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ECL BeglnS Large'scale AI alld MaChlne Anil Agarwal Urges Startups to Focus
Learning Training for 500 Executives

Sanctoria: In a major

functions. ECL expects the
initiative to encourage

step toward digital trans-
formation and workforce
modernization, Eastern
Coalfields Limited (ECL)
has launched an extensive
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Machine Learning

innovation, predictive ana-
lytics, intelligent monitor-
ing systems and data-driv-
en decision-making
throughout the organiza-
tion. The training pro-
gramme, jointly coordinat-

(ML) training programme ed by ECLs HRD
for 500 executives in col- Department and NIT
laboration  with  the Durgapur, will be conduct-
National Institute of 5 . ed in 10 batches, with each
Technology (NIT) Human Resource efficiency, transparency batch undergoing an inten-
Durgapur. The initiative is Development (HRD) and decision-making. sive two-day training mod-
among the largest AI- Department by  Shri Designed to equip exec- ule. Six batches compris-
focused capacity-building Gunjan Kumar Sinha, utives with practical ing executives from ECL

programmes undertaken
in India’s coal sector and is
aimed at preparing the
organization for technolo-
gy-driven growth.

The programme was
formally inaugurated on
June 22, 2026, at ECL’s

Odisha bank manager sus-
pended 2 months after
man brings sister's skele-
ton as death proof

Director (HR), ECL. The
training initiative aligns
with Coal India Limited’s
vision of integrating
emerging technologies into
mining operations, gover-
nance systems and busi-
ness processes to improve

New Delhi, Agency: After a 12-year-old
girl lost her mother, her US-based maternal
aunt and her husband adopted her by per-
forming 'Datta Homam' rituals under Hindu
Adoption and Maintenance Act (HAMA).
That was two years ago. They have since
struggled to take their adopted daughter to
the US because of conflict between inter-
country adoption frameworks of the US and
India, leading Supreme Court to frown on India's Central Adoption Resource
Agency (CARA) coming in the way of a better future for children who have been
adopted by their close relatives based overseas.

The adoptive parents had completed the legal requirements for inter-coun-
try adoption of the child through a US govt agency but were told that a clear-
ance in this regard would be needed from India's CARA under Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act.

knowledge and applica-
tion-based understanding
of AT and ML technologies,
the programme will focus
on enhancing capabilities
across operational, admin-
istrative, financial, human
resource and technical

Headquarters and various

mining areas, including
Sodpur, Bankola,
Salanpur, S.P. Mines,

Rajmahal and Satgram-
Sripur, will receive train-
ing at the ECL HRD
Centre.

SC pulls up CARA for 'obstructionist’ approach

on Value Beyond Valuation

New Delhi :
Entrepreneurs should focus on
creating real value rather than
becoming overly driven by
company valuations, Vedanta
Group Chairman Anil Agarwal
has said, wurging young
founders to stay committed to
the original purpose behind
their business ventures.

In a message shared on his
official social media platform
X, Agarwal noted that while
valuation remains an impor-
tant measure of growth and
investor confidence, it should
not overshadow the broader
mission of building meaning-
ful and sustainable businesses.

Describing valuation as the
“oxygen” of a startup, he said
it plays a vital role in helping
businesses attract capital and
expand. However, he empha-
sized that entrepreneurs typi-
cally begin their journeys with
the aim of solving real-world
problems, addressing market
gaps, and improving people’s
lives—not merely to secure
funding or achieve the next
valuation milestone.

Agarwal observed that as
startups grow, founders often
become increasingly focused

on funding rounds, rapid
expansion, and financial
benchmarks. While these

goals are important, he cau-
tioned against losing sight of
the fundamental purpose that
inspired the business in the
first place.

According to him, long-
term success belongs to
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organizations that build trust-
ed products, develop strong
teams, and deliver solutions
that create a positive impact
on customers and society. He
stressed  that enduring
achievements are the result of
creating meaningful enter-
prises rather than simply
chasing numbers.

