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Tamil Nadu CM Faces Row After Appointing His
Film Producer as Special Representative in Delhi

Chennai, Agency: Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Vijay has
come under political fire after
appointing the producer of his
upcoming film Jananayagan,
K. Venkat Narayana, as the
Tamil Nadu Government's
Special Representative in New
Delhi. The appointment has
drawn criticism from the BJP,
CPI, CPM and several other
political parties.

CPI Urges CM to
Reconsider Appointment:
The Communist Party of India
(CPI) has urged the Chief
Minister to reconsider the
appointment. In a statement
issued on Sunday, CPI Tamil
Nadu State Secretary M.
Veerapandian said reports sug-
gested that Bengaluru-based
businessman K.  Venkat
Narayana, who is said to have
political influence in
Karnataka, had been appointed

as the state's  Special
Representative in Delhi. He
said the appointment had
sparked widespread debate
and criticism across Tamil
Nadu. "The people will not
accept a person as Tamil
Nadu's Special Representative
in Delhi who lacks an under-
standing of the state's political,
economic and social landscape,
as well as its art, literature and
culture," Veerapandian said.
He urged the Chief Minister to

review the decision and
appoint a more suitable repre-
sentative. On Friday, the Tamil
Nadu Government officially
announced Venkat Narayana's
appointment.

The government order stat-
ed that K. Venkat Narayana had
been appointed as the Tamil
Nadu Government's Special
Representative in Delhi for a
period of one year from the date
he assumes office. The detailed
terms and conditions of his
appointment would be issued
separately.

The decision has been criti-
cised by DMK MP A. Raja,
Tamil Nadu BJP president
Nainar Nagendran, and Naam
Tamilar Katchileader Seeman.

A chartered accountant and
lawgraduate, Venkat Narayana
is the founder of Bengaluru-
based KVN Productions and
the producer of Chief Minister

Vijay's film Jananayagan,
which is yet to be released due
to certification-related issues.

BJP Questions
Appointment: Tamil Nadu
BJP president Nainar

Nagendran expressed surprise
over the appointment, alleging
that the government had cho-
sen a person who was not even
proficient in the Tamil lan-
guage to represent the state.

In a post on X, he ques-
tioned how someone with no
substantial connection to
Tamil Nadu could effectively
serve as a bridge between the
State Government and the
Centre. "How can a person
who is unfamiliar with Tamil
language and Tamil culture
effectively represent the aspi-
rations of the people of Tamil
Nadu and the voice of the
State Government in Delhi?"
he asked.

Major Road Accidentin Jammu &
Kashmir; CISF Bus Crashes, Nine Injured
Includlng Elght Personnel

Jammu, Agency: A bus carry-
ing personnel of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF) met
with an accident in Jammu and
Kashmir's Reasi district on Sunday,
leaving eight CISF personnel and the
driver injured. Police have launched
aninvestigation into the incident.

According to officials, the acci-
dentoccurred near the Tarakote area
of Reasi district on Sunday after-

while four others sustained injuries.

Major Causes of Road
Accidents: According to police,
poor road conditions in hilly regions,
overloading, overspeeding, danger-
ous overtaking and negligent driving
remain the primary causes of road
accidents. Such mishaps are fre-
quently reported from the hilly dis-
tricts of Doda, Kishtwar, Rajouri,
Poonch, Ramban, Udhampur and

Man Dies in Car Blast

After Allegedly Abducting

Former Girlfriend
Woman Escapes by Jumping Qut

Tumakuru, Agency: In a shock-
ingincidentin Karnataka's Tumakuru
district, a man allegedly abducted his
former girlfriend and attempted to kill
both of them by detonating an explo-
siveinside a car. The woman managed
to escape by jumping out of the mov-
ing vehicle moments before the blast,
while the accused died on the spot in
the explosion.

According to police, the two had
beenin arelationship for several years
but had recently parted ways follow-
ing personal differences. Upset over
the breakup, the man allegedly
abducted the woman, forced herinto a
carand drove towardsasecluded area.

Investigators said the accused had
allegedly planted country-made
bombs inside the vehicle with the
intention of carrying out a murder-
suicide. However, before the explo-
sion occurred, the woman managed to
flee from the car and survived. Police
rushed to the spot after receiving
information about the incident and
have launched an investigation. The
incident took place on Saturday on
National Highway-48 near
Kallambella in Tumakuru district.

Police said the deceased has been
identified as Nagendra (30), a resi-
dent of Ankola in Uttara Kannada dis-
trict. Preliminary investigations
revealed that Nagendra and Ramya
had been in a relationship for nearly
sixyears.

tion for the upcoming elections.

