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Tuljabhavani Temple intro-
duces unified dar_s_ha system

Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar,
Agency: In a major over-
haul of the darshan man-
agement system at the Shri
Tuljabhavani Temple, devo-
tees holding donation dar-
shan passes and those in the
general dharmadarshan
queue will now be allowed

floor of the darshan man-
dap. The Rs500, Rs 200 and
dharmadarshan queues will
thereafter merge in the
underground passage on the
first floor, from where devo-
tees will be allowed darshan
of the deity in a uniform
manner. The mukhdarshan
queue will continue to be

darshan from the same loca-
tion, eliminating the differ-
ence in viewing points that
existed earlier. The new
arrangement came into
effect on Thursday.The Shri
Tuljabhavani Temple
Sansthan has introduced
the changes in view of the
growing number of devotees
visiting the shrine and to
streamline crowd manage-
ment.

Dharashiv district collec-
tor Keerthi Kiran Pujar said
that under the revised sys-
tem, devotees holding
Rs500 donation darshan
passes and referral donation
darshan passes will enter
the temple through the Raje
Shahaji Mahadwar. They
will then be guided via the
Kallol Tirth side and
Tolbhairav steps to the third
floor of the Darshan

Prime suspect in Sikh
couple murder case in
Pakistan arrested

New Delhi, Agency: Police
have arrested the prime suspect
in the double murder case involv-

region.

Mandap before belng taken
to the first floor. Devotees
holding Rs200 donation
darshan passes will be
allowed entry through the
Bidkar steps and the emer-
gency gate leading to the
first floor of the darshan
mandap.

Those arriving for dhar-
madarshan will enter
through the Bidkar steps
and proceed to the fourth

Briefing

routed through the Bidkar
steps to the ground floor of

the darshan mandap.
Arrangements for
Singhasan puja and

Abhishek puja will remain
unchanged. The Singhasan
puja queue will enter
through the Datt Mandir
gate, while the Abhishek
puja queue will proceed
through the Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj prangan.

Government: Significant progress
already made on interim US FTA

New Delhi, Agency: A day after PM Modi's
meeting with US President Trump, govt said on
Thursday that significant progress had already been
made on the India-US interim free trade bilateral
agreement and the two countries are in the final
stages of concluding that agreement.
reporters about Modi's G7 engagements, foreign sec-
retary Vikram Misri also said India expects the US-
Iran interim peace agreement to lead to sustained peace and stability in the

Misri said both leaders once again gave instructions to officials to conclude
the trade agreement at the earliest. "Next week, in fact, US trade representative
Jameson Greer will be visiting India to take forward these discussions and in
the bilateral meeting between the PM and President Trump yesterday in Evian,

'"Monster bites back': India slams 'Frankenstein'
Pakistan over terror links; calls Indus Waters
Treaty outdated at UNHRC

New Delhi, Agency: India
launched a sharp attack on
Pakistan at the 62nd Session of
the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRQ),
describing it as a "Frankenstein
state" that nurtured terrorism as
state policy and was now facing
the consequences of its own
actions. Exercising India's right
of reply during the interactive
dialogue on the UN high commis-
sioner's annual report, first secre-
tary at India's permanent mission
to the United Nations, Anupama
Singh, rejected Pakistan's allega-
tions against India and criticised
Islamabad's repeated attempts to
raise the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir at international forums.

"This is the country where the
sitting defence minister boasts of
hosting, training and deploying
terrorists as a state policy, and yet
Pakistan calls itself a victim of
terrorism, indeed a paradox
which only Pakistan could sus-
tain. It is a living example of a
Frankenstein state, which is
shocked when its own monster
bites back," Singh said.

India also rejected references
to Jammu and Kashmir made by
Pakistan and the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC),
accusing Islamabad of using
international platforms to divert
attention from its domestic chal-
lenges and record on terrorism.

"India is compelled to exercise
its right of reply in response to
references made to it by Pakistan
and the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation. We categorically
reject the baseless and malicious

allegations made by Pakistan. We
also categorically reject the refer-
ences to J&K made by the OIC.

