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Speculation mounts over TMC's
MPs, its heft in INDIA bloc

New Delhi, Agency:
As TMC faces its biggest cri-
sis in West Bengal, there is
growing speculation over
the future of its contingent
of MPs in Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha, the impact
developments in Bengal
will have on the heft of the
second largest opposition
party within INDIA bloc
and its overall ramifications
on Opposition's capacity to
take on the govt, especially
as the Mamata Banerjee-led
party has been a most vocif-
erous critic of BJP-led NDA
govt at Centre.How the split
within TMC in West Bengal
following its defeat in state
polls plays out at national
level will be keenly watched
in the coming days.

abuzz with talk of
whether the former
. CM will be able to
keep all her MPs
together and not end
up witnessing what
has transpired in
West Bengal. Most
senior MPs Media

Significantly, INDIA bloc is
scheduled to meet after a
long gap on June 8.
According to party sources,
Mamata Banerjee and
Abhishek Banerjee plan to
attend the meeting for now
and rally support from the
Opposition camp amid the
latest developments.

On a day TMC split for
the first time in its 28-year
history, Delhi circles were

reached out to either
chose not to respond
or were tight-lipped about
the situation. A senior
leader, however, empha-
sised that it was crucial at
this stage for party MPs to
stand united in Parliament
and outside. The TMC has
28 MPs in Lok Sabha and 13
in Rajya Sabha.

While refusing to make
any comment on whether
party members see the

rebellion in state to be a
reflection on TMC leader-
ship, a senior leader chose
to train his guns at BJP for
going after opposition par-
ties through "Operation
Lotus", a term used by its
political opponents to
describe the saffron party's
alleged strategy to engineer
defections.

According to sources,
given the fast evolving situ-
ation, TMC chairperson,
party general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee and
other senior leaders were
huddled in a long meeting
"to decide on the next
course of action", with the
need to keep the flock
together in Parliament
being a key concern.

NIA raids ex-TMC MLA's house in
Bengal pre-poll bomb blast probe’

New Delhi, Agency:
The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Thursday con-
ducted searches and ques-
tioning at the residence of

former Trinamool
Congress MLA Saokat
Molla in the South

Bamunia area of Bhangar

e

Lcﬁu_l.

as part of its probe into a
bomb blast that took place
shortly before the West Bengal
assembly elections and claimed
one life.

The investigation was trans-
ferred to the NIA following
demands for a central inquiry
into the explosion. Since assum-
ing charge of the case, the
agency has arrested several peo-
ple, including TMC leader
Wahidul Islam.

Officials from a special NIA
team arrived at Molla's resi-

West Bengal. The case pertains
to the recovery of 79 crude
bombs and other incriminating
materials by Kolkata police,
which were being stored at a
spot on April 25, thereby endan-
gering human life and property.
The NIA registered the case on
April 26," NIA said on Monday.

The original case, registered
as FIR No. 62/2026 on April 25
at Uttar Kashipur Police Station
under the Bhangar division,
invoked provisions of the

IRCTC flags 9 crore
user accounts, expands
Al monitoring across

railway kitchens

New Delhi, Agency:
Stepping up efforts to address the
problem of passengers struggling
to book confirmed tickets, IRCTC
has deactivated more than three
crore suspicious user IDs and also
placed another six crore under
verification of authenticity to pre-
vent misuse.

The railways' catering and
ticketing arm has also expanded
its Al-based kitchen monitoring
system across its network to deal
with complaints about food
hygiene and quality. Officials said
more than 800 kitchens are now
being monitored through 2,394
Al-enabled cameras that detect
nine types of issues that are pri-
marily responsible for unhygienic
food in trains.

These include head cap com-
pliance, transparent gloves detec-
tion, mopping, wiping, rodents,
flies and cockroaches.

On the crackdown on suspi-
cious users booking tickets, offi-
cials said 501 complaints have
been lodged on the National
Cyber Crime Portal pertaining to
4.18 lakh suspicious PNRs. It has
also taken action against fraudu-
lent digital identities by blocking
13,343 suspicious email domains
during the year.

