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India to Provide Concessional Credit for Suriname's
Development and Strategic Sectors: Jaishankar

New Delhi, During his two-day
official visit to Suriname, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar empha-
sized enhancing cooperation between
the two nations across various sectors,
including defense, health, energy,
agriculture, technology, and infra-
structure. He also offered to provide
concessional credit (Line of Credit)
from India for Suriname's develop-
ment and strategic sectors.According
to the Ministry of External Affairs,
Minister Jaishankar visited Suriname
from May 6 to 7. During this visit, the
Oth session of the India-Suriname
Joint Commission Meeting (JCM)
was held, co-chaired by Minister

further strengthen cooperation in vari-
ous fields.During the visit, Minister
Jaishankar met with the President of
Suriname, Jennifer Geerlings-Simons,
and conveyed greetings on behalf of

National Assembly, Ashwin Adhin,
and underscored the importance of
parliamentary exchanges between the
two democratic nations.The External

Affairs Minister dedicated to

tion potential of agro-based industries.
Additionally, he highlighted the
potential for new 'Quick Impact
Projects.'Minister Jaishankar paid
tribute at the statue of Mahatma
Gandhi in Paramaribo and visited the
'Baba and Mai' monument to pay
homage to the first Indians who
arrived in Suriname. He also paid trib-
ute at the 'Martyrs' Memorial of
Mariénburg' and visited the Lalla
Rookh Museum, which is regarded as
a prominent center for the cultural her-
itage of the Hindustani
community.During the visit, a week-
long exhibition at the National
Archives, focusing on the history of

Deliberations on Investment and Business
Reforms in Bihar; Directives Issued to
Implement 'Deregulation 2.0' in Mission Mode

Patna: A high-level review meeting was

held on Friday at the Main Secretariat con-
ference hall in Patna, jointly chaired by K.K.

Facility Management (TFM) model for the

better management of government assets.

During the meeting, K.K. Pathak instruct-

Jaishankar and Suriname's Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Melvin W.J. Bouva.
During the meeting, both countries
undertook a comprehensive review of
their bilateral relations and agreed to

India. He stated that India and
Suriname are committed to realizing
the full potential of their historic and
close ties. Minister Jaishankar also
met with the Speaker of Suriname's

BJP's Stance on Government
Formation in Tamil Nadu is
Clear: No Support for Any
Party - Nainar Nagendran

Chennai: Amidst the prevailing political landscape in Tamil
Nadu, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has made it clear that, for
the time being, it is not extending support to any political party
in the state. BIP State President Nainar Nagendran stated on
Friday that the party has neither offered its support to any other
party, nor has any party sought the BJP's support. He added that
the BJP currently remains neutral in the state's power equations
and respects the mandate delivered by the public.Earlier, a party
teview meeting was held at 'Kamalalayam'—the BIP's headquar-
ters located in Chennai. All 27 candidates who contested the
Tamil Nadu Assembly elections on a BJP ticket participated in
the meeting. Following the meeting, Vanathi Srinivasan, State
President of the BJP Mahila Morcha (Women's Wing), interacted
with journalists and provided details regarding the review of the
election results and the party's overall performance.She stated
that the BJP accepts the public mandate with the utmost serious-
ness. While no single party in the state has secured a clear major-
ity, the Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam (TVK) is actively engaged in
efforts to form the government.Vanathi Stinivasan observed that
the electorate has given opportunities to various parties, includ-
ing the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK), and the Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK). Consequently, she noted, it would be
inappropriate to claim that the mandate has swung entirely in
favor of any single political party.She emphasized that the BIP
does not base its politics solely on the binary of victory and
defeat; rather, the party remains committed to working continu-
ously among the people. She further added that a majority of the
voters have extended their support to the Tamizhaga Vetri
Kazhagam, and the Governor will take a decision in accordance
with the Constitution.Vanathi Srinivasan also made sharp
temarks regarding the relationship between the Congress and the
DMK. She alleged that it was the DMK-led movement that
breathed new political life into the Congress party in Tamil Nadu;
yet, the Congress subsequently betrayed that very same DMK.
She asserted that the political agenda of Congress leaders is con-
fined solely to the pursuit of power and political office. When
journalists asked what role the BIP would play if the DMK and
AIADMK were to attempt to form a government together,
Vanathi Srinivasan stated that the BIP is a national party, and in
such matters, the final decision would be taken by the party's
national leadership.She further informed that the Governor has
sought clear details from the Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam regard-
ing the number of legislators supporting them, and the subse-
quent constitutional process s proceeding on that very basis.BIP
State President Nainar Nagendran acknowledged that the BIP
secured victory in only one seat in the Assembly elections, but
emphasized that the party is not disheartened by this outcome. He

Seven Dead in Bihar Due to Storms
and Lightning Strikes

Patna Agency: Seven people lost their lives in various districts of Bihar following storms and lightning
strikes that occurred late Friday evening. Chief Minister Samrat Chaudhary has expressed deep condolences
over the deaths caused by these incidents across the state: one each in Bhojpur, Patna, Samastipur, and East
Champaran due to lightning strikes; and two in Patna and one in Vaishali, who were crushed by falling trees

amidst storms and heavy rainfall.

