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In historic fil‘St, Army duo clinch World Rowing Indian passport holders abroad
Cup gold for India in Switzerland's Lucerne

New Delhi, Agency:

Two Indian Army
sportspersons have won
India's first-ever gold

medal at the World Rowing
Cup 2026 being held at
Lucerne, Switzerland, top-
ping the men's Lightweight
Men's  Double  Sculls
(LM2x) category.

"Historic! India's First
Ever. Hav Lakshay and Hav
Ujjwal Kumar Singh won
India's first-ever World
Rowing Cup gold in LM2x
at Lucerne - 6:26.09. Proud
moment for the Indian
Army and the nation!" the
Indian Army said on
Sunday.

The duo, who have won
several international
medals in the past, were
trailed by Hong Kong and

the Netherlands. About 650

rowers from as many as 42
nations are competing
across various men's and
women's categories at the
championships in Lucerne.

The LM2x, according to
sports literature, is one of
the most highly contested
and dynamic boat classes at
the Lucerne regattas. The
rowers have strict weight
limits - where individual

scullers cannot weigh more
than 70 kg and the crew
average must be 70 kg or
less, which requires a care-
fully calibrated blend of
explosive power and elite
technical efficiency.

The championships are
being held on the legendary
Rotsee course in Lucerne,
often referred to by rowers
as "God's Lake" for its well
sheltered flat water surface
that provides an ideal and
fair racing environment.

The two sportspersons
belong to the Army Rowing
Node (ARN), Pune. It is
located at the College of
Military Engineering
(CME) in Pune and is
India's premier interna-
tional-standard  rowing
facility with a specific mis-

sion to train the Indian
Armed Forces' rowing
teams for international
competitive events, includ-
ing the Olympics.

Established in 2001 as
part of the Army's Mission
Olympics, ARN features a
man-made rowing channel
measuring 2,200 m long
and 135 m wide, making it
the only facility in India
capable of hosting interna-
tional competitions.

The facility can support
around 300 athletes and
features a boathouse, a
fully-equipped gymnasium,
and sports science facilities
and is staffed by a profes-
sional team comprising
coaches, physiotherapists,
nutritionists and sports
psychologists.

treated as citizens for using RTI

New Delhi, Agency:
Amid the ongoing debate on
whether passport is a conclu-
sive proof of citizenship or
just a travel document,
records of interministerial
deliberations in 2010 over
who can avail of Right to
Information Act, show that
MEA and MHA agreed that
holders of Indian passports
residing abroad can be treat-
ed as "citizens" for the pur-
pose of availing of the benefits of
information law. It differentiat-
ed the passport holders living
abroad from Persons of Indian
Origin (PIOs) and Overseas
Citizens of India (OCIs) saying
that the latter two categories
cannot take recourse to RTI. The
issue of citizenship on RTI appli-
cant was considered by govt as
representation was filed in the
govt by US-based NRIs who
wrote a letter to then PM

(i.e. NRIs) can seek information
under the RTI Act and OCIs are
not covered under this defini-
tion. As some of the Indian RTI
activists based in foreign coun-
tries faced problems in filing
applications, they approached

the Central Information
Commission which held meet-
ings with officials to streamline
the process.

"At the hearing, MEA said
that in MEA's view, the term 'cit-

Why are fuel prices
still high when glob-
al crude oil rates
have fallen: Kharge

New  Delhi, Agency:
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Saturday questioned
the Narendra Modi government
over petrol, diesel and LPG prices
despite a sharp fall in global crude
oil rates, alleging that consumers
were being denied relief even
after supply conditions had nor-
malised.In a post on X, Kharge
accused the BJP-led government
of continuing to burden house-
holds while international crude
prices had nearly halved from
their peak levels during the West
Asia conflict. The Congress chief
said when the conflict in West
Asia was at its peak and crude oil
prices had climbed to $138 per
barrel, petrol was priced at Rs
94.77 per litre and diesel at Rs
87.67 per litre. "Today, crude oil
prices have fallen to $70.71 per
barrel. Then why is the Modi gov-
ernment selling petrol at Rs
102.12 per litre and diesel at Rs
95.20 per litre?" Kharge asked.

He also targeted the govern-
ment over commercial LPG
prices, claiming that rates had
been sharply increased citing
disruptions caused by the con-
flict, but had not been rolled
back despite supply chains
returning to normal.

