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Internet now alifeline, focus should shitt from popu-
|arising access to protecting users: IT Secretary

New Delhi Agency:
The National Internet
Exchange of India (NIXI)
celebrated its 23rd
Foundation Day, with the
government calling upon
policymakers, industry
leaders, members of the
Internet community, acade-
mia and technology experts
to continue  working
towards an internet that is
safe, reliable and accessible
to all. The event held here
on Friday, underscored the
growing importance of
trust, resilience and security
in an increasingly digital
society, along with India's
expanding role in global
Internet governance.

Addressing the gather-
ing, S Krishnan, Secretary,
Ministry of Electronics and

TEANS

-

NS

Information Technology
(MeitY) and Chairman of
NIXI, highlighted that as
digital technologies become
deeply integrated into
everyday life, strengthening
the Internet ecosystem has
become essential.

"As digital technologies
become deeply integrated
into our daily lives, building
trust, resilience and security
across the Internet ecosys-
tem becomes increasingly

Koraput, Agency: Odisha Police
Thursday arrested 16 people who were part
of a mob that chased and assaulted a

important. NIXI has played
a vital role in strengthening
India's Internet infrastruc-
ture while enabling greater
participation in global
Internet governance discus-
sions. Together, we must
continue working towards
an Internet that is safe, reli-
able and accessible for all,"
the Secretary said.

A key highlight of the cel-
ebration was the launch of
four new digital initiatives

aimed at improving efficien-
¢y, transparency and securi-
ty within India's Internet
ecosystem. These included
the IX Portal, myIRINN
Portal, .IN Auction Portal
and an Al-powered WHOIS
Screening Platform.

These platforms are
designed to enhance user
experience, streamline
operations, strengthen
monitoring and verification
processes, and improve
overall governance of
domain-related services.
The Al-based WHOIS
screening system, in partic-
ular, is expected to enhance
domain name security by
improving the detection of
suspicious websites, thereby
strengthening the integrity
of India's .

Delhi woman mistaken for child- hfter, stripped

Prime Sobha Singh
assets face eviction
court moved

New Delhi, Agency: A near-
ly seven-decade-old dispute over
one of Delhi's most prominent
residential estates has entered a
fresh legal phase, with the
Centre's Land and Development
Office (L&DO) initiating eviction
proceedings against Sujan Singh
Park North, the Colonial-era com-
plex next to Khan Market that
includes Ambassador Hotel.

The property is associated with
Sir Sobha Singh, one of the princi-
pal contractors involved in build-
ing New Delhi after the British
shifted their capital to the city
from Calcutta in 1911. He played a
key role in the construction of sev-
eral landmark projects, including
Rashtrapati Bhavan and a major
chunk of India Gate. Sujan Singh
Park, named after Sobha Singh's
father Sujan Singh, was developed
by his family run company, which
continues to manage the estate.

The Centre had recently initiat-
ed eviction proceedings against
the Gymkhana Club and Jaipur
Polo Ground in Delhi. In a notice
issued on June 11 under the Public
Premises (Eviction of
Unauthorised Occupants) Act,
1971, the L&DO asked Sir Sobha
Singh and Sons Pvt Ltd to explain
why an eviction order should not
be passed against it.

woman from Delhi and her male colleague
from Gujarat, mistaking them for child kid-
nappers, in a remote village in Rayagada
district on June 16. The accused also half-
stripped the woman. The two work with vol-
untary organisations under fellowship pro-
grammes. While the woman is engaged in
solid waste management initiatives in
Kalahandi district, the man from Surat is

associated with a turmeric packaging proj-

ect in Kandhamal district. According to police, they were travelling from
Daringbadi in Kandhamal to Thuamul Rampur in Kalahandi district on a

scooter. They stopped near Kandulguda village to seek directions.

