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Delhi Tughlagabad building fire

7-year-old roped in for arson bid that killed 3; cops probe monetary dispute

New Delhi, Agency :
The fire that tore through a

five-storey residential
building in  southeast
Delhi's Tughlagabad
Extension early Friday,

killing three members of a
family and injuring five oth-
ers, was not an accident or
caused by a short circuit,
but a deliberate act of
arson, allegedly over a mon-
etary dispute with one of
the tenants of the building,
police probe has revealed.

Three people - Sarita
(27), and two brothers,
Niranjan (33) and
Rajkumar (27) - have been
arrested while a minor girl,
aged 17, has been appre-
hended.\

The blaze broke out at 2.
24am on June 12 in Street
No. 1, Madhyam Marg. The
victims included Pankaj
Pandey (28), his sister Soni
(20) and their maternal
grandmother Sushila Devi
(70). Deepak, the tenant
whose scooter was the tar-

get of the arson plot, was
away in Agra. However, his
wife Mumtaz was admitted
to the ICU at Safdarjung
hospital while his two sis-
ters-in-law, Seema (16) and
Kareena (18),were admitted
to AIIMS.

Initially, police regis-
tered a case under BNS sec-
tions related to negligent
handling of fire and causing
death by  negligence.
However, the direction of
the probe changed after
investigators examined
CCTV footage and spotted a
girl entering the premises
shortly before the fire
erupted. It led them to
identify and apprehend a
teenager from Govindpuri,
who said she had been
asked by Sarita to set fire to
a scooter belonging to
Deepak, a bike taxi driver
who resided on the build-
ing's fifth floor.

Sarita allegedly provided
the minor with petrol and a
matchbox and asked her to

target the two-wheeler.
Police suspect she conduct-
ed a recce of the area for
around a week, identifying
both the building and
Deepak's scooter before-
hand.

On the day of the inci-
dent, she allegedly took the
minor on her scooty to a
spot near the building,
showed her the vehicle and
handed over petrol and
matches. After the scooter
was set ablaze, the two fled.

Police sources said CCTV

cameras captured the
woman and the minor trav-
elling on the scooter before
and after the incident. The
girl was also captured
entering the building at 2.
22am. Investigators traced
the vehicle through its reg-
istration number, which led
them to the suspects.
During questioning,
Sarita claimed she had
acted at the behest of
Niranjan and Rajkumar,
who are Deepak's cousins.
She alleged Deepak had

borrowed Rs 40,000-Rs
50,000 from her but failed
to return the money
despite repeated demands
over the past few months.
Police sources said she was
allegedly involved in a
relationship with one of
the brothers and had asked
him to persuade Deepak to
repay the amount. When

the money was not
returned, she allegedly
conspired to have
Deepak's  scooter set
ablaze.

Cops are verifying

Sarita's claims about the
loan and also probing if
she threatened Deepak
that she would set his
scooter ablaze if he failed
to return it.

Speaking to Media,
Deepak's brother alleged
the motive went beyond a
monetary dispute.
"Deepak had advised our
cousin against getting
involved with Sarita as he
was married and had three

children, which is why she
plotted to take revenge,’
he claimed, adding, "Now
he is being questioned
while his wife is battling
for her life in the ICU."

On the day of the inci-
dent, Deepak told Media
he had narrowly escaped
as he was not in the city.
He had recounted how he
had guided his wife
Mumtaz to safety over the
phone as the blaze spread.
Mumtaz, however, went
back inside in an attempt
to rescue her two sisters
and later their pet cat.

Following the findings,
police have added sections
related to criminal con-
spiracy, culpable homi-
cide, attempt to commit
culpable homicide, mis-
chief by fire and lurking
house-trespass by night
under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. Sarita, Niranjan
and Rajkumar have been
remanded in two-day
police custody.

Delhi wakes up to steady rain as IMD forecasts Fire breaks out at private hospital

wet spell across northwest India till June 19

New Delhi, Agency
: The city witnessed
steady rainfall on Monday
morning, following fore-
casts issued by the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) and
weather experts who had
predicted wet weather
conditions across north-
west India under the
influence of an active
western disturbance.

The rain, accompanied
by cloudy skies and lower
temperatures, brought
relief from the heat.
Authorities are continu-
ing to monitor the situa-
tion as forecasts indicate
further light to moderate
rainfall across the region.

IMD scientist Naresh
Kumar, on Saturday, said
weather conditions across

Delhi Police invokes anti-organised crime
law against alleged Irani Gang kingpin

New Delhi, Agency :

from the Bay of Bengal
and

the Arabian

Agency

in southwest Delhi, no casualties

New Delhi,
Around 10-15 patients were
evacuated after a fire broke out

In a

northwest India are llkely
to ease gradually as the
western disturbance cur-
rently located over North
Haryana moves forward.
The region has
received substantial rain-
fall along with strong
winds over the past few
days. However, meteorol-
ogists expect rainfall
activity to ease slightly

across northwest India in
the coming days.
Explaining the weather
pattern, Naresh Kumar
said, "Over the past few
days, northwest India,
including Delhi, has expe-
rienced moderate to
heavy rainfall due to the
influence of a western dis-
turbance combined with
moisture-laden winds

Sea...This confluence has
led to significant rainfall
in regions like Himachal
Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, with wind
speeds reaching up to 60-
70 km/h."

Regarding the alert sta-
tus, he noted, "Currently,
the western disturbance is
positioned over North
Haryana, and while the
rainfall intensity is expect-
ed to decrease, light to
moderate rainfall is still
anticipated across north-
west India. We have issued
a yellow alert for Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, and Haryana, with
expected strong winds in
Rajasthan .

in the electric meter of a private
hospital on Sunday night in
southwest Delhi's Dabri.

