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Central Bank Dishurses Rso1 Crore
atMega ngrlculturalcrelllt Camp

Sagar Suraj

Motihari: In a major push
towards rural credit expansion
and women's  economic
empowerment, Central
Bank of India on Saturday
distributed loans worth 51
crore among 2,026 members
of JEEVIKA self-help groups

Regional

= Central Bank of India
Distributes %51 Crore in
Loans to 2,026 JEEVIKA
Group Members at Mega
Agricultural Credit Outreach
Camp in Motihari

Head Vivek
Kumar Pandey said the camp

to selected beneficiaries.
Chief Manager Satyendra
Kumar  Pandey  briefed
participants ~ on  various
agricultural credit schemes,
products and
government-backed
programmes available through
the bank.
Among

financial
lending

those  present

during a Mega Agricultural was part of a nationwide of villages is the foundation to wutilise the loans for were Chief Manager Abhinav
Credit Outreach ~ Camp initiative launched by the of national progress, and the self-employment and Anand, officials of the
held at Dr Rajendra Prasad bank to enhance agricultural bank is continuously working entrepreneurial activities, JEEVIKA programme and
Auditorium in the district lending and  strengthen towards this goal through adding that women’s financial ~senior banking professionals.
collectorate campus. financial inclusion in rural accessible financial services,” empowerment was essential The programme concluded
The event, attended by areas. He said the bank Pandey said. for sustainable social and with a vote of thanks by Lead
farmers, JEEVIKA members remained  committed  to Praising the initiative, economic development. District Manager Rajendra
and banking officials from supporting agriculture and District Magistrate Saurabh The highlight of the Kumar Pandey.
across  East  Champaran, allied sectors while enabling Jorwal said Central Bank programme was the The camp reflected the

was inaugurated by East
Champaran District Magistrate
Saurabh Jorwal and Deputy
Development  Commissioner
Dr Pradeep Kumar.

women and rural households
to achieve economic self-
reliance through access to
institutional credit.

“The holistic development

No mass data leak:
JEE (Advanced)
authorities

New Delhi, Agency: JEE (Advanced)
authorities on Friday said a cloud storage
misconfiguration identified by an ethical
hacker earlier this week did not result in
any mass extraction of candidate data and
had no impact on examination records,
results or rankings. The clarification came
after social media claims that candidate
records and admit card documents linked
to JEE (Advanced) 2026 had been exposed
through a cloud storage vulnerability. In a
statement, IIT-Roorkee, which is conduct-
ing JEE (Advanced) 2026, said the issue
arose during technical interventions under-
taken on June 2 to assist candidates facing
difficulties in accessing admit cards and to
ensure smooth functioning of the registra-
tion process.

"An ethical hacker, Rylen Anil, identi-
fied this misconfiguration and reported
that he could access the database. The
issue was immediately rectified and access
to the data was restricted," it said.

According to IIT Roorkee, the affected
storage was read-only, making it impossi-
ble for data to be altered or deleted. It said
cloud access logs showed no evidence of
bulk downloads and that access was limit-
ed to ‘"less than 0.05% of the
data".Education ministry also rejected
reports suggesting a large-scale breach.
"As per the clarification issued by IIT
Roorkee, the ministry reiterates that no
sensitive information was compromised,
and the exam outcomes, marks, and candi-
date information remain completely
secure, intact, and safe," it said.

The controversy began after Dubai-
based cybersecurity researcher Rylen Anil,
16, posted on X that a cloud storage mis-
configuration had allegedly exposed can-
didate records and admit-card PDFs. IIT
Roorkee publicly acknowledged the report
and thanked him for responsibly disclos-
ing the issue.

Anil cautioned against exaggerated
claims. "While there was a vulnerability, |
have not seen evidence supporting claims
of a large-scale leak. The issue was
promptly reported and swiftly fixed by IIT
officials."

of India had been playing
a key role in implementing
development-oriented
schemes in the district. He
urged women beneficiaries

The District

distribution of loan sanction
letters worth 51 crore to 2,026
JEEVIKA group members.
Magistrate
handed over sanction letters

bank’s continued focus on
rural development, financial
inclusion and livelihood
generation through expanded
access to formal credit.

TMC huddle at Mamata Banerjee's residence
8 of 80 MLAs turn up amid party split concerns

New Delhi, Agency: Amid
concerns of internal rift in the
Trinamool Congress (TMCO),
only 8 of 80 MLAs and 6 MPs
attended the meeting at
Mamata Banerjee's residence
on Friday, ANI
reported.Among those present
at the residence were MLAs
Bina Mondal, Ashima Patra,
Madan Mitra, Kunal Ghosh,
Firhad Hakim, Sobhandeb
Chattopadhyay, Biman
Banerjee and Ashok Kumar
Deb. The MPs who attended
included Dola Sen, Mala Roy,
Kalyan Banerjee, Abhishek
Banerjee, Derek O'Brien and
Sudip Bandyopadhyay.

