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Chemotherapy drugsupply crisis hits cancer care

New Delhi, Agency: Cancer
patients across India are scram-
bling to procure two life-saving
chemotherapy drugs as a short-
age of Cisplatin and Carboplatin
begins to disrupt treatment
schedules. Doctors at AIIMS
Delhi, private hospitals and can-
cer centres across the country
warn that prolonged shortages
could affect outcomes for
patients undergoing curative
treatment.

Hospitals are reporting dwin-
dling stocks, while patients and
their families are being forced to
hunt for pharmacies and distrib-
utors which have the drugs.

"The situation is pretty seri-

ous. We have barely one or two
days' supply left at the hospital.
Patients are frantically searching
and trying to arrange the drugs
themselves," said Dr Shyam
Aggarwal, chairman, Medical
Oncology, Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital. The medicines are used
in treatment of several common
cancers, including those of the
lung, ovary, cervix, breast, oral
cavity, oesophagus, testes and
gallbladder.

Dr M D Ray, surgical oncolo-
gist at ATIIMS Delhi, said, "The
absence of the drugs can disrupt
treatment plans and may ulti-
mately affect survival and recur-
rence rates.

Fire breaks out at Tata Communications office in Delhi's Greater Kailash

New Delhi, Agency : Blaze
broke out in a battery room on the
third floor of an office building in
South Delhi's Greater Kailash-I early
Friday morning, prompting the
deployment of 11 fire tenders, offi-
cials said.

The Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
received a call about the fire at
around 2.47am from the Tata
Communications office located oppo-
site Savitri Cinema, according to an
official statement.

The fire was confined to the bat-
tery room, spread across nearly 200
sq ft on the third floor of the multi-
storey building, officials said.

During the firefighting operation,
two firefighters suffered burn injuries
to their hands and were shifted to
Safdarjung Hospital for treatment.

The blaze was brought under con-
trol by around 7am, following which
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cooling operations were carried out
to prevent any possibility of reigni-
tion.

Officials said the building com-
prises a ground floor and five upper
floors. No civilian injuries or casual-
ties were reported in the incident.

The cause of the fire is yet to be
ascertained. Further details are
awaited, officials added.

Coal India Marks Environment
Day with Green Drive in Kolkata

Kolkata: Coal India
Limited (CIL) celebrated
World Environment Day
2026 at its Corporate
Headquarters in Kolkata
with a series of activities
focused on sustainability,
environmental responsibili-
ty, and climate action. The
event was organized under
the global theme, “Inspired
by Nature. For Climate. For
Our Future.”

The celebrations began
with the hoisting of the
Environment Flag by
Chairman B. Sairam in the
presence of Director (HR)
Dr. Vinay Ranjan, Director
(Technical) Achyut Ghatak,
Chief Vigilance Officer

Brajesh Kumar Tripathy,
senior officials, and mem-
bers of the Coal India

Ladies Organisation
Welfare Society (CILOWS).
Director (Technical)

Achyut Ghatak and CVO

Brajesh Kumar Tripathy
administered the

Environment Day Pledge to
employees in English and
Hindji, reaffirming the orga-
nization’s commitment to
environmental

steward-

ship.A  booklet titled
“Mission Green 2026,”
showcasing Coal India’s
environmental initiatives
and sustainability efforts,
was also unveiled during
the programme. Women
contractual workers were
felicitated by CILOWS
members for their contribu-
tions.Addressing the gath-
ering, Chairman B. Sairam
emphasized the need to bal-
ance the nation’s growing
energy demands with envi-
ronmental protection and
advocated the responsible
use of energy resources.
The event concluded with a
sapling plantation drive led
by the Chairman,
Functional Directors, and
office-bearers of CILOWS.
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India, UK launchinitiatives for

No woman in Karnataka cabinet:
How CM DK Shivakumar responded
to criticism'

New Delhi, Agency: Facing criticism
over the absence of women in his newly
constituted Cabinet, Karnataka chief min-
ister D K Shivakumar on Thursday
assured that more ministers would be
inducted and that women would get rep-
resentation in the government in due
course. Shivakumar took oath as chief
minister on Wednesday along with 13
ministers. With the Karnataka council of
ministers permitted to have a maximum
strength of 34 members, including the
chief minister, several berths remain vacant. Responding to criticism
from the BJP regarding the lack of women ministers, Shivakumar
said, "Let them (BJP) wait; there are a lot of vacancies. Last time, too,
there were no women in the first round. We are all there," he was
quoted as saying by news agency PTI. Emphasising his party's record
on women's welfare, he added, "We have set a model in the country."
The issue has drawn criticism not only from the opposition but also
from within the Congress. Leader of the opposition R Ashoka ques-
tioned the government's decision to leave women out of the first
round of cabinet expansion.

