068
names removed from the
rolls, reducing the voter
base by around 20% to
about 1.6 lakh.

An analysis by Souptik
Halder, along with Ashin
Chakraborty and Sabir
Ahamed, found that 56.7%
of voters flagged under the

'under adjudication’ catego-
ry are Muslims, compared
to their 20% share in the
constituency's population
as per the 2011 Census.

Earlier findings had
shown Muslims accounted
for 22.7% of voters marked
as 'Absent, Shifted, or
Dead/Duplicate’ (ASDD),
with the 'unmapped' share
at around 26%, roughly in
line with their population
share. However, this rose
sharply to 52% in the 'logi-
cal  discrepancy' list.
According to Chakraborty,
despite Bhabanipur being a
mixed-community  con-
stituency, Muslims are dis-
proportionately represent-
ed among those under
scrutiny. Halder added that
booth-wise analysis of 2021
and 2024 data suggests that
if voters under adjudication
are unable to vote, the
TMC's winning margin
could drop significantly,
and in some booths even
disappear.



