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Amit Shahlaunches Land Port Management System to
cut cargo delays, boost border trade efficiency

New Delhi, Agency:
Launching the land port manage-
ment system (LPMS) - an inte-
grated platform that will enable
end-to-end digital workflows for
cargo processing and passenger
movement across all land ports -
here on Tuesday, home minister
Amit Shah said it would help
reduce paperwork by 90%, cut
waiting times for cargo trucks by
22-35% and constrict gate pro-
cessing time by 40-60%.

"LPMS, a modern, digital,
integrated and real-time system
that takes every single stakehold-
er and data system on board, will
in the coming days become a
vital component of the envi-
sioned 'smart security grid', and
help ensure both economic secu-
rity as well as physical security. It
will increase synergy and infor-
mation-sharing among the agen-
cies," Shah said in his address at
the launch event.

Fifteen land ports are current-
ly operational in the country, with
plans to develop 11 more over the

next three years.

The home minister said
LPMS will also boost tourism,
apart from increasing trade vol-
umes. "It will promote people to
people contact and promote cul-
tural exchange among the vil-
lages on both sides of the border,
replace illegal activities/trade
with legitimate trade, and enable
all-round development of border
villages and districts, thus arrest-
ing outmigration," he added.Shah
said the home ministry is work-
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ing to implement the 'smart bor-
der' concept, and this along with
LPMS will make the borders
impregnable. He mentioned how
the launch of LPMS coincides
with completion of 12 years of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
governance focused on "public
welfare" and "putting India on
the path of progress and develop-
ment". The home minister also
referred to another coinciding
milestone: Modi's surpassing
Jawaharlal Nehru's unbroken

4,398-day stint as Prime
Minister, on Wednesday.

The home minister highlight-
ed how in the past 12 years under
Modi, trade through land ports
has increased sixteen-fold to Rs
83,000 crore from Rs 5,000 crore
in 2014.Crediting Modi for intro-
ducing the concept of "360-
degree and equitable develop-
ment" in the administrative
realm, Shah said that "in the last
12 years, 25 crore have risen
above poverty line".

"Nearly 81 crore are getting 5
kg free rations, 58 crore have
new jan dhan accounts, 44 crore
have a Rs 5 lakh Ayushman
cover, 16 crore houses have got
access to tap water, 12.7 crore
houses have toilets and over 10.5
crore houses have access to cook-
ing gas. ,"Today, nearly 4 crore
pucca houses have already been
provided and the construction of
another 2 crore is in the pipeline.
In two years, there will not be a
single family in India without a
pucca home," he said.

Haryana 'sealed’ 109
branches to recover Rs
127 cr after FD racket:

Kotak bank to HC

Mumbai, Agency: Kotak Mahindra

shall not be withdrawn."

Earlier, Haryana govt had requested the NCR Planning
Board in May 2022 to exclude the five 'newly added' dis-
tricts - Jind, Bhiwani, Mahendragarh, Charkhi Dadri and
Karnal - from the ambit of NCR. People aware of the development said the matter will be dis-
cussed in the board meeting. At present, 14 out of the total of 22 districts in Haryana fall under
NCR and the state has little over 50% share of the entire region. .Seeking to reduce NCR cover-
age in the state had stated that more than benefits, the state was facing losses due to an excessive
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NCR area unlikely to be reduced

New Delhi, Agency: The area in the National Capital
Region (NCR) is unlikely to be reduced. The NCR
Planning Board, which is scheduled to meet on June 16,
will take decisions on this and other issues. As per the
agenda circulated to NCR state, "There will be no change
in the current NCR area (55,083 sqkm). Hence, Sub
Regional Plan-2021 for extended Haryana sub-region

'Air India asking kin of crash victims
to waive claims before facts known

New Delhi, Agency: After inves-
tigation into Air India's Al 171 crash
of June 12, 2025, processing of claims
has also come under questions from
families of some of the deceased.

The daughter of former Gujarat
CM Vijay Rupani, who was among
the 260 people killed in AI 171 crash
last June 12, has questioned why Air
India is reportedly asking relatives of
the deceased to "sign full and final
settlement documents before the offi-
cial investigation has concluded and
before the facts surrounding the acci-
dent have been fully established."

Radhika Mishra, Rupani's
London-based daughter, has in a mail
to Tata Group and AI chairman N
Chandrasekaran said this document
"requires families to permanently
waive present and future claims
before all facts are known. We
deserve more than compensation. We
deserve answers. above all, we
deserve closure."

In its response to Mishra reviewed
by Media, Al has told her that "there is
absolutely no deadline or pressure on
any family or individual to accept our
offer within a set timeframe.Families
are free to wait until the investigation
report has been released, as some have
chosen to do.... investigation is
(being) independently conducted by
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB), and therefore Al is
not aware of when the report will be
released. In light of the numerous
requests that we received, and con-
scious of our own obligations, we felt
that it would not be fair to families
who wish to proceed with final com-
pensation if we were to put the
process on hold indefinitely."