The Chief Minister stated that he stands in solidarity with the affected families during this hour of calami-
ty. He has directed that an ex-gratia grant of ?4 lakh each be provided to the next of kin of the deceased. The
Chief Minister has appealed to the public to exercise extreme caution during adverse weather conditions. He
urged people to strictly adhere to the advisories issued periodically by the Disaster Management Department
whenever the weather turns inclement. He advised everyone to stay indoors and remain safe during bad
weather. These include dedicated radiological and nuclear test bed facility and heavy ion research facility,
along with emergency medical response and real-time field response units. A radiological and nuclear test bed
facility provides a specialised, controlled environment to test, validate and demonstrate technologies related

Suriname a 'Passion Fruit Processing
Facility' project,
Indian grant assistance and technical
support. He noted that this project
would help enhance the value-addi-

established with

to nuclear energy, radiation detection and hazardous material management.

Rajasthan ATS Takes Major Action: Suspect Identified
for Spreading Pro-Khalistan and Pro-Pakistan Content

Jaipur: In a special operation targeting
individuals disseminating anti-national
and separatist material on social media
platforms, the Rajasthan ATS has identi-
fied a suspect from Punjab and initiated
legal  proceedings against  him.
Preliminary investigations revealed the
presence of pro-Khalistan and pro-
Pakistan posts, videos, and comments on
the accused's social media accounts.

Dinesh MN, Additional Director
General of Police (ATS, AGTF, and
ANTF), stated on Friday that this opera-
tion was executed by the ATS Social
Media Monitoring Wing under the super-
vision of Inspector General of Police
Rajesh Singh. The case came to light dur-
ing the monitoring of suspicious activities
led by Police Inspector Nisha Chawariya,
the officer-in-charge of the Social Media
Wing. Following the initial inquiry, the
ATS dispatched a team led by Additional
Superintendent of Police Surendra Singh
to Punjab. There, through interrogation
and digital forensic analysis, it was
revealed that the suspect—identified as

Gurwinder Singh—had audio clips,
videos, posts, chat logs, and comments
supporting pro-Khalistan and pro-
Pakistan ideologies on his social media
accounts.

Evidence found on the accused's
Facebook Messenger included conversa-
tions with suspicious individuals and
members of the banned terrorist organiza-
tion, The Resistance Front (TRF).
Furthermore, chat logs and voice notes
were recovered in which he discussed
procuring AK-47 rifles and grenades from
these individuals to carry out bomb blasts.
It was also discovered that the suspect had
recorded a video of a restricted area—
specifically a BSF outpost—using his
mobile phone and shared it with his han-
dlers based in Pakistan. Additionally, the
suspect was found to be consistently shar-
ing videos supporting the Khalistan cause,
featuring Gurpatwant Singh Pannu, the
chief of the terrorist organization Sikhs for
Justice (SFJ). The investigation has estab-
lished that he maintained contacts with
separatist individuals and organizations,

Indian migrants, was also inaugurated.
Addressing the Indian community,
Jaishankar stated that India would
remain a trusted partner in Suriname's
development and prosperity.

Pathak, Special Secretary to the Union
Cabinet Secretariat, and Pratyaya Amrit,
Chief Secretary of Bihar. During the meet-
ing, a detailed review of 'Deregulation 1.0
and 2.0" was conducted with the objective of
boosting investment in the state, improving
the ease of doing business, and repealing
archaic and irrelevant laws.

During the meeting, Special Secretary
K.K. Pathak directed all departments to
reduce unnecessary compliance burdens
within their respective domains and to expe-
ditiously complete the reforms identified
under 'Deregulation 2.0' on a priority basis.

During the session, a detailed discussion
also took place regarding the incorporation
of the new standards of the National
Building Code on Sustainability (NBCS)
2026 into the state's building bye-laws, with
the aim of ensuring safety and sustainability
in infrastructure development.

Directives were issued to rationalize
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) norms to modernize
and enhance the effectiveness of urban plan-
ning in the state, and to adopt the Total

ed officials to compile a list of all such rules,
returns, and registers that could be eliminat-
ed. He emphasized that every unnecessary
regulation acts as an impediment to invest-
ment and industrial growth.

He directed that all pending tasks under
'Deregulation  2.0'
uploaded to the portal within the next 15
working days. He explicitly stated that no
form of negligence or laxity in executing this
task would be tolerated.

The Special Secretary further directed
that the process of replacing harsh provision-
ssuch as imprisonment for minor technical
lapses under business laws with monetary
penalties be expedited. Furthermore, if a
reform involves more than one department,
the Cabinet Secretariat should assume a
coordinating role to ensure that there are no
delays in the disposal of files.