"We have decided that the
LoP appointed by the Speaker
is illegal. We are approaching
the Court against this on
Monday. We will file a petition
before the High Court," ANi
quoted Kalyan Banerjee saying
after the meet.

"We will fight against the
manner in which the BJP is
killing TMC workers and lodg-
ing false cases against them.
We will fight on the streets, we

/]

will fight in Court," Banerjee
added. Moreover, Mamata
announced a major organisa-
tional reshuffle in the TMC as
the party faces internal rebel-
lion. The new leadership team
features several veteran leaders
and loyalists.

Abhishek Banerjee retained
his position as national general
secretary, while Derek O'Brien
and Dola Sen were appointed
national joint secretaries.
Senior minister Chandrima
Bhattacharya replaced Subrata
Bakshi as the party's state pres-
ident. The shake-up comes
days after the TMC dissolved

all its committees and frontal
organisations across West
Bengal. The TMC meeting
took place against a backdrop
of growing political unrest
within the party, triggered by
claims from a group of rebel
MLAs, including expelled
leaders Ritabrata Banerjee and
Sandipan Saha. The dissidents
have asserted that they enjoy
the support of 58 legislators in
the West Bengal assembly and
have opposed the party leader-
ship's decision to appoint
Sobhandeb Chattopadhyay as
the Leader of Opposition
(LoP).

CBSE extends post-result application
deadline after students flag portal issues

New Delhi, Agency:

result services portal.

According to the board, students can now
submit their applications till June 7.

"In the interest of students, the CBSE has
decided to extend the last date for submission
of applications for verification and re-evalua-
tion for the Class 12 board examinations,
thereby providing students additional time and
support to complete the process,” the board

said in a post on X.

"The previous deadline of June 6 (mid-
night) has now been extended to June 7 (mid-
night). Students are requested to take note of
the revised schedule and submit their applica-

tions accordingly," it added.

On Tuesday, CBSE opened its online portal
for verification of issues observed in scanned
copies of answer books and re-evaluation of
answers for students dissatisfied with their

board exam evaluation.

The board had said that for verification of
issues in scanned copies of answer books, stu-

CBSE on Friday
extended the last date for submission of appli-
cations for verification and re-evaluation of
Class 12 answer sheets after several students
flagged issues in accessing the board's post-

maps or graphs,

dents can report concerns such as missing
pages, missing supplementary sheets, missing

blurred pages, incorrect

answer books, or evaluation against a different

question paper set.

CBSE has been embroiled in controversy
after some Class 12 students claimed that the
scanned copies of their answer sheets uploaded

by the board did not match their handwriting,

raising concerns about potential mismatches in
the on-screen marking (OSM) system.
The cabinet secretariat has announced the

formation of a one-member committee to

investigate the procurement of services for the
OSM system by CBSE.

Al reshaping exercise of judicial
and sovereign powers: CJI

New Delhi, Agency: CJI Surya Kant
on Friday said though Artificial
Intelligence tools are reshaping exercise
of sovereign and judicial powers, the
international community must quickly
devise a legal framework to deal with a
concerning flipside of Al-driven activities,
which when carried out it one country, can
cause significant territorial consequences
for another. Delivering a public lecture at
University of London, CJI Kant said Al is
an operational reality that is reshaping
governance, commerce, warfare, commu-
nication, public administration, and
increasingly, the exercise of judicial and
sovereign power itself. Flagging the juris-
dictional limitations to regulate Al driven
activities, the CJI said International Law
must increasingly attempt to confront
such forms of Al-moulded powers "that
are no longer neatly contained within
geography yet continue to produce deeply
territorial consequences for individuals
and societies". He said, "If jurisdiction
determines where power operates, liabili-
ty determines who must answer for its
consequences. Artificial Intelligence
destabilises both simultaneously." Al sys-
tems, however, frequently operate through
distributed chains involving developers,
data suppliers, deployers, cloud infra-

structure providers, private corporations,
and sovereign actors spread across multi-
ple jurisdictions, thus creating an account-
ability vacuum, he said. The CJI asked -
"When an autonomous system causes
harm, who bears responsibility? Is liabili-
ty attributable to the developer who
designed the architecture? The entity that
deployed the system? The sovereign gov-
ernment that authorised its use? Or the
institution that supplied the underlying
data upon which the algorithm was
trained?"

He said the significance of the issue
heightens in the context of autonomous
weapon systems and military application
of Al, which complicate the attribution of
intent and decision-making as the present
legal system is on fastening it on the per-
sons who implemented and those who
took the decision.

Oil India strikes natural gas in
third Andaman offshore well

New Delhi, Agency: State-run Oil
India Limited (OIL) Friday said it has
reported the presence of natural gas in its
third exploratory well in the Andaman
shallow offshore block, further indicating
hydrocarbon potential in the region. In a
regulatory filing to stock exchanges, the
company said natural gas was encoun-
tered in the exploratory well
Vijayapuram-3, drilled 15 km off the east
coast of the Andaman Islands at a water
depth of 355 metres in an offshore block
under the Open Acreage Licensing Policy
(OALP).

