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No let-up in TMC exodus

Prakash Chik Baraik quits as Rajya Sabha MP

New Delhi, Agency: All
India Trinamool Congress
(AITC) mass exodus contin-
ues as another party leader
and Rajya Sabha member
Prakash Chik Baraik resigned
as the member of the Upper
House on Thursday.

The development comes
just a day after senior
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader Sushmita Dev resigned
from the Rajya Sabha mem-
ber after quitting the party.

Earlier, senior party leader
and Rajya Sabha MP
Sukhendu Sekhar Roy had
resigned from both the
Trinamool Congress and the
Rajya Sabha.

With Prakash Chik Baraik's
resignation, the Trinamool
Congress' strength in the
Rajya Sabha now stands at 10.

In his letter addressed to
the Chairman of the Rajya
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Sabha CP Radhakrishnan, sons" for resigning. Though
Baraik said, "I do hereby she declined to elaborate

resign from the membership
of Rajya Sabha, which may
please be accepted with
immediate effect". Baraik was
elected to the Upper House in
August 2023.

Sushmita Dev had termed
"political and personal rea-

further, refusing to com-
ment on her future political
plans or the party she may
join next, she however, met
Assam Chief  Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma.
Another TMC leader
Shatabdi Roy expressed sup-

port for the rebel faction led
by Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar.
She said that those leaving
the party were not doing so
because of electoral defeats
but due to a series of wrong
decisions taken by the lead-
ership.

Shatabdi Roy also ques-
tioned the functioning of the
party, alleging that party
supremo Mamata Banerjee
had failed to grasp the reali-
ties unfolding around her.
She claimed that Banerjee
was "suffering from a men-
tal blockage" and accused
her of ignoring growing pub-
lic dissatisfaction with her
nephew, Abhishek Banerjee.

According to Roy,
Mamata Banerjee failed to
make Abhishek understand
the need to change his
lifestyle, describing it as a
"big mistake."

NGT directs DPCC to probe envi-
ronmental violations by restau-
rants in residential areas:

New Delhi, Agency: The |
Green Tribunal
(NGT), Principal Bench, New
Delhi, on Wednesday directed

National

the Delhi Pollution Control

Committee (DPCC) to investi-
gate the alleged environmen- |5
several
restaurants operating in a res- ||

tal violations by

idential area.

The order was passed after |
an application was filed by E
Rishi Jindal, alleging that sev-
eral restaurants had installed chim-
neys of inadequate height and were
causing air and noise pollution,
adversely affecting residents of the

locality.

The matter was heard by Justice
Prakash Shrivastava, Chairperson,
Afroz Ahmad, Expert

and Dr.
Member.

During the hearing, it was brought
to the Tribunal's notice that a com-
plaint had already been filed before
Pollution

the  Delhi

Committee (DPCC) on April 14,
2026. Taking note of the allegations
and supporting photographs placed
on record, the Tribunal directed the
Member Secretary, DPCC, to conduct
ground verification and examine the
complaint.The NGT has instructed
the DPCC to ascertain the correctness
of the allegations and, if any violation
of environmental norms is found, to
take appropriate remedial and puni-
tive action in accordance with law
while following the principles of nat-

Control  yra] justice.

HC secks Delhi Police standon | - Gross abuse of law': Delhi HC quashes FIR, ED case against Newsclick, founder

Tahir's bail plea in riots case:

New Delhi, Agency: The Delhi High
Court on Wednesday sought the stand of
the city police on a plea by former AAP
councilor Tahir Hussain seeking regular
bail in a 2020 Delhi riots case pertaining
to the alleged larger conspiracy behind
the violence.

vacation Bench of Justices Neena
Bansal Krishna and Madhu Jain asked the
Delhi Police to respond within four weeks
to Hussain's appeal challenging a trial
court's January 29 order that refused him
relief.

Additional Solicitor General SV Raju
urged the court to grant time to the
agency to file its reply.

Listing the matter for hearing on July
14, the Bench also gave time to the police
to respond to Hussain's application seek-
ing to condone a delay of 87 days in filing
the appeal.

Hussain and others were booked under
the anti-terror law - Unlawful Activities
Act - in the case for being the "master-
minds" of the February 2020 riots, which
had left 53 people dead and over 700
injured. The violence erupted during the
protests against the Citizenship Act, 2019,
and the National Register of Citizens.

Activists Sharjeel Imam, Khalid Saifi
and Umar Khalid, among others, were
also booked for their alleged involvement
in the larger conspiracy case, which is
being investigated by the Special Cell of
the Delhi Police.

On January 29, the trial court denied
the relief of regular bail to Tahir Hussain,
saying the prima facie case was made out
against him in earlier orders, making him
ineligible to get bail under the UAPA.

The Delhi Police had earlier alleged
connections between Hussain and
activists Khalid Saifi and Umar Khalid,
who were part of a larger group of persons
who were organising protests in Delhi.

The police also reportedly recovered
crates containing glass bottles having
some liquid filled in them and stuffed
with pieces of cloth, which were used or to
be used as Molotov cocktails, a large
number of bricks and stone pieces and
three catapults from the house of
Hussain.