Flex-fuel vehicles practical solution to reduce
crude imports: Hardeep Singh Puri

New Delhi, Agency: Petroleum minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Wednesday said flex-fuel vehicles offer
India a practical way to reduce crude oil imports. He said
if even 1% of annual petrol vehicle sales shift to the tech-
nology, it would generate demand for four crore litres of
ethanol and save Rs 195 crore in foreign exchange each
year. Puri also said this would lead to a reduction of
approximately 0.3 lakh metric tonnes in crude oil
imports and net reduction of nearly 0.9 lakh metric
tonnes of CO2 emissions. "Around Rs 160 crore would flow directly to our farm-
ers instead of going out of the country for oil imports," Puri said, adding that the
impact would be significant as flex-fuel technology scales across India's two-
wheeler ecosystem. Transport minister Nitin Gadkari said India, as the world's
largest two-wheeler market, is well-positioned to lead the transition towards

flex-fuel mobility and it would reduce emissions by 77%.

dence to gather information and
examine possible links to the
During the operation,
Molla's wife and daughter were
seen entering the premises.
Separately, the NIA had on
April 27 taken over an investiga-
tion into the recovery of crude
bombs in West Bengal after
examining the matter from a

case.

8 years on, proposal for IAS-like med-
ical cadre stlll awaltlng states' views

New Delhi, Agency:
More than seven years after
the Centre informed

Parliament that it was con-
sulting states on the creation
of an All India Medical
Service, a proposed national
cadre of doctors on the lines
of the IAS and IPS, the plan
remains under consideration
with the Union health min-
istry still awaiting responses
from states and Union
Territories. The proposed
service is aimed at creating a
dedicated cadre of medical
professionals who could serve
both the Centre and states,
similar to officers of the
Indian Administrative
Service and Indian Police
Service.

In a reply to an RTI appli-
cation dated May 26, 2026,
the ministry said the propos-
al for creation of an All India
Medical Service is under con-

sideration and that views of
the remaining states and
Union Territories have been
sought before the matter is
taken up with the
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT).

The proposal has been
pending for years. In a Lok
Sabha reply in December
2018, the health ministry had
said that a committee consti-
tuted for the cadre review of
the Central Health Service
had examined the need for
creation of an All India

Medical Service and recom-
mended seeking states' views
before finalising the propos-
al. At the time, Goa,
Mizoram, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands supported
the proposal, while Kerala
and Sikkim opposed it.
Andhra Pradesh sought a
more comprehensive frame-
work to address manpower
needs in the health sector.

The latest RTI response
suggests that despite years of
deliberations, consultations
with states are still continu-
ing and a final decision on the
proposed cadre is yet to be
taken. Supporters of the pro-
posal argue that a national
medical cadre could help
strengthen public health
administration, improve
deployment of specialists and
create a leadership pipeline
for the healthcare sector.

possible terror angle. The
agency registered a fresh FIR,
numbered RC-

25/2026/NIA/DLI, after receiv-
ing directions from the Ministry
of Home Affairs.

"In pursuance of the MHA
order, the NIA has taken over
and registered a case related to
the recovery of crude bombs in

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,
and the Explosive Substances
Act, 1908. The complaint was
filed after police received infor-
mation about the storage of
crude bombs and materials
allegedly intended for their
manufacture. Acting on the tip-
off, police recovered 79 round-
shaped objects suspected to be
crude bombs,
ropes, along with other materi-
als considered incriminating.
Investigators said the explosives
had been hidden inside an aban-
doned house near a burial
ground in Majherhat's Poilepara
locality under Uttar Kashipur
police station

Parganas district.

tied with jute

in South 24

Cabinet backs ordinance to ease tax rules
for foreign investors in some securities

