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Times have changed, premarital sex not moral turpitude, says Supreme Court

New Delhi, Agency: Citing
the changing times and acknowl-
edging the reality that premarital
sex has become common, the
Supreme Court has said that being
in such a relationship cannot be
termed as moral turpitude to draw
adverse inferences about a per-
son's character. The authorities
must keep in mind this reality and
not initiate punitive action on
such grounds, it held.

A bench of Justices Manoj
Misra and Manmohan came to the
rescue of an aspiring police offi-
cial whose provisional selection
in the force was cancelled on the
ground that he had been in a phys-
ical relationship with a girl, and
she had later filed a complaint
against him. Though the girl had
reached a compromise with him
and the matter got settled in Lok
Adalat, the Telangana govt said
the man stood disqualified as he
was involved in an offence
involving  moral turpitude.
Telangana HC also ruled against
him, saying he was indicted for an
offence involving moral turpi-
tude, and the compounding of the
offence (compromise) did not
amount to a clean acquittal.

Several Indian workers
killed in road accident in
Dubai: Officials

Rejecting the plea of the state
government and also the HC's
findings, the SC quashed the gov-
ernment's decision and paved the
way for the man's recruitment in
the force. The court made it clear
that engaging in premarital sex
could not be a reason to bar the
petitioner from the force. It point-
ed out that the victim herself had
decided not to step into the wit-
ness box to depose against him.

"Besides, authorities would
have to be sensitive to the chang-
ing times in the context of pre-
marital relationships. Such pre-
marital relationships are common
today.

Moreover, a physical rela-
tionship between two consenting
unmarried adults cannot and
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should not by itself be a ground to
draw an adverse impression about
the character of the person in that
relationship. There is no law
which prohibits two consenting
unmarried adults from having a
relationship of their choice" the
bench said.

It highlighted that in a rela-
tionship which spans a consider-
able period, the court has time
and again quashed criminal pro-
ceedings initiated by one party
against the other on the ground
that the victim was lured into a
physical relationship under a false
promise of marriage, because
there would be a presumption that
such a relationship was based on
valid consent.

In this case, the petitioner had

truthfully revealed that a case had
been registered against him and
also told the authority that the
case was amicably settled in the
Lok Adalat. He said that he had
been in a consensual relationship,
which did not result in marriage,
and a case was registered after he
married another girl.

The state, however, said
police are a disciplined force and
"the slightest doubt about the
character of a candidate emanat-
ing from his past antecedents can
be the basis to deny appoint-
ment".

Rejecting the state govt's
stand, SC said, "Whether the
prosecutrix was deceived into
entering a relationship, the pros-
ecutrix alone could have dis-
closed. The public at large cannot
tell whether she was deceived by
the appellant. In such circum-
stances, when the prosecutrix
chose not to pursue and had led
no evidence, rather had expressed
her consent to compound the
case, there was no occasion for
the respondents (state and others)
to read between the lines and
draw an adverse inference regard-
ing the character of the appellant.

TMC vs TMC intensifies: Mamata camp brands rebel
MPs 'traitors'; Kakoli Ghosh says 'jhukega nahi

New Delhi, Agency: Trinamool Congress MP Kalyan Banerjee on
Tuesday launched a fierce attack on the rebel faction led by Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar, describing its members as "desperate" and accusing them of betray-
ing party supremo Mamata Banerjee. He also targeted the BJP, alleging that
it was attempting to weaken the Mamata Banerjee-led party. Addressing a
presser, Kalyan Banerjee asserted that the rebel camp lacks the numbers
needed to comfortably overcome the provisions of the anti-defection law. He
further branded the dissidents as "gaddar" and accused them of being "des-
perate for power. His remarks came after rebel TMC leader Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar delivered a defiant response to the party leadership. "Mera sar katega lekin jhukega
Maine bohot seh liya. I did not come here after Mamata Banerjee became chief minister in
2011; I have been fighting here for 40 years. And as |
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said, the words of such people have

absolutely no effect on me. She also sought to frame the rebellion as a larger cause beyond party

politics. "We will find out what happens later. For now, isn't it enough that we want to work for

CEA coins 'ease of living' agenda to
determine strength of panchayats

New Delhi, Agency: Chief
Economic Advisor (CEA) V Anantha
Nageswaran on Monday said the 'Ease
of Living' agenda was the ground-level
counterpart of 'Ease of Doing Business'
that could only be determined by how
well-equipped and capable panchayats
were.He also bated for the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) conducting
performance audits on the implementa-
tion of the 73rd Amendment across all
states to evaluate functional, financial,
and administrative devolution to
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs).