The Vedanta chairman also
advised young entrepreneurs
to make thoughtful decisions,
raise capital responsibly, and
remain aligned with their core
vision. He said sustainable
growth is achieved when busi-
nesses balance financial per-
formance with value creation
for customers, employees,
investors, and communities.

Agarwal concluded by reit-
erating that valuation is an
important  indicator  of
progress, but it should never
become more important than
the real purpose and long-
term value a business seeks to
create.

New Delhi, Agency: A bank

branch manager in Odisha
Grameen Bank has been sus-
pended, and all 28 Regional
Rural Banks (RRBs) across India
have been directed to provide
more compassionate and trans-
parent customer service. The
directive comes in reference to
the infamous incident of a tribal
man carrying his sister's skeleton
to a bank as proof of her death in
a bid to access money from her
savings account. The action was
confirmed by Union minister of
state for finance Pankaj
Chaudhary in a letter to Odisha
assembly leader of opposition
Naveen Patnaik.

In his June 12 response to
Patnaik, Chaudhary said the
department of financial services
had taken a serious view of the
incident and issued an advisory
to all RRBs on May 29 to prevent
similar occurrences, particularly
among customers from rural,
tribal and other vulnerable com-
munities. "However, the incident
has been viewed seriously by the
Department of Financial
Services.

'Mocked as actor's party': Tamil Nadu CM Vijay's 'reel' to
real speech in assembly; Karur stampede, CAA in focus

New Delhi, Agency: '

Tamil Nadu chief minister
Vijay on Tuesday pushed back
against critics who had dis-
missed the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) as merely
an "actor's party"”, arguing
that its rise to power was built
on years of activism and pub-
lic engagement. In a wide-
ranging assembly speech,
Vijay brushed aside claims
that he had moved straight
from film sets to politics as a
"reel" narrative, recalled the
party's opposition to the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), and referred to the
Karur stampede controversy
as he reflected on the chal-
lenges faced during TVK's
political journey.

"Some people say that I
came directly from a film
shooting set to become Chief
Minister. In their own lan-

15 killed, all in their 20s, as

blaze rips through gaming stu-

dio in Lucknow bulldlng

guage, I would say that is just
a 'reel," Media quoted him
saying. "Most people start a
political party first and then
go to the people. We went to
the people first and only then
started our party. Those who
fail to understand this are the
ones who dismiss us as mere-
ly an actor's party. In the
2026 election, we contested
alone without any alliance,"
he added. Defending his party
on allegations regarding

Karur stampede, he said, "In
Karur, 41 people lost their
lives, and the blame was
placed on us. Is this how poli-
tics should be conducted? "

Vijay then listed a series of
social and political causes that
he said he and his supporters
had championed long before
launching TVK.

"In 2011, we organised a
public meeting in support of
fishermen and voiced our
concerns on their behalf. We
extended our support to the
Jallikattu protest. We person-
ally visited and supported the
Sterlite protest. We provided
scholarships and incentives to
meritorious students in edu-
cation. After all this, we
launched the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK). We also
issued statements opposing
the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA)," he said.

CDSCO flags 159 drug samples as sub-
standard in May one found spurious

New Delhi, Agency:
India's drug regulator has
flagged 159 drug samples as
not of standard quality
(NSQ) during routine sur-
veillance in May, while iden-
tifying one spurious drug
sample in Assam, according
to the latest monthly alert
issued by the Central Drugs
Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO). Of
the total, 46 samples were
declared NSQ by central
drug laboratories and 113 by
state drug testing laborato-
ries. Drugs are categorised
as NSQ when they fail one or
more prescribed quality
parameters during testing.

CDSCO clarified that the
findings relate only to the
specific batches tested and
do not imply that other
batches of the same prod-
ucts available in the market
are defective.
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The regulator also identi-
fied one spurious drug sam-
ple in Assam that was
allegedly manufactured by
an unauthorised entity using
a brand name owned by
another company. The case
is under investigation and
action will be taken under
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act
and Rules, CDSCO said. The
regulator said the monthly
surveillance exercise is car-
ried out in coordination with
state drug authorities to
identify and remove sub-
standard and spurious med-
icines from the market.