Rupani was flying AI 171 from
Ahmedabad to meet his daughter

when the Boeing 787 Dreamliner
crashed seconds after take off, killing
241 of 242 people on board and 19
others in student hostels of the B J
Medical College where it had fatally
plunged.

"Para 1 of the receipt, discharge
and indemnity (RDI) document
extends far beyond Air India, seeking
to discharge Boeing, General Electric
Company, GE Aerospace, Safran S A,
Honeywell International Inc, the
Union of India including other govt
agencies, Ahmedabad International
Airport, insurers, and numerous third
parties whose roles, if any, have not
yet been established. The agreement
remains binding even if future investi-
gations uncover new evidence, find-
ings, or circumstances that are
unknown today. Families are required
not only to release claims but also to
indemnify the released parties against
future claims," her mail says.

Asking why "is there an effort to
obtain final releases before the truth is
known," Mishra, a CA who lives in
London with her family, has asked
Tata Sons and Al to "clarify whether
families can receive support without
sacrificing future legal rights; recon-
sider the use of broad release and
indemnity provisions before the com-
pletion of all investigations; ensure no
family feels pressured to choose
between immediate financial support

Bank has told the Bombay High Court
that the Haryana Police sealed 109 of its
branches in Haryana in connection with
the Rs 150 crore bank scam in March,
and that these were "de-sealed" only
after Rs 127.27 crore was deposited in
the Panchkula Municipal Corporation's
account.

The alleged actions took place after
the MC's funds amounting to Rs 150
crore were siphoned off, and the branch
manager at Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Pushpinder Singh, emerged as the mas-
termind behind the scam. The high court
had on April 6 granted interim relief to
the bank, which had sought a freeze on
the amount it had deposited in the MC's
account. According to the State
Vigilance and Anti-Corruption Bureau
(SV&ACB)'s FIR dated March 24, the
MC was maintaining 16 fixed deposits
(FDs) with the bank's Sector 11 branch
in Panchkula. The deposits amounted to
Rs 145.03 crore, with a maturity value of
Rs 158.02 crore. Of these, 11 FDs worth
Rs 59.58 crore matured on February 16.
When MC officials approached the bank
regarding the matured deposits, they
were provided with statements that did
not match one another or the MC's
records, particularly for the FDs, raising
suspicions of large-scale irregularities.
Pushpinder, along with Vikas Kaushik, a
Senior Accounts Officer at the MC,
allegedly fraudulently opened two
accounts of the MC.

area under the regulated region.

and the pursuit of truth."

Congress fumes as Natarajan's Rajya Sabha nom-
ination nixed, BJP close to winning all 3 in MP

Bhopal, Agency:
Congress candidate
Meenakshi Natarajan's
nomination for the June
18 Rajya Sabha polls in
MP was rejected
Tuesday after scrutiny,
turning election arith-
metic on its head as BJP
closed in on winning all
three seats unopposed.
Returning officer A P
Singh rejected the nomi-
nation after BJP objected
that Natarajan failed to
disclose details of a

scrutiny.

The
already been running
high after BJP sprang a

stakes  had

surprise by fielding
Mahesh Kewat as a third
candidate. BJP, with 164
MLASs in the 230-mem-
ber assembly, is com-

without adequate votes
and we knew hurdles
would be created." She
said, "First, they are
stealing votes through
SIR, now they are steal-
ing seats. We will fight
this battle through every
democratic and constitu-

vacancies - setting the
stage for an unopposed
sweep in MP.

Officials said that
Meenakshi  Natarajan
was given an opportuni-
ty to furnish missing
details but failed to do
S0, prompting rejection
through a reasoned
order.

Congress disputed
that interpretation. "The
matter relates to BNS
Section 223 concerning
intentional disobedience
of a lawful order by a
public servant. It is not a
criminal case in the con-

pending case in
Telangana.

Congress  branded
the move "illegal" and

alleged BJP had engi-
neered a "constitutional
conspiracy" to grab a
third RS seat despite
lacking numbers. Under
election law, EC cannot
overturn a returning offi-
cer's decision during

tions.

fortably placed to bag
two seats. A candidate
needs 58 votes to win,
leaving Kewat depend-
ent on surplus votes,
cross-voting or absten-

Natarajan said, "BJP
fielded a third candidate

tional forum available."

ventional sense,"

Unless Congress  Congress legal cell rep-

secures urgent relief resentative Ajay Gupta
from EC or Supreme said.
Court, the contest now "There was no
effectively stands requirement to disclose
reduced to three BJP it under prescribed
candidates for three norms."

4 hurt as BSF convoy bus hits 2 vehi-
cles after brake failure in Ramban

Jammu, Agency: At least
four people, including two
Border Security Force men, sus-
tained minor injuries Tuesday
when a bus ferrying BSF per-
sonnel for deployment on
Amarnath Yatra duty collided
with two other vehicles on
Jammu-Srinagar NH-44 in
J&K's Ramban district. Officials
said the bus first hit a passenger
vehicle before crashing into a
tractor-trolley along the busy
highway near Peerah. "The
injured people - including ASI
Sanjeet Kumar and head consta-

ble Arveen Kumar - were shifted
to Ramban district hospital,
where they remained under
treatment. Their condition was
stated as stable," an official said.