Senior Congress leader Margaret Alva also voiced concern over
the composition of the ministry. In a post on X, she said,
"Congratulations to DK Shivakumar on being sworn in as Karnataka
CM. I wish him and his team success. I would have loved to see at
least one Congress woman in the new Karnataka Cabinet sworn in
today. Deeply disappointed that there isn't one."

Of the 13 ministers sworn in, 11 had served in the previous
Siddaramaiah-led government. MLC Yathindra Siddaramaiah, son
of former chief minister Siddaramaiah, and U T Khader, who recent-
ly stepped down as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, were the
only new entrants to the cabinet.

Shri Girish Gopinathan Nair
Director (Technical)

Sanctoria : Eastern Coalfields Limited
(ECL) marked World Environment Day
2026 at Mahatma Gandhi Udyan, ECL
Headquarters, with a strong focus on
sustainability, environmental steward-
ship, and community welfare. The pro-
gramme was organized under the glob-
al theme, “Inspired by Nature. For
Climate. For Our Future.”

The event was attended by ECL
Chairman-cum-Managing  Director
Satish Jha, Director (Finance) Md.
Anzar Alam, Director (HR) Gunjan
Kumar Sinha, Director
(Technical/P&P) Girish Gopinathan
Nair, senior officials, employees, and
members of the ECL family.
Addressing the gathering, CMD Satish
Jha stressed that environmental
responsibility should extend beyond a
one-day observance and evolve into a
year-long mission with measurable out-
comes. He encouraged employees and

their families to undertake geo-tagged

plantation drives and ensure proper
monitoring and survival of saplings. To
promote active participation, he
announced a cash award of 225,000 for
the most impactful and verifiable plan-
tation initiative during the year.The
CMD also unveiled ECL’s four key envi-
ronmental priorities for the coming
year: expansion of geo-tagged planta-
tions, increased utilization of plastic
waste for products such as paver blocks
and sleepers, greater use of treated
mine water for community drinking
water supply, and scientific e-waste
management along with regular clean-
liness drives.

The programme featured flag hoist-
ing, plantation activities, an environ-
mental pledge, awareness competi-
tions, and prize distribution. The
event concluded with a collective com-
mitment to cleaner operations, green-
er mining zones, responsible resource
management, and sustainable envi-
ronmental action throughout the year.

minerals, maritime cooperation

New Delhi, Agency: As UK
foreign secretary Yvette Cooper
visited India Thursday, both sides
announced the launch of a
Critical Minerals Global Supply
Chain Observatory, marking, as
an Indian readout said, a signifi-
cant milestone in their growing
partnership on critical minerals
and supply chain resilience.

In another significant take-
away, India and UK also signed
an MoU for setting up a Regional
Maritime Security Centre of
Excellence, which will help Indian
Ocean states build capacity to
address non-traditional maritime
security threats. Cooper also met
her counterpart S Jaishankar and
called on PM Modi. The two sides
reviewed ongoing progress in
bilateral cooperation focusing on
trade, technology, supply chains,
defence, climate, education and
people-to-people ties.

Jaishankar told Cooper in the
meeting that the two countries
are well-positioned to construct a
new future-oriented and mutually
beneficial partnership on the back
of their newly firmed-up compre-
hensive trade deal and the
defence industrial roadmap. He
also said in a post on X later that
they spoke about new opportuni-
ties in clean energy, Al and criti-
cal minerals while exchanging
views on global developments,
including in Ukraine, West Asia
and the Indo-Pacific.