Four fertiliser ships exit Strait of Hormuz, head to India

India-bound ships crossed the strait
just before Iran announced its fresh
closure. While two ships loaded with

ships carrying around

New Delhi, Agency:

Four
1.8 lakh

tonnes of urea, di-ammonium phos-

phate (DAP) and sulphur have
crossed the Strait of Hormuz and are

Lucknow, Agency: At
least 15 people, most of
them student trainees and
staff of a gaming and ani-
mation studio, were killed
and nine others were
injured Monday afternoon
in a fire that tore through a
three-storey commercial
building in Lucknow's
Aliganj after a suspected
AC short circuit in a pet
store and clinic on the
ground floor. Six pets
trapped in the veterinary
section also died in the
blaze. Initial reports said a coach-
ing centre was engulfed in the
flames. Social media posts also
erroneously referred to a coach-
ing centre, based on preliminary
information.

The victims, all in their 20s,
were among 22 people brought
out by rescue teams from soot-
laced rooms and toilets inside
which they had apparently locked
themselves to escape the fast-
spreading flames.

Preliminary forensic findings
suggest "highly combustible
material” stored in the building,

First responders described

SEEINg Some survivors - R
smﬁhlng windowpanes “
and using a rope to rappel
down to safety

now heading to ports in
fertiliser department

New Delhi, Agency:
External affairs minister

Monday. The ships crossed the con-
flict-hit sea channel last week. Media
has learnt they sailed through the
strait on Thursday, Friday and

on Usha Mehta Marg in north
Lucknow, fed the flames, fire
department sources said.

Thick smoke billowing from
upper floors was visible from 2km
away. A sanitation worker identi-
fied as Marzena was the first to
raise an alarm around 2.30pm,
screaming for everyone to run to
safety. The building turned into
an inferno in minutes, sealing all
escape routes, sources said.

First responders described
seeing some survivors smashing
windowpanes and using a rope to
rappel down to safety.

(EAM) S Jaishankar on
Tuesday condoled the death
of 13 lives, including 12
Indians in an explosion in
the Ras Laffan incident in
Qatar last night.

"Deeply saddened by the
loss of lives and injuries,
including of Indian nation-
als, in the explosion at
Qatar's Ras Laffan
Industrial City. As further
details emerge, our
Embassy continues to be in
touch with Qatari authori-
ties, and is reaching out to

L ol

India, the
said on

Saturday. Three oil tankers also in
crossed the critical sea
Saturday. Officials said the seven

'Deeply saddened': EAM Jaishankar condoles death
of 12 Indians in Qatar blast; assures assistance

render assistance to the
families of Indian nationals
affected by this tragedy. Our
thoughts and prayers are
with the victims and their

families,"
on X.
The Indian embassy in

he said in a post

route

Qatar informed that those
who got injured in the inci-
dent were in stable condi-
tion and receiving appropri-
ate medical treatment.
"Qatari authorities have
confirmed that 12 Indian
nationals have unfortunate-
ly passed away in the Ras
Laffan incident yesterday
night. We extend our deep-
est condolences to the
bereaved families and
prayers for the departed
souls. Qatari authorities
have also confirmed that all
those who got injured in the
incident are in stable condi-

fertilisers are carrying 91,750 tonnes
of urea, another vessel is transport-
ing 55,000 tonnes of DAP and the
fourth one has 33,251 tonnes of sul-
phur. They are likely to reach ports
Krishnapatnam,
(Andhra), Paradeep (Odisha) and
Mundra (Gujarat) soon.

Kakinada

tion and are receiving
appropriate medical treat-
ment. Our Embassy is work-
ing in close contact with the
Qatari authorities to extend
all possible help to the
Indian nationals and their
families affected by this
incident, including ensuring
that mortal remains of the
deceased are sent to India at
the earliest,” it said. Qatari
authorities said an internal
explosion and subsequent
fire occurred after a techni-
cal malfunction during
operations at a factory in
Ras Laffan Industrial City.



