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Drone drug trafficking case
up 100- fold in S years

New Delhi, Agency:
The skies are the new fron-
tiers in India's war on
drugs, as a 100-fold jump in
drone trafficking incidents
over the last five years has
forced security agencies to
confront a highly sophisti-
cated, tech-empowered
threat.

The annual Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) data
of 2025, unveiled by Union
home minister Amit Shah,
reveals a record 305
dronerelated cases yielding
468 kg of high-purity con-
traband, turning the skies
above Punjab into the the-
atre of a rapidly evolving
multi-front crisis.

This represents a stag-
gering 98% increase in con-

traband quantity over the
previous year and a massive
100-fold increase in drone
incidents since 2021, when
only three cases were regis-
tered. The India-Pakistan
border remains the hub of
this aerial onslaught, with
Punjab  single-handedly
accounting for 298 of the
305 drone-related inci-
dents, primarily involving

high-purity heroin and
methamphetamine.
Also, pharmaceutical

drug diversion has experi-

enced an overall 77%
increase between 2021 and
2025. Yearly seizures
peaked dramatically at
2,43,111 kg before settling
down marginally at
2,37,390 kg. Punjab has
become fertile ground for a
dangerous "second wave" of
substance abuse, leading all
states with a massive
seizure of 8,95,508
codeine-based cough syrup
bottles alongside rampant

illegal  distribution  of
buprenorphine, tramadol
andalprazolam.

While skies are increas-
ingly monitored, traditional
land-based smuggling via
courier and postal networks
continues to present a stub-
born challenge; despite a

stabilisation in case num-
bers to 174 incidents, the
volume of seized contra-
band through postal chan-
nels stood at 972 kg. The
NCB report cites the growth
of clandestine synthetic
drug laboratories as well,
even as it dismantled 30
secret manufacturing labs -
surpassing the combined
total of the previous three
years - and arrested 102
individuals.

Data reveals that these
facilities, heavily concen-
trated across Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, and Madhya
Pradesh, were primarily
churning out mass quanti-
ties of  mephedrone,
ephedrine, and illicit psy-
chotropic tablets.

S | Homebuyers can seek relief for delay

after possession: Supreme Court

New Delhi, Agency:
Taking possession of a flat
would not bar homebuyers
from raising complaints against
real estate companies for defi-
ciency in services. Supreme
Court has held that homebuy-
ers can approach consumer
forums against developers to
seek compensation for delayed
possession even after taking
custody of the flat.

The SC set aside an order of
National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission
(NCDRC) which had held that
ahomebuyer ceases to be a con-
sumer after taking possession of
the flat and could not seek com-
pensation for delay. SC also held
that the arbitration clause in
homebuyer-real estate company
agreement would not block the
former from approaching the
consumer forum to raise griev-
ances. Twenty-two years after a
homebuyer got possession of his

extinguish the right of the allot-
tee to seek adjudication of a
claim for compensation for the
alleged delay,” the bench said.
The bench revived the 2005
complaint filed by the homebuy-
er before the district consumer
forum and asked it to decide
within a year whether there was
any delay.

It also asked the forum to
decide whether such delay was
attributable to the respondent,
whether the appellant had
accepted possession uncondi-
tionally, and whether any com-
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'No decision yet'
MK Stalin on con-
testing bypoll amid
Trichy East buzz

New Delhi, Agency: Former
Tamil Nadu chief minister MK
Stalin on Friday said no decision
has been taken yet on whether he
will contest a byelection to return
to the assembly.

His remarks came amid specu-
lation that he may contest the
Trichy East constituency, vacated
by his successor and incumbent
chief minister, C Joseph Vijay.

Vijay, an actor-turned-politi-
cian, retained the Perambur con-
stituency in Chennai and gave up
the Trichy East seat, where he had
also won, necessitating a by-elec-
tion. DMK president Stalin,
meanwhile, lost the Kolathur con-
stituency in the April 23 assembly
elections, which ended his party's
one-term government and
brought Vijay's two-year-old
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
to power. Besides Trichy East,
bypolls are also due in
Madurantakam, Perundurai,
Dharapuram, Ambasamudram,
and Viralimalai. The five seats fell
vacant after rebel ATADMK MLAs
resigned. All except Viralimalai
MLA C Vijaybaskar have since
joined the TVK, while Vijaybaskar
is also expected to switch to the
party soon.

