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'"Won't let Indus waters reach patrons of terror'
Rajnath Singh's strong message to Pakistan’

New Delhi, Agency:
With the Indus Waters
Treaty already in abeyance,
defence minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday reinforced
India's hardening stance
towards Pakistan. He
asserted that the Narendra
Modi-led government
would not allow the waters
of the Indus river to reach
what he described as the
"patrons of terror." The
defence minister remarks
come as India continues to
keep the decades-old Indus
Waters Treaty in abeyance,
a punitive diplomatic meas-
ure adopted in the after-
math of the Pakistan-spon-
sored Pahalgam terror
attack last year.

Addressing an event in
Hyderabad, defence minis-

ter Rajnath said the NDA

government had shown
through Operation Sindoor
that it knows how to deal
with those who do not
understand the language of
peace.

He strongly denounced
the Congress and other
opposition parties for ques-
tioning Operation Sindoor
and the courage of India's

armed forces. Rajnath said
the government had made
it clear that if terror attacks
were carried out against
India, Pakistan would face
consequences, including on
issues related to water and
trade. "After the Pahalgam
terror attack, by suspending
the Indus Waters Treaty, we
said that those whose tears
have dried up should not
expect water from us. We
will not let the waters of the
Sindhu reach the patrons of
terrorists and enemies of
humanity," he said. Rajnath
said India has emerged as a
trusted partner on the glob-
al stage and has consistent-
ly helped countries during
times of crisis.

Recalling India's support
to several nations during

the Covid-19 pandemic, he
said the country is now seen
as a "vishwa bandhu" or
friend of the world. At the
same time, he warned that
India's adversaries should
remember that the country
possesses not only vaccines
but also BrahMos missiles.
The defence minister
said India is producing
goods not only for domestic
use but also for global mar-
kets. He expressed confi-
dence that the country's
exports would touch $2 tril-
lion over the next five years.
Highlighting growth in
the defence sector, Rajnath
said defence production
currently stands at around
Rs 1.5 lakh crore and is
expected to rise to Rs 1.7
lakh crore soon. He added

Standard helmets & seat belts
could have saved thousands of
lives on roads in 2024

New Delhi, Agency:
:Standard helmets and
seatbelts could have saved
thousands of lives in 2024.
Over 40% of the 81,780
two-wheeler riders killed in
road crashes could have
survived had they worn
good-quality helmets,
while seat belts could have
prevented about half of the
21,088 deaths among car
occupants.

The number of fatalities
have been released by the
road transport ministry. As per a
UN Motorcycle Helmet Study,
motorcyclists are 26 times more
likely to die in road crashes than
drivers of cars and wearing an
appropriate helmet "improves
their chances of survival by 42%
and helps avoid 69% of injuries
to riders." Similarly, as per
World Health Organisation,
seat-belts are approximately

standard helmets and seatbelts
have potential of preventing a
large share of road fatalities
going by global experience, so
far there has been no India spe-
cific study. "The are multiple
reasons for crashes. There have
been several instances of limb
loss because of rash driving by
two-wheeler drivers. We can get
the exact cause of crashes and
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Hair Dye under
Regulator's Lens;
Firms asked to prove

safety compliance

New Delhi, Agency: Millions
of Indians use hair colour products
every month to cover grey hair or
change their appearance. Now, the
country's drug regulator wants
manufacturers and importers to
demonstrate that the products
they sell comply with safety stan-
dards and carry adequate warn-
ings for consumers.

In a circular issued on June 10,
the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation (CDSCO)
directed companies dealing in hair
colour cosmetics to ensure compli-
ance with the Cosmetics Rules,
2020, and applicable Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS) norms
governing ingredients, safety
restrictions and labelling.

The move comes amid height-
ened regulatory attention on cos-
metic products and places the
spotlight on ingredients used in
hair dyes, some of which are sub-
ject to restrictions because of their
potential to trigger allergic reac-
tions or other adverse effects in
sensitive users. CDSCO said hair
colour products must comply with
standards that specify which
colouring ingredients can be used,
which substances are restricted,
and what warnings, directions and
safety information must be dis-
played on labels.

Ex-RCom execs Doshi & Seth arrested by ED in ADAG case

New Delhi, Agency: ED Friday arrested Gautam
Doshi and Satish Seth, former top executives in Reliance
Telecom and close associates of Anil Ambani, in its
ongoing money laundering probe against Ambani's
Reliance group entities. Doshi and Seth were arrested in
Mumbai. While Doshi was brought to Delhi to be pre-
sented before a special PMLA court; Seth, after arrest,
was hospitalised at JJ Hospital in Mumbai.

