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Tamil Nadu CM Vijay joins thousands in anti-
drug awareness run at Chennal sMarlna Beach

New Delhi, Agency:
Tamil Nadu chief minister
C Joseph Vijay on Friday
flagged off the "Start Run,
Stop Drugs" anti-drug
awareness run at Chennai's
Marina Beach to mark the
International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking before joining
hundreds of participants for
the event.

Dressed in tracks, sneak-
ers and sunglasses, Vijay
drew loud cheers as he ran
alongside participants
wearing a "Start Run, Stop
Drugs" T-shirt. Aerial visu-
als showed long stretches of
Marina Beach Road filled
with runners taking part in
the awareness campaign.

Before the run began,

the chief minister wrote the
slogan "Sporta Edu, Drugs
Vidu" (Take up sports and
give up drugs) on an aware-
ness board. Several minis-
ters present at the venue
also signed the board in
support of the campaign.
Tamil Nadu sports min-
ister Aadhav Arjuna ran
alongside Vijay during the

event, while other ministers
joined him at different
stages of the run. The chief
minister also administered
an anti-drug pledge, urging
people to stay away from
narcotics, help friends and
family members overcome

The awareness run came
a day after Vijay launched
the  state's  anti-drug
anthem as part of the Tamil
Nadu government's wider
campaign against substance
abuse.

Eliminating drugs has
been one of the flagship
promises of the ruling TVK
government. The adminis-
tration has repeatedly
linked the drug menace to
deteriorating law and order
and crimes against women.
During his reply to the
motion of thanks on the
Governor's address earlier
this week, Vijay accused the
previous government of

Shiv Sena MP Jyoti Waghmare
moves NCW against Sanjay Raut over

'extremely low-level remarks'

New Delhi, Agency: Shiv
Sena Rajya Sabha MP Jyoti
Waghmare has approached the
National Commission for
Women (NCW) against Shiv
Sena (UBT) Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Raut, accusing him of
repeatedly using abusive lan-
guage, obscene profanity and
publicly insulting women repre-
sentatives. In a complaint
emailed to the NCW chairperson
in New Delhi, Waghmare sought
the immediate registration of a
criminal case against Raut, alleg-
ing that his statements and con-
duct over the past four years
warranted legal action.

Sharing the complaint on X,
Waghmare said, "Shiv Sena
Rajya Sabha MP Dr. Jyoti
Waghmare has today filed an

him." She also expressed concern
over the impact of Raut's alleged
remarks on Maharashtra's politi-

cal discourse, saying,
"Maharashtra has a great tradi-
tion of cultured and ideological
politics, but due to MP Sanjay
Raut's extremely low-level
remarks, this tradition is suffer-
ing a major blow."

The complaint comes days

S faili t th - O, . . : :
addiction, and support S?;ilcr,clegd ?nocvlgltl)ent eofu?lgi_ official complaint with the after six Shiv Sena (UBT) Lok
efforts to eliminate drug cotics across the state. National Commission for Sabha MPs formally joined the

abuse from society.

Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena in

FCRA rules not to
regulate but stran-
gulate: Congress

New Delhi, Agency:
Describing the amendments to
FCRA rules as designed "not to
regulate but to strangulate" inde-
pendent civil society, Congress
leader KC Venugopal Thursday
wrote to PM Narendra Modi
demanding that they be with-
drawn. Venugopal called the
recently notified rules an "overt
and systemic assault on India's
civil society", warning that they
would financially and opera-
tionally cripple NGOs that render
critical services to marginalised
communities.

CPM MP John Brittas wrote to
Union home minister Amit Shah
demanding that the rules be with-
drawn. Venugopal said the rules
had been amended to make up for
withdrawal of the FCRA bill in
Budget session of Parliament. "If
accepted, they will convert inde-
pendent civil society into a terri-
fied govt-controlled echo cham-
ber," he added. The Congress MP
particularly criticised the rules
that require NGOs to select their
activities from a rigid, govt-man-
dated list and restrict their opera-
tional geography. He said levying
a separate fee for every additional
state or category was "nothing
short of an administrative toll tax
designed to discourage pan-India
social work"

Govt gives India's

CDSCO Restricts Supply Of IVF Consumables

New Delhi, Agency: Fertility clinics and
sperm banks that are not registered under the
Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) and
Surrogacy Acts will no longer be allowed to
procure key laboratory materials used in IVF
procedures, with the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation (CDSCO) directing that
such products be supplied only to registered
centres. The regulator issued the direction after it was brought to its notice that
these products were being supplied to unregistered facilities and said the prac-
tice may pose risks to patient health and welfare.

