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No proposal or discussion to ™

merge with Congress: TMC

New Delhi, Agency :
The Trinamool Congress on
Wednesday denied that
there was any proposal or
discussion  about the
Mamata Banerjee led party
merging with the Congress
at a meeting between
leader of opposition Rahul
Gandhi and TMC national
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee on Wednesday.

The meeting between
Rahul and Abhishek at 10,
Janpath came a day after
TMC chairperson Mamata
Banerjee met CPP chair-
person Sonia Gandhi.

Speculation about a
merger being deliberated -
which TMC and Congress
members have termed
"bogus" and "baseless" -

Lives of seafarers important: India
lodges protest with the US for ship
attack as § Indians go missing;

S

_b'a

grew as sources within the
rebel TMC camp said it has
managed support of at least
19 Lok Sabha MPs - two-
thirds of the party's
strength of 28 - and will
claim to be representing its
parliamentary wing in the
House. The development
only adds to Mamata's
West Bengal poll setback.
"The issue of merger of
TMC with Congress and all

New Delhi, Agency: The gov-

other speculation around
this is all rumours and
incorrect. No such thing
was discussed,"” TMC
sources said. Even
Congress sources denied
any discussion or move for
merger.

Congress spokesperson
Jairam Ramesh made it
clear on X that some news
reports on what supposedly
transpired in the meeting
between Sonia and Mamata
on Tuesday are "completely
inaccurate”". "The meeting
was very cordial and many
personal matters were
talked about, given the long
relationship they have
had," he added.

On Monday, in an about
turn from her past hostility,

Uraiya, Agency: In Auraiya district of Uttar
Pradesh, Superintendent of Police Abhishek
Bharti has made a major reshuffle in the police

department with the aim of strengthening the law
and order of the district and has changed the

jurisdiction of 5 Inspectors and 2 Sub-Inspectors.

According to the order issued, Inspector in-
charge Vinesh Kumar has been transferred from
Airwakatra police station and made Inspector in-
charge of Bidhuna police station. Inspector
Lalitesh Narayan Tripathi, who was currently

former Bengal CM Mamata
at a INDIA bloc meeting
said Congress should take
lead in the opposition's
fight against BJP. Photos
were also shared by
Congress where Mamata
and Sonia were seen hug-
ging each other and sharing
a warm interaction.

Building on the discus-
sions between the TMC
chief and CCP chairperson
when they met on Tuesday,
Rahul Gandhi and
Abhishek Banerjee on
Wednesday discussed
developments in West
Bengal and how the TMC
and Congress can coordi-
nate and work together to
strengthen their presence
in the state.

Superintendent of Police made a reshuffle, 5
inspectors and 2 sub-inspectors were transferred

Inspector in-charge of Ajitmal police station, has been given the responsibility
of Bela police station.

Inspector Ramesh Singh, Inspector in-charge of Sahar police station, has

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: Frequent
mobile network and internet
failures during power cuts
have become a serious
concern in Turkaulia
block of East Champaran,
affecting  thousands  of
residents, students, traders
and government officials.

The problem, locals
say, stems from the lack
of reliable power backup
at telecom towers, causing

communication services
to  collapse  whenever
electricity supply is
interrupted.

A majority of consumers
in the rural region depend
on Jio network services
for voice calls and internet

connectivity. However,
residents allege that mobile
towers stop functioning

soon after power outages,
leaving entire areas without
network coverage for hours.
The recurring disruptions
have affected daily life,
emergency communication
and government operations.

Residents including
Pradeep Kumar, Raj Gupta,
Asgar Ali, Sunil Singh,
Prakash  Kumar, Sajan
Kumar, Saddam Hussain,
Vikas Gupta, Munna Alam,

Rajkumar Giri, Yadvalal
Kumar, Sanjay Kumar,
Santosh Kumar, Rupesh

Kumar and Mukesh Kumar
said mobile signals disappear
almost immediately after
electricity failures. They
said emergency calls often

wer Guts Leave Turkaulia Offline

MOBILE AND INTERNET SERVICES COLLAPSE
DURING POWER OUTAGES IN TURKAULIA,
DISRUPTING PUBLIC SERVICES, EDUCATION

AND EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION

MOBILE NETWORK DISRUPTION

FOOE WITEEEL WD SIGNAL MANE COMVENIACE

classes are interrupted
and business transactions
suffer due to the absence of
internet connectivity.