"The accident led to the clo-
sure of NH-44's uptube at the
accident spot. Authorities imme-
diately launched clearance oper-
ations to restore normal vehicu-
lar movement," an official said.

Authorities  initiated an
investigation into the circum-
stances leading to the accident,
officials said.

'Self-proclaimed, dubiously invented Army troops ﬁre at suspected Pak drone along LoC in J&K's Poonch
milestone': Congress slams PM Modi
as he surpasses 'Nehru record'"
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New Delhi, Agency: The Congress
on Wednesday launched a scathing
attack on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, saying he may have passed a
"self-proclaimed and dubiously invent-
ed" milestone but he is a "millstone"
around India's neck, presiding over the
"murder of democracy".

The opposition party's attack came as
Modi became India's longest continu-
ously serving elected prime minister.

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh said
Jawaharlal Nehru became prime minis-
ter of India on August 15, 1947 presiding
over a stellar Cabinet - the likes of which
have rarely been seen in the world. Over
the next five years, modern India came
into being, he said on X. "Over 560
princely states were integrated peaceful-
ly into the Indian Union, the

Constitution of India was debated and
adopted, zamindari was abolished, reser-

vations for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes were put in place, a
number of multipurpose irrigation-cum-
power projects were launched, the infra-
structure for science and technology
capability was established (including in
nuclear energy), and India emerged as a
force in global affairs," Ramesh said.

Electoral rolls bearing 170 million
registered voters were prepared to
ensure universal adult franchise and free
India's first General Elections were held
between October 1951 and February
1952, he said."The 1947-52 record of
achievements of India with Nehru as PM
and in which stalwarts like Sardar Patel,
Dr Ambedkar, Dr Rajendra Prasad, C
Rajagopalachari, and Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad played such a pivotal role is
now sought to be erased by Mr Modi
who has a pathological fixation on
Nehru," the Congress general secretary
in-charge communications alleged. "He
(Modi) may have passed a self-pro-
claimed and dubiously invented mile-
stone today but he is a millstone around
India's neck, presiding as he is over the
Murder of Democracy in India," Ramesh
alleged.

The very same establishments of
democracy - an independent Election
Commission and a sacrosanct voter list-
are now threatened, he claimed.
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Jammu, Agency:

Army troops
opened fire at a suspected Pakistani

drone hovering over Indian territory
along the Line of Control (LoC) in J&K's
Poonch district late Monday. The

towards Pakistan-occupied Kashmir after
Y some time, officials said. "Around 10pm,
alert personnel spotted the drone above
| some forward Indian posts along the LoC
in the Area of Responsibility of the
Army's 22 JAK Rifles in Pajani area, in
Balakote of Mendhar sector," an official

vehicle returned

said Tuesday.

Troops fired around nine rounds at
the UAV but failed to hit the target as the
drone was moving at a considerable
height. It later returned to the PoK side.
"Security forces launched a search oper-
ation early Tuesday to establish whether
the drone had air-dropped any suspicious
consignments during its flight over the
area. Nothing as such was found on the
ground," the official said.

CJI meets high commissioner in UK, seeks cover for ex-judge, kin

New Delhi, Agency: CJI
Surya Kant has taken up the
death threats being issued to
retired Bombay HC judge
Justice Gautam Patel with the
Indian high commission in
London, and has been assured
that adequate security arrange-
ments have been put in place
for him and his family. The
CIJI, who is on an official visit
to the UK, met Indian high
commissioner P Kumaran
hours after Justice Patel went
public about the threat letter
delivered to his daughter's res-
idence in London.

"I had a discussion with the
high commissioner, who
assured that no harm would
come to him or his family and
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that adequate security arrange-
ments have been made by the
London police," CJI Kant told
Media.

Justice Patel on Monday
had said the letter was in
response to a judgment he
passed in 2024. The case,
which is pending appeal,
sought to establish the succes-

sion and name of the Syedna,
the spiritual leader of the
Dawoodi Bohra community.

Over the past 10 months,
the Patel family has received
several anonymous letters,
including one in 2025 which,
Justice Patel said, "accused me
of having delivered my judg-
ment fraudulently, under pres-
sure". The letter asked the
judge to release a video on
YouTube to state he had
"delivered an incorrect ver-
dict... which has caused
irreparable harm to the faith
and future of a respected com-
munity of a million plus mem-
bers".

On the attack on his daugh-
ter in London, Justice Patel

had said, "This is a clever
attempt to leverage the juris-
dictional gap between
Mumbai and London. There
has been no attack on me in
Mumbai, for that would result
in immediate local action.
Instead, the attack is directed
against my daughter, a British
citizen, on British soil. The
connection to me and the judg-
ment remains, but the actual
attack - and therefore actual
investigation - gets localised
to UK.

The high commissioner
informed the CJI the threat
appeared to have originated in
India as the intimidation was
related to a case in
Mabharashtra.



