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70% drugs in Punjab coming from Gujarat; BJP
sheltering Lawrence Blshnm, says Kejriwal

New Delhi, Agency:
AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal on
Saturday claimed 70 per
cent of the drugs making
their way to Punjab were
coming from Gujarat.

He said Gujarat had
become the gateway of
drugs under the "ED Party"
(as he called the BJP). He
also referred to gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi as "ED
party ka damaad" (son-in-
law of BJP), implying he
was being sheltered by the
Centre.

Kejriwal made these
comments while addressing
traders during the 'Sarkar-
Vyapar Milni' in Jalandhar.

While referring tacitly to
the SAD, BJP and Congress
respectively, Kejriwal said
the state had four parties -
the Chitta Party (or the

'We are not like Hitler, should keep doors open': RSS
chief Bhagwat backs Hosabale on Paklstan dlalogue

A MATAN PO B
Beadbi Party) i.e. SAD; ED
Party (BJP); Jhagda Party
(Congress) and the AAP.
Accusing the BJP of tar-
geting traders in the state
through the ED, he reiterat-
ed AAP was reaching out to
address their problems.
Last year, the ED Party
collected Rs 60 crore dona-
tion from Punjab. But AAP
got only Rs 70 lakh dona-
tion. The government is
ours. The BJP has only two
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seats. But ED Party received
generous amounts from
industrialists..how?
Through the threat of ED
raids. Whoever didn't give
money was raided,"” claimed
Kejriwal. He alleged, "The
ED Party (BJP) and Chitta
Party (SAD) alliance took
drugs to people's homes in
the state. But the AAP gov-
ernment is acting stringent-
ly against drugs and bull-
dozers are razing drug

smugglers' properties." The
AAP national convener
alleged, "70 per cent drugs
and 'chitta’ coming to
Punjab is from Gujarat.
Gujarat has become the
gateway of drugs under the
ED Party. When the AAP
formed the government in
Punjab, 70 per cent of the
drugs were coming from
Pakistan and 30 per cent
from Gujarat. We took deci-
sive action and much of the
drugs coming from
Pakistan have been curbed
with policing and anti-
drone action."

To support his claims,
Kejriwal cited the seizure of
3,000 kg drugs at the
Mundra airport (worth Rs
21,000 crore) and a CAG
report on 2,200 kg drugs
being eaten by rats in
Gujarat.

rural home.

lakh crore.

Tap water reaches 1.2 crore rural homes in
UP as Jal Jeevan Mission nears completion

New Delhi, Agency: Uttar Pradesh has provided functional
household tap connections (FHTCs) to over 1.2 crore rural households,
achieving nearly 90 per cent coverage under the Jal Jeevan Mission
(JJM), according to data from the ministry of jal shakti, as the scheme
approaches its 2024 target of "Har Ghar Jal", piped water to every

Launched in August 2019, JJM aims to deliver potable water at 55
litres per capita per day to all rural households through individual tap
connections, replacing the earlier system of shared standposts. The
programme, with a combined central and state outlay exceeding Rs 3.6

In UP, which has 1.3 crore rural households, the state's Jal Nigam
(Rural) is the nodal implementing agency, executing the scheme
across 822 blocks and over 59,000 Gram Panchayats. Officials said
multi-village water supply schemes, connecting clusters of villages to
shared treatment and pumping units, have driven rapid progress, par-
ticularly in the Terai region and eastern UP.

Each village under the scheme has a Paani Samiti, or Village Water
and Sanitation committee, responsible for overseeing construction,
collecting user charges for maintenance, and managing operations. A
Jal Sahiyya, typically a woman from the village, conducts mandatory
quarterly water quality testing at multiple points across the village to
ensure compliance with Bureau of Indian Standards and World Health
Organisation drinking water standards. The expansion of piped water
access is expected to significantly ease the burden on women and girls
in rural households, who have traditionally spent hours collecting
water from distant sources, time that development researchers say
could now be redirected toward education, work, and health.

AT B)JP MEDIA INTERACTION

“12 Years of Modi Govt Changed India’s Destiny: Radha Mohan Singh”

By Sagar Suraj

through the Jal Jeevan Mission.
On agriculture, he said PM-Kisan

New  Delhi, Agency:
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat on
Saturday supported the organisa-
tion's general secretary,
Dattatreya Hosabale, over his
remarks calling for talks with
Pakistan, which had sparked a
major controversy.