Villagers Satish Kumar,
Satyam Kumar, Harendra
Kumar, Virendra Singh and
Chandan Singh alleged that
despite paying regularly for
5G services, subscribers
struggle to access even basic
network connectivity during
outages. According to them,
incoming calls also become
inaccessible, causing
widespread inconvenience
among users.

The communication
crisis has also impacted
public administration.
Officials posted at the police
station, block office, circle
office, MGNREGA unit,
e-Kisan Bhawan and BRC
have reported difficulties in
carrying out routine work
due to unreliable mobile
services.

Turkaulia Police Station

poor network connectivity
frequently hampers police
functioning and  delays
the flow of important
information. He  noted
that several residents
have complained
being unable to contact
police personnel during
emergencies.

Block Development
Officer Santosh Raj said
communication with block-
level employees becomes
difficult whenever network
services fail, affecting the
timely execution of official
work.

Residents have urged
telecom operators to install
adequate backup systems
such as generators and UPS
facilities at telecom towers

about

to ensure uninterrupted
connectivity.
They have also

demanded quicker fault-
resolution mechanisms to
prevent prolonged service

ernment condemned a US attack
on a commercial vessel off the
coast of Oman on Wednesday that
left 3 Indian crew members miss-
ing, while also officially lodging a
protest with the US embassy here.
There were 24 Indian seafarers
onboard the  Palau-flagged
Settebello, which was struck by
precision munitions while transit-
ing the Gulf of Oman, out of which
21 have been rescued.

It is learnt that the Ministry of
External affairs (MEA) additional
secretary (Americas) Nagaraj
Naidu summoned US charge d'af-
faires Jason Meeks and delivered a
formal demarche protesting what
was the second attack in the past
few days by US forces on a ship-
ping vessel with many Indian crew
members on board.

Unlike the ship that was target-
ed earlier, Settebello is not black-
listed by the US Office of Foreign
Assets Control, a point that Naidu
made in the extended meeting that
started at 8.45 pm and lasted for
almost 25 minutes. India had not
condemned the first attack. The
Indian official sought an end to the
targeting of commercial shipping,
underscoring India's point that
lives of seafarers are important.

been transferred and appointed Inspector in-charge of Ajitmal police station.

cannot

Dharmapuri farmers drum
up profits with moringa

Moringa,Agency; Every
15 days, bundles of fresh
moringa leaves leave farms
in Dharmapuri for Singapore
and Dubai, bringing farmers
a steady income that many
say is more reliable than tra-
ditional crops.

Farmers in the district,
particularly in Palacode and
surrounding villages, say
exporters have begun buying
directly from them and send-
ing consignments overseas.

"We sell the moringa for
Rs 30 to Rs 50 per bundle
and earn about Rs 70,000
per acre per month on aver-
age," says R Kumar, a farmer
from Gummanur. "We make
profits of Rs 1.5 lakh to Rs 2
lakh over a three-month

cycle."
Exporters say the growing
demand stems from

moringa's reputation as a
superfood. Often referred to
as the "miracle tree",
moringa is increasingly being
used in health supplements,
functional foods and nutri-
tion programmes. Its leaves
are said to be rich in protein,
calcium, iron and antioxi-
dants such as quercetin and
chlorogenic acid and to con-
tain all nine essential amino
acids.

"Moringa powder is in
high demand abroad. And
the quality of moringa from
Dharmapuri is good,” says S

What's on-screen marking, and
where CBSE failed this time

New Delhi, Agency: The
rollout of OSM (on-screen
marking), a digital system to
manage and mark CBSE answer
scripts, was well-intentioned.
For teachers, it was supposed to
make things easier, the soft-
ware promising to eliminate the
most common marking and
totalling mistakes. For stu-
dents, it was supposed to usher
in a tech-enabled layer of trans-
parency: the scripts, time-
stamped at every stage, would
be stored in secure servers,
ready for reevaluation, if the
odd error cropped up.

In reality, the small step
towards digitisation proved
hugely controversial. OSM -
announced just a week before
the exam, without giving exam-
iners a chance to acquaint
themselves with the system,
according to some allegations -
caused widespread result dis-
crepancies, website crashes,
and severe data privacy con-
cerns regarding answer sheets.
Riddled with evaluation errors,
system and portal vulnerabili-
ties, and data privacy backlash,
it escalated into a national cri-

sis, with students even ques-
tioning why the board appoint-
ed COEMPT Eduteck, which
had allegedly been involved in
previous evaluation controver-
sies in other states, to manage
OSM.

