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Original Sabarimala PIL should've
been binned: Spreme Court

New Delhi, Agency: A
nine-judge Supreme Court
bench led by CJI Surya
Kant on Tuesday said the
SC in 2006 should have
outrightly "thrown in the
dustbin' the original PIL
that led to quashing of
Sabarimala Ayyappa
Temple custom restricting
entry of women in the 10 to
50 age group. "All India
Young Lawyers
Association', which filed
the PIL in 2006 through its
president Naushad Alj,
narrated through senior
advocate RP Gupta how a
misconduct by the thantri

of Ayyappa temple led to
filing of the petition chal-
lenging the restriction.
The bench led by CJI
Kant said SC at best could
have ordered investiga-
tions into the misconduct
to bring the guilty to the
book. But based on news-

paper reports, the PIL
could not have been enter-
tained, it said.

The bench said, "SC had
entertained the PIL based
on 'such documents',
which should have been
thrown in the dustbin.
Locus standi was generat-

ed based on newspaper
reports. SC should have
ensured that action against
the offender is expedited
and nothing more."

The nine-judge bench
consists of CJI Kant,
Justices B V Nagarathna,
M M Sundresh,
Ahsanuddin Amanullah,
Aravind Kumar, Augustine
G Masih, Prasanna B
Varale, R Mahadevan and
Joymalya Bagchi. Justice
Kumar asked whether the
lawyers' body had passed a
resolution for filing the PIL
and whether it was a regis-
tered body.

Iron barrier falls, road
to Mamata Banerjee's
home open to pubhc

Kolkata, Agency:
Crown gone. Fortress laid
bare. Less than 24 hours
after BJP's Bengal sweep -
and shocking defeat of
Mamata Banerjee in bastion
Bhowanipore - a quieter, but -
equally symbolic, shift g
unfolded on the streets.

The elaborate security grid
that for years defined the
approach to Didi's home at 30B
Harish Chatterjee Street in
nearby Kalighat began to dis-
solve with striking speed. Along
Harish Chatterjee Street, near
Hazra crossing, metal scissor
barricades that once carved the
road into controlled corridors

passing by Didi's house today, I
couldn't believe my eyes. The
usual hustle and bustle were
missing. Then I saw bikes and
cars moving freely. As I drove
past Mamata's house, no one

questioned me," he
Narrow
Harish Chatterjee Street to
Kalighat Road - long sealed off

Donald Trump hails
PM Modi for 'historic,
decisive win'

New Delhi, Agency: US
President Donald Trump has
congratulated PM Modi on his
"historic" election victory, a
White House spokesman said
Tuesday, in an apparent take on
the recent round of assembly
polls that were headlined by
BJP's big win in West Bengal.

White House spokesman
Kush Desai spoke of Trump's
warm sentiments for Modi, not-
ing that the US president in
their phone call last month
expressed his admiration for
Modi and "how lucky India is to
have him as its leader".

"The President congratulates
PM Modi on this recent, his-
toric, and decisive election vic-
tory," Desai said. On Monday,
BJP ended the 15-year stint of
Mamata Banerjee.

Man linked to
Bishnoi network

shot in Canada

New Delhi,
Agency: A man
alleged to be the
"accountant" for
the  Lawrence
Bishnoi network
in Canada was
fatally shot in the
lobby of a busy
office building in Surrey's
Newton neighbourhood
Monday  afternoon.  The
deceased went by the alias of
'Sam Kaneda'. Sources said that
the role of pro-Khalistan shoot-
ers with Indian links was being
investigated in the murder
which the authorities believe
was a targeted execution.

Surrey police said they had
responded to reports of gunfire
at a complex housing several
businesses. Upon arrival, offi-
cers discovered a man's body
with multiple gunshot wounds.

Integrated Homicide
Investigation Team (IHIT) has
since taken over the case, not-
ing that while the motive
remains under investigation,
the shooting appears to be a
gang-related hit. Shortly after
the killing, a Facebook post by
Rohit Godara, a fugitive gang-
ster, claimed responsibility for

Congress paid for dragging Riniki, Zubeen
into politics: Himanta Biswa Sarma

Guwahati, Agency: Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Tuesday attributed Congress's rout to its
attempt to politicise singer Zubeen Garg's death,

arguing state chief Gaurav Gogoi tasted "crushing"
defeat for dragging his wife Riniki Bhuyan Sarma
into a passport controversy.

"No party should bring Bhupen Hazarika or Zubeen Garg into poll mani-
. Congress sought votes in Zubeen's name, as they did not have sup-

festos..

port. It was a cheap political tactic," he said.

On Gaurav's debut debacle on home turf, Jorhat, he blamed a news con-
ference where Khera accused Riniki of holding multiple passports and keep-
ing assets in foreign countries. "Usually, people of Assam don't like it if

someone from outside talks about their daughters.

