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I1I'T-Delhi top Indian insti-

New Delhi, Agency:
The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Delhi, has
retained its position as
India's top-ranked universi-
ty, climbing to 118th global-
ly and matching the highest
rank ever achieved by an
Indian institution - a dis-

tute In QS Rankings

72 per cent improvement
rate, driven by its state-
backed Double First-Class
University Plan. The report
said India's trajectory shows
similar momentum - rapid
cohort expansion, stronger
research  output and
improving employer recog-

tinction first attained by IIT

nition - while remaining

Bombay - in the QS World
University Rankings 2027.

The Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(MIT) retained the world's
top position overall. IIT-
Bombay, IIT-Madras, IIT-
Kharagpur and IIT-Kanpur
followed in the national
standings, occupying the
second to fifth positions,
respectively.

Father arrested for
bid to kill girl over

'transgender traits
Kanpur, Agency: Auraiya

India's presence in the

rankings has expanded
sharply, with 52 universities
featured this year, up from
14 in 2017 - a 271 per cent
increase. The country is now
the fifth most represented
higher education system
globally, behind the US, the
UK, China and Germany.
The expansion is also
geographically  broader.

Institutions across Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana,
Maharashtra and Delhi
have posted record-high
positions, signalling that
performance gains are no
longer concentrated in tra-
ditional IIT hubs.
According to QS,
Mainland China recorded a

more decentralised and
institutionally diverse.

"India demonstrates par-
ticular strength in research
impact and graduate out-
comes, while continuing to
expand the breadth and
quality of its system," the
official statement noted,
calling it one of the most
consequential shifts in glob-
al higher education.

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh & Tamil Nadu
top subsidy givers, says CAG report

New Delhi, Agency: Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Punjab have emerged
as the biggest dole givers, with subsidies
accounting for over 13.5% of their total expen-
diture in 2024-25, Comptroller & Auditor
General has said in its latest report on state
In absolute terms, subsidies offered
by states have jumped threefold, with 28 of
them spending nearly Rs 4.4 lakh crore in
2024-25, compared with 1.4 lakh crore in 2015-
16. During this period, their total expenditure rose 2.3 times.

finances.

police on Wednesday arrested a
man for attempting to kill his 14-
year-old daughter after targeting
her over her transgender charac-
teristics. The accused allegedly
beat the minor with a stick, threw
her into the Patna canal and fled,
police said. The girl, a resident of
Kotwali Shivli area of Kanpur
Dehat, survived because the
canal's water level was low,
enabling her to drift towards the
bank, where she was rescued by
locals. She was taken to a nearby
CHC, from where she was shifted
to a hospital given her critical con-
dition. According to police, the vic-
tim's father took her on a scooter,
claiming he would drop her at her
aunt's house in Bidhuna. On the
way, between the villages of
Baderahar and Bunchpur, he
allegedly stopped the scooter,
began abusing her with slurs relat-
ed to her gender identity and
assaulted her repeatedly. She told
police he then dumped her into the
canal and escaped. Bystanders
who noticed the injured child and
heard her cries informed the
police. Inspector Lalitesh Narayan
Tripathi, station house officer of
Bela police station, and Santosh
Kumar, in charge of the Purwa
Sujan outpost, reached the spot
and transported her to the CHC.

High Court stays construction GOCWhite Knight Corps reviews securlty
of church near Hindu temple

Chennai, Agency:
Holding that mala fide |
intent could not be ruled
out in a proposal to build a
church in the vicinity of a
Hindu temple, Madras HC §
has stayed its construction
in Coimbatore.

"Coimbatore is a com-
munally sensitive city. It
witnessed bomb Dblasts

and
bloody religious riots. The pro-
posed church would come up
within a stone's throw from the
existing Mariyamman Temple.
There are only a handful of

Christian families. If a large
church is proposed to be con-
structed in the vicinity of the
Mariyamman Temple, mala fide
intentions cannot be ruled out," a
division bench of Justices G R
Swaminathan and A%
Lakshminarayanan said.

The court said it would also
take on record the submission of
the petitioner that since a new
govt led by C Joseph Vijay was
formed, "posters have appeared
in some parts of Tamil Nadu call-
ing for construction of churches
in every village".