So, what went wrong What Is
OoSM

OSM is the acronym for
CBSE's 'OnScreen Marking',
which the board introduced for
Class 12 this year.

As the name suggests, OSM
replaces paper checks with dig-
ital evaluation.

What was CBSE's workflow
After a student is finished with
the paper, the answer sheets are
first collected from the exam
centres, and securely transport-
ed to Regional Offices (ROs).
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Borders to get a

Prakash, an exporter from
Hosur.

Officials say government
support such as a 100% sub-
sidy for drip irrigation sys-
tems, has helped expand cul-
tivation. "Farmers can main-
tain regular yields while
keeping costs low," says a
horticulture official.
"Dharmapuri is emerging as
a hub for moringa exports.
The model here is being
replicated in other districts
to meet rising global
demand."

Drip irrigation allows us
to harvest regularly," says M
Rajendran, a farmer in
Marandahalli. "We don't
have to worry anymore about
having a steady income."

India met nearly 80% of
global demand for moringa
leaves.

New Delhi, Agency:

An anti-

be made,

drone shield will be part of the 'smart
border security grid' to check cross-
border drone-smuggling of narcotics
as well as arms and ammunition, as
per a home ministry decision, sources
said.The anti-drone shield has been
developed indigenously and will soon
be deployed to check drones which
have been used by ISI and drug traf-
fickers, who more often than not

online

SHO Sampat Kumar said

disruptions.

The foundation stone of Krishi Vigyan
Kendra will be laid on June 14 in Vidisha

Vidisha, Agency: in
Vidisha New Delhi, June
11 (HS). The foundation
stone of an Krishi Vigyan
Kendra will be laid on
June 14th in Vidisha,
Madhya Pradesh. This
center will be developed
as a model in the agricul-
tural sector. With the
establishment of this cen-
ter, farmers here will
receive scientific farming
advice, information and
benefits from government
schemes. In

a video message
released on Thursday,
Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan stated
that June 14th will be a
historic day for agricul-
ture and farmers in the
Vidisha  parliamentary
constituency. The founda-
tion stone of the Krishi
Vigyan Kendra will be laid
at 10 am on June 14th in

said.

Berkhedi Jattu, Vidisha.

This Krishi Vigyan
Kendra will be a model
Krishi Vigyan Kendra in
India.

He stated that the
implementation of the
scientific agricultural
roadmap developed for
Vidisha, Raisen, Sehore,
and Dewas districts will
begin at the event.
Chauhan said that impor-
tant information will also
be provided to farmers
under the "Farm Save
Campaign.

work in tandem, to drop arms and
drugs in the border areas, especially

in Punjab.
The grid - which will also have the
land port management system

(LPMS) launched by home minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday - will have
sensors and smart fencing to enhance
border security and surveillance, they

How & why the South took command of India's skies

New Delhi, Agency:
Aviation in India is that
rare thing - a sureshot
growth industry. But
there's a fascinating story
within this story. The
South - Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, and Kerala -
dominates aviation. Slice
and dice the data any
which way, southern states
together fly far above
every other region. And
much of this change has
happened over the last 10
years. Plus, in some ways,
the southern aviation mar-
ket has started resembling
mature markets in

advanced countries.
South Rules, Domestic

Or International Take
recent data. Between April
2025 and March 2026, 41
out of every 100 interna-
tional passengers crossing
India's borders did so
through a southern air-
port. The northern region,

including Delhi, account-
ed for 28. The West,
including Mumbai, man-
aged 25, per Airports
Authority of India num-
bers.

The domestic picture is
just as striking. Southern
airports carried one crore
more passengers than the
North, and 1.44 crore
more than the West,
despite the fact that Delhi
and Mumbai, India's two
busiest airports, sit in the
northern and western
regions.

Interestingly, a decade
ago, the race was much
tighter. The West led with
about five crore annual

domestic passengers, fol-
lowed by the North at 4.8
crore, and the South at 4.6
crore. But by 2024-25, the
South had crossed the 10-
crore domestic passenger
mark. The other regions
are still waiting to get
there.

Below Vindhyas, it's
like the US or Japan This
is not just a story of bigger
airports or fuller flights. It
is the story of an aviation
market that has matured
differently. The govt's
UDAN scheme, whose first
flight took off in April
2017, is perhaps the clear-
est map of where Indian
aviation still needs help.