Bhagwat, whose organisation
is the ideological mentor of the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), stressed that the RSS has
no independent foreign policy
regarding any nation and follows
the central government's stand on
the neighbouring country.

"But there are a lot of people in
Pakistan who believe the partition
of Bharat was wrong and many
journalists there praise the RSS
and its work. There is a distinct
undercurrent there of people
being anti-Pakistan and against
the two-nation theory and they

say living together was better,"
PTI quoted him as saying.
He was speaking at an event in
Kerala's Thiruvananthapuram.
The Sangh chief further stated

that since India is "not like
Hitler," it needs to keep its doors
open for talks with Pakistan.

"In a future war, if India
defeats Pakistan beyond repair,
the people there will have to be
brought into the fold of Bharat or
they should be able to live peace-
fully in that country itself.

MOTIHARI: Former Union
Agriculture Minister and Motihari
MP Radha Mohan Singh on Friday
said that the last 12 years under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership have transformed not
only the image of India but also its
destiny, citing major achievements
in welfare delivery, infrastructure
development, agriculture,
healthcare and national security.
Addressing a media interaction
organised at the BJP office in
Gandhi Complex to mark the
completion of 12 years of the
Narendra  Modi  government,
Singh said the continued electoral
success of the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) in
2014, 2019 and 2024 reflected the
public’s trust in the government’s
commitment to service and
development.

“The government’s priorities
have always the

been poor,

IN MOTIHARI, MP RADHA
MOHAN SINGH HIGHLIGHTS
12 YEARS OF NARENDRA
MODI GOVERNMENT'S
WELFARE, INFRASTRUCTURE
AND NATIONAL SECURITY
ACHIEVEMENTS

farmers, youth and women,”
Singh said, recalling that Prime
Minister Modi signed the PM-
Kisan Samman  Nidhi file
immediately after taking oath,

signalling the administration’s
focus on rural welfare.
Highlighting  flagship  welfare

programmes, the BJP leader said
more than 58 crore Jan Dhan bank
accounts had been opened across
the country, including 32 crore
accounts held by women. He added
that 81 crore people have continued
to receive free food grains since
the Covid-19 pandemic, while

the Ayushman Bharat scheme

has
through 60 crore health cards.

provided health coverage

Singh also pointed to major
gains in housing, sanitation and
drinking water. According to
him, over four crore families
received permanent houses under
the PM Awas Yojana, 11 crore
women benefited from LPG
connections under the Ujjwala
scheme, and 16 crore households
gained access to tap water

had transferred 4.3 lakh crore
directly to more than 11 crore
farmers, while the Kisan Credit
Card limit was enhanced from 3
lakh to 5 lakh. He also highlighted
tax relief measures for the
middle class and women-centric
initiatives such as Lakhpati Didi
and Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana.
The MP said India had witnessed
rapid infrastructure  growth,
with roads, highways,
railway electrification, metro rail
networks and airports expanding
significantly over the past decade.
He further asserted that surgical
strikes and air strikes demonstrated
the country’s stronger response
to security challenges.
Among those present were MLA
Pramod Kumar, BJP district
president Pawan Raj, Deputy
Mayor Dr Lalbabu Prasad, media
in-charge Gulrez Shahzad and IT
Cell convener Rishabh Jha.
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As India escalates, Rubio says block- Boyfriend kills Sikkim woman work-

ade Vlolatlons will not be tolerated:

ing as receptionist in Bengaluru

New Delhi, Agency: A 22-
year-old woman from Sikkim

New Delhi, Agency:
Days before PM Narendra
Modi's meeting with and
President Donald Trump at
the G7 summit in France,
India and the US remained
locked in a tense standoff
over the attacks on vessels in
the Gulf of Oman, with US
signalling no relief for
Indian mariners entangled
in the US-Iran conflict. After
having twice summoned the
American envoy for US mili-
tary strikes on foreign-
flagged ships carrying
Indian mariners, India fur-
ther escalated the issue with
the US as external affairs
minister S Jaishankar reiter-
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ated India's protest in a
phone call with counterpart
Marco Rubio. However,
Rubio underscored in the
conversation that violations
of the US blockade and the
illicit transport of Iranian oil
will not be tolerated, con-
firming therell be no
exemption for Indian seafar-
ers as US forces actively

enforce the blockade of
Iranian ports.

