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Go back to people, find out how reforms
have helped: PM Modi to minsters

New Delhi, Agency:
Amid government's big
push for next-generation
reforms for improving ease
of living and ease of doing
business, PM Modi has
directed all ministries and
departments to go back to
the intended beneficiaries -
citizens and businesses - to
assess the impact of policy
modifications on their life
and work.

Media has learnt that
PM Modi while chairing the
last council of ministers,
told his ministerial col-
leagues and top bureaucrats
not to limit themselves to
only initiating and notifying
reforms. Cabinet secretary
TV Somanathan and secre-
taries from over half a
dozen departments had

PM Modi, Pope strike
similar note on need for
human-centric, ethical

2 (

v
> W\
made presentations on the
reforms undertaken by
ministries and departments
in the past two years.

"The message was to see
whether the reforms have
brought intended results,
and the impact can be
assessed only after getting
feedback from the desired
group. The reforms must
focus on people and take

Sunday.

into account every aspect,
rather than being treated
merely as an administrative
exercise," said an official
who attended the meeting.
Officials added that min-
istries and departments
have been asked to deep
dive into all the issues dur-
ing consultation with stake-
holders and identify more
areas for improvement.
"Most big-ticket reforms
have been implemented.
Now the focus has to be on
fixing the nuts and bolts -
the process reforms. This
has to be driven by each
ministry and department
concerned,” said a person
privy to the deliberations.
An official said that min-
istries now intend to get
into a huddle with stake-

holders to assess the impact
of the steps taken by them
over the last few years and
also identify new measures
that may be required. It's
also learnt departments
have been asked to focus on
addressing public griev-
ances, including by desig-
nating officials to deal with
citizens' complaints. Taking
note that govt remains the
biggest litigant, the PM has
also directed officials to
take measures to reduce
court cases and arbitra-
tions. "There is a direction
to ensure that no new cases
come up due to any future
regulatory framework.
"Every agency must ensure
affidavits are filed in time
and these are of good quali-
ty," said an official.

Woman feeds pesticide to 3 daughters

before consuming it, all 4 die

New Delhi, Agency: A 32-year-old woman and her
three daughters died after allegedly consuming a pesticide
in Madhya Pradesh's Shahdol district, police said. The
incident occurred in Hirwar village under the Papaundh
police station limits in the Beohari area, about 125 km from
the Shahdol district headquarters, an official said on

Anita Singh (32) allegedly administered the pesticide to her three daughters
before consuming it herself on Saturday night. Her daughters, Ritika (4) and
Krishnakumari (2), died soon after, Papaundh station house officer Brijendra
Mishra told PTI. Her other daughter, Arpita (7), succumbed during treatment
on Sunday, he said. The SHO said the eldest daughter managed to come out of

and inclusive Al

New Delhi, Agency: As
govts and technology companies
across the world race to dominate
the AI revolution, a parallel glob-
al debate is steadily gaining
ground - who will ensure that AI
remains accountable to human
values rather than being driven
solely by profit, speed and geopo-
litical competition? That broader
concern now appears to connect
two very different personalities:
PM Narendra Modi and Pope Leo
XIV.In a sweeping encyclical on
the future of AI, Pope Leo XIV
warned against reducing human
beings to "data and performance"
and cautioned that technology
should not become an instrument
of domination, exclusion or dehu-
manisation.

Months before, Modi, speak-
ing at AI Summit in Delhi, had
argued technology must "serve
humanity, not replace it" and
called for AI systems that are
human-centric, ethical, trusted
and inclusive. He has since reiter-
ated his pitch for human-centric
AT and for not allowing human
agency to be overwhelmed by
dizzying breakthroughs.

the house and alert neighbours, who rushed all four to Beohari hospital.

MGGU VG Meets Himachal Governor,
Discusses Academic partnership

Sagar Suraj

MOTIHARI: Mahatma Gandhi Central
University (MGCU) Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Sanjay Srivastava met Himachal Pradesh
Governor Shri Kavinder Gupta and discussed
prospects for academic collaboration between
the Bihar-based central university and state
universities in Himachal Pradesh, officials
said.