The official was speaking after
releasing the Report of the Committee
on Datasets for State Finance
Commissions.

"It is time we advocate 'Ease of
Living' agenda, which is the ground-
level counterpart of 'Ease of Doing
Business', about which we often speak
about in policy circles. If we want to
know India's actual economic potential,
we need to look beyond the GDP num-
bers," he said.

"A large population of the country
lives in rural areas where the quality of
roads, houses, schools, hospitals as well
sanitation facilities determine not only
the well-being of its populace but also
their productivity. Their children are
their human capital, ultimately reflect-
ing the trajectory of India's development
itself," he added.

Nageswaran noted that weak and
fragmented data systems at the gram
panchayat-level have left State Finance
Commission (SFC) reports too weak to
guide recommendations, with the 16th
Finance Commission unable to rely on
them while framing its recommenda-
tions.

Finance Commission transfers to
rural local bodies form a key part of
India's fiscal decentralisation frame-

work, helping fund basic services such
as drinking water, roads, sanitation and
anganwadis in villages.

The CEA emphasised that the qual-
ity of decisions on resource allocation
was directly determined by the quality
of data and analysis available, and
described the report as an important
step towards strengthening the informa-
tion architecture for local governance.

Panchayat Secretary Vivek
Bharadwaj emphasised upon the need
for greater coordination between the
State Finance Commissions (SFCs) and
Central Finance Commissions.

He stated that reliable and accessi-
ble data was fundamental to improving
the quality and timeliness of SFC rec-
ommendations.

"Strengthening the data ecosystem
for local governments will enable evi-
dence-based decision-making and
enhance the effectiveness of fiscal devo-
lution to Panchayati Raj institutions," he
said.

Bharadwaj highlighted two key out-
comes of the ministry's sustained
engagement with the 16th Finance
Commission.

He said, "Recognising the gover-
nance needs of India's rapidly expand-
ing peri-urban areas, the commission
has proposed an Urbanisation Premium
of Rs 10,000 crore to support local bod-
ies managing the transition of census

New Delhi, Agency: Several Indian
workers were killed on Monday when a
minibus collided with a truck that had
stopped in the middle of a road in Dubai,
the authorities said.

"Deeply saddened by the tragic road
accident in Dubai that claimed the lives of
several Indian workers," the Indian
Consulate in Dubai said in a post on X.
The mission said that it is working close-
ly with local authorities to provide all
possible assistance and support. Brigadier
Juma Salem bin Suwaidan, Director of
the General Department of Traffic at
Dubai Police, said that preliminary inves-
tigations showed the truck had stopped
suddenly in the middle of the Emirates
Road due to a technical fault.

"The bus driver, who allegedly failed
to pay attention and keep a safe distance,
then rammed into the truck from behind,"
he said in a statement.

"The accident resulted in seven fatali-
ties and nine injuries, including five seri-
ous and four moderate injuries. All
injured were transported to the hospital,”
he added.

The officials from the Indian mission
visited the hospital and met the injured
Indians.

"Our heartfelt condolences and
prayers are with the grieving families
during this difficult time," the mission
said.Brigadier Juma Salem said that
experts from the Traffic Accident
Investigation Section were dispatched to
the scene to inspect and gather precise
evidence to determine the exact causes of
the crash.

Piyush Goyal hails

Bengal, for the country, and to keep India secure? This is a crucial issue.

India a partner, not rival
China calls for stronger ties

New Delhi, Agency: China on
Monday described India as a "coop-
eration partner, not a competition
rival" and said the two countries
should view each other's rise as an
opportunity rather than a threat,
even as it voiced support for
stronger engagement among China,
India and Russia.

Responding to remarks by
Russian President Vladimir Putin
that India and China were working
to resolve outstanding issues,
including the boundary dispute,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian said main-
taining stable ties among the three
major Eurasian powers was in their
collective interest and beneficial for
global stability.