"Doctors who are treating the accused were not allow-

50% effective in preventing
fatalities in crashes in which
motorists would otherwise die.
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ing ED to physically produce him before court. Hence,

ED moved application seeking permission to produce him on video confer-
ence," it said. Later, a Mumbai court sent Seth to ED custody for two days with
transit remand to be produced before a Delhi court on June 14.

ED's case against Ambani and his group entities and associates is handled by
a special investigation team constituted at the agency's headquarters here. The
duo, along with Amitabh Jhunjhunwala, who is in judicial custody, comprised

the core leadership team of Ambani.

ICMR, Gates Foundation launch Rs
1-Crore challenge to fight anaemia

New Delhi, Agency:
With anaemia continuing to
affect nearly one in two ado-
lescent girls and women
despite long-running supple-
mentation programmes, the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and the
Gates Foundation have
launched a Rs. 1-crore Grand
Challenge to develop attrac-
tive, iron-rich food products
that women would be willing
to consume every day.

The initiative seeks pro-
posals to develop affordable,
nutrient-dense foods for ado-
lescent girls and women of
reproductive age, shifting the
focus from conventional sup-
plementation towards prod-
ucts that are more appealing,
convenient and aligned with
consumer preferences. The

companies and non-profit
organisations, with grants of
up to Rs. 1 crore available for
prototype development over
one year.

According to the docu-
ment, anaemia affects around
50% of adolescent girls and
women of reproductive age in
India. Despite years of iron-
folic acid supplementation
programmes, the burden
remains high because of poor
adherence, concerns over
side effects, social stigma
around medicines, supply-
chain challenges and low

programme is open to
researchers, startups, food

'Order floor test': Ritabrata
Banerjee claims support of 64 TMC
MLASs, submits list to Speaker

New Delhi, Agency: West
Bengal leader of opposition
Ritabrata Banerjee on Friday
claimed the support of 64 of the
Trinamool Congress's 80 MLAs in
the state assembly, amounting to
more than two-thirds of the
party's legislative strength. He
said the names had been submit-
ted to the Speaker and asserted
that his majority would be proven
if a floor test were held.

"Just as the rebel MPs submit-
ted their list to the Lok Sabha
Speaker in Parliament, the rebel
TMC MLAs also submitted their
list to the assembly Speaker. The
number of MLAs with us current-
ly stands at 64. If the Speaker feels
it is necessary, he can order a floor
test. We will prove our strength in
how many MLAs are with us," PTI
quoted Ritabrata Banerjee saying.
"Whether the number increases or

not, we will know by Monday or
Tuesday,” he added. Addressing
the reports regarding 20 Lok
Sabha MPs rebelling against TMC,
he said, "I will not be surprised if
more than 20 MPs are found to be
associated with the rebellion. A
Member of Parliament has a right
to raise questions. But we were
told that questions would come
from a particular place or a
research team. I did not submit a
single question during my last
Rajya Sabha session because I
objected to that system".

Speaking on Kalyan Banerjee's
remarks targeting the party lead-
ership, Ritabrata said the veteran
parliamentarian had merely
voiced concerns long raised by the
dissident camp. "What he said
individually is something we have
been saying collectively for a long
time," he said.

The twin rebellions have trig-
gered TMC's most serious organi-
sational crisis since its inception
in 1998, with the party dismissing
the dissidents' claims as politically
motivated while the rebels contin-
ue to assert their numerical
strength in the assembly and
Parliament.

awareness.

Recognising that food

New Delhi, Agency:
growing shift by industrial and com-
mercial consumers to retail fuel sta-
tions to take advantage of lower

choices are often driven by
taste, convenience and social
norms, the challenge calls for
development of products that
are "aspirational” rather than
medicinal. Suggested formats
include fortified snacks, bars,
chikkis, savoury bites, bever-
ages, gummies, chewables
and other convenient food
products capable of deliver-
ing iron while fitting natural-
ly into daily consumption
habits. The programme seeks
products capable of deliver-
ing about 4-5 mg of iron per
serving  while ensuring
affordability, consumer
acceptability and scalability
across diverse Indian set-
tings. Developers have also
been encouraged to use
regionally relevant ingredi-
ents and flavours and incor-
porate strategies that
improve iron absorption.

