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'Goons entered, beatmeup':

Mamata Banerjee's explosive
phone call poston Facebook

Kolkata, Agency:
TMC chief Mamata
Banerjee has sparked a
major political storm by
allegingthatherdefeatin
the high-stakes
Bhabanipur Assembly
seat was the result of a
"stolen mandate" and an
"unethical dirty game."

In a telephonic con-
versation shared by
Trinamool Congress MP
and senior Supreme Court
advocate Kalyan Banerjee,
the Mamata levelled serious
charges about the conduct of
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counting,
process was compromised
in the final rounds.
remaining rounds were in
Bhabanipur,

Jaishankarin Jamaica,
hails shared history

New Delhi, Agency:
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Monday under-
scored the enduring cultural and
historical ties between India and
Jamaica, describingtherelation-
ship as "a story written in runs,
written in respect, written in
friendship". The remark came as
Jaishankar joined Jamaican
Prime Minister Andrew Holness
to formally dedicate an electron-
ic scoreboard at Sabina Park, a
gift from India symbolising the
shared passion for cricket that
binds the two nations.

"May this scoreboard count
many great innings to come -
among them that of India-
Jamaica friendship," Jaishankar
said, invoking the sporting
metaphor to highlight the broad-
er partnership. The Jamaica leg
is part of Jaishankar's official
visit to the Caribbean region
from May 2 to 10, covering
Jamaica, Suriname and Trinidad
and Tobago. The Ministry of
External Affairs said the visit
aims to further deepen India's
engagement with the Caribbean
where countries share long-
standing links with India
through the Girmitiyalegacy.

Envoy Doraiswami

begins China stint

New Delhi, Agency: India's
newly appointed Ambassador to
China Vikram Doraiswami on
Monday commenced his diplo-
matic assignment by paying floral
tributesto Mahatma Gandhiatthe
Jintai Art Museum in Chaoyang
Park, Beijing. He was accompa-
nied by the museum's curator,
Yuan Xikun, during the visit.; The
Ambassador also paid homage to
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore at
the Indian Embassy, marking a
symbolic start to his tenure in
China. Doraiswami's appoint-
ment comesatasignificanttimein
India-China relations, with both
sides engaged in cautious efforts
to stabilise ties following years of
strain. A 1992-batch Indian
Foreign Service officer,
Doraiswami previously served as
India's High Commissioner to the
United Kingdom.

early lead of around 2,000
votes and consolidated her
position by the seventh
round, when her margin
surged to over 17,000 votes,
triggering celebrations
among TMC supporters.

However, the momentum
began to shift gradually. Her
lead narrowed to just over
4,000 votes by the 14th
round. In a dramatic twist,
with only a few rounds
remaining, BJP candidate
Suvendu Adhikari overtook
her, eventually winning the
seatby 15,105 votes.

totally our area. At that
moment, a few goons
entered the counting
" centre... they beat me up
and threw my agents
away with the help of
CRPF," Banerjee alleged
' in the conversation,
adding that she was not
even allowed inside the
counting hall at a crucial
stage. The Bhabanipur
contest turned into a
nail-biting thriller, with dra-
matic swings through all 20
rounds of  counting.
Banerjee began with an
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Issuesraisedin Aadhaar PIL need leg-
islative intervention, says SC

New Delhi, Agency: The Supreme Court on Monday
refused to entertain a PIL seeking directions to the Unique
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) to restrict
issuance of Aadhaar cards only to children up tothe ageof  ~ @
six years and to put in place stringent guidelines for its AADHAAR
issuance to adolescents and adults.

Noting that most of the issues raised in the PIL required changes in the legal
framework governing the issuance of Aadhaar, a Bench of Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi ordered it to be sent to the government
to consider it as a representation. "As may be seen from the nature of reliefs
(sought), most of these require legislative intervention and appropriate
amendments in the existing legal framework... Point out these issues to
Parliament and the government.

Illegal connections, pump
misuse trigger water cri-
sisin Glttlkhadan

Nagpur, Agency: A danger-
ous mix of illegal water connec-
tions, rampant use of pressure
pumps and leaking sewage
chambers has pushed large
parts of Gittikhadan into a full-
blown water crisis, with resi-
dents receiving foul, contami-
nated supply for over a week
amid collapsing pressure.

Localities including
Telangkhedi, Manavta Nagar,
Panchsheel Nagar, Azad Nagar
and Gondtoli are among worst-
hit. Residents say taps are run-
ning with "gutter-like" water,
while supply pressure is so poor
that even basic storage has
become a struggle.

Congress corporator Abhijeet
Jha, who inspected the area,
admitted that a faulty linkage
between a newly laid water line
and an existing sewer line led to
contamination. "There has been
a coordination failure. The
sewer line got connected to the
water line, allowing dirty water
toenter the system. Wearerecti-
fying it and expect improvement
intwo to three days," he said.

However, officials concede
the crisisis rooted in deeper sys-
temicfailures. The NMC's public
health engineering department
has flagged rampant illegal tap-
ping as a key reason behind both
contamination and pressure

loss. Unauthorised connections
have weakened pipelines, creat-
ing leak points where sewage
seeps into drinking water lines,
especially in stretches running
parallel to damaged sewer
chambers.

Orange City Water Limited
(OCWL)  deputy director
Praveen Sharan said the situa-
tion has worsened due to
unchecked use of illegal suction
or "tullu" pumps. "Because of
lack of police protection and
public cooperation, the use of
pressure pumps has increased
significantly. These pumps dis-
turb the pressure balance across
the network, and combined with
illegal tapping, they are severely
affecting supply," he said.