The meeting focused on strengthening
institutional cooperation, promoting joint
academic initiatives and exploring avenues
for research partnerships in line with the
objectives of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

During the interaction, Prof. Srivastava
briefed the Governor on MGCU’s recent
achievements in higher education, research,
innovation, skill development and community
outreach.

According to MGCU communique, he
outlined the university’s efforts to expand
academic networks and foster partnerships
with institutions across the country to
enhance learning and research opportunities.

According to university officials,
discussions covered a wide range of
areas, including collaborative academic
programmes, joint research projects, faculty
and student exchange initiatives, innovation
and entrepreneurship activities, capacity-
building programmes and knowledge-sharing
platforms.

Both sides underscored the importance
of inter-university cooperation in promoting
academic excellence and facilitating the
exchange of ideas, expertise and best practices
among higher education institutions.

VC Srivastava said such partnerships
would create new opportunities for students,
researchers and faculty members by
encouraging multidisciplinary learning and
collaborative research.

He expressed confidence that stronger

MGCU Vice-Chancellor Holds Talks
with Himachal Pradesh Governor to
Boost Research, Faculty Exchange
and Inter-University Collaboration

the advancement of higher education and
research in the country.

Governor Gupta appreciated MGCU's
efforts to establish itself as a centre of
academic excellence and stressed the need
for greater cooperation among universities
to promote innovation, quality education
and holistic student development. He also
highlighted the role of higher education
institutions in nation-building and intellectual
growth.

University officials described the meeting
as part of MGCU’s broader strategy to
build academic partnerships across India
and expand opportunities for collaborative
research and institutional development.

The interaction is expected to pave
the way for future engagements between
MGCU and leading universities in Himachal
Pradesh, strengthening academic cooperation
and knowledge exchange between the two

"Doctors declared the woman and her two younger daughters dead on arrival,

institutional linkages would contribute to

regions.

Centre appoints five new Supreme PoK man caught in Uri
Court Judges, strength to rise to 37

New Delhi, Agency:
The Supreme Court is set to
get five new judges after the
Central Government cleared
the names recommended by
the SC Collegium, taking the
apex court close to its newly

expanded sanctioned
strength of 38. Law minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal

announced on X that the
President has approved the
appointment of four high
court Chief Justices and
Senior Advocate V. Mohana

Justice Arun Palli,
Justice of the high court of
Jammu and Kashmir and

Madhya Pradesh high court

Chief

as judges of the Supreme Ladakh.
Court under Article 124(2) of Senior advocate
the Constitution. Venkita Subramani

The appointees are:
Justice Sheel Nagu, Chief
Justice of the Punjab and
Haryana high court Justice
Shree Chandrashekhar, Chief
Justice of the Bombay high
courtJustice Sanjeev
Sachdeva, Chief Justice of the

Among top 10 economies, fuel least
affordable for average Indian

New Delhi, Agency: Petrol
and diesel are least affordable to
the average citizen in India
among the 10 largest economies
of the world. An average Indian -
someone whose income matches
the country's per capita - can buy
only about 8 litres of petrol or
diesel with their daily income,
while the average American can
buy 199 litres of petrol or 171 litres
of diesel.

These numbers have been
arrived at by comparing the petrol
and diesel prices in each country
on May 25, which are collated by
GlobalPetrolPrices.com.

Among the world's 10 largest
economies, Brazil is the second
last in the affordability list, as an
average Brazilian can only afford
around 20 litres of petrol or diesel
with their daily income. In Italy,
France, Germany, the UK and
Japan, a day's income can buy

more than 50 litres of petrol or
diesel. Interestingly, Russia,
which is a major producer of
petroleum, is lower than these
economies in this list.

So, in which countries is fuel
most affordable to the average cit-
izen? In Libya, a day's income can
buy you nearly 789 litres of petrol
or diesel -the highest in the list of
158 countries for which this data
is available. Diesel is most afford-
able in Venezuela, as a day's
income can fetch the average
Venezuelan 2,573 litres of the
fuel. In Iran, the figure is 1,866
litres. Fuel is, not surprisingly,
cheapest in oil-producing coun-
tries as people in Kuwait,
Venezuela, Qatar, Iran and Libya
can buy more than 200 litres of
petrol or diesel with a day's
income.