Experts question neutrality
of SC-appointed Aravalli com-
mittee, wrlte to CJI

New Delhi, Agency:
Nearly six months after the
Supreme Court reopened the
debate over how the Aravalli
range should be defined, a group
of scientists, environmental pol-
icy experts, conservationists and
a retired senior forest officer
have written to the Chief Justice
of India, questioning whether
the court-appointed committee
tasked with revisiting the issue is
sufficiently independent to do
the job. In separate representa-
tions submitted this week, the
experts have challenged the
composition of the high-pow-
ered committee constituted by
the Supreme Court on May 25,
2026. In these letters, experts
argue that the panel falls short of
the standard set by the court
itself when it revisited the mat-
ter on December 29, 2025, and
called for a "fair, impartial and
independent expert opinion".

The intervention comes in a
case that has evolved far beyond
a technical dispute over maps
and hill contours. At its centre is
the question of how one of
India's oldest mountain systems
should be defined and protected,
a decision that could influence
future mining, conservation and
land-use policies across large
parts of Rajasthan, Haryana,
Delhi and Gujarat.

Among those who have writ-
ten to the Chief Justice are geo-
scientist and National Institute
of Advanced Studies CP
Rajendran; scientist and former
chairperson of the Supreme
Court-appointed Char Dham

high-powered committee Ravi
Chopra; environmental policy

expert Sagar Dhara; retired
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests Prakriti Srivastava; and
members of conservation net-
works.

While differing in emphasis,
the representations converge on
a common concern: that the
committee reviewing the earlier
process of defining the Aravallis
includes officials and institu-
tions linked to the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, raising ques-
tions about whether the review
can be seen as fully independent.

Rajendran said that the pres-
ent arrangement departed from
the spirit of the Supreme Court's
intervention. "The composition,
as it stands, does not align with
the spirit of the December 29,
2025 order, which explicitly
called for an independent and
fair expert opinion free from
executive influence," he wrote,
adding that the structure of the
committee rendered it "inca-
pable of functioning with the
requisite impartiality and inde-
pendence".

Foreigners' access to parts of Pokhran, other
border areas in Rajasthan restrlcted

New Delhi, Agency:
The move comes after the
Ministry of Home Affairs on
Friday brought an amend-
ment in the Immigration and
Foreigners Order of 2025,
which lists areas where for-
eign nationals have to seek
special official authorisation
to travel. The newly notified
Immigration and Foreigners
(Amendment) Order, 2026,
flows from the Immigration
and Foreigners Act, 2025,
which is an umbrella law gov-
erning the entry, stay and exit
of foreigners into India.

Issued under the provi-
sions of the Immigration and
Foreigners Act, 2025, the
fresh amendment inserts a
new clause defining an
'Overseas Citizen of India
Cardholder' in accordance
with the Citizenship Act,
1955. The move brings clarity
to the status of OCI cardhold-

MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS

ers under the immigration
framework established by the
2025 Act. The most impor-
tant part of the amendment is
the revision of entries under
the Third Schedule (which
mentioned protected areas)
concerning Rajasthan, which
shares a long International
Border with Pakistan.

The Centre has substitut-
ed the existing list of protect-

Average of 30,500 pedestrians killed

ed areas in the state with a
revised schedule covering
specified regions in the bor-
der districts of Jaisalmer,

Bikaner, Sri Ganganagar,
Barmer, Phalodi and Jalore.
The revised schedule identi-
fies tehsils and areas that fall
within the protected area
framework  under  the
Immigration and Foreigners
Order.

Jio Platforms eyes
India's biggest IPO

Mumbai, Agency: Jio
Platforms Ltd, the digital
services arm of Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL), filed
draft papers on Friday for
what could be India's
largest initial public offer-
ing (IPO), seeking to raise
nearly $4 billion (Rs 37,700
crore) and valuing the com-
pany at $137 billion.