1.2 lakh waqf

Courts can examine the correctness of
answer keys, says Delhi high court

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi high court has asked
Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) to hear afresh
a plea by a UPSC exam aspirant who challenged the
correctness of answer keys to two questions.

Remitting the matter back to CAT for considera-
tion again, the HC noted that a candidate challenging
the correctness of an answer key is not the same as
seeking reevaluation of the answer sheet, making it
legally viable for courts to intervene if there was a blatant error.

"It is settled law that there is no absolute bar on a court examining such a
contention and that, if the suggested answers as per the suggested answer keys
are patently incorrect, the court can interfere,"
Shankar and O P Shukla noted, while hearing a plea by an aspirant who took the
Indian Forest Service examination conducted by UPSC.

a bench of Justices C Hari

Who is Muzafar Ahmed? Key accused in Red
Fort blast wﬁh an Al- Qaeda connection

New Delhi, Agency: The
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has named
Muzafar Ahmed, an abscond-
ing  paediatrician from
Jammu and Kashmir, as one
of the key conspirators behind
the deadly vehicle-borne
bomb blast near Delhi's Red
Fort in November 2025 that
killed 11 people.

In a supplementary
chargesheet filed before a
Delhi court, the NIA identi-
fied Muzafar Ahmed, also
known as Faraz and Zafar, as
a founding member of "AGuH
(Ansar  Ghazwat-ul-Hind)
Interim", an alleged offshoot
of the Al-Qaeda terror net-

work, news agency PTI
reported.
Who is Muzafar

Ahmed: According to the
NIA, Muzafar Ahmed is a
qualified paediatrician with

assets under

stages of verification

New Delhi, Agency: The
time for earning the legal waqf tag
for properties that existed before
the Waqf Amendment Act 2025
came into effect is running out
fast. The cut-off for making cor-
rections for properties whose
details are al- ready uploaded
ends on June 30. Further, all
those who have still not uploaded
information on their properties in
keeping with the six months'
extension granted to them by var-
ious tribunals face the risk of
missing the bus if they are unable
to comply on time as the law does
not provide for further extensions.

Amidst this race against time
and over one year since the
Umeed - the central waqgf portal -
was launched on June 6, around

5.87 lakh of the over 7.95 lakh
waqf properties whose details
have been uploaded so far have
been approved. As data on the
central waqf portal changes on
real-time basis, the number
reflects the status as of Saturday.

As many as 88,634 properties
figure in the category of "rejected
by checker or approver and pend-
ing with maker" on the portal.
According to ministry officials,
these include a substantial num-
ber of duplicates which will be
deleted, while the others have
been referred back to the makers
for reverification and correction.

A maker is the authorised per-
son who has uploaded the docu-
ments. "Re-verifications are being
done of all such cases that figure
in this category to ensure no gen-
uine case is left out, and any cor-
rection can be done if it is
required,” an official told Media.

According to the data, around
1.19 lakh properties are currently
at different stages of verification,
from submission to assessment
by the approver. State-wise data
show that out of 1.34 lakh prop-
erties uploaded from West
Bengal, around 1.15 lakh have
been approved.

What does NIA
allege... The NIA claims
Muzafar was among the
principal architects of the
consplracy, along with
deceased prime accused Dr
Umer Un Nabi, Muzammil,

y . Dr Adeel Ahmed Rather and

Mufti Irfan.
Investigators say
Muzafar attended a secret

meeting at Eidgah in Srinagar in June 2022, where AGuH
Interim was allegedly formed. The agency has described
him as one of the terror outfit's founding members. The
probe further alleges that Muzafar was actively involved

in the manufacture,

testing and storage of TATP

(Triacetone Triperoxide)-based improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) at a clandestine facility allegedly operated
by Umer and Muzammil at Al-Falah University in

MBBS and MD degrees. He is
also the elder brother of co-
accused Dr Adeel Ahmed
Rather.
agency alleges that despite his

The anti-terror

medical background, Muzafar
played a central role in estab-

lishing and running the terror

module responsible for the
Red Fort blast conspiracy.

Manmohan Singh to "recognise
the legitimate desire of Indian
living abroad to exercise their
franchise and to have a voice in
the governance of India".

The discussion among vari-
ous govt departments was con-
fined to the issue of definition of
citizen under the RTI Act. The
documents revealed that MEA
had recognised that attempts
had been made by some RTI
applicants to bring OCIs under
the definition "Indian citizen"
for purposes of filing applica-
tions under the RTT Act.