The circular applies to IVF media, cryopreservation media, reagents and
other consumables used in assisted reproductive procedures. IVF media are
specialised laboratory solutions used to handle, preserve and grow eggs, sperm
and embryos during fertility treatment.
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plaint stated:

Abhijeet Dipke claims BJP workers assault-
ed reporters in front of Delhl Police

New Delhi, Agency:
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
founder Abhijeet Dipke on
Friday alleged that BJP
workers physically assaulted
reporters and protesters at
Delhi's Jantar Mantar, shar-
ing videos of the incident on
X.In one of the videos, a

New

next

Women (NCW) against the con-
language,
obscene profanity, and public
insult of women representatives

Waghmare urged the women's
panel to take cognisance of the
matter and ensure criminal pro-
ceedings against Raut.According
to news agency Media, her com-
"Taking serious
note of Sanjay Raut's controver-
sial statements and conduct over
the past four years, MP Jyoti
Waghmare has made a strong
demand in her email complaint
sent to the NCW's head office in
New Delhi for immediate regis-
tration of a criminal case against

what the ruling faction described
as "Operation Tiger".

Row follows Raut's

. oy b MP from Ratnagiri- remarks amid Shiv Sena
To Registered Fertility Centres Sindhudurg Sanjay Raut." — split: The complaint follows a
Seeking strict action, series of controversial state-

ments made by Raut during the
recent political turmoil within
Shiv Sena (UBT).

Raut came under criticism
after using abusive language
while addressing rebel MPs dur-
ing a press conference last week.
Defending his remarks, he said
they reflected common Marathi
usage and insisted he knew
"when and which language
should be used." Responding to
criticism, Raut had said, "No
abusive language.

1993-batch IPS officer
Dixit to be IB chief

Delhi,
Agency: Mahesh Dixit, a
1993-batch IPS officer,
was appointed as the
chief of
Intelligence Bureau (IB)
on Thursday. He will suc-
ceed Tapan Deka whose
extension ends in June.

the

voice can be heard saying,
"our members are getting hit
in front of Delhi police."
ChatGPT could not inde-
pendently verify the claim or
the circumstances shown in
the footage.

Sharing the video, Dipke
wrote, "BJP goons physically
assaulting reporters and peo-
ple at Jantar Mantar."

In another post, accompa-
nied by a separate video, he
wrote, "Authorities have a
problem with pillows too
now. Wish they were this
efficient and proactive on

paper leaks."

The allegations come as
Dipke's sit-in protest at
Jantar Mantar demanding
Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's res-
ignation entered its seventh
day. The protest centres on
alleged irregularities in com-
petitive examinations and
the NEET paper leak contro-
versy. Earlier in the day,
Dipke marked Pradhan's

birthday by writing, "Happy
Birthday, Pradhan. Please
resign," on a whiteboard
while supporters sang the
birthday song. Addressing
the minister in a video, he
said, "A very happy birthday
to you, Dharmendra
Pradhan. Do us a favour and
resign. As a birthday gift, we
can even send you the resig-
nation letter, you'll only have
to put your thumb on it."

The Appointments
Committee of  the
Cabinet chaired by PM
Modi cleared his appoint-
ment for a tenure of two
years from the date of
assumption of charge of the
post. A seasoned officer
with an established track
record in handling national
security and counter-ter-
rorism issues, Dixit is
known for his decision-
making abilities within the
agency.

A Telangana cadre offi-
cer, he has spent most of his
career in the IB and was

serving as its special direc-

tor. As J&K  State
Intelligence Bureau chief,
he played a key role during
the postArticle 370 period,
sources said. He also played
a critical role during
Operation Sindoor, during
which crucial intelligence
led to the destruction of ter-
ror camps in PoK and
Pakistan. Sources said Dixit
had been handling key
responsibilities within IB
for two years.

envoy to Bangla-

desh status of Cabinet minister

New Delhi/ Dhaka,
Agency: In a decision that under-
scores the importance New Delhi
attaches to its diplomatic engage-
ment with Dhaka, India's new
high commissioner to Bangladesh
Dinesh Trivedi has been accorded
status equivalent to Union cabinet
minister.