Fuel is the most unaffordable
in the poorest African countries.
In Malawi and the Central African
Republic, a day's income is not
sufficient for buying even one litre
of petrol or diesel. Similarly, in
Burundi, Mozambique,
Madagascar and four other
African countries, a day's income
can buy less than 2 litres of petrol
or diesel.

Mohana: The appointments
come days after the SC
Collegium, headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant,
recommended their elevation
on May 27. This is the
Collegium's first major set of
appointments

under CJI

the
increase
strength of the Supreme
Court from 34 to 38 judges
through the Supreme Court

Surya Kant, who assumed
office in November 2025.

The development follows
Centre's decision to
the sanctioned

(Number of Judges)
Amendment Ordinance,
2026. With these five

appointments, the Supreme
Court's strength will rise to 37
judges,

vacancy.

leaving only one

New Delhi, Agency:
Govt is looking at pruning
the list of vehicles exempted
from paying tolls on national
highways, and to begin vehi-
cles attached to senior
Central and state govt offi-
cers are likely to be taken out

from the "exempted category”, Media has learnt.
A high level committee set up by the central govt has
recommended the road transport ministry to amend the

cops suspect affalr

Srinagar, Agency: An
intruder from Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK)
was caught crossing the
LoC in north Kashmir's Uri
sector, the Army said
Sunday as unconfirmed
reports and a social media
video suggested the sneak-
in was driven by a love
affair with a local woman.

Sources said the man
was identified as Zeeshan
Ahmad Mir, 22, a resident
of Painkadi village in PoK's
Muzaffarabad district. He
was caught late Saturday as
he entered through the Haji
Peer range in Uri's Silikote
area. Local authorities later
detained Iram Bano, sus-
pected to be the lady Mir
wanted to meet. She is from
Tilawari village near the
LoC. Soon after, a video
went viral on social media
purportedly showing the

couple identifying them-
selves while responding to
questions from an unseen
person, believed to be a
security official. A police
officer requesting anonymi-
ty confirmed it was a case of
love, with the two families
on two sides of the border
related and the couple com-
municating with each other
through social media. Mir's
family was originally from
Uri but migrated to PoK
decades ago, the officer
added. According to the
Army, the troops main-
tained restraint while chal-
lenging Mir and appre-
hended him "surgically".

Llst of vehlcles exempted from NH toll may soon be pruned

National Highways Fee Rules "eliminating the exempted
category". The proposal is under discussion with various
stakeholders and there is a possibility of reducing the
exempted category of vehicles in a graded manner, officials
said. "The proposal to begin this exercise with govt officers
is under active consideration. There is a focus on doing
away with VIP culture as this doesn't go down well with
common citizens," said a person aware of the development.
Road transport ministry has written to different govt enti-
ties and states to persuade their employees to buy FASTag
Annual Pass rather than seeking exemption.

Punjab and Haryana High Court Chief Justice
among 5 Judges appointed to Supreme Court

New Delhi, Agency:
The Centre has notified the
appointment of four high
court chief justices, includ-
ing Punjab and Haryana
High Court Chief Justice
Sheel Nagu, and senior
advocate V Mohana as
judges of the Supreme
Court.

The other three newly
appointed Supreme Court
judges are Bombay High
Court Chief Justice Shree
Chandrashekhar, Madhya
Pradesh High Court Chief
Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva
and Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court Chief
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Justice Arun Palli. They are
likely to be administered the
oath of office on Tuesday,
sources said.

Union Minister of State
for Law and Justice Arjun
Ram Meghwal on Monday
took to 'X' to convey his best
wishes to the newly appoint-

ed Supreme Court judges.
In its meetings held on
May 22 and May 27, the
Supreme Court Collegium
led by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant had recom-
mended their elevation to
the top court. Besides CJI
Kant, the other members of

the Collegium are Justice
Vikram Nath, Justice JK
Maheshwari, Justice BV
Nagarathna and Justice
MM Sundresh.

These appointments will
take the number of judges in
the Supreme Court from the
present 32 to 37.

Mohana's will be the first
appointment of a woman
judge in the Supreme Court
since August 2021. It will
take the number of women
judges to two in the
Supreme Court which cur-
rently has only one woman
judge -- Justice BV
Nagarathna.