New Delhi, Agency:
The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday recommended
an ordinance to ease tax
rules for foreign investors in
some categories of securi-
ties. The details of the pro-
posal moved by the finance
ministry were not immedi-
ately available. However, it
is being seen as an effort to
help strengthen the rupee,
which has weakened 6%
against the US dollar as for-
eign portfolio investors have
pulled out a record Rs 2.6
lakh crore from equities
since Jan. The move is likely
part of a coordinated action
with Reserve Bank of India,
which is expected to
announce measures on
Friday following the mone-
tary policy committee meet-
ing that began on
Wednesday. Govt has been
seeking to address concerns
of various sectors, through

measures such as a govt-
guaranteed credit line for
businesses and a package for

exporters, apart from
adjustments in duties,
including fuel, to insulate
the economy from the
impact of the West Asia war.
But the slide of the rupee
and the constant FPI with-
drawal from the market has
been an area of concern. In
the run-up to the Union
budget, representatives of
FPIs had sought tax
changes, including a review
of the capital gains tax
regime for listed securities,
and argued against levy of
capital gains tax and securi-
ties transaction tax.

3 killed in fire at private hospital's
ICU in Bihar's Muzaffarpur

New Delhi, Agency: At least
three people were Kkilled in a fire
that broke out in the ICU of a pri-
vate  hospital in  Bihar's
Muzaffarpur district early on
Thursday, a senior official said.

The blaze erupted at Prasad
Hospital in the Brahmpura area,
and quickly spread through the
intensive care unit (ICU), filling it
with dense smoke.

Muzaffarpur DM  Subrat
Kumar Sen said, "We received
information about the fire early in
the morning. At least three people
have died in the incident."

Around 13 to 15 patients were
being treated in the ICU, who
have now been shifted to other
hospitals by their family mem-

bers, he told reporters.

"We are trying to reach out to
the kin of the deceased and other
patients. The fire has been
brought under control," the offi-
cer said. Prima facie, the fire
appears to have resulted from a
short circuit, Sen said, adding
that the exact cause of the blaze
can be ascertained only after
detailed investigation.

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary described the incident
as ‘"extremely tragic" and
expressed condolences to the
bereaved families.

"Instructions have been issued
to immediately provide an ex gra-
tia of Rs 4 lakh to the families of
each deceased.

Indian man charged in US crash that killed pregnant
teen partner; victim's mother seeks deportation

New Delhi, Agency: The mother
of a pregnant teenager who, along
with her unborn child, was killed in a

Range Rover Velar crash

United States, has said she wants

Immigration and

Enforcement (ICE) to deport the
Indian man charged in the case.
Annette Holmes said she does not

want 33-year-old Tarsem Singh to
remain in the country.

According to a NDTV report citing
Newsweek, the victim's family stated
that Singh, an Indian national
allegedly living in the US illegally, was
the father of 17-year-old Ashlee
Holmes' unborn child. The report
added that Ashlee's relatives said she

in Ohio,

Customs

had tried to leave the relationship sev-
eral times but was not successful.
"Nobody should ever deserve to
die while pregnant with their first
kid,"
Newsweek. "I'm OK with him being
kicked out of the country perma-
nently...
States no more,

Ashlee's mother told

I don't want him in the
" she added.

On Indo-China border, model village
to come up in Ladakh for nomads

Srinagar, Agency:
Ladakh Lt Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena Wednesday
laid the foundation stone
for the first model border
village at Chumur, located
at an altitude of 16,700 feet
along the India-China bor-
der. Officials said the first-
of-its-kind project in the
region will focus on infra-
structure  development,
employment and livelihood
generation, all-weather
connectivity and greater
civilian-defence integra-
tion. The initiative aims to
facilitate a transition from a

L ol

largely nomadic way of life
to a secure and permanent
settlement in the remote
frontier region.

Chumur has 24 house-
holds with a population of

91 people,

duction.

Under the

who are all
engaged with goat rearing
for pashmina and its pro-

program,
families in these villages

will be provided with cli-
mate-resilient, south-fac-
4 ing passive solar houses,
designed to maximize
solar heat gain and protect
them from harsh winters,
when the temperatures
drop to -35 degrees, a
Ladakh government state-
ment said.

Each household will
receive a residential unit
with an attached bathroom,
an additional room suitable
for homestay activities,
kitchen garden space, live-
stock sheds and dedicated
fodder storage facilities.




