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Affiliation No. 330180

Affiliated to CBSE, New Delhi, Up to 10+2

ALL STREAM.
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Delhi Govt shields consumers
from fuel price shock

New Delhi, Agency: Amid
concerns over a recent revision
in the Power Purchase
Adjustment Cost (PPAC), Delhi
Power Minister Ashish Sood on
Saturday said the Delhi
Government has taken steps to
ensure that consumers, partic-
ularly those receiving electrici-
ty subsidies, remain protected
from the impact of rising glob-
al fuel prices.

Sood clarified that the PPAC
is a statutory provision under
the existing electricity laws that
allows power distribution com-
panies to adjust electricity tar-
iffs in line with fluctuations in
fuel and power procurement
costs. He stressed that the
mechanism is not a new
arrangement and is imple-
mented across the country.

"Power Purchase
Adjustment Cost (PPAC) is not

Man held for robbing deaf-mute
person in Delhi's Jahangirpuri

a new arrangement. The elec-
tricity laws of the country
already permit power compa-
nies to adjust for the rising cost
of fuel used to generate elec-
tricity. Due to the situation in
West Asia and other prevailing
circumstances, fuel costs have
risen sharply, leading to a 31
per cent increase in power pro-
curement costs during the past
month," Sood said.

The minister said the recent
increase in power procurement

~

New Delhi, Agency: A man [}

costs was driven by a sharp rise
in global fuel prices amid the
ongoing crisis in West Asia and
other international develop-
ments. However, he main-
tained that the Delhi
Government intervened to
ensure that consumers were
not burdened with the full
impact of the cost escalation.
"Even though power pro-
curement costs rose by 31 per
cent, the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(DERC) has allowed only an
average increase of 2.4 per cent
in the PPAC. Earlier, the PPAC
had been capped at 14.5 per
cent till March 31. With the lat-
est revision, it stands at
approximately 17.5-17.9 per
cent. This demonstrates our
commitment to protecting con-
sumers from the full impact of
rising global energy prices," he

stated.

According to the minister,
the latest order issued by the
Delhi Electricity Regulatory
Commission seeks to balance
the financial sustainability of
power distribution companies
with consumer interests. He
noted that the order also
includes deferred recovery
mechanisms to limit the imme-
diate burden on consumers.

Sood reiterated that house-
holds benefiting from the Delhi
Government's electricity sub-
sidy scheme would not see any
increase in their bills due to the
PPAC revision.

"I want to categorically state
that all consumers receiving
Delhi Government electricity
subsidies will face absolutely
no impact on their electricity
bills due to this regulatory
adjustment.

to install such arrangements.

safety certificate (FSC).

Delhi: DFS advocates for sprinklers
smoke detectors in new buildings

New Delhi, Agency: When houses were large, they had ventilators
and fewer highly flammable materials, giving residents about 15-17 min-
utes to escape a fire, but with rising population and more combustible
housing materials, Delhi residents now have less than 5 minutes to escape.

To overcome this, the Delhi Fire Service (DFS) had submitted a propos-
al named "Har Ghar Surakshit, Bharat Viksit" to the Delhi Government to
mandate sprinklers and smoke detectors, like in most developed countries
to overcome the recurring fire incidents in the national capital.

According to DFS Chief Fire Officer Abhilash K Malik, newer buildings
have become significantly more vulnerable to rapid fire spread due to fac-
tors such as reduced ventilation, extensive use of air-conditioners and syn-
thetic materials and lower floor-to-ceiling clearances.

Malik said the proposal advocates for making these fire alarm and safe-
ty systems mandatory with immediate effect for under-construction build-
ings. Additionally, older constructions should be given special initiatives

With implementation of such systems, fire-related causalities could be
curbed by over 97 per cent, Malik said.

The plan, if put in action, can result in drastic reduction in blaze-relat-
ed deaths in the national capital within three years.

At present, smoke detectors and automatic sprinklers are mandatory in
all commercial buildings, high-rise residential buildings (exceeding 15
metres in height) and basements larger than 200 square metres. The Delhi
Fire Service requires these properties to hold and periodically renew a fire

Currently, independent houses and low-rise residential buildings
(below 15 metres in height) are exempt from requiring a fire safety no
objection certificate (NOC) and mandatory detector installations.

8 years, multiple outbreaks: Why
Kerala remains India's nipah hotspot

has been apprehended in connec-
tion with the robbery of a mobile
phone from a specially-abled per-
son in northwest Delhi's
Jahangirpuri area, police said on
Sunday, a day after a video of the
incident went viral on social
media.

According to police, the victim is
a deaf and mute man whose mobile
phone was allegedly snatched dur-
ing the incident. Police traced an
eyewitness who had intervened to
help the victim during the robbery.
The witness sustained a minor
knife injury while trying to stop the
accused and later provided a
detailed statement to investigators.