Centre tightens fire safety norms for hospi- Bookieallegedlyshotdeadby
tals mandates audits and evacuation plans Khalistanishootersin Canada

healthcare

facilities to

move aimed at preventing
deadly hospital fires, the Union
health ministry has issued
revised national guidelines
mandating  stricter  safety
checks, regular audits and clear

New Delhi, Agency: In a - l
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reassess preparedness, con-
duct audits and strengthen
response systems. The docu-
ment notes that hospitals are
particularly vulnerable due
to high oxygen use, complex
_electrical systems and immo-
bile patients, with electrical

-
‘ faults identified as a leading

evacuation protocols across — _

healthcare facilities. ~ H o B
The National Guidelines on

Fire and Life Safety in :

Healthcare Facilities (2026) lay
out a comprehensive framework
for how hospitals must prevent,
detect and respond to fire inci-
dents, with a strong focus on
patient safety-especially those in
ICUs and other critical care units
such as NICUs, PICUs and opera-
tion theatres who cannot evacu-
ate on their own.

The revised guidelines go
beyond earlier building-level

norms by introducing a hospital-
specific safety framework with
clear accountability, mandatory
risk audits and detailed evacua-
tion protocols for critical care
areas-gaps that were not uni-
formly addressed earlier.

The guidelines were released
alongside a nationwide push on
fire safety, with the Centre
observing Fire Safety Week from
May 4 to 10 and urging states and

cause of fires in healthcare

settings.
Under the new framework,
hospitals must carry out regular
fire risk assessments, maintain a
fire safety plan and conduct
annual fire and electrical safety
audits. Facilities are also
required to classify ICUs, NICUs,
PICUs, operation theatres, oxy-
gen storage areas and electrical
rooms as high-risk zones requir-
ing stricter monitoring.

gang links under probe

New Delhi,
Agency: A man was
fatally shot in the
lobby of a busy office
building in Surrey's
Newton  neighbor-
hood on Monday
afternoon, an incident
that authorities
believe was a targeted
execution.  Sources
said that the role of
pro-Khalistan shoot-
ers with Indian links
was being investigat-
ed. The deceased was
identified by his alias -
- Sam Canada -- and
was a bookie by pro-
fession.

Surrey police

responded to reports
of gunfire at 13049
76th Avenue, a com-
plex housing several
businessesincludinga
learning center and an
insurance company.
Upon arrival, officers
discovered a male vic-
tim suffering from
gunshot wounds;
despite  immediate
medical intervention,
he succumbed to his
injuries at the scene.

Pllots'bodyﬂags fuel cut rlsklnAlr IndlaAhmedabad crash probe

Mumbai, Agency: In a
development that could
impact the probe into the
June 12, 2025 Air India
crash at Ahmedabad that
killed 241 people, India's
largest pilots' body has
placed before the govt a spe-
cific, documented electrical
failure mechanism that can
cut off fuel to both engines of
aBoeing 787 simultaneously
without any action by the
pilots.

Federation of Indian
Pilots (FIP) has addressed a
technical letter, backed by
documentary proof, to PMO,
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Directorate General of Civil

Aviation, and Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau, requesting the
hypothesis be formally test-
ed by IIT Bombay,
Aeronautical Development
Agency, or Hindustan

Aeronautics Limited before
any conclusionis reached on
the cause of the accident.

The submission draws
entirely on Boeing's own
technical manuals, a relay

manufacturer's datasheet,
and safety investigation
reports filed by American
and Japanese aviation
authorities following a 2013
Boeing 787 battery fire.
"Media reports continue
to suggest pilot action (sui-
cide theory). However,
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International Civil Aviation
Organisation Annex 13
requires all credible techni-
cal causes be ruled out first.
This technical note suggests
a credible cause,”" said the
FIP letter. It stressed the
sequence of events it haslaid
out be treated as a "testable
hypothesis".

The sequence the FIP pro-
poses begins with a lithium-

ion battery failing inter-
nally during the take-off
roll. This type of failure
was documented in the
2013 Japan Airlines bat-
tery incidents at Boston
and Takamatsu. Such a
failure discharges enor-
mous current through the
aircraft's metal structure.
"The surge raises the volt-
age of what should be a
stable zero-volt ground
reference, creating electri-
cal disturbances that the
system reads as a loss of
power," said a senior com-
mander explaining the
FIP letter.

The aircraft's 'Battery
Power  Control  Unit'
responds  automatically,
deploying the Ram Air
Turbine (RAT), which is an
emergency power-supply-
ing windmill. "That deploy-
ment is the most critical part
of the argument as RAT
deployment places the air-
craft in 'Standby Operating

Mode'. This then closes two
contactors that connect the
commander's and co-pilot's
left and right instrument
buses through a shared
return path. It is through
this newly bridged circuit
that the voltage disturbance
reaches the fuel control
relays of both engines," he
said. Those relays are elec-
trical switches that stay in
whatever position they are
last set to, until something
moves them. The letteriden-
tifies the exact make and
model used in Boeing 787,
and the manufacturer's
instruction sheet warns that
if voltage runs through the
switch in the wrong direc-
tion, the switch can flip. A
battery fault creates that
wrong-direction  voltage
which can flip switches from
'RUN' to 'CUT OFF' . The
valves feeding fuel to the
engines slam shut, and both
engines starve simultane-
ously.