The interim order was passed
on a plea by N Balasubramaniyam

As a proportion of revenue spending, subsidies increased from 1.1% to 1.4%,
the report pointed out. Similarly, as a share of state GDP, it rose to 10.2% in FY

Sanjay Raut showers cuss
words like confetti

New Delhi, Agency: Long
confined to street-corner argu-
ments, village chaupals and
late-night college addas, cuss
words such as 'b...sdi' and 'g...u’
found a place in mainstream
political discourse on
Wednesday, with Sena UBT's
Sanjay Raut using them at a
presser to describe defectors,
and then telling reporters,
"Don't cut it, run it."

When questioned on his lan-
guage, Rajya Sabha MP Raut
was unrepentant: "This is how
it is used in Maharashtra... T am
the editor of Saamana, I know
the language."

The remark marks a new low
in political discourse, though
profanity has increasingly been
normalised in public forums.
Once used to express rage or, at
times, affection, abuses have
become markers of cool. They
feature prominently in stand-up
comedy, Bollywood films such as
'Dev D', 'Gulaal' and 'Omkara’,
and many OTT shows. On social
media, abusive language is fre-
quently used to target people,
especially women. A 2019
Amnesty study found that one in
seven tweets directed at women
netas in India was either "prob-
lematic or abusive".

As reports emerged that six
to seven of Sena UBT's nine LS
MPs were preparing to walk out,
Raut branded the suspected
rebels "cowardly foxes" and
mocked their flight to Delhi on a
chartered plane. Yet the bravado
sat oddly beside his insistence
that nobody was defecting. Raut
repeatedly claimed a "wrong pic-
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ture is being painted"and that all
11 MPs, including two RS mem-
bers, remained "100% with
Thackeray".

Raut earlier alleged each MP
was offered Rs 15 crore to defect.
On Wednesday, he escalated the
charge, claiming each defector
was promised Rs 50 crore, with
Rs 15 crore paid as advance. He
alleged that Dharashiv MP
Omraje Nimbalkar was offered a
favourable verdict in his father's
murder case to switch sides.

Raut, Arvind Sawant and Anil
Desai met Speaker Om Birla
and submitted a letter arguing
that a breakaway "group" can-
not merge. The letter invoked
the anti-defection law and the
party's pending SC battle over
the "real Shiv Sena". Birla
assured them rules would be
followed. Meanwhile, suspected
rebels remained in Delhi and
were expected to seek recogni-
tion as a separate group back-
ing the Shinde-led Sena.
Minister Uday Samant said
leaders from Sena (UBT) would
cross over "in phases".

25, compared with 7.7% in FY16.

Comedy show fallout: Karnataka to
issue norms on handling cadavers

Bengaluru, Agency:
Karnataka govt will soon
issue guidelines to medical
students on showing appro-
priate behaviour and respect
towards bodies donated for
studies and research.

The move comes days
after clips of medical stu-
dents talking disrespectfully
about cadavers went viral on
social media, triggering a
nationwide debate on ethics,
professionalism, and respect
for cadavers among medical
students.

The ethics committee will
meet next week to discuss
how best to reiterate the
existing guidelines with
modifications on medical
students' conduct while han-
dling cadavers.

Terming body donation
one of the noblest forms of
donation, medical education

Patil told Media that
although the state has had no
such cases, govt will still
issue cadaver guidelines for
students.

With anatomy forming
the foundation for all clinical
subjects, cadaver study is an
integral part of the first-year
MBBS curriculum. It helps
medical students understand

nerves, muscles, and blood
vessels before they go on to

learn surgery, medicine,
radiology, and other special-
ties. The state has 72 medical
colleges with 13,000 stu-
dents. According to
Karnataka Medical Council,
students are taught to
respect cadavers and recog-
nise the noble act of body

3 critical SII vaccines
to cost 20% more

New Delhi, Agency:
Drug price regulator
National Pharmaceuticals
Pricing Authority (NPPA)
has approved a 20% price
hike for Serum Institute of
India's BCG, measles and
measles-rubella vaccines.

This move is unusual
since price hikes are rare
when one company domi-
nates the market.