Hyderabad, Agency: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
national president Nitin Naveen expressed confidence that the
party will form the government in Telangana, saying the day
when the "Lotus blooms" in the state isnot far away. Addressing
the inauguration of the BJP's Rangareddy Rural District office
at Shamshabad in Hyderabad, he urged party workers to
strengthen the organisation down to the booth level in prepara-

Nitin Naveen said the BJP had achieved success in West
Bengal through sustained struggle and organisational strength
and would adopt the same model in Telangana to capture power. Accusing the Congress
government of corruption and misgovernance, he called upon BJP workers to work with
full dedication to establish a "double-engine government" in the state.

Lotus Will Bloom in Telangana Soon

BJP Aims for ‘Double-Engine Government’
Says Party President Nitin Naveen

another

noon. The buswas transporting CISF
personnel when the driver reported-
ly lost control of the vehicle, causing
ittoskid offthe road and crash.
Treatment Underway: Three
injured CISF personnel have been
referred to Narayana Hospital for
advanced treatment,
remaininginjured personnel and the
driver are undergoing treatment at a
local hospital. Police officials said an
investigation has been initiated to
ascertain the exact cause of the acci-
dent. A day earlier, on Saturday,
tragic
occurred in Doda district of Jammu
and Kashmir,
plunged into a deep gorge near Basti
village in Bhaderwah. Two people—
60-year-old Zaitoon Bibi and 65-
year-old Imam Din—lost their lives,

while the

road accident

where a vehicle

Reasi. The Traffic Department has
deployed special teams in these
areas to strengthen road safety.
Regular action is being taken against
traffic rule violators. Petrol pump
operators have also been instructed
not to supply fuel to two-wheeler rid-
ers without helmets.

Awareness Campaigns: The
Transport Department
conducts awareness campaigns on
traffic rules and the penalties for vio-
lations. Under existing provisions, if
a minor is found driving a vehicle,
legal action, including fines, punish-
ment and cancellation of the vehi-
cle's registration,
against
licences of motorists found guilty of
serious traffic violations may also be
cancelled.

regularly

can be taken

the guardian. Driving

Mumbai, Agency: The
monsoon made a dramatic entry
into Maharashtra's capital,
Mumbai, throwing normal life
out of gear. Heavy rainfall sub-
merged several parts of the city,
while roads resembled ponds fol-
lowing overnight showers.
Waterlogging severely affected
traffic movement, causing major
inconvenience to commuters
across the city.

Following the heavy rainfall,
the Andheri subway was com-
pletely  inundated, forcing
authorities to shut it for vehicu-
lar movement as a safety meas-
ure. The Andheri subway is a cru-
cial underpass connecting
Mumbai's eastern and western
suburbs and is used daily by
thousands of vehicles and com-
muters. Waterlogging at the sub-
way has remained a recurring
problem during every monsoon.

Worst-Hit Areas: The
overnight downpour had the

Kerala Opposition Leader Seeks
Supreme Court-Monitored Probe into
Ayodhya Ram Temple Donation Row

Thiruvananthapuram,
Agency: The controversy over
alleged financial irregularities in
donations offered at the Ayodhya Ram
Temple has assumed national political
significance, with Kerala Opposition
leader and senior CPI(M) leader
Pinarayi Vijayan demanding a high-
level probe under the direct supervi-
sion of the Supreme Court.

In a statement posted on
Facebook, Vijayan described the alle-
gations as extremely serious, saying
they involved the faith and religious
sentiments of millions of devotees.

He said the public had every right
to know how the donations collected
for the construction and management
ofthe temple had been utilised.

Alleging that people's faith had
been exploited for political gain,
Vijayan claimed financial irregulari-
ties were committed under its cover.
He also sought an explanation from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi over
the matter. It may be noted that the
Uttar Pradesh government has consti-
tuted a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to investigate the case, and eight
people have been arrested so far.
Opposition parties have been consis-
tently demanding an impartial and
transparent inquiry. In his Facebook

post, Vijayan described reports of
financial irregularities as "extremely
serious" and said they raised disturb-
ing questions about the misuse of peo-
ple's faith and religious sentiments.

He alleged that those who used
publicfaith for political advantage had
also carried out organised financial
fraud under its cover.

Vijayan claimed that the trustees
ofthe Ayodhya Ram Temple Trust had
close links with organisations affiliat-
ed with the Sangh Parivar and said
they were duty-bound to explain how
the money donated by lakhs of devo-
tees had been utilised. "The public has
the right to know where the donations
went," he asserted.

The CPI(M) leader also demanded
a response from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, noting that he had
played a key role during the consecra-
tion ceremony of the Ram Temple.

Vijayan further said that the trust,
constituted through an official parlia-
mentary notification issued by the
Central Government, was now facing
serious questions, making accounta-
bility and transparency essential.

According to Vijayan, the contro-
versy surrounding the temple funds
reflected the "true character" of Sangh
Parivar politics.

.