Katchatheevu island transfer to Sri
Lanka 'dark chapter' of Congress: BJP
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New Delhi, Agency: With Congress in office in
Kerala and part of govt in Tamil Nadu, BJP fired a twin
salvo at the party and alleged that its decisions have
harmed the interests of the two states. BJP said it was
the 52nd anniversary of the decision of the then
Congress govt at the Centre to cede Katchatheevu island
to Sri Lanka that has harmed the interest of Tamil fish-
ermen and also its Catholic population, who are not
permitted to offer prayers at St Anthony shrine there
even if they carry Indian flags. "It is another blackspot in Congress's calendar of
surrenders," BJP spokesperson Sudhanshu Trivedi said, citing the earlier losses of
PoK and Aksai Chin to Pakistan and China, respectively. BJP also targeted the
new Congress-led UDF govt in Kerala over its decision to slash excise duty on low-
alcohol liquor from 251% to 121%, alleging it will push the youth into alcohol con-

sumption and reduce the state's revenue to the benefit of liquor businesses.

India makes satellite-based approaches
using GAGAN for safer flights a reahty

New Delhi, Agency: In a
major safety-enhancement
move, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Thursday got a "satellite-
based landing system (SLS)"
approach conducted for the
first time on a jet engine air-
craft in India. The regulator
got the flight operated on an
IndiGo Airbus A320 into
Udaipur using ISRO and
Airport Authority of India's
satellite-based navigation sys-
tem GAGAN (GPS aided geo
augmented navigation). Jet
engine planes have jumped on
the bandwagon a few years
after a turboprop ATR had
done so.

SLS is seen as a game-
changer in terms of enhanc-
ing safety at secondary air-
ports that do not have expen-
sive instrument landing sys-
tem (ILS) installed, as it
allows the use of new satellite

navigation technologies to
perform approaches. SLS first
entered service in Europe
with the A350 in 2015.
Officials in the know say
the IndiGo Airbus flight to
Udaipur was "another signifi-
cant milestone in advancing
satellite-based navigation in
India by successfully conduct-
ing a localiser performance
with vertical guidance (LPV)
approach." IndiGo had intro-
duced LPV operations on its

ATR fleet in 2022 and has
now expanded "satellite-
based augmentation system"
(SBAS) enabled operations
across its fleet.

Jointly developed by ISRO
and Airports Authority of
India (AAI), India's SBAS
GAGAN provides the cover-
age needed for LPV proce-
dures across Indian airspace
and positions India as one of
the few countries worldwide
with its own SBAS capability.

flat housing project in Dwarka in
NCR, a bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and V Mohana allowed his
plea to seek compensation for
delay in handing over the flat. Tt
said the NCDRC's reasoning
"cannot be sustained".

"The appellant's complaint
was not for delivery of posses-
sion simpliciter. His grievance
was that there had been delay in
handing over possession of the
flat and that he was entitled to
compensation for such delay. A
claim for compensation for
delayed possession necessarily
arises from the period prior to
the actual delivery of possession.

The subsequent receipt of
possession cannot, by itself,

pensation is payable. "The claim
of the appellant for compensa-
tion on account of alleged delay
in handing over possession has
neither been accepted nor
rejected after evidence. Equally,
the defence of the respondent
society has also not been exam-
ined on merits. These issues
could not have been concluded
at the threshold by holding that
the appellant ceased to be a con-
sumer merely because posses-
sion had been delivered before
the complaint was filed. In such
circumstances, it would not be
appropriate for this court to
record any finding on the factual
controversy between the par-
ties," the bench said.

SIR now makes its way into

NCERT Class IX textbook |

New Delhi, Agency:
Election Commission's
Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls launched last
year ahead of Bihar
assembly polls has
entered the Class IX text-
books, 1975-77
Emergency has moved
from senior school politi-
cal science into compulsory
secondary reading, while
economics has been recast
around scarcity, markets
and role of govt.

NCERT's new Class IX
social science textbook -
Understanding  Society:
India and Beyond - Part 1 -
marks a shift in how stu-
dents will encounter
democracy, institutions and
the economy from the
2026-27 academic session.

SIR appears in a chapter
on elections, in a section on

the poll panel's functions.
The textbook describes EC
as an autonomous constitu-
tional body responsible for
free and fair elections and
says SIR involves "updating,
verifying and correcting the

electoral rolls". It adds that
the exercise ensures "no eli-
gible citizen is left out and
no ineligible person is
included". The book also
introduces Emergency in
class IX for the first time,
bringing it into compulsory
secondary-level reading.