Soon after presenting his cre-
dentials to President Mohammed
Shahabuddin on  Thursday,
Trivedi - the first politician to
serve in this position - announced
resumption of travel visas for
Bangladeshi nationals from all
five visa application centres -
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Chittagong,
Sylhet and Khulna. It was halted
nearly two years ago amid deterio-
rating ties and the security situa-
tion during the Muhammad
Yunus-led interim regime, which

came into being after Sheikh
Hasina's ouster as PM in 2024.

In an office memorandum,
dated June 24, the home ministry
said Trivedi "has been assigned
the equivalent status of Union
cabinet Minister in the Table of
Precedence (ToP) as a measure
personal to him, without amend-
ing the Table of Precedence". ToP
determines hierarchy for constitu-
tional authorities, ministers,
judges, diplomats and officials
during state and ceremonial func-
tions. The order clarified the sta-
tus is meant "for ceremonial func-
tions only". The status - first for an
envoy to Bangladesh - was earlier
accorded to I K Gujral (USSR),
Karan Singh (US) and Triloki Kaul
(USSR) as ambassadors. Trivedi -
a former Union minister and BJP
veteran - succeeds Pranay Verma,
a 1994-batch IFS officer. Briefing
reporters after the presenting of
credentials, Bangladesh
President's press secretary Md
Sarwar Alam said Shahabuddin
expressed hope that Trivedi's
tenure will further strengthen and
deepen the mutually beneficial
and people-centric relations
between Bangladesh and India.

~70-year case, older than its judges, finally decided

15.5 bighas in Narsipur
Kalan village of Haridwar,
bought by predecessors of
appellant Sarafat Ali through
the sale deed of June 4, 1957.
SC set aside concurrent find-
ings of trial court and HC and
held the deed valid. Justice Mishra
succinctly summarised the case:
"What initially commenced as pro-
ceedings for mutation gradually tra-

New Delhi, Agency:
A unique land dispute
that dragged through the
tenures of all past PMs
was finally decided by a
Supreme Court bench of
Justices Prashant Kumar
Mishra and N V Anjaria - both of
whom were not born when the case
originated from a 1957 sale deed.

The 70-year-old dispute was over

versed into the realm of the UP
Zamindari Abolition and Land
Reforms Act, 1950 and the consolida-
tion framework, though its odyssey
across multiple forums only culmi-
nated in futility, with the authorities
below concurrently holding that the
appellants had failed to prove the
execution of the said sale deed, there-
by compelling them to seek refuge
before this court."

Commanding Officer, Major among 30 named in FIR
over 'assault, rlotlng by Army at J&K police station

Jammu, Agency: The
commanding officer of 17
Rashtriya Rifles and a
Major were among 30-odd
Army personnel named in
an FIR Thursday, accusing
them of storming a police
station in J&K's Kishtwar,
assaulting policemen on
duty and damaging govt
property after a military
vehicle was intercepted for
allegedly obstructing the
deputy commissioner's con-
voy on a narrow stretch of
road.The FIR against com-
manding officer Colonel N
Arun Gandhi, Major Vikas

L ol

Sharma and others at Atholi

invokes,
charges,

station
other

police
among

attempt to murder (Section
109 of BNS) and vandalism
the
Prevention of Damage to

(Section 3(1) of

Public Property Act). Maj

Sharma and Naib Subedar
Shankar  Gurkhe had
allegedly led at least 30 per-
sonnel from the 17 RR camp
at Kijayee to the police sta-
tion the previous day and
scaled the main gate and
the boundary wall to start
what the FIR describes as a
"pre-planned attack". The
group was armed with
sticks, iron rods and service
weapons, the complaint
states. Sources said this was
soon after a military vehicle
had been seized and
brought to Atholi police sta-
tion for allegedly blocking

the DC's convoy en route to
an official event. The Army
said the matter was under
examination through rele-
vant institutional mecha-
nisms involving both sides.
"The Indian Army will
extend full cooperation in
the legal process.
Appropriate actions will be
taken based on the outcome
of the joint investigation. At
this stage, it would be pre-
mature to comment further
while the investigations are
in progress," Jammu-based
defence PRO Lt Col Suneel
Bartwal said.