New Delhi, Agency: In a
major relief to digital news
platform NewsClick and its
founding editor-in-chief
Prabir Purkayastha, Delhi
high  court  Wednesday
quashed an FIR registered by
the eonomic offences wing
(EOW) over allegations of ille-
gal foreign funding, holding
that the case disclosed no cog-
nisable offence under the IPC.

Justice Neena Bansal
Krishna held that even if all
allegations in the FIR were
accepted in their entirety, the
essential ingredients of
offences under Sections 406
(criminal breach of trust) and
420 (cheating) IPC were not
made out.

Holding that continuation

of the proceedings amounted
to a "gross abuse of the
process of law", the court
quashed the FIR and observed
that once the predicate offence
itself stood quashed, the
Enforcement Directorate's
enforcement case informa-
tion report, registered on

its basis, would also
become liable to be

quashed.

NewsClick sought govt
clarification

The bench noted,

"Pertinently, extensive inves-
tigations have been carried
out by ED for about a year and
a half and petitioners as well
as its employees have been
summoned and examined
many a times, but nothing

A
35
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incriminating till date has
been found or placed on
record. Aside from bald asser-
tions of there being a criminal
conspiracy, there is not a
whisper of any incriminating
allegation, which would
even remotely suggest
the commission of the
offence punishable

under Section 4
PMLA."
The allegations

against PPK Newsclick
Studio Pvt Ltd were that
it had received foreign
direct investment by allegedly
overvaluing its shares to
bypass FDI restrictions.
The FIR, registered in
August 2020 on a complaint
forwarded by the I&B min-

Gangster Venkatesh Garg, wanted in 2 states

extradited from Georgia, lands in India

New Delhi, Agency:
Notorious gangster
Venkatesh Garg landed in
India on Thursday following
his successful extradition
from Georgia. The major
breakthrough was achieved
through a coordinated opera-
tion involving the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA), the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA), and the
Haryana Police.

Garg, a Red Notice subject
also identified as Vainket
Garg, was wanted by the
Haryana and Delhi Police in
connection with multiple
serious offences, including
murder, attempted murder,
extortion, organised crime,
and the illegal wuse of
firearms.

Law enforcement officials
said Garg had previously
been arrested during the

investigation of these cases
but absconded and fled the
country after being granted
bail, in an attempt to evade
legal proceedings.

At the request of the
Haryana Police, the National
Central Bureau (NCB)-New
Delhi processed and pub-
lished an Interpol Red Notice
to track the fugitive globally.

After Georgian authorities
located and arrested Garg,

India formally submitted an
extradition request.
Following due legal process,
the Georgian government
approved the extradition,
paving the way for his return.

A specialised escort team
from the Haryana Police trav-
elled to Georgia to take cus-
tody of the gangster. The
team, along with Garg,
arrived at Delhi airport on
Thursday.

istry, alleged that NewsClick
received Rs 9.59 crore in FDI
from US-based Worldwide
Media Holdings LLC through
an overvalued share transac-
tion and that part of the funds
was siphonedoff through
salaries, consultancy fees and
other expenses.

The FIR subsequently
formed the basis of an ED
money laundering probe.

The court, however, found
that Worldwide Media
Holdings LLC had agreed to
invest a total of $4.5 million
in three tranches of $1.5 mil-
lion each in exchange for
23.07% shares in PPK

Newsclick Studio Pvt. Ltd.
Addressing the allegation
of FDI violations, the court

Delhi L-G pays tributes
to Bhai Vir Singh

noted that NewsClick had
sought clarification from the
I&B ministry in 2017 regard-
ing the FDI policy applicable
to online news publications.
Referring to the ministry's
response, the bench
observed, "From the
response received from the
ministry in respect of FDI
policy, it was clearly evident
that there was no cap on the
online publication of news
and thus, the agreement
between the petitioner and
M/s Worldwide Media
Holdings LLC and, therefore,
the Investment Agreement
dated 20.03.2018 cannot be
said to be in violation of any
law or disclosing any crimi-
nal offence."”

New Delhi, Agency:
Lieutenant Governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu on Wednesday
paid tributes to eminent
Punjabi scholar and poet Bhai
Vir Singh on his 69th death
anniversary at the Bhai Vir
Singh Sahitya Sadan in Gole
Market here.

Addressing the commemo-
rative event as the chief guest,
the L-G highlighted Bhai Vir
Singh's role in the Singh
Sabha movement and his con-
tribution to the revival of

Punjabi literature and social
reform.

He also underscored Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
vision of "Vikas Bhi, Virasat
Bhi", stressing the need to
preserve cultural heritage
alongside modern develop-
ment and Sandhu said institu-
tions such as Bhai Vir Singh
Sahitya Sadan play an impor-
tant role in ensuring that cul-
tural traditions remain a living
part of public life in an era of
rapid technological change.