Pakistan's ~ propaganda is
designed to mask its domestic
failures and support for terror-
ism. Its misuse of the OIC
Coordinator's role only reinforces
this deception,” Singh said.
Reiterating New Delhi's position
on Jammu and Kashmir, Singh
said the Union Territory
remained an integral part of
India. "Jammu and Kashmir was,
is and will always remain an inte-
gral and inalienable part of India.
The only unresolved issue is
Pakistan's illegal occupation of
Indian territories and their
return," she said.

The Indian diplomat also
raised concerns over the situation
in Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (PoJK), alleging repres-
sion and human rights violations
in the region. Referring to recent
unrest in Rawalakot, Singh said,
"The ongoing tragedy in
Rawalakot, the killing of hun-
dreds of civilians and the brutal
crackdown across Pakistan-occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir are the
predictable outcome of a system
built on forcible occupation and
sustained through repression."

ing a Sikh caretaker couple who
were shot dead at a gurdwara in
Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, officials said.

Jagannath and wife Asma
Wanti served as caretakers of the
gurdwara at Babu Mohalla in
Mardan district, about 60 km
northwest of Peshawar. They
were shot dead on Wednesday.

Addressing a press conference
on Thursday, Mardan District
Police Officer (DPO) Masood
Ahmad Bangash said the prime
suspect in the case had been
arrested. The suspect has been
identified as Sher Shah, a resident
of Amazugari. Bangash said
investigations conducted by a
Joint Investigation Team (JIT),
comprising police officials,
Counter-Terrorism Department
(CTD) personnel and other senior
authorities, have so far found no
evidence linking the suspect to
any banned outfit, terrorist organ-
isation or organised network.

The motive behind the killings
remains unclear, and authorities
are examining all possible angles
in light of the suspect's state-
ments and other evidence collect-
ed so far, the DPO said.

1 in 3 lawyers fake, Supreme Court
to look at digital reglstry

New Delhi, Agency:
With one in every three advo-
cates being fake at a time
when the judiciary is occupy-
ing a central space in India's
governance, a concerned
Supreme Court Thursday
agreed to examine the plea of
the Bar Association of India
(BAI) for a national digital
register for advocates along
the lines of Aadhaar.

"Judicial independence of
the legal profession is at
stake," said BAI's counsel
Prashant Kumar and Vipin
Nair, while drawing the
court's attention to the Bar
Council of India (BCI) chair-
person's recent statement
that approximately 35-40%
of those practising in courts
may be without genuine
degrees.

The counsels told a bench
of CJI Surya Kant and

Justice V Mohana periodic
drives by BCI for the verifica-
tion of degrees of advocates
is an ad hoc measure to
address the problem of fake
lawyers and suggested the
creation of a permanent
technology-driven  infra-
structure in the form of a
National Digital Registry for
the Legal Professionals.

CJI Kant said the sugges-
tion appeared to be an inno-
vative one, which could be

1mplemented with the help of
technology, but it would
require the impleadment of
all universities which confer
law degrees and instructing
them to reveal the list of
those who had genuinely
secured the requisite qualifi-
cations to practise in courts.
The bench sought responses
from the Union govt, BCI,
University Grants
Commission and state bar
councils to the PIL.

HDFC said to have put freeze on TMC
account, Didi's factlon denles it

Kolkata, Agency:
Former West Bengal sports
minister Aroop Biswas -
now being probed for last
Dec's "Messigate" at Salt
Lake stadium - wrote a let-
ter six days ago to HDFC
Bank, asking for the party's
account to be frozen.

The letter, to the bank's
Central Plaza branch,
sought a "freeze" till "com-
petent authorities" could
decide who controlled the
party. Aroop's letter - dated
June 12 though it was
received by the bank on
June 16 - became public
knowledge Thursday, the
day he presented himself to
cops for the probe in the
"Messigate" affair.

Biswas's letter was writ-
ten a week after the
Trinamool national work-
ing committee on June 5
removed him as the party's

treasurer and replaced him

with ex-MP Subhasish
Chakraborty. Party seniors
said they had told HDFC
Bank about the change.