"China, Russia and India are all
emerging economies. Maintaining
sound relations is not only in the
respective interests of the three
countries but also conducive to

export of Assam's

GI-tagged Tezpur litchis to Duba1

New Delhi, Agency: Union Minister
Piyush Goyal has welcomed the export of
Assam's Geographical Indication (GI)-
tagged Tezpur litchis to international mar-
kets, saying the move would help farmers
secure better returns and open new
avenues for agricultural products from
Northeast India.

In a post on X, Goyal said, "Assam's
renowned Gl-tagged Tezpur litchi is now
spreading its sweetness in foreign markets.
With the support of APEDA, the first
export shipment of Tezpur litchi has
departed for Dubai. This step will give the
region's litchi global recognition, provide
farmers with better prices, and create new
opportunities for agricultural products
from Northeast India."

The export coincided with the cente-
nary celebrations of litchi cultivation in
Tezpur, which commenced on Sunday. The
two-day Tezpur Litchi Festival 2026,
organised by the Sonitpur district adminis-
tration, recently concluded at the District
Library in Tezpur, highlighting the centu-
ry-long legacy of the GI-tagged fruit.

This year's Bombay variety of Tezpur
litchi was sold at prices ranging from Rs
40 to Rs 50 each, with total sales at the fes-
tival venue exceeding Rs 4 lakh in a single
day.

The history of litchi cultivation in
Tezpur dates back to 1923, when
Padmanath Gohain Baruah, the first presi-
dent of the Assam Sahitya Sabha and the

first Assamese chairman of the Tezpur
Municipality, established litchi orchards as
part of a pond restoration scheme. This ini-
tiative laid the foundation for the region's
century-old litchi-growing tradition.

During the festival, one tonne of vari-
ous litchi varieties was exported to Dubai,
while approximately 600 kg were shipped
to Singapore.

Sonitpur District Commissioner Anand
Kumar Das inaugurated the consignments
in the presence of Tezpur MLA Prithviraj
Rabha, District Agriculture Officer
Pradeep Kumar  Talukdar, Sadar
Agriculture Officer Zakir Hussain and
other dignitaries.

The Tezpur Litchi Festival opened on 6
June with export announcements for Dubai
and Singapore. The event underscored
efforts to expand markets, promote pro-
cessing and strengthen the GI-tagged
fruit's profile.

regional and global peace, security,
stability and prosperity," Lin said.

In a significant articulation of

Beijing's current approach towards
New Delhi,
along the India-China border was
"generally stable" and that commu-
nication channels between the two
sides remained smooth.

Lin said the situation

"China and India need to have

the right strategic perception that the
two countries are cooperation part-
ners, not competition rivals, and are
opportunities, not threat, for each
other's development," he said.

The spokesperson said both

countries should handle bilateral ties
from a long-term strategic perspec-
tive, deepen mutual trust, expand
cooperation and properly manage
differences to ensure the steady
development of relations.

The remarks come amid a grad-
ual improvement in India-China ties
following efforts by both sides to
stabilise the relationship after the
prolonged military standoff along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
eastern Ladakh.

On India-Pakistan relations, Lin
reiterated Beijing's longstanding
position, saying China supported the
two countries in resolving differ-
ences through dialogue and consul-
tation and in jointly maintaining
regional peace and stability.
Separately, Chinese Ambassador to
India Xu Feihong voiced support for
dialogue between India and
Pakistan, saying the two neighbours
should work towards resolving their
differences through consultation.

towns into urban entities."

UP cops prevent suicide in 8 minutes
after Meta alert over Instagram post

New Delhl, Agency: A 25-
year-old man's life was saved after
Meerut Police acted on a suicide
alert received from Meta following
an Instagram post, reaching him
within eight minutes and getting
him admitted to a hospital, officials
said.

The incident came to light
under the coordination mechanism
between the Uttar Pradesh Police
and Meta, which flags posts indi-
cating possible self-harm and
shares alerts with authorities.