But MEA and MHA had
agreed that only Indian passport
holders living/ working abroad

izens' includes persons holding
Indian passports working/ living
abroad which means NRIs only.
The term does not include OCIs
and PIOs. As MHA is the nodal
ministry in respect of the subject
matters relating to citizenship,
OCIs and PIOs, it is imperative
to seek the views of MHA. DoPT
and MOIA expressed similar
views and suggested that the
matter may be referred to MHA.
On May 12 hearing, MEA had
separately conveyed to MHA
that the definition of 'citizen'
under RTI Act would also
include NRIs,
PIOs.
endorsed by MHA.

not OCIs and

MEA's views were

Due process followed in
engraving six martyrs' names
at war memorial: MoD

New Delhi, Agency:
"An established and well-
defined protocol governs
this process, and the
defence forces follow these
laid-down procedures with
due diligence, care and rev-
erence, commensurate with
the solemnity of the honour
being conferred. Any sug-
gestion that due process
was not followed is factual-
ly incorrect,” the Ministry
of Defence said.

The ministry stated that
the death of the soldiers
during Operation Sindoor
was acknowledged immedi-
ately after the operation. It
added that it was regret-
table that an avoidable and
unfounded controversy had
arisen around this issue.

It further said, "The
Indian defence forces
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remains steadfast in its
commitment to honouring
every soldier who has
offered supreme sacrifice in
the defence of the nation."
History "The six brave-
hearts of Operation Sindoor
are national heroes, whose
courage, devotion to duty
and sacrifice will continue
to inspire generations of
Indians. Their memory
shall always be honoured
with the dignity, gratitude
and reverence it deserves,"
the ministry added.

Al cyber threat: Centre asks states to tighten digital defences

New Delhi, Agency: Flagging
the growing use of artificial intelli-

gence by cybercriminals
faster and more

sophisticated
attacks, the Centre has directed all
ministries, states, union territories
and key financial regulators to
urgently strengthen their cybersecu-
rity framework and review vulnera-
bilities in their digital infrastruc-
ture. The Ministry of Electronics

and

to launch

Information
(MeitY) warned that advances in
artificial intelligence, including gen-
erative Al, large language models
(LLMs), autonomous agents and Al-
driven automation tools, have sig-
nificantly altered the global cyberse-
curity landscape, enabling threat
actors to identify weaknesses and
execute cyberattacks at an unprece-
dented scale and speed. The adviso-

Technology

In),

ry, accompanied by a comprehen-
sive cybersecurity blueprint pre-
pared by the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team (CERT-
has
Secretaries of all Central ministries
and departments, Chief Secretaries
of states and union territories,
besides regulators,
RBI, SEBI, NABARD, IRDAI and the
Central Electricity Authority.

been circulated to

including the

Delhi ACB arrests top ex-health official Dr
Vatsala Aggarwal in multi-crore health 'scam’

New Delhi, Agency:

The Delhi government's
Anti-Corruption  Branch
has arrested  former

Director-General of Health
Services (DGHS) in connec-
tion with an alleged multi-
crore procurement scam
involving medicines, surgi-
cal items and medical
equipment, officials said.
The arrest of Dr Vatsala
Aggarwal on Saturday
comes days after the Anti-
Corruption Branch (ACB)
apprehended Dr Vijay
Kumar Ranga in the same
case. Ranga was later
remanded to four-days

L ol

police custody by a Delhi
court. According to the
ACB, the case pertains to
alleged large-scale financial
irregularities in procure-
ments worth several hun-
dred crores of rupees by the
Central Procurement
Agency (CPA), functioning
under the DGHS. The probe

was initiated after the
Directorate of Vigilance
flagged suspicious transac-
tions and possible proce-
dural violations.

Investigators  alleged
that  procurement  of
portable X-ray machines,
bed sheets and linen, C-arm
radiological equipment,
anaesthesia workstations,
oral rehydration solution
(ORS), surgical consum-
ables and medicines were
made at highly inflated
rates through manipulated
tender processes.

The ACB alleged that tai-
lor-made  specifications
- .

were framed to favour
selected suppliers, exclud-
ing genuine bidders from
the process, resulting in the
misuse of public funds run-
ning into hundreds of
crores. Based on the com-
plaint, the agency regis-
tered a case on June 2
under relevant provisions
of the Prevention of
Corruption Act and crimi-
nal conspiracy sections of
the  Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita. Officials said pro-
curement records, tender
files and related documents
were being scrutinised as
part of the investigation.



