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Rajnath, Australian defence minister underscoremar- | From split to stitch-up? Shiva
itime freedom, supply chain security in Delhi talks

New Delhi,
Agency: India and
Australia on Monday
underscored the impor-
tance of "freedom of
navigation, overflight
and unimpeded mar- |
itime trade" amid dis-
ruptions in energy sup-
ply chains following the
West Asia crisis, and
also advocated for a
"free, open, peaceful, stable
and prosperous Indo-
Pacific" at a time China is
increasing its assertiveness
in the region.

During the second India-
Australia Defence Ministers'
Dialogue held here, defence
minister Rajnath Singh and
Australian deputy PM and

defence minister Richard
Marles "discussed advance-
ments in bilateral maritime
security cooperation and
efforts to finalise the joint
maritime security collabora-
tion roadmap, and agreed to
progress the collaborative
maritime domain aware-
ness activities by maritime

patrol aircraft and
explore opportuni-
ties to enhance
undersea domain
awareness,”" a joint
statement read.
Welcoming the "sig-
nificant progress in
bilateral relation-
ship", the ministers
advanced the long-
term vision of PM
Narendra Modi and his
Australian counterpart
Anthony Albanese for col-
laboration between the two
countries to enhance collec-
tive strength, contribute to
both countries' security, and
make an important contri-
bution to regional peace and
security.

New Delhi, Agency: Starting next April, all car
manufacturers will be required to perform fuel-effi-
ciency and mileage tests for new vehicle models under F ! 1
two conditions: with the air-conditioning system | 7
turned on and with it turned off, according to a notifi-
cation issued by the road transport ministry on
Sunday. For existing models, manufacturers may be granted a few additional
months to comply with the new testing requirements, Media has learnt.

The move is aimed at providing customers with more realistic and accurate
mileage figures, which will improve transparency, helping buyers make better-
informed purchasing decisions. The testing norms will apply to both internal
combustion engine (ICE) vehicles and electric vehicles (EVs). At present, car
manufacturers in India declare fuel-efficiency figures based on tests conducted

with the AC system switched off.

work on finalising joint maritime security collaboration Roadmap

"Ministers encouraged
further cooperation
between the Indian Coast
Guard and Australia's
Maritime Border Command
and reaffirmed the impor-
tance of enhancing coopera-
tion with regional partners
to help maintain a free,
open, peaceful, stable and
prosperous Indo-Pacific,"
the statement read.

India and Australia also
underscored the importance
of freedom of navigation
and overflight, and their
strong support for unim-
peded trade in the region
and other lawful uses of the
sea consistent with interna-
tional law, particularly the
1982 UNCLOS.

'AC-on, AC-off' mileage tests manda-
tory for new cars from next April
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Sena factions hint at reunion
amid BJP's dominance

New Delhi, Agency:
Four years after a dramat-
ic split turned the Shiv
Sena into two rival camps
locked in a bitter political
battle, leaders from both
sides now appear to be
finding common ground
on one issue: the BJP.

i

Interestingly, the very
factor that contributed to the
Sena's split, its relationship with
the BJP, is now emerging as a
reason for calls to reunite.
Senior leaders from the factions
led by Uddhav Thackeray and
deputy chief minister Eknath
Shinde have suggested that the
bigger challenge facing them is
no longer each other, but the
BJP's growing dominance in
Maharashtra politics.

At least two senior leaders
from both the rival Shiv Sena
factions have publicly backed
the idea of a reunion between
the camps led by Shinde and
Thackeray, arguing that the BJP
poses an existential threat to
both parties, as per news agency
PTI. The remarks came from
Sena (UBT) leader Ambadas
Danve and senior Shiv Sena
leader Abdul Sattar, who sug-
gested that the time may be right
for the estranged factions to
come together nearly four years
after the party's split.

Responding to a question on
whether the two factions
should reunite, Danve said, "I
feel so on several occasions.
But there is no point in my
alone wanting it." Sattar
echoed the sentiment, saying,

"This is the time to unite."

Danve argued that the BJP is
systematically weakening its
regional allies, including both
the Shiv Sena and the NCP. "A
big fish swallows small fish. The
BJP is doing the same with the
NCP and Shiv Sena," he said,
according to PTI. He further
claimed that the BJP views the
Shiv Sena as an enemy rather
than merely a political rival.