According to a police state-
ment issued on Monday, the youth,
a resident of Sardhana area in
Meerut, had posted a video on
Instagram on June 7 in which he
appeared to be consuming a white-
coloured liquid. The video carried
the message, "Ab tum khush rehna
apni life mein (Now you stay
happy in your life)".

Police said Meta sent a suicide
alert regarding the post to the
Social Media Centre at the police
headquarters at 6.53 pm. Acting on
the directions of the Director
General of Police, the centre
immediately informed Meerut

Police based on the available

mobile number and location
details.

Under the supervision of the
Senior Superintendent of Police,
Sardhana police reached the
youth's residence and found his
condition critical.

A bottle containing a suspect-
ed liquid substance was also found
near him, officials said.

Police personnel, with the help
of family members, rushed him to
a nearby hospital where his condi-
tion improved after treatment.

During questioning, the youth
said he was under stress and
depression following the end of a
relationship, which led him to
attempt the extreme step.

Police said counselling was
provided to the youth and his fam-
ily members and necessary guid-
ance was given.

ED busts Cabodia-linked SIM racket; 5,300 cards used to dupe Indians

New Delhi,

(ED) probe.

Agency: Analysis of
around 2.3 lakh numbers have showed that
about 36,000 SIM cards were active in
Cambodia, out of which nearly 5,300 were
involved in committing cyberfrauds across
India to the tune of hundreds of crores,
according to an Enforcement Directorate

The ED had conducted search opera-
tions at seven premises across Kishangarh
(Ajmer), Nagaur and Jodhpur in Rajasthan

national.

and Ludhiana (Punjab) on June 5 under the
provisions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002, in connec-
tion with a cyberfraud by a Malaysian

It is alleged that Indian mobile num-
bers were fraudulently activated by the

point of sale (POS) vendors and supplied

to the accused, who subsequently operated
from Cambodia for committing cyber-
frauds in India.

Trinamool implodes, 20 LS MPs look to join NDA

New Delhi, Agency: An
embattled Mamata Banerjee stood
further cornered on Monday as the
Trinamool Congress appeared to
be headed for a split in Parliament
after the rebel camp claimed 20
Lok Sabha MPs will break away
and support the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance in the Lower
House.

Leader of the dissident camp
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, a four-term
MP from Barasat, said "20 MPs
will write to Speaker Om Birla
expressing a desire to be part of the
NDA". This could mean either a
merger with the BJP parliamentary
party along the lines of Aam Aadmi
Party MPs in the Rajya Sabha
recently or recognition as a sepa-
rate faction backing the NDA. The
latter is a more probable scenario
with the BJP's Bengal unit not keen
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on merging with the TMC ranks,
whom they recently fought and
defeated in the state.

If this formalises, the strength
of the NDA in the Lok Sabha will
rise from 293 MPs to 313. This will
have implications for the future of
key Bills the government wants to
table apart from political stability
of the BJP-led dispensation, which
is currently dependent on the

JD(U) and the TDP for a majority
in the House.

\Speaking to The Tribune,
Kakoli said, "Nearly 20 TMC
MPs, along with me, have decided
to write to Speaker Om Birla and
formally convey our desire to be
part of the NDA."

She said the decision came
after extensive discussions among
fellow MPs. "As of now, I remain
the chief whip of the TMC in the
Lok Sabha, and in that capacity I
have consulted colleagues before
arriving at this decision. My
removal (by Mamata Banerjee who
named Kalyan Banerjee the chief
whip) was arbitrary and unilateral.
The party chairperson may have
announced my replacement from
the post, but that does not alter the
constitutional and parliamentary
position overnight," Kakoli said.

Asked why they were breaking
away after years in the TMC,
Kakoli (67) said, "We have accept-
ed the people's verdict and believe
that our future political course
should be aligned with the NDA.

Accordingly, we will be com-
municating our decision to the
Speaker. We want to be part of the
NDA."

Importantly, Kakoli Ghosh, a
doctor by profession, is a product
of the same RG Kar Medical
College in Kolkata which was at
the centre of a storm caused by the
rape and murder of a 31-year-old
postgraduate trainee doctor on
August 9, 2024.

For being recognised as a sepa-
rate faction, more than two-thirds
(19) of MPs must split from the
parent party, which has 28 MPs in
the Lok Sabha.



