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India calls for Brlcs shared space economy |,

Bengaluru, Agency:
Calling space the next fron-
tier of global economic
growth, junior space minis-
ter Jitendra Singh
Wednesday urged Brics
nations to work together to
build a "Brics Space
Economy", arguing that no
single country can shape the
future of the sector alone.

Addressing the valedicto-
ry session of the Brics Heads
of Space Agencies (Hosa)
meeting in Bengaluru, Singh
said the bloc possesses the
scientific expertise, techno-
logical capabilities and
industrial strength needed
to emerge as a major force in
the rapidly expanding global
space economy.

"The future of the space
economy will not be shaped
by nations working in isola-
tion. It will be shaped by
partnerships, shared inno-

-t

vation and collective ambi-
tion," Singh said. "Brics
countries have the potential
to become one of the
strongest pillars of this

emerging global space
ecosystem."
Isro chairman \Y%

Narayanan said: "A total of
26 delegates from 10 coun-
tries participated. There
were extensive discussions
on the utilisation of the Brics
Remote Sensing Satellite
Constellation (RSSC) for the

socio-economic benefit of
member countries, includ-
ing applications in disaster
management, climate
change monitoring, and
other areas." "We also dis-
cussed debris-free mission
management systems to
ensure the long-term sus-
tainability of space activities.
It was a very productive
meeting. Along with the five
Brics nations, five more
countries were part of this
initiative," he added.The
two-day meeting, hosted by
Isro under India's Brics
Chairship 2026, brought
together heads of space
agencies and senior officials
from Brazil, China, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran,
Russia, South Africa and the
United Arab Emirates.

At a time when countries
are increasingly looking to
space-based technologies for

economic and developmen-
tal gains, Singh positioned
cooperation among Brics
members as a pathway to
innovation, investment and
sustainable growth. He said
the grouping, which
accounts for a significant
share of the world's popula-
tion and economic output, is
uniquely placed to leverage
space  technology  for
addressing common chal-
lenges. "Challenges such as
climate change, natural dis-
asters, food and water secu-
rity, environmental degra-
dation and sustainable
urbanisation increasingly
require collective solutions
supported by advanced
space technologies," he said.

The discussions focused
on strengthening existing
cooperation mechanisms
and identifying new areas of
collaboration.

Pack of stray dogs attack 10-
ar-old boy cycling in Faridabad

society; hospltahsed

New Delhi, Agency: A
10-year-old boy was hospi-
talised and underwent head
surgery after being allegedly
attacked by a pack of stray
dogs inside a residential socie-
ty in Faridabad's Ballabgarh
area on Tuesday evening. The
incident took place at
Mulberry County Society in
Sector 70, where the child was
cycling with friends when the

dogs reportedly mauled him,

leaving him with multiple
injuries to his body and head.
The boy, identified as Parth,
remains under treatment at a
private hospital in Faridabad's
Sector 21A after his condition
reportedly deteriorated while he
was being transferred to Delhi.
Residents said he was initially
taken to Ballabgarh Government
Hospital and later referred to
Safdarjung Hospital because of

According to Tevatia, the
bicycle's chain slipped off and
the boy stopped to fix it. While
he was doing so, a group of
seven or eight stray dogs
allegedly present in the base-
ment descended on him.

"After Parth was attacked by
dogs, all the friends fled the
basement and rushed to the
security guard stationed at the

Speaker Birla to decide on
TMC, Sena (UBT) defections
before Monsoon Session

New Delhi, Agency: Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla is
expected to decide on the fate of
rebel MPs from the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) and Shiv Sena
(UBT) before the commencement
of Parliament's Monsoon Session
next month, sources familiar with
the matter told news agency .

The Speaker has already heard
representations from both the
parent parties and the breakaway
groups. In the TMC case, Birla
met a delegation led by the party's
Lok Sabha leader Abhishek
Banerjee as well as members of
the rebel camp. A similar exercise
was conducted in relation to the
Shiv Sena (UBT) split.

According to sources, legal and
constitutional experts attached to
Parliament are currently examin-
ing the matter and are expected to
provide their recommendations
before a final decision is taken.
Previous rulings by presiding offi-
cers in comparable situations are
also being studied to ensure any
decision is legally and constitu-
tionally sound. The Lok Sabha
Secretariat is meanwhile under-
stood to be working on possible
seating arrangements ahead of
the Monsoon Session, which is
usually convened in the third
week of July.

the severity of his injuries.

