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'Restore water supply immediately':

CJP founder Abhijeet Dipke appeals as pro-
testers spend second night at Jantar Mantar

NEW DELHI,
Agency: Cockroach Janta
Party founder Abhijeet
Dipke on Monday called
for the immediate restora-
tion of water supply at the
protest site at New Delhi's
Jantar Mantar. The newly
formed pressure group has
been staging a sit-in there
over the NEET-UG paper
leak issue.

As the protest entered
its third day, Dipke ques-
tioned the authorities over
the lack of basic facilities
for protesters, saying even
essential amenities were
not being provided at the
venue.

The internet sensation-
turned-activist has
emerged as a face of the
growing anger directed at
the Centre and Union edu-
cation minister
Dharmendra Pradhan over
the NEET-UG fiasco.

Writing on X, Dipke

R

appealed to authorities,
saying: "I request the
authorities to immediately
restore water supply to the
restrooms at Jantar
Mantar."

"For the second consec-
utive there's no water sup-
ply at the restrooms," he
added.

Earlier, Dipke also criti-
cised the Delhi Police and
the Union government
over the treatment of peo-
ple supporting the protest.

-
In a post on X, he wrote:
"Delhi police is asking for
aadhar card details and
address of people who are
donating  water and
bananas at the protest site.
What has Delhi police been
reduced to by this Govt!?"

At the protest site, vol-
unteers had organised a
langar and were serving
lassi to demonstrators.
Slippers, metal plates and
a few suitcases were seen
scattered around after par-

ticipants spent another
night at Jantar Mantar.

On the second day of
the agitation, focused on
the alleged NEET-UG
paper leak, Dipke and his
supporters refused to leave
despite police informing
them that permission for
the protest had expired at
5 pm on Saturday.

CJP spokespersons
urged authorities to pro-
vide an alternative venue
where the sit-in could con-
tinue. Until then, they said,
protesters would remain at
Jantar Mantar. The inter-
net-sensation-turned-
protesting group is
demanding Rs 1 crore
compensation for the fam-
ilies of students who
allegedly died by suicide
following the paper leak
controversy and has also
called for the resignation
of education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.

Triggered by Telegram curbs, VPN downloads hit 2026 high

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Restrictions on Telegram triggered
the biggest surge in VPN downloads
in the country this year, as users
sought ways to retain access to the
messaging platform and shifted to
alternative apps, according to data
shared by App Figures, an app intel-
ligence firm.

After the Centre imposed the tem-
porary ban on June 16, downloads of
the top 100 VPN apps in India
reached 919,000 on June 17, up 76%
from the June 9-15 average and 63%
higher than the broader June 1-15
baseline. Downloads had already
climbed to 645,000 on June 16,
making June 17 the strongest day for
VPN apps in India since at least the
beginning of 2025.

VPN, or virtual private networks,
encrypt internet traffic and route it
through servers in other locations,
allowing users to mask their IP
addresses and bypass certain net-
work restrictions. They are common-
ly used for privacy and security, but
spikes in downloads often occur
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when access to websites or apps is
disrupted, as users look for ways to
continue using affected services.

The spike came after govt
imposed restrictions on Telegram
over concerns around exam-related
fraud content on the instant messag-
ing app

Proton VPN was among the
biggest gainers, with downloads
surging 157% from a recent average
of around 60,500 a day to 1,55,430
on June 17. Turbo VPN nearly dou-
bled to 1,22,030 downloads, while
Ninja VPN recorded a 669% jump
and ExpressVPN rose 345%, as per

the App Figures data.

The rush also reshaped app store
rankings. Proton VPN climbed from
eighth place in Google Play's Tools
category on June 17 to the top spot
by June 19, while Turbo VPN rose
from eleventh to second.

Users also flocked to alternative
messaging services. Telegram
Messenger downloads plunged from
a recent daily average of 1,25,048 to
just 38 on June 17, reflecting the
impact of the restrictions.

At the same time, Telegram X, an
alternative Telegram client, saw
downloads soar 6,509% to 3,50,764,
while Telegram-linked messaging
app iMe jumped 22,018% to
1,70,372. Signal, which markets itself
as a privacy-focused messaging app,
recorded a 571% increase to 32,106
downloads. The data suggests users
responded to the restrictions in two
ways: by turning to VPNs to main-
tain access to Telegram and by
experimenting with alternative or
Telegram-adjacent messaging serv-
ices.

Loyalty, reputation for sale'; Aaditya
Thackeray to 'the greedy MPs' of
Shiv Sena joining Shinde camp
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NEW DELHI, Agency:
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray on Monday launched
a sharp attack on the party's
rebel Lok Sabha members amid
the ongoing 'Operation Tiger'
buzz, accusing them of selling
their loyalty and reputation for
political gain as the Uddhav
Thackeray-led outfit faces a
major internal crisis.

His remarks came as six of
Shiv Sena (UBT)'s nine Lok
Sabha members moved closer to
joining the Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena, deepening the split
within the party. The rebel MPs
have already informed Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla about
their decision to form a separate
group and are expected to for-
mally align with the Shinde
camp.

In a post on X, Aaditya
Thackeray said the MPs who
switched sides had betrayed the
mandate of voters who elected
them on the platform of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) and
the INDIA bloc.

"To the greedy MPs who have
hopped over, you only prove the
following, stronger than before:
your loyalty, your reputation is
for sale, shamelessly. The gov-
ernment is biased and uses pub-
lic money, politically, as funds,"
Aaditya wrote.

The Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
said all the MPs now switching
sides had contested and won
elections with the support of
leaders from Shiv Sena (UBT),
Congress and NCP (SP).

All of the ones that are jump-
ing over now were elected on the
platforms of the MVA and the
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INDIA, against the NDA," he
said.