"The BJP's target is to finish
off the Shiv Sena because it con-
siders the party as an enemy, not
just an opponent,” Danve said,
adding that those who broke
away from the undivided Sena
should now be realising this.

The Sena (UBT) leader also
contended that the BJP is work-
ing to politically weaken the
Shinde-led Shiv Sena as well.

Sattar, meanwhile, remarked
that there was little point in
seeking unity if "our elder broth-
er is finishing us off," referring
to the BJP, which is currently
allied with the Shinde-led Shiv
Sena in both Maharashtra and at
the Centre.

When asked directly whether
the two Shiv Sena factions
should come together, Sattar
answered in the affirmative.

New Delhi, Agency: Alarmed

by the possibility of patients con-
tracting HIV and viral hepatitis
through unsafe medical proce-
dures, the National Medical
Commission (NMC) has directed
medical colleges across the coun-
try to tighten injection safety
practices, warning that such
infections are entirely preventa-
ble but can occur when basic safe-
guards are ignored.

In a nationwide advisory, the
medical education regulator said
unsafe injection practices can
lead to outbreaks of blood-borne
infections, including HIV,
Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C, and
asked institutions to ensure strict
compliance with infection pre-
vention and control norms.

The Commission has ordered
all medical colleges to use only
sterile, single-use needles and
syringes and strictly prohibit
their reuse under any circum-
stances. It has also directed hos-
pitals to strengthen hand hygiene
practices and ensure proper seg-
regation and disposal of injec-
tion-related waste.

'Saw potential in a young worker': DK Shivakumar thanks
Gandhi family ahead of Karnataka CM swearing-in

New Delhi, Agency:
Karnataka chief minister-
designate DK Shivakumar on
Tuesday expressed gratitude
to the Gandhi family for play-
ing a defining role in his
political journey and vowed
to continue working with sin-
cerity and commitment to
build a progressive, inclusive
and prosperous state.In a
post on X, Shivakumar
wrote,"The Gandhi family
has played a defining role in
my political journey, not
merely through leadership,
but through the faith they
placed in me at different
stages of my life."His remarks
come as he is set to take oath
as Karnataka's next chief
minister tomorrow after the
resignation of Siddaramaiah
on May 28.

Reflecting on former
Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi's role in his early
political career, Shivakumar

said he often thinks about
how Rajiv Gandhi recognised
his potential when he was still
a young party worker.

"I often reflect on Shri
Rajiv Gandhi avaru, who saw
potential in a young worker
even before I could see it in
myself. His encouragement
gave me the confidence to
dream bigger and dedicate
myself to public service. The
greatest leaders are those
who identify possibilities in
others and inspire them to
rise beyond their own expec-
tations. Rajiv Gandhi did
exactly that for me," he wrote.
The Karnataka Congress
leader also credited former
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi for standing by him
during difficult phases of his
political journey and said she
taught him an important les-
son about leadership."Smt.
Sonia Gandhi avaru taught
me another important lesson

in leadership. True leaders do
not stand by you only during
moments of success; they
stand beside you during your
most difficult times, offering
strength, encouragement and
unwavering support. Her
faith in me during challeng-
ing phases of my journey is
something I will always cher-
ish," Shivakumar
said.Praising Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, Shivakumar
described him as a constant
source of inspiration and
guidance who has motivated
leaders through his commit-
ment to democratic values
and inclusive politics."Shri
Rahul Gandhi avaru has been
a constant source of guidance
and inspiration. His willing-
ness to listen, his conviction
in democratic values, and his
vision for a more inclusive
and compassionate India
continue to motivate leaders
like me.

Govt will continue to reclaim
leased land for public use: Minister
on Gymkhana Club row

New Delhi, Agency:
Days after the Centre initi-
ated steps to take back the
land occupied by the Delhi
Gymkhana Club, Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Manohar Lal on
Monday made his first pub-
lic remarks on the issue
since the ministry's Land
and Development Office
(L&DO) directed the club
on May 22 to vacate its
premises by June 5.

The minister indicated
that similar action could be
taken elsewhere whenever
the government land was
required for public purpos-
es. Speaking at a press brief-
ing on the BRICS
Urbanisation Forum to be
hosted in Delhi on June 11
and 12, he said, "Land is a
basic feature of urban devel-
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opment...In most cases, it
has been given on lease.