He directed that all departmental nodal
officers submit their progress reports to the
Cabinet Secretariat every Friday, which will
be reviewed directly by the Office of the
Chief Secretary.

be completed and

and possessed material related to the plan-
ning of terrorist incidents within the coun-
try.

Acting on intelligence provided by the
Rajasthan ATS, a case has been registered
against the suspect—Gurwinder Singh, a
resident of Punjab—at the Sadar Patti
Police Station in the Tarn Taran district of
Punjab. The case has been filed under rel-
evant sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (Indian Justice Code) and the IT
Act. The investigation into the matter is
ongoing, and agencies are conducting a
thorough probe into his network and
potential accomplices.

Sheikh Hasina Congratulates
Suvendu Adhlkarl

Kolkata/Dhaka: Following the
Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) victory
in the 2026 West Bengal Legislative
Assembly elections, a wave of con-
gratulations continues to pour in.
Former  Prime  Minister  of
Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina, has also
extended her best wishes on this tri-
umph.

In a statement issued by the
Awami League, it was noted that
Sheikh Hasina specifically congratu-
lated Suvendu Adhikari on his victo-
ry. Furthermore, she conveyed her
wishes for the prosperity and well-
being of the people of West Bengal
and the entire nation of India.

According to political analysts,
this victory is being viewed as a har-
binger of a major shift in the state's
politics. With Suvendu Adhikari
being elected as the leader of the leg-
islative party—thereby becoming the
Chief Minister-designate—the Purba
Medinipur region has once again
scripted history.

It is noteworthy that prior to this,
Ajoy Kumar Mukherjee had served
as the Chief Minister of the United
Front government in 1967 and 1971.
Subsequently, for nearly five and a

half decades, no individual from
Medinipur held the office of Chief
Minister. Following his victory over
Mamata Banerjee in the 2026 elec-
tions and his subsequent selection for
the Chief Minister's post, an atmos-
phere of jubilation prevails across the
entire region, including Nandigram.
This development is also being inter-
preted as the "restoration of lost pres-
tige" within the political landscape of
West Bengal.

Commanders of All Three Services Hold Intensive
Deliberations on Cyber and Space Wartare in J alpur

New Delhi: Commanders from all
three branches of the armed forces gath-
ered in Jaipur to discuss future cyber and
space  warfare. ~ The  two-day
Commanders' Conference, hosted under
the aegis of the Army's South Western
Command, focused on advancing the
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-Reliant India)
initiative through innovation, indigeniza-
tion, and civil-military fusion. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh urged the com-
manders to cultivate an 'element of sur-

* Defence
Minister Rajnath
Singh Participates
on the Final Day of
the Two-Day
Commanders'
Conference
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prise' against the nation's adversaries,
thereby enabling them to secure a strate-
gic advantage in any given situation.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh par-
ticipated on Friday—the final day—of
the two-day conference held in Jaipur on
the theme Military Capabilities in New
Domains.' Arriving in Jaipur to mark the
first anniversary of 'Operation Sindoor,
the Defence Minister released a docu-
mentary film on the operation during the
first day of the conference. He also
released 'Vision 2047, as well as the Joint
Doctrine for Integrated Communication
Architecture and Air Defence.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
exhorted the commanders of the three
services to remain prepared for the future
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by drawing lessons from 'Operation
Sindoor' and the prevailing global securi-
ty landscape. He characterized 'Operation
Sindoor' as a short-duration, deep-pene-
tration, high-intensity, and high-impact
operation that demonstrated India's capa-
bility to compel its adversary to surren-
der. He stated that this operation served as
a showcase of India's growing capabili-
ties and a symbol of new military ethos.
The Defence Minister emphasized the
imperative of maintaining readiness
amidst the rapidly evolving geopolitical
security scenario.

Highlighting the transformative
impact of emerging technologies, he
underscored the critical importance of
ensuring the nation's comprehensive

readiness across all facets of conflict.
Rajnath Singh commended the progress
achieved in enhancing jointness, integra-
tion, and technology adoption across the
three services. He asserted that jointness
constitutes a pivotal element amidst the
significant transformations currently
sweeping across the global defence sec-
tor. He stated that future wars would be

won not merely through weaponry, but
through innovative thinking and superior
coordination. He urged everyone to
remain vigilant agamst the enemy's "ele-
ment of surprise” and to always stay two
steps ahead. He reiterated the commit-
ment to enhancing the capabilities of the
defense forces through the provision of
advanced weapons and platforms. He
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added that special emphasis is being
placed on research within specific
domains.

The event was attended by Chief of
Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan,
Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh
Kumar Tripathi, Chief of Army Staff
General Upendra Dwivedi, Chief of Air
Staff Air Chief Marshal AP Singh,

Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh,
Secretary of the Department of Defence
Research and Development and
Chairman of DRDO Dr. Samir V. Kamat,
Secretary (Defence Production) Sanjiv
Kumar, Secretary (Ex-Servicemen
Welfare) Sukriti Likhi, Secretary
(Defence Finance) Vishwajit Sahay, and
other senior civilian and military officials.