This came as RIL CMD
Mukesh Ambani, speaking
at the 49th Annual General

Meeting on Friday,
announced that Jio
Platforms had got the

board's clearance for its
proposed IPO wherein the
company planned to issue
up to 27 crore new shares
with a face value of Rs 10
each. The offering marks a
milestone for the RIL as it
seeks to unlock value from
the telecom-to-technology

business that has emerged
as one of the group's pri-
mary growth engines since
its launch in 2016. The RIL
owns 66.43 per cent of Jio
Platforms. Terming it a sig-
nificant turning point for
India's technology ecosys-
tem, Ambani said the
planned offering "will
demonstrate to the world
that India can build tech-
nology companies of global
scale, global capability, and
global value".

on roads annually between 2019- 24

New Delhi, Agency:
More than 1.8 lakh pedes-
trians were killed in road
crashes across India
between 2019 and 2024,
averaging over 30,500
deaths annually, under-
scoring their vulnerability
as the most at-risk category
of road users. Govt data
show that the National
Highway (NH) network
accounted for nearly 31% of
all pedestrian fatalities dur-
ing this period.

The latest road crash
data released by road
transport ministry for 2024
reveals that nearly 54% of pedes-
trian deaths involved collisions
with two-wheelers and cars,
claiming 19,680 lives. Road safety
experts said this points to how
lack of safe footpaths and crossing
infrastructure for pedestrians is
the biggest reason behind India's
pedestrian fatality toll, which is
among the highest globally.

This high number of pedestri-
an deaths calls attention of policy
makers and road construction
and maintenance agencies in the
light of the latest Supreme Court
order upholding citizens funda-

mental rights to walk while
directing govt to enact a law for
well-demarcated footpaths for all
road users. Even last year, the
apex court had said that "rights of
pedestrians to use footpaths are
guaranteed under Article 21 of

Constitution". The 2024 report
shows that Tamil Nadu recorded
a maximum of 4,712 pedestrian
deaths, followed by Bihar (4,149),
Maharashtra (3,344) and West
Bengal (3,241) during 2024.

As per the road transport min-
istry's latest report, 53 million-
plus cities recorded 4,328 pedes-
trian deaths, which was 11.8% of
all such fatalities.

'Major win for India": Vivek Aggarwal elected as FATF vice president

New Delhi, Agency:
India has secured a key
position in the leadership

ment on X, ministry of
external affairs spokesper-
\ son Randhir Jaiswal

continues to champion a zero-toler-
ance policy against terrorism, this
leadership role reinforces our relent-

of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF), with

senior bureaucrat Vivek
Aggarwal elected as vice
president of the global watch-
dog responsible for combating

money laundering and terrorist
financing. Announcing the develop-

FATF!

| described it as a "major
win for India in FATF".
"Major win for India in

Aggarwal,

Government of India, has been
elected the Vice President of the
Financial Action Task Force. As India

Shri Vivek

Secretary,

less focus on combating global terror-
ist financing networks and disman-
tling illicit financial systems.

His profound expertise as the for-
mer Head of India's FATF delegation
and former Director of FIU-IND will
advance FATF's mandate to secure
financial integrity," Jaiswal posted.

Goa received over 46 lakh tourists
in first 5 months of thls year

Panaji, Agency: More
than 46.39 lakh tourists vis-
ited Goa between January
and May this year, a mar-
ginal increase over the cor-
responding period in 2025,
a growth the state govern-
ment attributed to strong

connectivity, diversified
tourism experiences, and
increasing confidence

among travellers.

Data released by the
state Tourism Department
on Friday showed that Goa
received 46,39,165 visitors
during the first five months

L ol

increase over May 2025, the
department said.

Tourism Minister Rohan
Khaunte said the growth in

& visitor arrivals was being

of 2026, an increase of 0.39
per cent compared to the
same period last year.

Of the total arrivals,
domestic tourists account-
ed for 44,37,018 visitors,

tourist

wh11e
arrivals stood at 2,02,147.
The month of May alone
saw 9,69,090 tourists arriv-
ing in the coastal state,
marking a 4.53 per cent

foreign

driven by strong connectivi-

\ ty, diversified tourism expe-

riences and increasing con-
fidence among travellers.
"While our beaches
remain iconic, travellers are
increasingly exploring
Goa's culture, heritage,
spirituality, wellness offer-
ings, hinterland experi-
ences, festivals and culinary
traditions," he said.