25 hurt as minibus plunges into
gorge in J&K's Kathua

Jammu, Agency: At least 25 people were
injured after a minibus ferrying pilgrims to
Shri Sukrala Mata Temple in Billawer, in J&K's
Kathua district, plunged into a gorge in Simbli
area on Wednesday. Officials said four of the
injured were in critical condition.

The minibus was ferrying devotees from
Goran and Sumb villages in Samba district to
the shrine. En route, the driver allegedly lost

control of the vehicle near Dingi Simbli on

Dhar Road, causing it to roll into the gorge, officials said. Locals, civic adminis-
tration, and police personnel launched a joint rescue operation and rushed the
injured occupants - including the driver - to a nearby health facility. Those in

serious condition were later shifted to Kathua GMCH, officials said.

father,

NCERT introduces section on Emergency in Class IX
textbook for first time, calls it a 'major challenge'

New Delhi, Agency: The
National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has, for
the first time, introduced a
section on the Emergency in a
Class IX textbook, describing
it as "one of the major chal-
lenges" to Indian democracy
during a period when a
majority of Fundamental
Rights were suspended.

The reference has been
included in NCERT's newly
developed social science text-
book, Understanding Society:
India and Beyond, within a
chapter that examines the
strengths of Indian democra-
cy alongside the challenges it
has faced.

An NCERT official con-
firmed that this is the first
time a dedicated section on
the Emergency has been
included in a Class IX text-

book. according to news
agency ANI. The development
comes exactly 51 years after
the proclamation of the
Emergency in India on June
25, 1975, and a year after the
country marked its 5o0th
anniversary. "One of the
major challenges to democra-
¢y in India was recorded when
an Emergency was imposed
in 1975-77. In the early 1970s,
public dissatisfaction with the
government led by Indira
Gandhi was growing. Rising

unemployment, inflation, and
allegations of misgovernance
led to widespread protests,"
the textbook section reads.
The chapter further notes,
"In June 1975, a National
Emergency was imposed by
the government on the
grounds of internal distur-
bance. During this period, a
majority of Fundamental
Rights were suspended, the
press was censored, and
numerous political leaders
and activists were arrested.

However, he was admitted to the
private facility en route, where
doctors performed surgery on
Wednesday.

The incident has sparked
anger among residents,
staged a protest on Wednesday
and accused authorities of fail-
ing to address the growing stray
dog menace in the housing soci-
ety. According to residents,
more than 50 dog attack inci-
dents involving children and
adults have been reported in the
area over the past few months.

Dhirendra Tevatia, a resident
of the society and the boy's
said Parth had been
cycling with friends in the base-
ment when the attack occurred.

Private colleges will shut if asked to
charge fee at government rates: SC

New Delhl, Agency:
Supreme Court on Wednesday
said that private medical colleges
cannot be prevented from charg-
ing higher fees than govt ones and
forcing them to do so would result
in their closure and harm to med-
ical education.

A Dbench of Justices B V
Nagarathna and Joymalya Bagchi
while hearing a plea by an EWS
student who was allotted a general
category seat in a private medical
college where he would be
required to pay nearly Rs 19 lakh
as annual tuition fee, noted pri-
vate medical colleges are barred
from taking capitation fees and
are self-financing. "Annual tuition
fee can't be the same in a private
college and a govt one," Justice
Nagarathna said.

Justice Nagarathna said, "The
annual tuition fee can't be the
same in a private medical college

and a govt one. In self-financing
private colleges, every expense is
to be borne by the colleges where-
as govt subsidies the expenses in
the colleges under it."

"Private colleges are also con-
tributing to the field of higher edu-
cation, including in the medical
stream. If they are asked to take
fees at govt rate, then they will
close down and the medical edu-
cation would suffer. If other states
have implemented the EWS quota
and if Rajasthan has not done it,
courts cannot direct private col-
leges to reduce fees," she further
said. The petitioner, whose par-
ents in Rajasthan have an annual
income of less than Rs 8 lakh,
cleared NEET-UG 2025, said he
was "arbitrarily" allotted a general
category seat in a private medical
college and Rs 19 lakh being
demanded of him was way beyond
his means.

