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PM Modi gifts Banarasi silk, Buddha sculp-
ture, 'Namoh 108’ lotus to Vletnam President

New Delhi, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi presented a selection
of traditional Indian gifts,
including Banarasi silk
fabric, a brass Buddha
sculpture from Moradabad
and the specially devel-
oped 'Namoh 108’ lotus, to
Vietnam President To Lam
during his state visit, from
May 5-7. The gifts reflected
India's cultural heritage,
craftsmanship and spiritu-
al traditions, while also
highlighting links between
Indian and Vietnamese
aesthetics and philoso-
phies. Among the gifts was
the Namoh 108, a unique
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lotus variety developed by
the National Botanical

Research Institute in
Lucknow.

The flower has been spe-
cially engineered to pos-
sess exactly 108 petals-a
number considered sacred
across Hinduism,

Buddhism and Jainism.

The number is associated
with the beads on medita-
tion malas, sacred sites
and various spiritual tradi-
tions in Indian culture.
The name  'Namoh',
derived from Sanskrit, sig-
nifies salutation or obei-
sance.

Modi also presented a

brass sculpture depicting
Buddha seated in a medi-
tative posture beneath a
Bodhi tree. Crafted by arti-
sans from Moradabad in
Uttar Pradesh, the artwork
features intricate detailing
and traditional brasswork
associated with the city's
long-standing craft her-
itage. The Buddha is
shown in the Abhaya
Mudra, with the right hand
raised, symbolising fear-
lessness, reassurance and
protection, while the left
hand rests gently on the
lap holding a bowl, repre-
senting compassion and
spiritual nourishment.

To prepare for nuclear exigencies,
DRDO opens CBRN centre in Delhi

New Delhi, Agency: To

Justice Yashwant Varma

continues as HC judge

despite resignation

New Delhi, Agency:
President Droupadi Murmu does
not appear to have accepted the
resignation of Justice Yashwant
Varma who, faced with a removal
motion after discovery of wads of
unaccounted money in his official
residence in Delhi, had put in
papers nearly amonth ago.

His name figures at serial
number four of the list of judges
in HC official portal and is pre-
ceded by Justices M C Tripathi,
Arindam Sinha and Ranjan Roy.
This is because apparently
President Droupadi Murmu has
not yet accepted his resignation
from the post of HC judge.

In his resignation letter dated
Apr 9 addressed to the President,
Justice Varma had said, "While I
do not propose to burden your
august office with the reasons
which have constrained me to
submit this missive, it is with
deep anguish that I hereby tender
my resignation from the office of
the judge of Hon'ble High Court
of Judicature at Allahabad, with
immediate effect.”

enhance preparedness for radio- |

logical and nuclear exigencies,
Defence Research &
Development Organisation
(DRDO) on Wednesday opened
a chemical, biological, radiologi-
cal and nuclear (CBRN) field
training and demonstration cen-
tre at Burari plains in Delhi.

DMK-AIADMK alliance on cards? TVK's
Vijay scrambles for numbers: Tamil
Nadu CM suspense intensifies

New Delhi,
Agency: A fractured
mandate in Tamil Nadu
has triggered political |*
manoeuvring, with par-

ties exploring unlikely f

alliances as the race to
form the next govern-
ment appears to remain
wide open. This comes
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as actor-turned-politi-
cian Vijay's bid to become chief
minister hit a roadblock, as
governor Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar was reportedly uncon-
vinced that the Tamizhaga
Vettri Kazhagam had the num-
bers required to form a stable
government. After fighting the
assembly elections bitterly
against each other, the DMK
and the AIADMK are now
reportedly exploring ways to
prevent the TVK from forming
the government.

While no formal decision has
been taken, discussions within
both camps suggest the possi-
bility is being seriously exam-
ined. Reports of deliberations
between the two Dravidian
giants surfaced hours after the
Congress announced support to
the TVK. Neither the DMK nor
the AIADMK officially com-
mented on the reports.

together, the two parties would
still require support from
smaller parties to cross the
majority mark of 118 in the
234-member Tamil Nadu
assembly. Meanwhile, the
AIADMK shifted some of its
newly elected MLAs to neigh-
bouring Puducherry. Party
spokesperson Kovai Sathyan
confirmed that legislators had
been moved there, but did not
disclose the number of MLAs or
the reason behind the decision.
According to PTI sources, the
ATADMK was initially prepared
to extend unconditional sup-
port to the Vijay-led TVK to
help it form the government,
and discussions were underway
between the two sides.
However, after what sources
described as prolonged silence
from the TVK camp since
Wednesday afternoon, the

Inaugurated by DRDO chairman Samir V Kamat, the centre w111 be a unique
DRDO-CBRN-centre of excellence comprising state-of-the-art facilities.

The DMK won 59 seats while
the ATADMK secured 47. Even

AIADMK reportedly withdrew
the offer.