The leased land can be
vacated upon expiry of the
lease or even before that for
any other use." "The land
we are taking back today
will be put to use as per the
requirements, and this
work will carry on...There
is no other source of land,
so we will have to use this
land for development
needs," he added.

India, US close to sealing first tranche Indian women using internet doubled to 64% in 4 years
of trade pact: Piyush Goyal
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New Delhi, Agency: India
and the United States appear to
be in the final stages of conclud-
ing the first tranche of a long-
awaited bilateral trade agree-
ment, with Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
on Monday expressing confi-
dence that it would be signed "as
soon as possible".

A high-level US trade delega-
tion, led by Assistant US Trade
Representative Brendan Lynch,
has arrived in India for four days
of negotiations aimed at finalis-
ing the proposed agreement,
underscoring the momentum in
economic engagement between
the two countries. "As far as the
US team is concerned, some
members have already arrived,

while others are arriving tonight.
Our meetings are scheduled for
June 2, 3 and 4," Goyal said.
Referring to the framework for
the proposed trade pact
announced by the leaders of the
two countries on February 7 this
year, the minister said most
issues had already been resolved.
"The leaders of both nations
had already announced the

agreement  framework on
February 7. All the major points
have been settled. US

Ambassador to India Sergio Gor
recently stated that 99 per cent of
the details have been finalised,"
Goyal said.

"I am fully confident that we
will conclude the first tranche of
the bilateral trade agreement
with the US as soon as possible.
We will sign it and then proceed
to initiate further discussions on
how to formulate an even more
comprehensive bilateral trade
agreement moving forward," he
added. Meanwhile, a spokesper-
son for the US Embassy said the
delegation, led by Lynch, would
remain in India from June 1 to 4
to continue discussions aimed at
finalising a US-India trade agree-
ment. The spokesperson added

New Delhi, Agency:
NFHS-5 (2019-21) and

(2023-24),

46.4%.
Between
NFHS-6

the share of Indian
women who have ever used the inter-
net almost doubled from 33.3% to
» 64.3%, preschool attendance among

children aged two to four years rose

from 40.1% to 47% and proportion of
; women with 10 or more years of
schooling climbed from 41% to

The latest National Family Health
Survey suggests India is witnessing a

shape

quiet but significant transformation
in both education and digital access
for girls and women. Yet beneath
national gains, the survey reveals
sharp inequalities that continue to
educational
across the country, with female
school attendance among those aged

opportunities

6 and above standing at 84.3% in

urban India compared to 69.2% in
rural areas.

No endless digital stigma: HC upholds right to be forgotten

New Delhi, Agency:
Recognising an individual's
"right to be forgotten", the
Delhi High Court has ruled
that search engines like
Google cannot be perpetu-
ally permitted to show judi-
cial records in name-based
search for a case which is
private in nature or has
ended in an acquittal, dis-
charge, quashing or settle-
ment.

Giving relief to a group
of petitioners, the court
ordered authorities, search
engine operators and legal
database platforms to de-
index and disable their
"name-based search func-
tionality" in respect of judg-
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ments, orders and news
articles cited by the peti-
tioners.

The court, however, held
that de-indexing is not
appropriate in certain cases
involving conviction for
offences against women or
children or for offences
involving breach of public
trust, offences by public
servants, elected represen-

tatives, etc.

De-indexing refers to
the removal of a specific
web page or website from a
search engine's database.

Justice Sachin Datta
said while transparency is
integral to judicial inde-
pendence and accountabil-

ity, the continued associa-
tion of an individual's name
with a judicial record online
causes disproportionate
harm to their informational
privacy, dignity and reputa-
tion, which is not justified
by any legitimate public
interest. The judge said the
"right to be forgotten" -
which is a "broader mani-
festation of the right to pri-

vacy" under Article 21 of the
Constitution - protects indi-
viduals from "perpetual
exposure" to irrelevant past
events, and no legitimate
aim is served by "unlimited
and unrestricted name-
based searchability" of judi-
cial records related to pro-
ceedings that have been
resolved. The court passed
the verdict on a batch of
over 30 petitions by indi-
viduals who invoked their
"right to be forgotten" to
de-index judicial records
from name-based search
results and to mask their
personal identifiers from
publicly accessible digital
versions of those records.