His counsel Rishabh Sancheti
informed the bench that students
in EWS category, who scored less
marks than him, were allotted
EWS quota seats where candi-
dates pay fee for MBBS courses at
govt fixed rate which is less than
the general category seats in pri-
vate colleges.

who

society's main gate. The guard
arrived with a stick and drove
the dogs away. Within minutes,
the dogs had left Parth critically
injured. He is being treated in
the hospita

Residents said the boy's
screams alerted his friends, who
ran to seek help from the soci-
ety's security staff. By the time
the guard reached the spot and
managed to chase the dogs
away, the child had already suf-
fered serious injuries.

The incident has renewed
concerns over the presence of
stray dogs inside residential
complexes
demands
urgent measures to prevent sim-
ilar attacks in the future.

", Tevatia said.

and prompted
from residents for

30 India-bound ships crossed
Strait of Hormuz, another 26
wait for their turn

New Delhi, Agency:
So far 30 India-bound ships
have crossed the Strait of
Hormuz and 26 wait to
cross the critical sea route,
sources in the shipping
ministry said. While half of
the ships that have transit-
ed the strait carried LPG
and LNG, eight had bulk
cargo and seven were crude
tankers.

Officials said while 19
transits happened between
March 1 and June 17, fol-
lowing the signing of the
Iran-US MoU 11 ships have
crossed the strait safely.
Among the 30 that have
reached or are heading to
Indian ports, 17 are foreign-
flagged vessels, including a
maximum of five Marshall
Islands-flagged ships.

Media has learnt that of
the 26 vessels of Indian

interest -- both Indian-
flagged and India-bound
foreign-flagged ships -- that
remain in the Persian Gulf
(west of Strait of Hormuz)
three are carrying energy,
10 fertilisers and remaining
13 carrying other cargo.

The strait, which is an
international waterway,
accounts for a fifth of the
supply of energy globally.
For India, its key partners
for procurement of LNG
and LPG emanate from the
Gulf countries.

Passportjust a travel document, not citizenship proof: MEA

New Delhi, Agency: A passport
is primarily a travel document and
should not be treated as proof of citi-
zenship, a senior external affairs min-
istry official said Wednesday at an
event to highlight the expansion of
passport services across the country
on 14th Passport Seva Divas.

The passport attests the nationali-
ty of Indians when they are abroad
but it isn't a document of citizenship,

officials clarified in response to a
query. This set off a raging discussion
on X, with users asking what then

counted as a conclusive proof of citi-
zenship in India if documents such as
passports, Aadhaar cards and voter
IDs don't make the cut?

While MEA's clarification reiter-
ates a legal position underlined in the
past by court judgments, it assumes
importance in light of debates around
citizenship during the Election
Commission's special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls.

An Ajmer legend whistles past 150

New Delhi, Agemcy:

Some of the sounds of [

Ajmer are age-old. Like the
cry of the azaan at the dar-
gah of Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti. Or the bells of
Mayo College, ringing
through corridors trod by
the sons of the well-known
and well-heeled. A third,
perhaps less perceptible
now, is provided by the
sirens at Ajmer Railway
Workshop, which quietly
chugs into its 150th year in
Aug, mostly without remark
but still bearing a precious
part of the city's identity.

If the dargah brings
seekers of the 13th century
Sufi mystic's grace from

L ol

near and far - as it drew
Mughal Emperor Akbar
over four centuries back -
and the school imparts an
aristocratic gloss to the city,
it is the railway workshop
that gave Ajmer a remark-
ably cosmopolitan charac-
ter, still very much evident
even if not as palpable as it
once was.

Melting Pot: Set up
in 1876 - a year after the
opening of Mayo Colege -
under the Rajputana-
Malwa Railway, what
began as a modest repair
facility grew into a key
pillar of Indian Railways.
It was also the third-old-
est railway workshop in
undivided India.

But its story runs beyond
machines and tracks.
British and Jewish engi-
neers, Parsi technicians,
and workers from present-
day UP, Gujarat, Kerala and
Maharashtra didn't just
work here - they settled,
built homes, and formed
communities. Over time,

their presence gave Ajmer a
distinctly  cosmopolitan
character, still visible in
colonial bungalows, old
railway institutes, churches,
the Jewish cemetery near
Ana Sagar, Parsi fire tem-
ples, and markets shaped
by trading families like the
Agarwals.

Some railway colonies
still carry fading Bombay,
Baroda and Central India
Railway (BB&CI) markings
on their walls. In older
neighbourhoods near the
workshop, rusted iron
gates, century-old rainwa-
ter pipes and sloping tiled
roofs survive amid newer
construction.