DU assistant professor mur-

dered at home in east Delhi

New Delhi, Agency: A 42- :
year-old assistant professor at el
Delhi University was found
murdered at her apartment in
east Delhi's Vasundhara
Enclave on Thursday afternoon.
Debosmita Paul taught in the
Department of English at
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We are no longer part of INDIA
bloc: DMK:CHENNAI

New Delhi, Agency:
DMK is no longer part of
INDIA bloc, party spokesper-
son TKS Elangovan said on
Thursday. He made the state-
ment to Media, hours after
DMK headquarters issued a
press statement saying the

Four injured in Nabi
Karim LPG fire

basement blaze erupts in Humayunpur

i

Shivaji College. She lived alone
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in a flat at Satyam Apartment
while her parents resided nearby.
Police said a PCR call was received
at New Ashok Nagar police station
at 2.35pm from the victim's sister,
Devarati Paul (49), who reported
her sister had been murdered at
her residence. "Devarati had been
trying to contact Debosmita
throughout the day, but her calls
went unanswered," a senior police
officer said.

DU prof attacked with
blunt object: Concerned, she
went to the apartment and found
the flat locked from outside.
Suspecting something was wrong,
she broke open the lock and dis-
covered her sister lying dead
inside," the officer added.

A police team rushed to the
spot and found the victim on a bed
with severe head injuries.
Preliminary investigation suggests
she was attacked with a blunt
object. Cops also found injuries on

her hands, indicating that a sharp-
edged weapon may also have been
used during the assault. Paul was
a well-regarded academic whose
areas of interest included partition
studies, Indian literature, post-
colonial literature and translation
studies, according to the official
website of the college. She com-
pleted her PhD from Jamia Millia
Islamia in 2016 and had earlier
earned her MPhil from the same
institution. She completed her
postgraduate  studies  from
Barkatullah University and gradu-
ated from Maharaja Agrasen
College.

Investigators said at present,
robbery did not appear to be the
likely motive though it hasn't been
ruled out. "The earrings she was
wearing were found intact and no
items have been reported missing
so far," another senior police offi-
cer added.

party would not participate in
the alliance meeting to be
held in Delhi on June 8.

The decision came after
Congress, a long-time DMK
ally, severed its ties with the
Dravidian party to join the
TVK-led govt in Tamil Nadu.
"DMK cadres were upset at
Congress betraying the party
after the assembly election.
To give respect to their senti-
ments, DMK will not partici-
pate in the INDIA bloc meet-
ing. In short, DMK will not
participate in the meeting in
which Congress participates,"
it said in a statement.

DMK functionaries said
its MPs would, however, sup-
port other parties in the
alliance when they raised
issues affecting the common
good. Earlier, there were
rumours that DMK might not
be invited for the meeting in
Delhi since it was unsure

whether it was still in the
bloc. The party had got an
invitation.

Meanwhile, PTI reported
that Lok Sabha secretariat
had approved DMK MPs
being seated away from
Congress members.

The move came after
DMK's Kanimozhi
Karunanidhi  wrote to
Speaker Om Birla requesting
a change in the seating
arrangement in view of the
changed political circum-
stances. DMK MPs are yet to
be assigned new seats.

Congress, which contest-
ed 28 seats as part of the
DMK-led alliance and won
five, supported the C Joseph
Vijay-led govt in return for
two ministerial berths. DMK
functionaries called this
action "backstabbing" and
"betrayal".
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New Delhi,

Agency:
Two separate fire-related
incidents were reported in
the city on Thursday, leaving
four people injured in one of
the cases.

The first incident occurred
in central Delhi's Nabi
Karim, where four people
suffered injuries after a fire
broke out while an LPG
cylinder was being replaced
at a tea stall operating from a
small room. Police said a
PCR call was received at 9.29
am.
Preliminary inquiry
revealed that Sarita, 35, who
runs the tea stall, asked a
man, Krishna, 37, to change
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the cylinder. While the regu-
lator was being opened, a
sudden fire erupted, injuring
Sarita, Krishna, a customer,
Ajay, 19, and Zafir, 35, a
passer-by. All were rushed to
RML Hospital, where they
are undergoing treatment.

In a separate incident, a
fire broke out in the locked
basement of a building in
Humayunpur village, near
Safdarjung Enclave. The
basement, which earlier
housed a café and is now
used as a storage space,
caught fire around 7.06 pm.
No injuries were reported. A
short circuit is suspected,
said police.