The accused, identified as Firoj
Alam, was nabbed by a team from
Jahangir Puri police station after
officers analysed CCTV footage and
gathered local intelligence.

Police said the accused was fur-

Delhi Tughlagabad building fire was deliberat

)/

ther identified by the victim and
his father during the course of the
investigation. The eyewitness also
identified Alam as the person
involved in the crime.

A background check revealed
that the accused has previously
been involved in cases of robbery
and offences under the Arms Act,
police said.

A case has been registered under
sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS). Police said efforts
are being made to recover the
robbed mobile phone.

New Delhi, Agency: The
latest nipah virus infection in
Kerala has once again drawn
attention to a striking public
health pattern: while India
has reported the deadly dis-
ease from only two states in
the past 25 years, Kerala has
accounted for most con-
firmed cases and outbreaks
since 2018, making it the
country's principal nipah
hotspot.

The latest case, involving a
43-year-old man in
Kozhikode, has triggered
intensive surveillance and
contact tracing, with the
Centre deploying a joint
national response team to
identify where the patient
may have contracted the
infection and assess the risk

T —

of further spread.
The multi-agency team will

support epidemiological
investigations, risk assess-
ment and containment efforts
alongside state authorities.
Health ministry officials said
its immediate priority is to
trace the source of exposure
and determine how the
patient became infected.
Historically, nipah virus
has been reported only from

West Bengal and Kerala.
India's first outbreak was
recorded in Siliguri, West
Bengal, in 2001, followed by
another in Nadia district in
2007. Kerala reported its first
outbreak in 2018, after which
repeated outbreaks and spo-
radic cases were detected in
Kozhikode, Malappuram and
Ernakulam. West Bengal also
reported confirmed cases in
North 24 Parganas earlier
this year.

"Kerala's repeated nipah
outbreaks are likely driven by
a combination of a close ani-
malhuman interface and a
highly sensitive surveillance
system. Fruit bats frequently
interact with human settle-
ments, orchards and fruit-
growing areas, while the

state's healthcare system has
developed a high level of
awareness because of previ-
ous outbreaks, allowing cases
to be detected quickly," an
official familiar with nipah
surveillance said.

Fruit bats, or flying foxes,
are the natural reservoir of
nipah virus, a zoonotic dis-
ease that can spread to
humans through contact with
bat secretions or contaminat-
ed food, and also through
close contact with infected
individuals.

Researchers say Kerala's
ecology may favour recurring
nipah spillovers. Studies have
documented widespread pop-
ulations of Pteropus fruit bats
and roosting sites close to
human settlements.

@ Campus entry banned for DU teacher for
'clicking' photo of student, ICC probes

New Delhi, Agency: A teacher

act of arson, probe reveals chilling details

New Delhi, Agency: Two
days after a fire tore through a
five-storey residential building
in southeast Delhi's
Tughlakabad Extension,
killing three people and injur-
ing eight others, police said
that the blaze was a deliberate
act of arson and have nabbed
four persons, including a 17-
year-old girl.

The fire broke out around 2.
24am on June 12 at a Building
in street No. 1. The flames
quickly spread from the
ground floor to the fifth floor,
engulfing the building and
trapping several residents
inside.

Eight people suffered burn
injuries and were rushed to
AIIMS Trauma Centre and

Wrong-side SUV hits traffic cop in
SE Delhi; sales director arrested

e

afdarjung Hospital.

Three
victims - Pankaj Pandey, Sonia
Kumari and Sushila Devi -

later succumbed to their
injuries.

Read more: Mumtaz saved
2 sisters, but futile search for
cat landed her in ICU

Police had initially regis-
tered a case under provisions

relating to negligent handling
of fire and causing death by
negligence. However, as
reported earlier, during the
investigation, CCTV footage
showed a woman entering the
premises shortly before the
blaze broke out, prompting
investigators to probe the pos-
sibility of foul play.

The investigation led to the
apprehension of a 17-year-old
girl who allegedly told cops
that she had been told to set
fire to a scooter belonging to
Deepak, a resident of the
building's fifth floor.

"The teenager said that she
had been instructed by a 27-
year-old woman, who provid-
ed her with petrol and a
matchbox and directed her to

target the vehicle over a mone-
tary dispute involving
Deepak," a senior police officer
said.

Media was the first to speak
to Deepak, a bike taxi driver,
on the day of the fire at the
Safdurjang hospital's burn
ward as his wife, Mumtaz was
in ICU critical, and his two sis-
ters in law were also critical at
AIIMS burn ward.

Police said the 27-year-old
woman, in turn, revealed dur-
ing questioning that she had
acted at the behest of a 33-
year-old man and his 27-year-
old brother.