In 82 Bengal seats: No 3 got more
votes than winner-loser margin

Kolkata, Agency: In at least
82 assembly seats in Bengal, the
candidate in the third position
secured more votes than the win-
ning margin, indicating that a
sharp vote split between the sec-
ond- and third-place holders
took the winning candidate past
the post.For example, Congress
Ranjan
Chowdhury lost the Behrampore

candidate Adhir
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were dragged aside and stacked
along the edges. The police per-
sonnel who regulated entry,
stopping residents and passers-
by for questioning, were con-
spicuously absent by morning.
For locals, the transforma-
tion was immediate, almost dis-
orienting.
down, answer questions and
carry Aadhaar cards. Relatives
had to take detours and we
often alerted the cops in
advance about their arrival,"
said a neighbour of Mamata.
Tarun Chatterjee, another
resident of the lane, rubbed his
eyes in disbelief. "When I was

"We had to slow

in the name of security - were
also reopened, restoring routes
that remained inaccessible for
years. "It was difficult for us to
enter our own homes because
of the high-profile security.
While we feel sad for our VVIP
resident, we are also relieved,"
said Sudip Karmakar, another
resident. Not far away, security
layers were peeled off outside
the home of Mamata's nephew
Abhishek Banerjee, who is TMC
general secretary and MP.
Police deployment was also
scaled down outside Abhishek's
office on Camac Street in cen-
tral Kolkata.

said.

alleys connecting

seat to BJP by 17,548 votes. The

Trinamool nominee, who came
secured 49,586 votes,
nearly three times the winning
margin, exemplifying how BJP
benefited from the split in votes
and
Trinamool. Several heavyweight
Trinamool candidates, too, lost
because of a similar vote split.
And, in most cases, CPM played

third,

between Congress

26,404 votes.

the spoilsport. For instance,
Chandrima Bhattacharya would
have most likely won Dum Dum
North for Trinamool had CPM
not fetched 38,428 votes to finish
third. BJP won the seat by

Aroop Biswas would have easi-
ly defeated BJP's Papiya Adhikari
in Tollyginge had CPM not taken

New

DCP

allegedly

)

away 30,335 votes. BJP managed
to win here by 6,013 votes.

ED issues lookout notice
against Kolkata DCP in

laundering case

Delhi,
Agency: ED has
issued a lookout cir-
cular against Kolkata
(Special
Branch) Shantanu
Sinha Biswas to stop
him from leaving the
country after
skipped
five summons in a
money laundering
case. Biswas is a for-

month. He was not
present at the time.
he The case is linked to
an alleged syndicate
involved in illegal
land deals and extor-
tion and led by
Biswajit Podder, an

Likewise, Trinamool lost mer officerin-charge lusi hi
Jadavpur to BJP by 27,716 votes. of Kalighat Police €Usive 1story-
CPM's Bikash Ranjan Station, the area in sheeter known }31‘5
Bhattacharya finished third here which CM Mamata Sona Pappu who
with 41,148 votes. In Cossipore- Banerjee's house is faces attempted
Belgachia, Trinamool's Atin located. murder  charges
Ghosh lost to BJP's Ritesh ED had searched among his many
Tiwary by 1,651 votes. Biswas's home last Cases.

From Nagpur to Stanford: RSS steps into global scrutiny zones

New Delhi, Agency:
When a senior RSS func-
tionary enters Stanford's
policy-tech circuit and
Washington's strategic
think-tank ecosystem -
spaces where it has long
faced scrutiny - the move
reads less as routine out-
reach and more as a cali-
brated attempt to contest a
global narrative.

That is the light in which
RSS general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale's tour
of US and Germany in
April, undertaken as Sangh
marks its centenary year,
needs to be seen. American
academic spaces, particu-
larly Ivy League ecosys-
tems, have produced some
of the sharpest critiques of
RSS and Hindutva. Against
this backdrop, Hosabale's
itinerary stood out: an
address at Stanford-linked
THRIVE 2026 in Silicon
Valley, policy engagement
at Hudson Institute on
April 23, interactions with

Indian diaspora and an
interview with NPR.
At Hudson Institute,

Hosabale directly
addressed the perception
battle. "This mis-propagan-
da has taken place for
decades. They have por-
trayed RSS as a Hindu
supremacist organisation,
as anti-minority, anti-
women," he said. In another
interaction, he said, "All
these years, RSS was work-
ing silently... now we
thought that it's better to
reach out. Our words

-

should also become the
message." The Stanford leg
- THRIVE 2026 - was
pitched differently, aimed
at a global technology and
academic audience. There,
Hosabale leaned into civili-
sational and ethical themes.
"We are all part of the same
source of energy... one plan-
et, one family, one shared
future," he said, calling for
science and technology to
be guided by ethical frame-
works.

The NPR interview, con-
ducted in Washington, car-

ried a more direct political
articulation. "We are not
establishing anew any
Hindu nation," he said.

The body of sustained
academic and student-led
criticism in the US of Sangh
and Hindutva is significant.
Columbia University-based
publication The
Morningside Post (March
24, 2021) described RSS-
linked networks as tied to
an "ethnofascist paramili-
tary group", a 2020 paper
in SAGE Journals (Sliding
from majoritarianism
toward fascism: Educating
India under the Modi
regime, Bhatty & Sundar)
characterised RSS as having
an "umbilical relationship”
with a "semi-fascist" ideo-
logical project aimed at
establishing a Hindu rash-
tra, while the 2021
Dismantling Global
Hindutva conference -
backed by multiple Ivy
League departments -
framed Hindutva as a polit-

ical ideology distinct from
Hinduism and warned of its
global implications, trigger-
ing pushback from Indian
groups.

Engaging with leading
German policy institutions
such as Stiftung
Wissenschaft und Politik,
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung

and members of the
Abgeordnetenhaus of
Berlin, Hosabale said,

"RSS's vision for the next
100 years is to contribute to
building sustainable soci-
eties at every level, from
families to societies and
environmental responsibili-
ty, grounded in shared uni-
versal values."

The outreach also signals
a shift in RSS's communica-
tion strategy. According to a
Sangh insider, "from an
organisation that historical-
ly relied on grassroots work
and limited global articula-
tion," it is now seeking to
"engage directly with inter-
national opinion-makers".