US forces have fired upon
3 vessels with Indian seafar-
ers onboard in the past 6
days, accusing them of evad-
ing the US blockade of
Iranian ports. A State
Department readout also
said that as they discussed
the situation in the Strait of
Hormuz, Rubio stressed that
all commercial vessels
should immediately comply
with orders from US forces
as they seek to "uphold
peace and security in the
Strait". This comes a day
after India told the US charge
d'affaires here, Jason Meeks,

that use of lethal force
against civilian shipping is
unacceptable. These inci-
dents have taken place ahead
of a Trump-Modi meeting at
the June 15-17 G7 summit in
the Alpine resort town of
Evian-les-Bains. The PM is
likely to reiterate Indian
concerns over the attacks on
vessels with onboard Indian
crew members. While the
leaders have spoken on sev-
eral occasions in the past 16
months, this would be their
first in-person meeting
since Modi's Washington
visit in February last year,
weeks after Trump assumed
office.

was allegedly murdered by her
boyfriend, who slit her throat
with a kitchen knife following an
argument at their rented accom-
modation in Bengaluru's
Doddakanahalli area on Sunday
morning, the police said.

The incident was reported
within the limits of Bellandur
police station in the city's south-
eastern part and the man was
arrested on Sunday.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Ati Hangma Subba, 22,
a native of Sikkim who was
working as a receptionist at a
salon in Bengaluru. The
accused, identified as Purba
Lepcha, a native of Darjeeling,
was employed as a waiter at a
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hotel, the police said.

Accordlng to police, the cou-
ple were in a relationship and
had moved to Bengaluru about a
month ago. They were living
together in Doddakanahalli.

Preliminary investigation
indicated that an argument
broke out between the two on
Thursday morning after the
accused allegedly suspected the
woman of being involved with
another friend.

Not a sinking ship: Raut urges Cong Demographic panel to visit metros, industrial

reunion, asks Pawar to take lead

& border areas to study population changes

New Delhi, Agency: Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut
on Saturday pitched for a broad-
er opposition regrouping, urging
NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar to
take the initiative in bringing
together leaders who had left the
Congress over the years, saying a
stronger Congress was essential
to challenge the BJP.

Amid continuing attacks on
the Congress by the ruling BJP,
Raut said opposition parties
must close ranks if they intend to
mount an effective political chal-
lenge. He argued that leaders
who had split from the Congress
and formed separate political
outfits should consider returning
to a common platform, adding
that Pawar was best placed to
facilitate such an exercise.
Regional parties, including the
Shiv Sena (UBT), would support
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any move aimed at strengthening
the opposition, he said.

Raut maintained that the
Congress remained a significant
political force despite recent
electoral setbacks and dismissed
suggestions that the party was in
terminal decline. He said the
BJP continued to view the
Congress as its principal rival,
indicating that the party still

carried substantial political
weight.
]

New Delhi, Agency:
A high-level committee on
demographic changes,
constituted recently under
Justice (retd) Prakash
Prabhakar Naolekar, will
visit metropolitan areas
and industrial towns, apart
from border areas, as part
of its assignment to exam-
ine the nature, causes and
impact of demographic
changes across the coun-
try, including due to illegal
immigration. It will rec-
ommend policy, adminis-
trative and legal frame-
works to address the issue
in a time-bound manner.

Home minister Amit
Shah Saturday chaired a
meeting with senior MHA
officials to review arrange-
ments for proper facilita-
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tion of the committee. The
first meeting of the panel
has already been convened
and its agenda formulated.
"MHA will provide logisti-
cal and other necessary
support for proper func-
tioning of the committee,"
a ministry official said.
According to a source,

many illegal immigrants,
particularly Bangladesh,
have over the years trav-
elled further to metropoli-
tan areas and towns with a
heavy concentration of
industries. The onward
journey usually takes place
after securing identity doc-
uments like Aadhaar cards

from tout networks and
illegal agents.

While notifying the
panel last month, MHA
had said demographic
changes were visible in
certain regions that were
not attributable to normal
fertility or mortality
trends but emerging due
to "external abnormal
factors such as illegal
immigration, irregular
population mobility and
administrative laxity". It
added that the demo-
graphic changes, though
concentrated in border
regions, now also affect
urban centres, industrial
corridors, tribal regions
and other socially and
economically sensitive
areas.