Biswas on Thursday
refused to comment on the
letter. He has skipped all
party meetings at former
CM Mamata Banerjee's res-
idence after the May 4 poll
defeat. His brother,
Swarup Biswas, is now in
police custody after being
implicated in a host of cor-
ruption- and extortion-
related cases.

Udgir-based ganja kingpin on

Mumbai, Agency: An FIR was
registered against the principals of
14 schools in Malwani by the local

Hyderabad, Agency:
Investigators are looking for
Udgir-based Prabhu, who is
allegedly a key procurer of ganja
and is wanted in several cases, in
connection with the 200 kg ganja
seizure made by EAGLE sleuths
two days ago.

Officials said that Vasantha
Jadhav, who was caught recently,
is a repeat offender. "On the
instructions of Prabhu from Udgir
in Maharashtra, she managed to
transport 100 kg of ganja on two
separate occasions recently. It
was on the third occasion that we
caught her after a tip-off that she
was again involved in transport-
ing ganja," police said.

Investigators said that Prabhu
and Vasantha are actively
involved in procuring ganja and
supplying it in Nanded, Latur,

FEAGLE radar aftg_lj_qzigkg haul'

police after a complaint was given by
the BMC's private primary schools
department that the institutions
were illegal. As per the complaint,
the BMC found a total of 164 primary
schools in Mumbai in 2025-26 that
were illegal. Of these, 14 were located
in Malwani. The BMC sent notices to

Nizamabad and several other sur-
rounding districts. She had previ-
ously been arrested by the Latur
police for drug trafficking. "On

FIRs against principals of 14 illegal schools in Malwani

the principals of these 14 schools in
March 2026 and asked them to give
an explanation within a week as to
why the schools should not be shut
down. But the principals did not get
back and continued to operate the
schools. Subsequently, a list of the 14
schools with their names
addresses was communicated to the
Malwani police along with a copy of
the notices served to them.

and

Iranian petroleum minister to visit India next
week, amid hopes of Iranian oil surge

the instructions of Prabhu, she
hired a commercial transport
vehicle at Bodhan and travelled in
another vehicle as a pilot," offi-
cials said.

They were sourcing large
quantities of ganja from Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha. "Prabhu
finances his gang members in
arranging the logistics. Once he
receives ganja in bulk, Vasantha
and her associate Ansari are paid
10,000 per kg," she said in her
confession. She was wanted in a
case registered in Nalgonda dis-
trict, and police had kept her
under surveillance for a long time
after she was released from a
Maharashtra jail.

With the US-Iran inter-
im peace agreement likely to
issue waivers to allow Iran
to export crude, Tehran is
hoping to again emerge as a
top supplier to India.
Significantly, official
sources said, Iran is sending
petroleum minister Mohsen
Paknejad to India next week
for a BRICS energy meeting.

Apart from participating
in the meeting, he is also
likely to have a bilateral
meeting with his counter-
part Hardeep Puri, although
official sources said this is
yet to be confirmed. Iranian
ambassador to India

L ol

Mohammad Fathali told a
news agency Thursday that
India required reliable, sta-
ble, and affordable energy
supplies, and Iran possesses
extensive capabilities to
meet these needs. If sanc-
tions are lifted, he said,
there is no doubt that Iran

can once again become one
of India's "principal oil sup-
pliers."

Iran was among India's
top crude suppliers till
2019, when the latter
stopped importing because
of US sanctions even though
many Indian refineries were
configured to process
Iranian crude.

"India has historically
been one of Iran's most
important oil customers,
and energy cooperation
between our two countries
has a long and successful
track record. We hope that
with the complete removal

of sanctions, not only will
Iranian oil exports to India
resume, but bilateral trade
and joint investments will
also surpass their previous
peak levels and reach a scale
commensurate with the true
potential of our two coun-
tries," Fathali told Media.
While Iranian crude can
help India expand its energy
portfolio, the Indian gov-
ernment is hoping that the
lifting of sanctions would
also allow India to expand
work on the Chabahar port,
its strategic gateway to
Afghanistan and Central
Asia that bypasses Pakistan.