Indlan Democracy’s Pluralist Promise and the Rise of Political Opportunism

political

Bihar, West

realignments
Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, defections have
remained a persistent feature
of Indian politics. What began
as individual acts of political
convenience has evolved into

and

in  Yet political actors quickly
discovered ways around its
Mass resignations,

and

provisions.
engineered  mergers,
strategic re-elections enabled
politicians ~ to  circumvent
the spirit of the legislation

a sophisticated mechanism for while technically remaining

Purnendu Ranjan altering  electoral mandates within its legal boundaries.

and reshaping governments. Rather than eliminating

India's democratic model From “Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram” defections, the law merely

is celebrated as the world's to  Constitutional ~ Reform transformed their methods.
largest and most diverse The roots of India’s defection Coalition Politics and
political experiment. Its multi- culture can be traced to 1967, Weak Party Institutions

party system was envisioned when a Haryana legislator The coalition era of the 1990s
to  accommodate  regional switched  parties multiple and early 2000s expanded
aspirations, represent social times within a single day. The political — representation by
diversity, and prevent the incident became symbolic of a empowering regional parties

concentration  of  political
power. However, the recurring
phenomenon of defections has
repeatedly exposed a troubling
contradiction within this
framework. While democracy

outwardly embraces pluralism,

and  coalition

proliferated  across

widespread  that

broader trend that emerged as
Congress dominance weakened
governments
states.
Political instability became so
Parliament
enacted the 52nd Constitutional

such as the RJD, Samajwadi
Party, BSP, DMK, AIADMK,
and TMC. These parties brought
regional concerns to national

prominence and  deepened
democratic participation.
However, many of these

individual legislators.

Instead, internal

attrition,

legislators

voter confidence and distorted

meaningful engagement with

centralized, leaving little room that of earlier decades. political survival. In many political power dynamics. in  democratic institutions.
for ideological development First, the political context has cases, representatives seem In the United States and This creates a profound

internal democracy. changed. While defections more responsive to shifting many  Western — European paradox. Indian democracy
As a result, elected in the late 1960s emerged political incentives than to the democracies, political ~continues to  display the
representatives increasingly amid a weakening national voters who elected them. bargaining usually takes the outward characteristics  of
viewed politics through the lens center and unstable regional Lessons from  Other form of legislative negotiation, political pluralism, yet its
of personal advancement rather coalitions, today’s defections Democracies- Defections ~ coalition-building, and issue- functioning is increasingly
than ideological commitment. often occur in an environment and political bargaining are based compromise rather than shaped by opportunistic
Governments in several states marked by strong central not unique to India, but large-scale party switching power calculations.
became vulnerable to shifting authority = and  significant international comparisons by elected representatives. Addressing  this  challenge
loyalties, ~making coalition resource imbalances between reveal important differences. India stands apart because requires more than legal reforms.
arithmetic ~ more  important ruling and opposition parties. In Israel, coalition entire groups of legislators can  Political parties must strengthen
than public policy. Political Second,  defections  have governments are often change allegiance in ways that internal democracy, promote

bargaining gradually replaced become collective rather than fragile, with smaller parties fundamentally alter electoral ideological commitment, and
ideological contestation as the individual. Political migration exercising disproportionate  outcomes and bring down build durable institutional
dominant mode of governance. now  frequently  involves influence. However, political elected governments. structures. Simultaneously,

The New Age of groups of legislators acting negotiations generally Preserving  Democratic lawmakers  must  explore
Organized Defections- in  coordination, allowing occur  within  established Legitimacy- Political ~ stronger safeguards to ensure
Recent political developments governments to be formed or party structures rather than opportunism is  both a that electoral mandates
indicate that defections have collapsed with greaterefficiency. through  mass  defections. cause and a consequence cannot be easily overturned

entered a new phase. Events The political developments South Africa initially permitted of institutional weakness. It through political engineering.
in Goa and Madhya Pradesh in Bihar, West Bengal, and floor-crossing but abolished stems from parties that often Until such reforms are
demonstrated that defections Tamil Nadu illustrate this the practice in 2009 after lack internal  democracy, undertaken, Indian democracy
are no longer isolated acts by trend. Opposition parties face concluding that it undermined ideological ~coherence, and will continue to face a credibility

crisis in which numbers prevail

political practice increasingly
reflects opportunism.
From the infamous “Aaya
Ram, Gaya Ram” episode in
Haryana in 1967 to recent

Amendment in 1985, introducing
the Anti-Defection Law through
the Tenth Schedule. The law
sought to preserve political
stability and party discipline.

organizations remained heavily
dependent on  charismatic
leaders rather than strong
internal institutions. Decision-
making often became

they have become organized
political strategies capable of
reshaping entire governments.
The contemporary  pattern
differs  significantly  from

appear increasingly vulnerable
to political pressure, and
ideological commitments
are often overshadowed by
and

calculations of power

democratic representation.  grassroots constituencies. At over principles and political
Pakistan possesses constitutional the same time, it contributes calculations outweigh the voice
anti-defection provisions, to political instability, of the voter.

though  their  enforcement weakens opposition parties, (Writer - Punjan
has often reflected broader and erodes public confidence University, Chandigarh)