He added that the MPs had
sought campaign rallies from
leaders across alliance parties
during the elections and could
not justify their defection
through ideological arguments.

"The voters voted against the
NDA candidates and for INDIA
in your constituencies and for all
it stands for. Just accept that
your greed got you to ditch all of
it overnight, shamelessly,"
Aaditya wrote.

The remarks come as Shiv
Sena (UBT) stares at another
major split nearly four years
after Eknath Shinde's rebellion
divided the party.

Six MPs stayed away from a
parliamentary party meeting
convened by the Uddhav
Thackeray camp in Delhi despite
a party whip. Only Arvind
Sawant, Anil Desai and
Rajabhau Waze attended the
meeting and publicly reaffirmed
their support for Uddhav
Thackeray.

The rebel MPs reportedly
cited concerns over a possible
merger of Shiv Sena (UBT) with
Congress and alleged deviation
from the party's original ideolo-
gy as reasons for their decision.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leaders have
indicated disciplinary action
against the absent MPs.

Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Raut
said action would be initiated as
the MPs ignored an official party
whip. Lok Sabha MP Arvind
Sawant said showcause notices
would be issued and legal steps
would follow if satisfactory
responses were not received.

Private hospitals get 60% of patients but have little research output

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Private hospltals in India
have negligible research out-
put though they deal with
60% of patients. A study of
research at Indian hospitals
during the 5-year period
from January 2021 to
December 2025 also found
that nearly all hospitals with-
out medical colleges pro-
duced fewer than 10 publica-
tions annually.The study
published in the latest issue
of the Journal of Medical
Evidence of the BMJ (British

tions by the top 50 private
hospitals in India without
medical colleges attached
was 242. In the same period,
the average number of publi-
cations by the top 50 Indian
hospitals with medical col-
leges was 1,530.

The latter list was topped
by AIIMS, Delhi (6,932) and
CMC, Vellore (5,333).

In comparison, the aver-
age research output of the
top 10 medical colleges in
China was over 16,000 with

tor. Indian healthcare is now
dominated by private hospi-
tals many of which are con-
trolled by large corporate
houses whose main purpose
is making a profit for its
shareholders, so education
and research is not a priority,
observed the study.

"This study confirms that
in spite of their dealing with
most of the population, doc-
tors in private hospitals in
India do little research.

J There is a neglect of the
enormous data that can be

are mainly commercial,"
stated the study.

According to the study,
there were 49,000 Indian
medical institutions of which
800 were attached to med-
ical colleges. Although India
is fourth in the world in the
quantity of research publica-
tions after the US, China and
UK, its quality, as assessed
by the number of citations it
receives, drops it down to
ninth. This means that the
papers are not referred to
and do not make a major

Medical Journal) group Shanghai Jiao Tong 14,500, with Harvard and College, London Medical accessed from Indian
looked at the number of pub- University School of Johns Hopkins topping the School topping the list. patients going to the majori-
lications included in Scopus, Medicine and Peking list, and in the UK it was Mayo Clinic in the US ty of Indian hospitals. This
PubMed and Google Scholar. University Health Science 13,500 with University of produces 8,000 papers may be due to lack of incen-

In the period studied, the
average number of publica-

Centre topping the list; in the
US, the average was almost

CBSE starts releasing ™
re-evaluation results

NEW DELHI,(GNS): CBSE
on Sunday began releasing the
Class XII verification and re-evalu-
ation outcomes, declaring results
for around 87% of the candidates
who had sought a review of their
evaluated answer books. Revised
marksheets of candidates whose
scores have changed are being
made available through
DigiLocker. The remaining out-
comes will be released in phases as
applications are processed, CBSE
said, adding that the exercise
would be completed soon.

Candidates who sought verifica-
tion of issues in their scanned
answer books but received a "no
change" decision will be allowed to
inspect the scripts at respective
CBSE regional offices. The inspec-
tion schedule will be announced
separately. The review follows a
controversy over OSM, introduced
for Class XII this year in place of
physical evaluation. After the May
13 results, students reported
blurred or cropped scans, missing
pages and subjects added to con-
cerns over the new system.

Oxford Medical Sciences
Division

and University

annually, which is more than
the entire Indian private sec-

tive, absence of electronic
hardware or priorities which

impact on the world stage,
stated the study conducted
by Dr Samiran Nundy and
Dr Parmanand Tiwari from
Delhi's

Hospital.
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Functional urban settlements Govt may create new category

DELHI,
Agency With v111ages
around cities and towns
acquiring urban character-
istics - more built-up area,
less dependence on agri-
culture for livelihood and
more facilities like high-
speed transport network -
govt is looking at creating a
new category - 'functional
urban settlements' - in
addition to the existing
'rural' and 'urban' classifi-

cations.
An estimate based on !
the UN's Degree of 36%.

Urbanisation framework
suggests that nearly 84%
of India's population
resided in urban settle-
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ments in 2025, much high-
er than govt's estimate of

This is because at
present, the framework of
urbanisation falls under
two categories - Census
Towns (over 5,000 popula-

Maharashtra,

tion) and Statutory Towns
(with municipal entities).
But a visit to some vil-
lages close to urban areas
in Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Kerala or
Madhya Pradesh will show

that these have most
'urban' features.

A recent study by
National Institute of
Urban Affairs (NIUA),
under the housing and
urban affairs ministry, has
recommended the new
national settlement classi-
fication framework -
Functional Urban
Settlements - to accurately
capture the country's rap-
idly evolving urban land-
scape, as a substantial
share of urbanisation is
taking place beyond offi-
cially recognised towns
and cities. The study was
released by P K Mishra,
principal secretary to PM.