PM Modi, Jaishankar and other ministers change pro-

file pictures to mark 1 year of Operation Sindoor

New Delhi, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday updated
his official X profile picture
to commemorate the first
anniversary of "Operation
Sindoor." In a post on X, PM
Modi also said, "A year ago,
our armed forces displayed
unparalleled courage, preci-
sion and resolve during
#OperationSindoor.

They gave a fitting
response to those who dared
to attack innocent Indians at
Pahalgam. The entire nation
salutes our forces for their
valour." "Today, a year later,
we remain as steadfast as
ever in our resolve to defeat
terrorism and destroy its

added.

Several senior leaders,
including external affairs
minister S Jaishankar, Union
home minister Amit Shah,
MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal, foreign secretary
Vikram Misri, minister of
parliamentary affairs Kiren
Rijiju and BJP IT cell chief

Bhagwant Mann blames BJP for blasts, "Pakistan didn

enabling ecosystem,” he

party threatens legal action to oust CM

CHANDIGARH/NEW
DELHI, Agency: A political bat-
tle has erupted in Punjab over
back-to-back blasts in Jalandhar
and Amritsar, with BJP and SAD
criticising state govt over law and
order, and CM Bhagwant Mann
accusing BJP of trying to create
unrest "on the pattern of Bengal"
to win 2027 polls.

BJP turned to DGP Gaurav
Yadav's suggestion of Pakistani
spy agency ISI's involvement to
cause disruptions on Operation
Sindoor anniversary to assert the
Aam Aadmi Party neta was mak-
ing divisive statements .

"It is such an insensitive state-
ment," BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra said, highlighting the con-
tradiction between Mann's allega-
tion and Yadav's statement. BJP
state chief Sunil Jakhar warned
his party would pursue every legal
recourse to get "an irresponsible
Mann" removed. As Punjab woke
up to news of the blasts, Mann
said, "This is BJP's style of work-
ing ... to contest elections, they
create riots, carry out small blasts,
and divide peo- ple..." SAD chief
Sukhbir Singh Badal called for
Mann to resign, pointing there
had been three blasts in 10 days

Amit Malviya also updated
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their profile pictures. The
updated profile pictures
prominently  referenced
"Operation Sindoor," sig-
nalling remembrance of the
operation and its signifi-
cance for India. Meanwhile,
defence minister Rajnath
Singh paid tribute to the val-
our and sacrifices of the

Indian armed forces.

Cybercrime cases up 18%, fraud
emerges blggest motlve

New Delhi, Agency:
Cases of cybercrime
jumped by nearly 18%
from 86,420 in 2023 to
1,01,028 in 2024, with
fraud emerging as the
biggest motive, the NCRB
report has revealed.

According to the report,
73,987 cases of fraud -
including financial frauds,
computer-related offences
and cheating - were regis-
tered across the country
during the year, followed
by cases related to sexual
exploitation (3,190),
extortion (2,488), causing
disrepute (2,231) and per-
sonal revenge (1,850).
Over 15,300 cases were
marked under the 'others'

category. Women were the
victims in over 18,600
cases and in 1,753 cases
the victims were minors.
Telangana saw the high-
est number of such cases
(27,230), marking a spike
of nearly 50% over previ-
ous year, when 18,236
cyber offences were
recorded in the state.
More than 70 cases per
one lakh population were
recorded in Telangana.

't get isolated as it

had been after Mumbai attack'

Congress'jibe at government on one year of Operation Sindoor"

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress on Thursday tar-
geted the government over
the handling and aftermath
of Operation Sindoor, claim-
ing that despite India's
diplomatic outreach after
the military action, Pakistan
was not isolated globally as
it had been after the 2008
Mumbai terror attack.

Taking to X, Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam
Ramesh also launched a
sharp critique of the govern-
ment's handling of the mili-
tary operation and its diplo-
matic aftermath.

"As we celebrate the first
anniversary of the launch of
Operation Sindoor and
salute the achievements of
our armed forces, it would
be useful to recall the follow-
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ing: The first announcement
of the cease fire that halted
Operation Sindoor unex-
pectedly was made at 5:37
PM IST on May 10 2025 by
the US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio who claimed
that it was intervention by
President Trump that had

made this  possible,"
Ramesh said on X
"Subsequently, the US

President has repeated this
claim over a hundred times

in different countries with-
out ever having been refuted
even once by his good friend
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi," he added.

Ramesh also referred to
statements made by senior
military officials after the
operation. He said Chief of
Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan, speaking in
Singapore on May 30, 2025,
had stated that India suf-
fered initial losses because

of tactical errors but later
carried out precision strikes
deep inside Pakistan after
reviewing and correcting
those mistakes. He further
recalled that on June 10,
2025, at a seminar in
Jakarta, the Defence Attache
at the Indian embassy in
Indonesia acknowledged
that India had lost aircraft
on May 7, 2025 due to con-
straints imposed by the
political leadership.
Referring to another state-
ment, Ramesh said Deputy
Chief of Army Staff Lt
General Rahul Singh had, on
July 4, 2025, highlighted
China's deep involvement in
Pakistan's response to
Operation Sindoor through
equipment, ammunition,
satellite imagery and real-
time targeting support.