Investigators suspect the
fire was part of a conspiracy
hatched to settle a personal
dispute.

at a Delhi University college has
been barred from entering the
campus pending an inquiry into
allegations that he secretly clicked
photographs of a woman student
during an examination earlier this
week.

The college authorities have also
confiscated his mobile phone and
he has been removed from exami-
nation duty. Further action,
including the possibility of a police
complaint, will be considered after
the internal complaints committee
(ICC) completes its probe, officials
said.

ICC has been asked to submit its
report within seven days, by June
20. The college administration said
subsequent action would be taken
based on the committee's recom-
mendations.

The principal said that after
receiving a complaint from the stu-
dent, the administration examined
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CCTV footage from the venue and
allegedly found evidence of the
teacher, who was on invigilation
duty, clicking  photographs.
"Accordingly, his phone was
checked and confiscated. Upon
examining the phone, several such
photographs were found," the prin-
cipal told Media.

No stay on Jaipur Polo Ground

New Delhi, Agency: A sales
director at a private firm has been
arrested in connection with an alleged
hit-and-run case in which a traffic
police constable was injured while
attempting to stop an SUV being driv-
en on the wrong side in southeast
Delhi's Sarai Jullena. CCTV footage of
the incident had gone viral, showing
the officer being knocked down by the
speeding vehicle.

The accused, identified as
Mohammad Mubashshir Abbas, 31,
holds a postgraduate degree in mass
communication. He had been work-
ing in Dubai for the past two years
and returned to India about 10 days
before the incident. He is currently
employed as a sales director with a
private firm in Connaught Place.

DCP (Crime) Sanjeev Yadav said
that on June 10, head constable Rahul
Kumar was deployed with other per-
sonnel at the Sarai Jullena traffic
intersection leading towards Jamia

Nagar. Around 9.45 am, a black SUV
was seen approaching at high speed
from the Jamia side on the wrong side
of the road.

When Kumar signalled the driver
to stop, the latter allegedly accelerat-
ed, hit the constable and sped away
towards Mata Mandir Marg. A case
was subsequently registered and an
investigation initiated.

"The team under supervision of
ACP Satendra Mohan examined
CCTV footage along the route taken
by the vehicle. Simultaneously,
ground intelligence was developed,
which helped identify the accused as
Mohammad Mubashshir Abbas, a
resident of Jamia Nagar," Yadav said.

Police traced Abbas to Connaught
Place Friday.

During interrogation, Abbas told
police he was heading to his work-
place and was running late. To avoid
heavy congestion near Sarai Jullena,
he chose to drive against traffic.

eviction, Centre takes possession

New Delhi, Agency:
Central govt on Saturday took
physical possession of the 15.2-
acre Jaipur Polo Ground in the
Race Course area, after Indian
Polo Association (IPA), which
manages the facility, failed to
get relief from court on an evic-
tion notice by Land and
Development Office (L&DO).

L&DO officials pasted a
notice on the front wall of the
ground, which stated, "This is
the property of Land &
Development Office, Govt of
India. Any unauthorised occu-
pation, encroachment, con-
struction or illegal activities is a
punishable offence under the
law."

IPA has termed the eviction
"wrongful, arbitrary and con-
trary to law", and said it would
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pursue all available legal reme-
dies to safeguard its rights and
interests.

Refusing to grant interim
relief to the association Friday,
vacation judge Dhirendra Rana
said he was not inclined to halt
the implementation of the evic-
tion order issued on May 20.

Delhi High Court disposed of
a plea on June 8, directing the
Patiala House court to hear the

association's stay application on
June 10 and asking the parties
to appear before the district and
sessions judge. While disposing
of the matter, the vacation
bench of the high court orally
made critical observations
regarding Centre's proposed
takeover and its probable
impact on the current land-
scape of Lutyens' Delhi.

During Friday's hearing, cen-
tral govt's standing counsel,
Ashish Dixit, asked the court for
more time to file its response to
IPA's challenge against the evic-
tion order and its request to put
the order on hold.

The request was opposed by
the IPA counsel, who urged the
court to stay the execution of
the order until central govt filed
its response.

In response, Dixit argued
that the association had incor-
rectly submitted before Delhi
High Court that its request for
interim relief wasn't considered
by the district court and
claimed that no separate stay
application was filed by IPA.

After hearing the parties, the
judge noted that the district
judge had not granted any stay
on June 3 and that the writ peti-
tion filed by IPA before the high
court was disposed of on June 8
without any interim protection.
"Therefore, keeping in view the
judicial discipline and propri-
ety, I am not inclined to stay the
execution of impugned order
even till next date," the court
said, refusing to stay the evic-
tion order while asking Centre
to file its reply on June 17.