Hospitals told to make public their Government plans simpler import rule to cut medicine wastage
kidney transplant success rate' '

¥

‘_,.-—-h\-‘

I!""\.

New Delhi, Agency: Kidney
transplant hospitals will now have
to publish patient survival rates,
deaths, graft failures and other
long-term results, ending a sys-
tem that left patients to choose
where to undergo surgery without
knowing how centres performed.

The National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation
(NOTTO) has directed transplant
centres across the country to put
the figures on their websites after
BJP MP Captain Brijesh Chowta
spotlighted the lack of trans-
parency on transplant outcomes.

NOTTO director Dr Anil
Kumar directed state and UT
authorities to ensure every trans-
plant hospital prominently dis-
plays post-transplant outcome
data on its website and submits
complete and timely follow-up

data to the National Organ and
Tissue Transplant Registry.

Hospitals have also been asked
to give patients and their families
or guardians full information
about the procedures being
undertaken - as well as its risks
and likely outcomes - before tak-
ing consent. In his representation
to the Union health minister,
Captain Chowta had flagged gaps
in tracking long-term outcomes of
kidney transplant cases, citing a
report submitted by two
Mangaluru-based citizens.

The MP said public attention
largely focuses on successful
transplants, while long-term
complications, graft failures and
post-transplant deaths remain
inadequately tracked. The letter
also highlighted the absence of a
national registry to monitor long-
term outcomes, arguing that
greater transparency would help
patients make informed deci-
sions.

Dr Anupam Roy, the addition-
al director of nephrology and kid-
ney transplant at Aakash Hospital
in Dwarka, Delhi, said: "Making
transplant outcomes public is a
landmark step towards trans-
parency and accountability.

New Delhi, Agency:
To cut avoidable wastage
of imported medicines,
the Centre has proposed
replacing a complex shelf-
life rule with a simple
requirement - drugs should have at
least one year of shelf life left when
they enter India. Health ministry has
issued a draft notification proposing
amendments to Rule 31 of the Drugs

Rules, 1945, and invited pub-
lic comments. Under the pro-
posal, most imported medi-
cines will need to have at
least 12 months of shelf life
remaining at the time of
import instead of complying with the
existing requirement of having more
than 60% of their approved shelf life
left. Under the current rule, the
requirement depends on the total

shelf life of each medicine, meaning
different drugs have to meet different
remaining shelf-life requirements
before they can be imported. The pro-
posed change is expected to benefit
imports of a range of medicines,
including certain specialised cancer
medicines, treatments for rare dis-
eases and other high-value medicines,
by making the import norms simpler
and reducing avoidable wastage.

2 states, 2 different rules for registration of doctors

New Delhi, Agency:
Two states have come up
with two different models
when it comes to allowing
doctors to practise in their
jurisdiction. While Andhra
Pradesh has facilitated
interstate practice,
Maharashtra has retained
verification  safeguards,
reviving debate over a
national registration frame-
work for medical practi-
tioners. On June 11, Andhra
Pradesh govt allowed doc-
tors registered with any
State or Union Territory
Medical Council to practise
in the state without obtain-
ing a separate registration
or No Objection Certificate
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(NOC). The move, part of

state's deregulation
reforms, removed a long-
standing requirement that
often delayed doctors mov-
ing across states. Days ear-
lier, on June 5,
Maharashtra Medical
Council adopted a different
approach. It removed the
need for doctors to obtain
an NOC themselves but
retained registration and

verification requirements.
The council now directly
seeks verification from
the parent state council
and grants provisional
registration pending
clearance. AP Medical
Council member Dr
Daggumati Sreehari Rao
said the order does not
eliminate oversight.
Doctors from other states
will still have to apply
online, disclose their regis-
tration details and declare
any disciplinary proceed-
ings against them. The
council will verify these
details with the parent state
council before permitting
medical practice.

Rao said detailed proce-
dures for the system are still
being finalised. The debate
has gained momentum
since National Medical
Commission examined a
proposal to allow Armed
Forces Medical Services
doctors, who are frequently
transferred, to practise
nationwide on the basis of a
single registration.
Supporters of the stance say
multiple state registrations
create unnecessary barriers
for doctors. RTI activist Dr
Babu V said Andhra
Pradesh's decision could
provide a template for
wider reform.