Mumbai Submerged as Monsoon Batters
City; Andheri Subway Closed, Traffic Hit

Rain Exposes Civic Claims... Before the onset of the
monsoon, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) had
claimed to have taken extensive measures to prevent waterlog-
ging, includinglarge-scale desilting of drains across the city.
However, the overnight rain exposed the shortcomings of the civic
body's preparedness, with many areas witnessing severe flooding
despite the pre-monsoon measures.

maximum impact on the western
suburbs,
Bandra, Khar, Malad, Goregaon,
Juhu and Versova. Several roads
were submerged, creating diffi-
culties for motorists as well as

including Andheri,

pedestrians.
Western Express Highway also
moved at a snail's pace due to
waterlogging, with long traffic
jams
stretches.

Traffic on the

reported from several

Row Over Urdu Teach-
inginTelangana

Hyderabad, Agency:
The controversy over the teach-
ing of Urdu in a school in
Telangana has intensified, with
Congress national spokesper-
son Dr. Shama Mohamed
demanding  strict  action
against BJP leaders accused of
assaulting a school principal in
Nizamabad district.

Sharing a video on social
media platform X on Sunday,
Dr. Mohamed alleged that a
group of BJP workers entered
the school premises and
assaulted a teacher teaching
Urdu in the presence of police
personnel. Tagging Telangana
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, she demanded the sus-
pension of the police personnel
concerned and strict action
against those responsible.

Serious Allegations Against
BJP In her post, Dr. Mohamed
said the BJP now appeared to

have a problem even with the
Urdu language. She also ques-

tioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's slogan of
"Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas."
The incident reportedly took
place on Saturday at Bharath
Chandra School in Armur town
of Nizamabad district.
According to allegations, some
local BJP leaders entered the
school campus and assaulted
principal Aamer Khan. They
objected to Urdu being taught as
a second language in the school
and further alleged that stu-
dents were being taught Urdu
songs and religious material.

Muharram Capsule Distribution Case: Accused Faiaz Sent to Police Custody

Mumbai, Agency: A Mumbai court
has remanded Faiaz Nisar Premji, a resi-
dent of Pune, to police custody till
Monday in connection with the alleged
distribution of poisonous capsules among
mourners during a Muharram procession

in Mumbai.

Faiaz, a resident of the Viman Nagar
area in Pune, was arrested on Saturday by
Mumbai Police for allegedly distributing
capsules containing zinc phosphide, a
highly toxic rat poison, as "painkillers"

Byculla area.

Investigation:

during the Muharram procession in the

Highly Educated Accused Under
Mumbai
Commissioner of Police (DCP) Jayant
Meena told ETV Bharat that the 39-year-
old accused is highly educated and holds a
professional degree.

He said police have registered a case
against him under relevant provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) relat-
ing to attempt to murder and other

offences. According to the DCP, investi-

gations have revealed that Faiaz travelled

Deputy

to Iran and Iraq several times between
2019 and 2025. Police said records indi-
cate that Faiaz visited Iran three times
within just 19 days last year. Investigators
are now examining the reasons behind his

frequent visits to Iran, whether he had

any links with any international terrorist
organisation, and the purpose of his stay
at a guest house in Mumbai's Dongri area
over the past 15 days.

Amid Sonam Wangchuk's Fast, Deepke Expands
Protest Agenda to Electoral Reforms

New Delhi, Agency:
Social activist Sonam
Wangchuk on Sunday began a
hunger strike at Jantar Mantar
insupport of the protest organ-
ised by the Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP), which is demand-
ing the resignation of Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan over
alleged irregularities in exami-
nations. Meanwhile, CJP
founder Abhijeet Deepke
announced that the movement
would no longer remain con-
fined to issues related to educa-
tion and the NEET controversy
but would also focus on elec-
toral reforms and accountabili-

tyin the election system.

Movement Will Go
Beyond NEET: Deepke said
the campaign would not be lim-
ited to education and NEET-
related issues alone. It would
also raise concerns about
reforms in the electoral system

and greater accountability in
the election process.

"Many people believe this is
only about NEET and educa-
tion. I want to make it clear that
this is just the beginning. We
will also take up election-relat-
ed issues, including the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. Through this
movement, we will raise several
other public concerns as well,"
hesaid.

Focus on Electoral
Reforms: Deepke said that
irrespective of whether his
party contests elections or not,
it would continue working for
reforms in the electoral system.

&
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"At present, if names are
removed from voter lists in this
manner, there may not even be
any need for Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs)," he
remarked, while alleging short-
comings in the existing elec-
toral process. Speaking before
beginning his fast, Sonam
Wangchuk said education had
always been a cause close to his
heart and that peaceful protest
was essential for bringing
about systemic reforms.

Before launching the
hunger strike, Wangchuk and
Abhijeet  Deepke  visited
Rajghat to pay tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi.