) consumers.
Amid a

The road transport ministry's
report, which is based on data
provided by state police depart-
shows
recorded a maximum of 7,744
deaths due to non-wearing of
helmets,
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh (5,543). In case
of fatalities attributed to non-
wearing of seatbelts,
Pradesh reported the maximum
2,816 deaths,
Madhya Pradesh (1,929) and
Maharashtra (1,427).

While trauma care experts
agreed that proper wearing of

prices, govt has empowered itself to
temporarily restrict bulk purchases
of petrol and diesel from pumps dur-
ing periods of supply stress to pre-
vent shortages, hoarding and diver-
sion of supplies meant for ordinary

The petroleum ministry has noti-
fied the Motor Spirit and High Speed
Diesel (Temporary Regulation of
Supply through Retail Outlets)

has

Tamil Nadu

followed
(5,946)

by
and

Uttar
followed by

fatalities when every hospital
has a trauma registry. The work
started
Supreme Court order," said a
senior trauma care surgeon at
JPNA Trauma Center in Delhi.

Road safety expert Rohit
Baluja said that unfortunately,
crash data in India remains
"largely descriptive rather than
diagnostic". He added, "Most
crashes continue to be attributed
to driver error or weather condi-
tions, while critical contributory
factors relating to road design,
traffic engineering deficiencies,
vehicle factors,
practices,
response are seldom scientifical-
ly investigated or recorded."

after a recent

enforcement

and  post-crash

Operation Sindoor DGMO Lt Gen Ghai
named Military Adviser toNSCS

New Delhi, Agency:
This is the first time a serv-
ing military officer has been
appointed Military Adviser
to the NSCS, which is head-
ed by National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval.
Previous holders of the post
were all retired officers.

Lt Gen Ghai, whose mil-
itary tenure runs until
December 2027, is expected
to assume charge shortly.
His appointment to the
NSCS was made earlier this
week. Lt Gen Ghai does not
have the seniority or the
mandatory residual service
required for appointment
as an Army Commander.
He previously commanded
the 15 Corps before serving
as DGMO and later as
Deputy Chief of the Army
Staff. Commissioned into
the Kumaon Regiment, he
has commanded an

infantry battalion in the
western sector, an inde-
pendent brigade in the
Central sector and a divi-
sion in Arunachal Pradesh.

In the past, another
serving officer, Lt Gen MU
Nair, was  appointed

National Cyber Security
Coordinator in the NSCS.
However, Lt Gen Ghai will
be the first serving officer to
hold the post of Military
Adviser. Before him, the
position was held by Gen
NS Raja Subramani, who is
now the Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS).

Order, 2026, creating a legal frame-
work under which restrictions can be
imposed on fuel
through retail outlets whenever
deemed necessary in public interest.

Institutional, industrial and com-

procurement

mercial consumers can be directed

not to procure petrol or diesel from
retail outlets and instead source their
requirements through authorised
bulk channels.

'Escalated by giving it a platform': Comedian Pranit More apologises
for Rs 370 biryani post, begs for 'chance to become better person'

New Delhi,
Agency: Stand-up
comedian Pranit More
has issued a public apol-
ogy following the contro-
versy over the viral 'Rs
370 biryani' remark
made during one of his
comedy shows, saying he
made a 'serious mistake' by
allowing derogatory com-
ments to be made on stage
and failing to intervene.

In a video posted on
Instagram, More acknowl-
edged the criticism he has
faced since the clip went
viral and admitted that he

L ol

should have stopped the
remarks at the time.

"You may have seen the
video for which I have been
receiving a lot of criticism,
and I believe I deserve it.
Several derogatory remarks
were made in that video. At
the time, everyone around
was laughing, and I got car-

ried away. It was a
lapse in judgement on
my part, and I believe it
was a serious mistake,"
he said.

More admitted that
he could have stopped
the conversation or
taken a stand during
the show.

"I could have stopped it
there or taken a stand, but I
failed to do so. By giving it a
platform, I contributed to
the situation escalating the
way it did," he said.

The comedian apolo-
gised to those who were

offended by the incident
and said he was cooperating
with authorities in connec-
tion with the case.

"I want to sincerely apol-
ogise to everyone who was
hurt because of this. I am
also cooperating with the
authorities in relation to
any legal proceedings
against me," More said.

Seeking another chance
from his audience, he
added, "I would just like to
request one thing from all
of you - please give me one
chance. I will prove that I
can become a better person.