NPPA had fixed the pr-
ice ceiling in Dec 2024
based on Pharmarack data
after applying monopoly
reduction of 17.1% under
Drugs Prices Control Order,
2013. Serum Institute filed a
review application with the
department of pharmaceu-
ticals (DoP), which referred
the matter to NPPA. Serum
Institute had argued that
the vaccines were complex,
had few alternatives, and

"The vaccines in ques-
tion are of critical public
health significance, have
shown relatively stable price

trends, impose minimal
financial burden on citizens
and are supplied by a single
manufacturer at relatively
low prices," read DoP's sub-
mission to NPPA. NPPA
decided that ceiling price
may be revised without
applying reduction under
monopolistic condition "to
address the grievance of the
applicant as well as to
ensure sufficient availability
of the drug in the market",

minister Sharan Prakash relationships of organs,

New Delhi, Agency: A day after
four soldiers were injured in an acci-
dental grenade blast near the Line of
Control (LoC) in the Nowshera sector
of Rajouri district, General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of the Nagrota-
based White Knight Corps, Lt Gen PK
Mishra, visited the area to review the
operational preparedness of troops.

In a statement, the White Knight
Corps said the Corps Commander,

opposing the construction
of a church at Kalapatty in
Coimbatore. "The peti-
tioner hints at the possi-
bility of the new building
being a centre of conver-
sion activity. We are a sec-
= ular nation. We are a plu-
ralist society. Religious
amity has to be preserved.
If a religious right is established,
then it is the duty of the state to
aid in its enforcement," the judges
said.

The court said the situation
would have been different if the
construction was proposed on a
patta land whose title was beyond
dispute, there was no religious
structure belonging to any other
community in the immediate
vicinity or if there was no opposi-
tion. In the case at hand, however,
revenue records indicated the site

Kolkata, Agency:
On a day Lionel Messi
became the joint high-
est goal-scorer in K
World Cup history and
scored his first World
Cup hat-trick, Kolkata
was reminded of the
Salt Lake stadium fias-
co, with the football
legend's chief adviser

donation in first year.

costs had been rising.

.....

Tripurari

According

Atharv,
but multiple calls
and text messages
went unanswered.

sources, the official
clarified in the letter
that the approved
protocol for Messi's
Dec 13 appearance
at the Salt Lake sta-

the notification said.

scenarlo along LoC in Rajouri district

) accompanied by the GOC of the Ace
; of Spades Division, visited forward
areas in the Nowshera sector to
assess the prevailing security situa-
tion and evaluate the combat effec-
tiveness of troops deployed along the
LoC. "During the visit, he was briefed
on force posture, surveillance meas-
ures and ongoing initiatives aimed at
strengthening operational capabili-
ties in the sector.

part of the scheduled pro-
gramme. This included
repeated unscheduled
interactions and physical
to contact with Messi, includ-
ing placing hands on his
shoulder and around his
waist for photographs,” the
official reportedly stated.
"These actions, together
with the presence of several

was a public road, the location
was too close to an old temple,
and there was vigorous resist-
ance, the HC added.

The court also placed on
record the submission of the peti-
tioner that TN assembly speaker
JCD Prabhakar quoted Bible vers-
es in his inaugural address to the
legislative assembly.

and consultant to last

year's GOAT India Tour
reportedly emailing
Bidhannagar police com-
missioner Wednesday, flag-
ging former sports minister
Aroop Biswas's alleged
interference and violation
of security protocol that
prompted Messi's early exit.
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Reacting to the develop-
ment, Kolkata police com-
missioner Ajay Nand, how-
ever, said: "Ye sab poochke
mahaul kyun kharab karna.
(Why spoil the atmosphere
by asking all this? ) We have
no such reports. We need to
check." Media tried to con-
tact Bidhannagar CP

dium allowed no
dignitaries on the field,
while only three camera
operators were to be pres-
ent there.

"But the protocol was
disrupted when the then
sports minister entered the
field and became involved
in activities that were not

other unauthorised individ-
uals and approximately 40
unaccredited  photogra-
phers in restricted areas...
and created concerns
regarding Messi's security...
and made it impossible for
him to interact with the
individuals planned on the
field," he added.