According to the police, a PCR
call was received around 10.27
pm at the Sagarpur police station
about the fire at the kidney hos-
pital. Simultaneously, a call was
also received by the Delhi Fire
Service (DFS). Four fire tenders
with around 24 fire personnel
and around 15 police officers
rushed to the spot along with
PCR vans and CATS ambulance
teams.

Upon reaching the spot, offi-
cials discovered that the fire had
already been extinguisned by the
hospital staff using fire extin-
guishers. The patients who were
present in the hospital at the
time of the incident were evacu-
ated by the hospital administra-

tion along with assistance from
security guards - some of whom
were deployed on the rear side of
the hospital and had rushed
towards the front - and locals.
Residents had also reportedly
broken open a lock on the rear
gate using a hammer to facilitate
quick evacuation.

Preliminary inquiry revealed
that the blaze had broken out
due to a short circuit in the elec-
tricity meter and panel, police
said. Fire officials added that the
junction box was located on the
ground floor of the five-storey
building. Due to the electric
source of the fire, BSES officials
also reached the spot.

Delhi gets relief from heat as IMD issues
red alert for thunderstorms, hghtnlng

major crackdown on organised
crime, Delhi Police's Central
District has invoked the stringent
provisions of the Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA) against an alleged
crime syndicate headed by Nasir
Hafiz Khan, alias Irani and
Sameer, who 1is accused of
involvement in robbery, cheating
and other serious offences across
multiple states.

The action follows an investi-
gation into a robbery case regis-
tered at DBG Road police station
in 2025. During the probe, police
allegedly uncovered an organised
criminal network headed by Khan
that was involved in a series of
offences committed for pecuniary
gain and unlawful advantage.

According to police, Khan, a
native of Mumbai and an alleged
key operative of the notorious
Irani Gang, has a criminal history
spanning around 38 cases across
Delhi, Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana.
Investigators said he had previ-
ously been booked under MCOCA
by Mumbai Police and remained
in judicial custody until August
2024.

Police alleged that after his
release, Khan resumed criminal
activities and, along with his asso-
ciates, carried out a robbery of Rs
18.84 lakh in the DBG Road area
on October 23, 2025. During his
subsequent abscondence, he
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allegedly travelled to
Maharashtra and Rajasthan,
where he was booked in multiple
cheating cases involving the theft
of gold jewellery and ornaments.

Officials said that in Nagpur,
he was allegedly involved in two
cheating cases in November 2025
involving gold ornaments and
jewellery. Another case was regis-
tered against him in Ajmer,
Rajasthan, where he allegedly
cheated a senior citizen woman of
approximately 10 tolas of gold
worth around Rs 40 lakh.

Wanted in several criminal
cases, Khan was arrested by a
team from DBG Road police sta-
tion on January 3, 2026, follow-
ing what police described as an
extensive investigation involving
the examination of thousands of
CCTV footage clips, technical sur-
veillance and field intelligence.

At his instance, police recov-
ered five mobile phones, internet
dongles, a car allegedly purchased
using proceeds of crime, the bag
used in the robbery and other
incriminating documents linked
to the offences.

New Delhi, Agency : |
Delhi woke up to light
showers on Monday morn-
ing, bringing some respite
from the prevailing heat
even as the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) warned
of more intense weather
through the day, issuing
red and orange alerts for .
thunderstorms and light- &
ning across large parts of =

the national capital.

Rain was recorded at
several weather stations,
though in modest
amounts. Palam received
1.3 mm of rainfall, while

mm. Lodhi Road reported
only a trace of rain.
Despite the showers,
minimum temperatures
remained above normal in

Ayariagar recorded 0.6

many parts of the city.
According to the IMD, the
Safdarjung observatory,
Delhi's primary weather
station, recorded a mini-

mum temperature of

28.2°C, which was 0.7
degrees above normal for
this time of year.

Other parts of the city
reported comparatively
lower temperatures. Palam
recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 25.4°C, while
Lodhi Road and Ridge reg-
istered 26°C and 25.5°C
respectively.  Ayanagar
recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 26.6°C.

The weather office said
light to moderate rain and
thunderstorms accompa-
nied by lightning are very
likely in several parts of
Delhi.

New Delhi, Agency :

ISBT Kashmere Gate.

Traffic Police head constable was
killed while on duty after being
struck by a scooter and subse-
quently run over by a goods carrier
near ISBT Kashmere Gate in North
Delhi on Saturday, the police said.

The deceased has been identi-
fied as Head Constable Anil, 39,
who was deployed on traffic man-
agement duty on Ring Road near

According to the police, the acci-
dent occurred on the carriageway
from Shanti Van towards Chandgi
Ram Akhara. Anil was regulating
traffic when a scooter carrying

A Delhi

three persons allegedly hit him
from the Hanuman Mandir side.
The impact threw the officer
onto the road, where a goods carri-
er passing through the stretch ran
over him, causing grievous injuries.
He was rushed to Sushrut Trauma
Centre in Civil Lines in critical con-

Delhi Traffic cop dies after being hit near Kashmere Gate
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dition
injuries

The

has cast a shadow over the force,
highlighting the risks faced by
personnel while performing duties
on some of the capital's busiest
roads. Anil was residing in rented
accommodation in Chhatarpur
while serving in Delhi. His family

lives in
Behror

The police said the scooter rider
has been apprehended and further
investigation into the incident is
underway.

Kotputli district.

but succumbed to his
despite doctors' efforts.

death of the traffic officer

Jatganwara village in the
area of Rajasthan's
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