"Initial production testing of the well
at the depth of 1900 plus metres in the
Eocene formation has established the
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presence of natural gas through continu-
ous flaring. Post perforation, immediate
pressure build up was observed and well
started to produce," it said. It added that
gas sampling is being undertaken to
assess its composition and calorific value
and to carry out isotope studies to under-
stand its genesis.

Cloudburst, flashfloods dam-
aged houses in J &K S ReaSI

Jammu, Agency: A cloudburst trig-
gered flashfloods in J&K's Reasi district
that damaged at least half a dozen hous-
es and blocked roads due to mudslides
on Thursday. No injury or casualty was
reported in the incident that occurred in
Gulabgarh's Bathoi village. This is the
fifth cloudburst in Jammu region in the
past three days.

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha posted on
X, "Spoke with the DC Reasi to assess
the situation, following an incident of
cloudburst at village Bathoi. While sev-
eral houses suffered damage, fortunately,
no casualties have been reported. I have
directed the DC to immediately provide
assistance and relief to the affected fam-
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On Friday, adverse weather condi-
tions in Kishtwar district forced the
administration to suspend pilgrimages to

Shri Machail Mata and Shri Mindhal
Mata.

Banned antibiotics behind 43% of shrimp export
rejections; CDSCO seeks stricter enforcement

New Delhi, Agency: Nearly 43% of cases |,
in which Indian shrimp exports were rejected |-
by the US, European Union and Japan this
year were linked to residues of banned antibi-
otics, prompting India's drug regulator to seek
stricter enforcement of existing restrictions.

The Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO) has directed all states
and Union Territories to strengthen inspections and monitoring of the use of
Chloramphenicol and Nitrofurans, antibiotics banned in food-producing animals
because their residues can violate international food safety standards. According to
the regulator, the violations were traced to more than 40 farms, with Andhra Pradesh
accounting for 46% of the cases, followed by Odisha (24%), West Bengal (19%) and
Gujarat (11%). The issue was flagged by the Marine Products Export Development
Authority (MPEDA), which reported continued detection of the banned drugs in
export shipments and called for stronger oversight of veterinary medicine outlets.

CDSCO has asked states to furnish details on how the ban is being implement-
ed, the number of inspections carried out at veterinary drug shops and related estab-
lishments, and action taken against violators.

The regulator has also directed states to ensure that these drugs are sold only
through licensed channels for permitted purposes and said violations should attract
action under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act and Rules.

Hour after hotel tragedy in south Delhi's Malviya Nagar

NEW DELHI: About an hour
after the fire tore through the Hauz
Rani bed and breakfast on June 3, it’s
owner, Lovkesh Bajaj, applied for the
renewal of the licence of a ground floor
establishment.

The licence, according to MCD,
had expired on March 31. MCD offi-
cials said on Friday that the licence had
been rejected.

MCD has a category of instant
licences that are given to tea and
snacks establishments which have no
seating. The ground floor of the Hauz
Rani B&B, which used to run as a
restaurant, had only this licence, MCD
officials said on Friday. This expired
on March 31.

Recently, MCD also deregulated
the tea and snacks licence, saying that

only FSSATI’s nod would be needed in
the form of a health trade licence to run
such a business.

On Friday, when asked about the
licence status of the Hauz Rani facility,
an MCD official said: “While the tea
and snacks licence was issued to a per-
son identified as Lovkesh Bajaj, a sep-
arate licence for operating the B&B
facility had been issued by another
agency to Jai Mishra. Personal kitchen
facilities were provided on each floor.”

While agencies, including Delhi
Police, are still probing the exact cause
of the fire, the civic body claimed that
Bajaj attempted to obtain a fresh health
trade licence for the ground floor under
the same ‘tea and snacks stall’ catego-
ry on June 3 — the very day the build-
ing caught fire. The applicant submit-

ted the application at 9.35 am on the

morning of the incident and also
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deposited the fee. However, the appli-
cation was rejected by our depart-
ment.”

The development has raised ques-
tions as the application and fee sub-
mission were processed despite
MCD’s announcement that the health
trade licence for this category had been
deregulated and the portal was being
made inactive as part of the transition
process.

Sources in MCD also said that the
Hauz Rani B&B was surveyed by
MCD officials about eight months ago
and the team found that a full-scale
restaurant was being run from the
premises in violation of licence norms
that allow no seating. Despite the find-
ings, no action was taken.

Following the fire incident on

Wednesday, MCD did a preliminary
survey in the area and identified 12
hotels that allegedly violated health
trade licence norms.

An official said that since these
properties are in Lal Dora areas and
were constructed 14—15 years ago, the
civic body was treating these as pro-
tected under the Centre’s Special
Provisions Act, making action against
the structures difficult.

However, an official in the build-
ing department pointed out that immu-
nity under this provision applies only
to residential structures. “In this case,
the building was being used for com-
mercial purposes. It exceeded the per-
missible height of 9 metres and was
operating without a fire NOC.



